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THE CHURCH IS NOW OPEN
for two Services each week
Thursdays & Sundays
so here at last is a mini calendar!
3—Thursday
11.00 a.m.

Holy Communion, in the Church

6 – THIRTEENTH SUNDAY after TRINITY
9.30 a.m.

11.00 a.m.
10—Thursday
11.00 a.m.

Parish Communion, in the Church
(and live-streamed on Facebook)
Family Service, live-streamed on Facebook only
Holy Communion, in the Church

13 - FOURTEENTH SUNDAY after TRINITY
9.30 a.m.

11.00 a.m.
17—Thursday
11.00 a.m.

Parish Communion, in Church
(and live-streamed on Facebook)
Family Service, live-streamed on Facebook only
Holy Communion, in Church

20—FIFTEENTH SUNDAY after TRINITY
9.30 a.m.

11.00 a.m.
24—Thursday
11.00 a.m.

Worship Together, in Church
(and live-streamed on Facebook)
Family Service, live-streamed on Facebook only
Holy Communion, in Church

27 – HARVEST FESTIVAL
9.30 a.m.

11.00 a.m.

Parish Communion, in Church

(and live-streamed on Facebook)
Family Service, live-streamed on Facebook only

OCTOBER
1—Thursday
11.00 a.m.

Holy Communion, in Church

6 – THIRTEENTH SUNDAY after TRINITY
9.30 a.m.

11.00 a.m.

Parish Communion, in the Church
(and live-streamed on Facebook)
Family Service, live-streamed on Facebook only
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NOT ON ‘FACEBOOK’?

If you’re not on Facebook, nor able or want to come to services in the Church yet,
you can still follow the Sunday services later through St. John’s website
(just click on the link to ’Facebook’ on the home page and ‘not now’
when asked if you want to join Facebook).
Paul continues to send out Email updates keeping us in touch with the
latest news, encouraging words and useful suggestions.
If you would like to receive this, please contact him at
rev.paul.c.roberts@gmail.com with your name and email address.

Dear Friends
After six months we are beginning to move back to
a form of gathered worship that we were used to before the lockdown. We
have shared a little of the experience of the Jews when they were taken into
exile in Babylon in 587 BC. No longer able to worship in the temple they
adapted to new ways of worshipping; some say that this is where the synagogue started – small groups gathering round the scriptures. But they always
kept alive a vision of the temple and as soon as they were allowed to return to
Jerusalem they set about rebuilding it. You can read about this in the Book of
Ezra.
After the laying of the foundation the people gathered together to worship, and the older ones who
remembered the temple as it had been were divided: some wept aloud because the new temple was nothing like the old, and some wept
with joy as it meant they could once again
gather in God’s house. I think we have had
mixed feelings about returning to the church
building. Joy in meeting together in God’s
presence, celebrating holy communion, worshipping and enjoying a degree of fellowship;
but it’s not the same as it was before – we
can’t sing, we can’t touch, we can’t fully participate in the communion. Nevertheless, it’s a
start and I’m sure we will adapt.
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Remember to pray for our church school and the other schools and college in
the parish as they return. It’s been very stressful in so many ways for them –
not just adapting to new ways of working, but with the whole debacle of exam
results for secondary students.
We hope to resume our children’s work during the autumn, but will wait to see
how things go in the schools first. Please pray for our young people who have
missed out more than the rest of us on their activities. We’ve already had a funeral in church and I expect us to be able to conduct baptisms soon, with
some restrictions in place. We’ll continue to live stream our Sunday service on
Facebook as that will give you a choice of joining us in person or online. Also
on Facebook (‘St John’s Church Coulsdon’) you can find a daily message
based on the readings for Morning Prayer.
I hope that we will celebrate Harvest as usual on September 27th. This year there is
even more need for our generous gifts for
Purley Food Hub and Croydon Nightwatch.
Listen out for more details.
The psalmist wrote: I praise you because I
am fearfully and wonderfully made
(Psalm 139). The virus has shown how
wonderfully adaptable people are to new
ways of living. It has forced scientists
and medical researchers to work at an
unbelievable speed to find treatments
and vaccines. In some cases our bodies have developed a resistance to the disease, but sadly many have succumbed and
there has also been much anger and grief at the way this disease has treated
us and how we have responded. But let’s remember that we are people of
hope, and that’s a good place to end: May the God of hope fill you with all joy
and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the
power of the Holy Spirit (Romans 15:13).

