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   1—Thursday 
    11.00 a.m.  ‘Service of the Word’, in Church 
   3—Saturday 
    10.00 a.m.  Gardening Morning in Garden of Remembrance  (to 12.00) 
     
   4—TWELFTH SUNDAY after TRINITY 
     8.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 
      9.30 a.m.  Parish Communion, in Church  (and live-streamed    
          on Facebook/ through church website) 
    11.30 a.m..  Baptism Service, in Church 
   6—Tuesday 
     9.45 a.m.  Holy Communion, MU, in the Old Church 
   8—Thursday 
    11.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 
  10—Saturday 
     7.00 p.m.  Shuffleboard Evening with Supper, in the Church 

     
  11—THIRTEENTH SUNDAY after TRINITY 
     9.30 a.m.  Parish Communion, in Church  (and live-    
        streamed on Facebook/through church website) 
    11.15 a.m.  Family Service, in Church 
  15—Thursday 
    11.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 
        

  18—FOURTEENTH SUNDAY after TRINITY 
     8.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 
      9.30 a.m.  Worship Together, in Church  (and live-streamed    
          on Facebook/ through church website) 
    11.00 a.m..  Baptism Service, in Church 
  20—Tuesday 
     9.45 for 10.00 a.m. Pram Service for Babies & Toddlers, in Church 
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  22—Thursday 
    11.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 
        

  25—FIFTEENTH SUNDAY after TRINITY 
      9.30 a.m.  Parish Communion, in Church  (and live-streamed    
          on Facebook/ through church website) 
    11.15 a.m.  Family Service, in Church 
  28—Wednesday 
     2.00 p.m.  Pray, Knit & Chat, in the Old Church 
  29—Thursday 
    11.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 
 
 
 
 
   1—Saturday 
    10.00 a.m.  Gardening Morning in Garden of Remembrance  (to 12.00) 
    10.00 a.m.  ‘Café Concert’, in the Church  
     
   2—HARVEST FESTIVAL 
      Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity 
     8.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 
      9.30 a.m.  Parish Communion, in Church  (and live-streamed    
          on Facebook/ through church website) 
    11.30 a.m..  Baptism Service, in Church 
   4—Tuesday 
     9.45 a.m.  Holy Communion, MU, in the Old Church 
   6—Thursday 
    11.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 
        

  9—SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY after TRINITY 
      9.30 a.m.  Parish Communion, in Church  (and live-streamed    
          on Facebook/ through church website) 
    11.15 a.m.  Family Service, in Church 
  
   

 
 

WHEREVER YOU ARE YOU CAN STILL 
JOIN US ONLINE FOR SOME SERVICES 

 
Follow the Parish Communion services, etc. 

online live as they’re streamed from the Church 
on Facebook via our website at 

www.stjohns.coulsdon.net   (or watch later)  
Contact the Parish Office on 01737 552461 or 

at stjohns@coulsdon.net   
if you need any help with this.     
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Dear Friends 
 
 
“Come, for everything is now ready.”  So said the man who threw a banquet in 
the parable told by Jesus.  It’s a description of the kingdom where God always 
says, “Come,” never, “Stay away”.  There is always an invitation to God’s king-
dom, and always an open door through faith in Jesus Christ.  The parable tells 
us that those who were most expected to attend the banquet excused them-
selves, but those who were least deserving were the ones who were invited. – 
‘the poor, the crippled, the lame and the blind’. 
  
I wonder if the church reflects this picture of a kingdom where those who have 
felt discriminated against, those who feel they have nothing to offer, those who 
others discount are welcomed simply for who they are?  You might like to pon-
der that. 
 
Admission to Communion  
One small way in which we extend a welcome is to our children and young peo-
ple at Communion.  For many years we have welcomed children from Year 6 
upwards to join us in sharing communion – the ‘family meal’ – after a short prep-
aration course.  Our requirements are minimal: that they are baptised, and that 
at least one parent is a regular communicant member of the church (regular in 
this case being at least once a month).  
We will be running 2 preparation sessions for admission to communion 
on Sunday afternoons between 4.00 and 6.00 p.m. at the Rectory on Sep-
tember 25

th
 and October 2

nd
.  