I’D LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU!
THE DEADLINE for items for the October edition of the parish magazine is

Tuesday, 15 September – by email: wendy.burton@coulsdon.net. Please help the
Editor by letting her have inspirational stories and more tales from ‘lockdown’ whether you enjoyed the quieter time or it made you unhappy—how much you
missed going to church—whether you enjoyed the online services??. Did you start
doing something new? What was the best … and worst part? . Thank you.
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SURREY CHURCHES
PRESERVATION TRUST

Watch out for a Cyclist in the Churchyard!
This year the SCPT ‘Ride and Stride’ is on Saturday 12 September. I am looking for sponsorship but

this year I cannot put the sponsorship form in Church.
Half the money raised is for our own church and half
goes to the Trust which gives grants for restoration and
repair to churches in Surrey. I will be in the churchyard
at St John's on the 2 Sundays before the ride with a
sponsorship form, or you can phone me (01737
552040) or email me (adgillman@btinternet.com) with
your sponsorship, and please say whether you can Gift
Aid as well. Thank you very much. Angela Gillman

Each year most counties in England have an annual ‘Ride &
Stride’, on the second Saturday in September, to raise money for church restoration and repair. The idea is that cyclists and walkers are given a list of participating churches in their area. They map out their own route to visit churches by bike
or on foot, and then get friends, parish church members and others to sponsor
them for an amount per church visited. In the twenty years that the Ride and
Stride has been running in Surrey over £300,000 has been raised. This year with
churches closed for so long and many having lost income, it is more important
than ever to help them conserve their buildings. And with repairs to our old church
much-needed, St. John’s may well be looking to the SCPT for some help in the future! Do sponsor Angela if you can—knowing she has our support will surely
make her ride feel really worthwhile.

TIME TO
REFRESH YOUR
GARDEN?
Pots of young plants—inc.
Penstemons, Verbena, Echinacea, Sedum, Roses, and various
shrubs—are available in Anthea Thorpe’s
front garden at 119, Marlpit Lane, in exchange for
donations in aid of The Lilypad Appeal Fund for Children’s Cancer Unit at Croydon University Hospital. Anthea has raised nearly £1,600 so far this year!
With your help she would like to raise even more—she says that now is a good
time to do some planting. She also asks for small/medium plastic flower pots that
she can use for her cuttings—which can be left in the front garden.. Call Anthea
on tel 01737 554026 or 07549928945 with any queries.
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A prayer from Sri Lanka,
as you make a cup of tea:
Even as the water falls on dry tea leaves
and brings out their flavour,
so may your Spirit fall on us and renew us
so that we may bring refreshment and joy to others.
Amen.

Staycation!
I’m sure many of you are away on holiday - either you’ve braved it and gone on an
aeroplane somewhere, or taken the perceived safer option of holidaying in the UK!
Well, my Summer break happened during lockdown. We had to be imaginative for
a week and delay the second week until the Autumn - there was no going to restaurants and, back in June, gardens were hard to visit. But we did manage to go
out for a couple of days on outings, in extremely hot weather, to a place near
Northiam on the River Rother in West Sussex.
We hired a kayak and paddle board and
spent an hour or so getting caught up in
the reeds seeing some amazing wildlife.
As I anchored my kayak in the reeds, I
looked up and thought I saw someone flying a kite that was in the shape of a bird.
It was flying so very high. It hovered in
the same spot not moving an inch for absolutely ages. I thought - WOW they’re
very good at flying kites and…they’ve
even put some real looking claws underneath! Then I realised my mistake…it was
a bird of prey! As I alerted some other
kayakers to it one thought it was an actual
Kite - the other
identified it as a
Kestrel. Its talons
were out ready for
the swoop, but
then it moved on.
The dragonflies
were numerous,
yellow waterlilies
with lily pads, and these pink spear-like plants looking very
similar to something we have back on dry land in our garden. Here they are in the river - so relaxing to look at a
habitat so far from everyday life that just keeps on going
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with the bugs, wildlife, and birds darting everywhere. It was a great place to just
rest and relax. I spent some time reading - looked at some Bible passages on my
phone and had some precious time with God in this quiet location. It’s often at
moments like this that we ‘hear’ from God when we slow down to join in with the
wildlife of God’s creation.
River life is active and constraining because you can’t get away from it when
you’re on it! You have to work with the water, the reeds, the sun, and take it all in
slowly. Just look at the detail of of the pink flower above. The stems and the bud
at its side. The odd shaped leaves floating at the surface - you have to avoid
them with your paddle unless you want to sink them. And…these iridescent blue
beautiful dragonflies…you have to look a bit for them.

Life on the river is one way of finding true rest - it doesn’t matter where you do that
‘holidaying’ as long as you find it. And better still is if you include God in that because his rest is best! Hope you have a fantastic ‘Staycation’ - wherever that
may be. Sue
River view both ways!

8

MOTHERS’ UNION ..
is a global, women led, volunteer movement. United in our diversity and living out our faith, we support individuals and families to transform their lives. Embedded in the Church
and community, we have unprecedented reach that gives a
voice to the stigmatized and vulnerable around the world.
Our vision is of a world where God’s love is shown through loving, respectful
and flourishing relationships. This is not a vague hope, but a goal we actively pursue by praying, campaigning and enabling.
During lockdown, like everyone, all our planned activities have been curtailed for
the foreseeable future. However we have been very active in prayer, something
everyone can do - anywhere and at anytime - God is never off duty!
Thanks to our MU publication ‘Families Worldwide’, we have prayer resources for
every day, with a theme and key Bible verse for each week. As we do normally,
we have been praying for members in turn each week as well as for many people
in the church family and beyond who generously support MU at events, Messy
Church and Pray Knit & Chat. We also pray for different overseas Dioceses each
week which gives us a bigger vision and reminds us that we are part of a worldwide organisation.
Below is Psalm 23, but not as you will know it!
Jenny Hughes sent me this version from Australia.

Psalm 23 (Aussie Bible Paraphrase)

A Prayer Book for Australia, © 1995,
The Anglican Church of Australia Trust Corporation

God is the Station Owner, And I am just one of the sheep.
He musters me down to the Lucerne flats, and feeds me there all
week.
When I’m feeling poorly, and at sometimes less than my peak, He
leads me to the restfulness of a coolabah shaded creek.
He teaches me not to break away, not to be a loner.
He teaches me to stick with his mob and acknowledge him as my
Owner.
Even when the droughts are bad, and I cross the desert of death,
God is close beside me, so close I can feel His breath.
God is the one who holds the map that gives me my direction, and
God is the one who guarantees provision for my protection.
Although there are dingoes in the hills, and the paddocks are full of
snakes, God serves up a barbecue of beautiful T-bone steaks!
His patience and compassion and forgiveness fail me never, and I’ll
live with him in the homestead beyond the end of forever.
This month we join with other MU members in the Southwark Diocese as we pray
for our link Dioceses in the Worldwide Wave of Prayer.— places you may not have
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heard of …