 
Preparation for Confirmation  
For any young people in Year 9 and upwards who 
would like to be confirmed, we invite them to join the 
two sessions above, plus a third session on Octo-
ber 9

th
.  Confirmation is a sign of taking your part in 

the church – specifically the Church of England, and 
the service of Confirmation this year will be led by 
Bishop David Atkinson on Sunday 6

th
 November at 

4.00 p.m.  Any adults who are interested in con-
firmation are invited to join the Alpha Course. 
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The Alpha Course  
We are planning to run the Alpha Course in the autumn on Thursday evenings 
from September 29

th
 (either in the church or the Rectory).  The Alpha Course 

is a great introduction to the Christian faith, and also a good ‘refresher’ for those 
who have already come to faith.  It 
looks at questions such as  

 Who is Jesus? 
 Why did Jesus die? 
 Why read the bible? 
 How to pray? 
 Who is the Holy Spirit  

and much more.  
 
Speak to me or Sue Thomas if you are 
interested.  You can also mention this 
to any friends or neighbours.  There will be more information coming out later.  
 
Let’s look forward to a fruitful autumn! 

 
 
 
 

 
... brings the start of a busy autumn.  While 
many of you took a break in August at 
home or away, the church was unusually 
busy with two weddings and three funerals.  
As we get back to regular group meetings 

and services, start new groups and arrange 
some super events, we hope you’re refreshed and ready 

to join in with as much as you can.     
   

JOIN A GROUP ... & MAKE NEW FRIENDS 
 

It can be difficult getting to know people in a large gathering such as after ser-
vices in church when everyone’s milling around, 
some are busy and others are chatting to friends.  
This is why joining one of the House Groups or 
The Life Group is a good thing as you can get to 
know a few people much better whilst your spiritu-
al growth is gently nurtured—and it’s interesting to 
see that often good friendships are formed this 
way.  So why not think about giving one (or more) 
of our groups a try as they re-start this month?   
 
The Life Group meets fortnightly in the church 
on a Wednesday evening at 7.00  p.m. — re-starting this month on 21

st  
Sep-

tember—for ‘coffee/tea (& cake) + worship + discussion + prayer’.  It’s a lively 
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group covering a wide age range and you would find a very warm welcome.  So 
why not just turn up and see if it’s for you?  If it’s not, no worries.  It you’d like to 
find out more first, please contact Sue Thomas at sue.thomas431@gmail.com.  
The Parish Office (01737 552461 or email: stjohns@coulsdon.net) wouldd be 
pleased to give details of other groups meeting on different days/times, so do 
get in touch..  Take courage and reach out — it could be the start of something 
good.  (See a little more information about Life Group in a report further on.) 

 
And, as Paul says in his letter, an Al-
pha course—the exciting worldwide 
exploration of the Christian faith - is 

starting at St. John’s on Thursday 
29th September and continuing each 
Thursday evening through the autumn.  
If you need a recommendation or en-
couragement to give this course a try, 
Bear Grylls — whose life has been 

characterised by risk, danger and the unknown—tells that it is this simple explo-
ration that has been his ‘greatest adventure’.  So will you take the first step and 
speak to Paul or Sue about joining the adventure?  Nothing to loose & much to gain! 

.   
 SHUFFLEBOARD’ RETURNS TO ST. JOHN’S! 

 
On Saturday 10th September at 7.00 p.m. 
we have the welcome return of a ‘Shuffleboard 
Evening’ in the Church in aid of church funds.  
‘Shuffleboard is the ultimate inclusive game that 
doesn’t discriminate if you’re 6 or 96, athletic or 
not, tall, short, male, female, you can even 
compete on a level playing field from the com-
fort of a wheelchair.’  Fun guaranteed—for fami-
lies, friends and individuals.  You could round 
up your family and friends and book a table for 
six—or come on your own and we’ll make 
teams on the night  Tickets, including a sausage & chips supper, £12 availa-
ble from the Parish Office at stjohns@coulsdon.net or on 01737 552461..   

 
CALLING ALL BABIES, TODDLERS & PRESCHOOLERS! 
 