EKITI—Ekiti State of Nigeria is one of the country's
36 states: its motto is The
Fountain of Knowledge. The Diocese of
Ekiti is one of the oldest
dioceses in the Church of
Nigeria, officially inaugurated as a diocese in October
1966; since then divided
into three, namely Ekiti,
Ekiti West and Ekiti Oke.
OGORI MAGONGO—The
Diocese of Ogori-Magongo
is located in the Kogi State
of Nigeria, the Confluent
State. It is one of the
youngest dioceses in the Province and was officially inaugurated as a missionary diocese in 2009.
HARARE—Zimbabwe’s capital city, and an industrial hub for the country. Situated in the centre of Zimbabwe, there is much outreach into the urban and
tight-knit communities by MU members.
MACHAKOS—in Kenya is a satellite town 64 kms southeast of the capital,
Nairobi. An urban centre with a rapidly growing population, it is surrounded
by a high number of family farms. We give thanks for the work of the Mothers’ Union Daystar Hostel which provides a safe space for vulnerable young
girls, accommodating those who might otherwise fall into prostitution or develop drug and alcohol related issues. As well as for this major project we pray
for the success of the many conferences, seminars and vocational skills training which contribute to the life of the church and the community. We pray for
the members’ continuing support of, and outreach to, the underprivileged.
PHULBANI—The diocese is in North India we told you about last month. Did
you try the Indian sweet recipe?.
We also pray for the work of our own Diocese, Southwark, especially the Communicating English initiative, the hospital links, the support for prisons, the involvement in supporting families and communities and in the eradication of modern-day
slavery. We pray that volunteers will come forward to be trained in all these areas.
A special prayer written by Archbishop Justin for the Mothers’ Union includes:
Loving God, we thank you for the work of the Mothers’ Union over
the years .... We thank you for their faithfulness and perseverance,
and for their witness to your immense love for humanity. We pray
for members around the world, … that they would witness powerfully, work faithfully and rejoice in each other’s fellowship. In the
name of Jesus Christ your Son, our Saviour and our friend. Amen
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Consider the Butterflies!
Butterflies represent our emerging from the pandemic. We need to remember that this is a process—It doesn’t suddenly happen! So over the
coming months there will be more changes as we
slowly emerge into a different normal. And we will
all be moving at different paces. Trust in the Lord
and use your own common sense to know when
you may safely emerge. But like the butterflies,
emerge we must and let’s hope it won’t be too long
before we’re all able to fly free again!

GRATEFUL THANKS from PURLEY FOOD HUB!
First of all a big thank-you to those at St. John’s who have been leaving goods in
the donations box and on the doorstep at 202 Coulsdon Road while the church
has been locked and then only open for a while. Nearly every Wednesday we
have been able to take from two to seven bags, containing a lovely mix of items,
to the Food Hub which are always very gratefully received. Goods can now be left
in the box in the church porch or at 202 until the church is fully open.
The Food Hub writes: “July’s 3,735 meals for 415 hard-pressed clients and
family members was the sixth highest monthly total since the Food Hub started
in 2013. Though less than in the
previous four
months of the pandemic, it took
the overall total for the first seven
months of 2020 to close to 30,000
meals, just under 600 less than
for the whole of 2019.
“Once again we warmly thank
each and every one of our friends
and supporters from the churches, local community, shops and businesses and very many individuals and families for your
continued donations of food and money during this time.
“Just this week the head teacher of Reedham Park School brought a donation
of £200 in coins and notes from the children who had generously voted for their
most recent fund-raising to come to the Food Hub. (Sadly for the children and
staff the school has now closed because of falling pupil numbers and the uncertainties caused by coronavirus.)
“… the items most needed at present are::
* small 500g bags of sugar * tinned & packet custard * tinned carrots & sweetcorn * tinned & packet potatoes * tins of chicken
* jars of peanut butter & meat/fish paste * bottles of squash & cartons of long life fruit juice * tinned fruit * chickpeas & kidney beans
* long life whole milk * shampoo * unisex deodorant.
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“And finally, ... we are currently looking for someone with the skills to make the
website more modern and more user friendly, perhaps using Wordpress (at present it is in Joomla). If you or someone you know may be able to help, please
do contact me on steve.purleyfoodhub@gmail.com. Thank you!
“With our best wishes and sincere thanks for keeping the Food Hub and clients
in your thoughts and prayers and praising God for His mighty provision and
blessings.
Steve Hunt - Admin Team—Purley Food Hub”

WOW—LOOK AT THIS!