PRAM SERVICE will be back on  Tuesday 20 September.  
Be sure to get your mum, dad, granny, grandpa or whoever is 
with you on a Tuesday morning to bring you along to the Church.  
Doors open at 9.45 for a 10.00 a.m. start and there’ll be action 
songs, rhymes, an interactive Bible story, activity, prayers, bells, 

shakers, tambourines, etc. as well as birthday celebrations!  No-
one’s too young, too fidgety or too noisy to come!  
When we’ve finished, there’s time for tea, coffee, squash and 
biscuits while we play and the adults chat afterwards.  Hope you 
can make it..   
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A LOVELY WAY TO SPEND A SATURDAY MORNING!    
 

During the morning of Saturday 1st October another 

popular ‘Café Concert’ returns to St. John’s.  More 
details further on.  Tickets are available in Church NOW 
– or you can order from the Parish Office on 01737 
552461 or at stjohns@coulsdon.net.  For just £5 there 
will be a concert in words and music helped along with 
unlimited tea, coffee & homemade cake whilst surround-
ed by an art exhibition to view at your leisure.   

 
WE CELEBRATE OUR HARVEST FESTIVAL … 

,,, at St. John’s on Sunday, 2nd October especially at Parish Communion.   
We have again decided to support ‘Nightwatch’ and 
‘Purley Food Hub‘.  If you would like to bring some-
thing to church as a thank-offering, Nightwatch 
would especially welcome cans of soup (not pack-
ets), as well as cans of meat, fish, vegetables & 
fruit for people who have no or only basic cooking 
facilities.  The Food Hub is at present particularly 
in need of:  ■ Packets of Soup  ■ Tinned fruit  ■ 
Packets of sweet & savoury biscuits  ■ Tins of rice 
pudding  ■ Hot chocolate requiring only water  ■ 
Small bags of sugar  ■ Jars of pasta sauce  ■ tinned 
pulses  ■ Unisex deodorant  ■ Tin Openers.  
  
Nightwatch is a charity that helps clothe, feed and re-home Croydon’s 
homeless.  Nightwatch volunteers are out every evening in the centre of Croy-
don giving food and other help to homeless and other vulnerable people.  The 
charity helps people at every level of homelessness, from the street homeless 
to those in hostels and bed and breakfast accommodation and vulnerable for-
mer homeless people who need continuing support if they are not to become 
homeless again.  There are no paid staff, and no office premises.  
 
Purley Food Hub provides food and other items for people in crisis .  They 
recently wrote saying:  ’Huge thanks to all our supporters for your continued 
support especially with increased living costs that everyone's experiencing. I 
know our clients really appreciate the food they receive and the difference it 
makes to their lives.’  As you know St. John’s has a box just inside the church 
porch to receive items for the Food Hub throughout the year. 
 

A CHURCH FUNDRAISING DATE FOR YOUR DIARY ~  

SAT. 22 OCT.  - CROYDON MALE VOICE CHOIR CONCERT 
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TONY WRITES … 
 
Well it has finally happened, but I have been told very clearly by dear Wendy, our 
Editor (in Chief) that just because I am now a ‘civilian’ I am not to be excused from 
writing articles for St John’s Parish Magazine!  So my boots have been hung up, 
the climbing ropes put away, and Enid is reclaiming our small bedroom for the 
grandchildren; and I am sat at my desk with keyboard in hand! 
 
On Wednesday 22

nd
 June at the Archdeacon’s Visit-

ation Service at Croydon Minster, Gill Thaxter and 
Ralph Goodwin were commissioned as wardens for 
the year ahead.  It was a lovely evening, and blister-
ingly hot but it was a joy for me to attend the service 
and support my successors as they take up the 
challenges ahead.  It is worth reminding ourselves 
that those chosen for the ancient office of Church-
warden have legal duties and responsibilities pre-
scribed by Statute and Canon Law, and include not 
just being a support to the clergy, but also being of-
ficers of the bishop.  We wish them well and pray 
for their success as they enter in to this ex-
citing role. 