Possibly the last picture of the south side of the ‘old church’ taken in March 1958,
before the much larger extension (new church) was added. Bricks in the foreground are already in position. While the church office has been comparatively
quiet - although ‘lockdown’ has brought many email enquiries about graves and
memorials—I have been checking and updating the church magazine archives.
Being an inveterately curious being I’ve been unable to resist delving into some of
the older editions and was delighted to come across this photo—which I’d never
seen before - in a 1968 magazine. I’m sure it will bring back memories for our
longer term parishioners and be of interest to newer ones. I also learned that
there are no right-angled corners in the old church—but I haven’t checked this!
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DID YOU MISS OUT?
When we, and the church, were ‘locked down’ at
the end of March we weren’t able to print paper
copies of the parish magazine. The only thing
we could do was put electronic copies on the
church website—and this is what happened
with the April, May, June & July/August editions. We know that not everybody has a
computer and I did manage to print a few
copies and deliver them to those I was
aware of. But I’m sad to think that there
may be others who we’ve missed keeping
in touch with— especially letting you know
about the refurbishments inside the
‘locked’ church over the past months . If you
would like to have
copies of the missing editions, please ring the parish office
(closed 1-4 Sept) on 01737 552461, and we’ll be happy to deliver these to you..

St John’s Church
Summer/Autumn update
After the summer we’ve had – and as I write this storm Francis is raging outside –
I’m wondering what to write. There has been sporadic gardening, and the Bereavement Group put in a good morning’s work tidying up the Garden of Remembrance. Contractors have been in and strimmed down the overgrown areas of the
churchyard, and taken away several bags of green waste. Elsewhere in the
churchyard the grass hasn’t grown much and when we did cut it, it was so dry the
dust clogged up the mower’s air filter.
So what have we been doing?

There hasn’t been
much of this ...

...or this ...

I do like
playing with
big boy’s toys!
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But Autumn must be on the way and we can look forward to days of mellow fruitfulness:-

Unfortunately though not all has been sweetness
and light, and we have been in discussions with the
church architect, our builder (the one who replaced
the stolen copper roof, and did the kitchen) and
our quantity surveyor who has reviewed the costings. A lot of work went in to writing the specification for these essential repairs (to the spire and
the old church roof), and the net result is that
they are going to cost in the region of £150,000.
We would also like to make the spiral staircase
up to the bell chamber safe, and discussions have been held with
a carpenter who could undertake the work using oak risers and treads. These
would be cut individually to size, and fitted together, thereby becoming a selfsupporting structure with no need to screw in to the ancient stonework. An estimated cost for this would be around £12,000.
On top of all this, when St John’s re-opened for public worship and the lights
were switched on there was a bang, and the circuit covering the bank of three
chandeliers at the back right of the church tripped. Electricians have investigated
and found that the main cable from that bank, and back to the main board had
failed and would have to be replaced. This should be done before our first 9:30
Parish Communion since lockdown on August 30th, but the investigation and repairs will cost over £800. Difficult to find when church income for the year to date
is so much down and expenditure is up, as a result of roof and other repairs. A
situation exacerbated as well by the closure of the Parish Hall, and that loss of income.
Fortunately we are not yet in the position of the
diocese that covers the Isle of Man, where
churches are being considered for closure because of the loss of income during the pandemic.

So we have a couple of long ladders to climb!

But with God’s help and a lot of prayer
we will get there!
Stop Press!
Bringing the lights back on!
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FIRST COMMUNION on the MOON!
Buzz Aldrin, second astronaut to set foot on the
moon, writes of the events immediately after touchdown on 20 July 1969:
“I unstowed the elements in their flight packets. I put
them and the scripture reading on the little table in
front of the abort guidance-system computer. Then I
called Houston: ‘Houston, this is Eagle. I would like
to request a few moments’ silence. I would like to invite each person listening in ... to contemplate for a
few moments the events of the past few hours, and
to give thanks in his own individual way.’ For me,
this meant taking communion. In the blackout I
opened the little plastic packages which contained
bread and wine. I poured wine into the chalice my
parish had given me. In the one-sixth gravity of the
moon, the wine curled slowly and gracefully up the
cup. It was interesting to think that the very first liquid ever to be poured on the moon, and the first food eaten there, were consecrated elements … I sensed especially strongly my unity with our church back
home, and with the church everywhere. I read, ‘I am the vine; you are the
branches. Whoever remains in me, and I in him, will bear much fruit; for you can
do nothing without me.’”

WISE WORDS
The best vitamin for a Christian is B1.
Coincidence is when God chooses to remain anonymous.
Wrinkled with burdens? Come to Jesus for a faith lift.
In a scary world, the safest place is close to Jesus.
Exercise Daily. Walk with God.