                                                               
Not quite in the same league as the Commissioning of Gill and Ralph was the 
Consecration of the new Bishop of Croydon at Southwark Cathedral.  I watched 
the service afterwards on YouTube www.youtube.com/watch?v=f3IwgP4BYlw and 
have to say it was one of the most joyful and moving services I’ve ever seen.  We 
saw glimpses of Rev Paul during the processions, and it truly was a most wonder-
ful occasion.  Gill and I possibly feel a greater affinity towards Bishop Rosemarie 
than some, as we had the pleasure of welcoming her to the Archdeacon’s Inspec-
tion here at St John’s just a few short weeks ago, and prayed for her and her fu-
ture ministry before she left us.  A lovely lady who will undoubtedly bring the love 
of God to the people of Croydon. 
 
I often think how blessed we are to live in a place like Old Coulsdon, with miles of 
green space on our doorstep, a park, and yes the occasional drug dealer parked 
in Canon’s Hill at night with full headlights on, but I do wonder sometimes what it 
is that some youngsters are missing when they use the park like this:- 

   
Two boxes of Nitrous Oxide 
gas – six heavy cast iron cylin-
ders in each, a set of nozzles 
and dozens of burst balloons 
scattered around.  It may be 
called “laughing gas” but when 
used by dentists, it is mixed 
with oxygen; inhaled neat it 
can cause shivering, nausea, 
vomiting, excessive sweating, 
fatigue, and dizziness.  Per-
haps some might enjoy that – 
but not for me! 

Outside the Minster on a very hot evening 
Congratulations to them both 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f3IwgP4BYlw
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That was all spotted on a very warm Saturday morning when I was on my way to 
the churchyard for a bit of tidying, and after a couple of hours I was ready to call it 
a day, when up popped John Alger with what looked like an almost new self-
propelled mower.  Gill Gregson had very kindly donated it to the church, and told 
me later that Neil would be thrilled to know that we were putting it to good use.  Of 
course we had to give it a try and it works extremely well – so much so that Carole 
Caddick came out to tell us to come in out of the sun as it was just too hot for 
working outside.  Still it’s a great mower Gill and we’re very grateful. 
 

Those at Parish Communion on 10
th
 July will have heard Christine talking about 

the FoRB Conference we attended in Westminster last week.  What an occa-
sion, and absolutely mind-blowing the issues which were discussed, and the 
countries from whence some of the speakers came.  It would be silly of me to 
just list them all, but for me of particular note were a representative of the Baha’i 
faith originally based in Iran, but now suffering acute persecution there, in Yem-
en and Qatar.  Jeremy Hunt MP chaired another seminar entitled Prisoners of 
Conscience – In the firing line of Blasphemy Laws; introducing Rafiq Hayat, Na-
tional President of the Ahmadiyye Muslims and the persecution they suffer in 
Pakistan.  Archbishop Angelos, Coptic Orthodox Archbishop of London, and 
Ambassador Rashad Hussain, US Ambassador at Large for International Reli-
gious Freedom.  Rev Sue will attest to the very fulsome praise that Jeremy was 
given, and deserves, for his work in this area when Foreign Secretary, and my 
hope is that he will be able to continue with his support – whichever way his ca-
reer develops.  Dame Margaret Hodge spoke with others from the Board of 
Deputies of British Jews and touched briefly on the messages of hate that she 
had received during the Jeremy Corbyn era in parliament.  There was also a 
very scary discussion about the dangers of Digital Persecution, and a leader of 
the Uyghur community in China, described in some detail the truly awful perse-
cution being suffered in that country.  I could go on, but won’t, other than to say 
there are so many groups and organisations working on the subject of FoRB, 
and we must pray that the world listens and the situation improves.   

 
We understood that the original number of countries represented was to be 32, 
but that that number had increased to over 100.  On arrival on the first day I asked 
one of the numerous police officers around what was happening, and was told that 
there were actually 2500 on duty, and that we were in the safest part of London!  

On the way back to Charing 
Cross that night it was very hot 
and we had to fight our way 
through the mob outside the 
Downing Street gates, as the 
Boris saga grew louder. 
    