A CENTENARY YEAR!
Further dabbles in the magazine archives produced the news that the Reredos
behind the altar in the ‘old church’ is 100 years old this year! An item in the November 1920 edition reads:
‘ A large and deeply interested congregation gathered in the Parish Church
in the afternoon of Wednesday, October 13th, when the new Reredos presented to the Church by Mr. & Mrs. Evison, in memory of their daughter, Doris Edith, who died August 4th, 1918, and of her husband, Captain T.P. Gibbons, M.C., Herts Regiment, who fell on active service, March 22nd, 1918,
was dedicated.
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‘The Form of Dedication
and the accompanying Collect (included the following)
“In the Faith of Jesus Christ
we dedicate this reredos
and tablet to the Glory of
God, and in memory of our
Brother and Sister, Thomas
Pilling Gibbons and Doris
Edith, his wife. …. We
humbly beseech Thee to
bless and hallow this reredos to Thy Glory and the
adornment of Thy Holy
House: and grant that they who worship here, being drawn by Thy Holy
Spirit to the contemplation and love of heavenly things, may daily be conformed to the image of Thy Dear Son. …”
‘The Reredos, which is a very fine example of the best modern workmanship, was executed by Messrs. James Powell & Son, Whitefriars, who have
supplied us with the following description “It is of Caen stone, and the panels are filled with Opus Sectile mosaic. The central figure represents Our
Lord in Glory, and on either side are figures of St. Michael and St. Gabriel.
The material is a glass tile, which is painted and the paint fired into the tile.
The background of the figures is of gold mosaic.”

‘….We may say further that brilliant and rich as is the colouring in the Reredos, it is in no way out of harmony with the other features of the beautiful
Chancel.’
[Perhaps you, like me, will take a better look at this
wonderful memorial which I’m sure we take for granted!]

THE PARISH CHURCH OF OLD COULSDON
CLERGY

The Rector, Rev. Paul Roberts,
The Rectory, Coulsdon Road, Old Coulsdon
(not available on Mondays)
The Rev. Sue Thomas
(available Thursdays & Sundays)

01737 552152
020 8406 9300

READER:
WARDENS

TREASURER

Christine McCutchion

01737 553681

Tony Tucker
Anne Dyer

01737 555590
01737 555296

Lynn Howell

01737 551652

PARISH OFFICE: Usually Monday-Friday 9.30 a.m. - 12 noon
Email stjohns@coulsdon.net
Phone: 01737 552461
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We are grateful to all those who support St. John’s by placing their advertisements in this magazine. If you would
like to advertise your company or services here please contact the Parish Office at stjohns@coulsdon.net or call 01737
552461.
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WELCOME TO OASIS BYRON PART OF THE OASIS COULSDON HUB
ON THE OASIS ACADEMY BYRON SITE WE OFFER THE COMPLETE PACKAGE OF HIGH QUALITY
EDUCATION AND CHILDCARE IN A FULLY INCLUSIVE AND WELCOMING ENVIRONMENT
FOR FAMILIES FROM PREGNANCY TO 11 YEARS
BYRON CHILDREN’S CENTRE HAS A WIDE RANGE OF HEALTH AND EARLY YEARS ACTIVITES FOR EXPECTANT MOTHERS AND FAMILIES WITH
UNDER 5’S
THE MULBERRY BUSH OFFERS HIGH QUALITY CHILDCARE FOR CHILDREN AGED 2 – 11 INCLUDING FREE SESSIONS FOR 2 -4 YEAR OLDS
8.00-6.00
48 WEEKS A YEAR
OASIS ACADEMY BYRON OFFERS PRIMARY EDUCTION FOR CHILDREN FROM RECEPTION TO YEAR 6 ON A FANATASTIC GREEN AND SECURE
SITE
PLEASE LOOK AT THE WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION OR CALL THE NUMBERS TO ARRANGE A VISIT

Graded ‘Outstanding in all areas’ by Ofsted—Oct. 2018
www.oasisacademybyron.org
Oasis Academy Byron 020 8668 4877

Byron Children’s Centre 020 8763 6285
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Mulberry Bush 020 8660 4180

1 Norfolk House, Wellesley Road, Croydon, CR0 1LH
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