This old boy (on the left) sug-
gested that he had seen it all 
before, and would quite like to 
go home to his stall; and as we 
were pretty tired too, a lift would 
have been nice, but for some 
reason this guy wouldn’t lend us 
his horse! 



Well I think this is probably enough rambling for now so I’ll close off this article; but 
with just a couple more observations.  Yesterday at the Fish Van on Canon’s Hill, I 
bumped into Carole Fisher.  I hadn’t seen her for quite some time, and so it was a 
lovely surprise, both seeing her and seeing her so cheerful in spite of everything.  
Carole said to me “Thank you for your Parish Magazine articles; and after I’d seen 
you riding that motorcycle, I thought you’d be interested to know that when I was 5 
years old, I used to play in your garden with a little boy who wanted to marry me – 
but I turned him down!”  How lovely to know how many of our lives are intertwined, 
and at the centre of the knot is our church. 
 
……and finally, as The Ven. Moira Astin said at the Visitation Service “we recog-
nise and give thanks for those prompted by the Spirit to offer themselves in the 
service and ministry of Christ’s Church, for the faithfulness of those who have 
served in the past, and we entrust the year ahead to the grace and mercy of Al-
mighty God”.   May peace and security return for all, especially for our brothers 
and sisters persecuted in war, through religion, by faith, or in any other way. 
Thank you. 

 
 

 
MOTHERS' UNION - Transformation - Now! - our theme for 2022 
 

SEPTEMBER focus:  Creationtide    
Mothers' Union is a Christian organisation that has been supporting 
families worldwide for over 140 years.  Started by our founder Mary 
Sumner in 1876 in her local parish, we have grown into an interna-
tional charity with over 4 million members in 84 countries.  We 
demonstrate our faith in action.  This happens as we work towards 
stopping poverty, stopping inequality, and stopping injustice.  Our 

members work at grassroots level around the world—and bring hope and 
practical support to millions of people every year through parenting, literacy and 
community development programmes. 
 

Our prayer is that we can: 
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Surrey Churches Preservation Trust  
This year the Ride and Stride is on Saturday 10 Sep-
tember.  It’s for cyclists and walkers hoping to raise funds 
for their own and other churches.  I will be taking part, trying 
to visit as many churches as possible on the day and I'm 
looking for sponsorship.  Half the money raised will go to St 
John's and the other half will go to the SCPT for distribution 
to other Surrey churches in need of restoration.  This year 
the money raised for St John's will go towards the restoration of the church spire.  I 
would be delighted to have your support.  If you would like to sponsor me, and help St 
John's, there is a sponsorship form on the Information Desk at the back of church.  
Thank you.     Angela G. 
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Transform ourselves, personally and spiritually, to live out our faith 
Transform the churches and communities we work with, and of which 
we are a part, to reflect Christ's kingdom 
Transform Mothers' Union to be relevant for 21st century life. 

"For with God nothing shall be impossible" - Luke 1:37 
 

BRANCH DATES: 
Tuesday 6 Sept: 9.45am   Corporate Holy Communion, followed by  
       refreshments 
Wednesday 28 Sept:   2.00pm    Pray, Knit & Chat in Church - do join   
        us!  All welcome whether you knit or not -  
             delicious cakes, good company and time  

            to remember others in prayer. 
 
SATURDAY 1 OCT:  CAFE CONCERT - 10-12 - in Church - 
enjoy a 'feast of delights', food, fun, art, words and music - all 
for just £5. Tickets available from the Church Office or at the 
door on the day.  
 

REFLECTION:  
The contrast between the beauty of God's creation and 
the ugliness of humanity's misuse of it is stark.  During 
‘Creationtide’ we are called to pray and work for the pro-
tection of the environment that sustains us all.  The 
strength of our relationship with one another as neigh-
bours. wherever in the world we live, must mirror our ef-
forts to strengthen and restore our relationship with crea-
tion, particularly for future generations. May our prayers 
be filled with praise for our Creator and his creation, sor-
row for our abuse of it, and intercessions for help as we 
seek to make good our wrongs.  

Our prayer for this month: 
God of creation, Lord of the harvest, 
we bring you our first fruits of praise; 
we celebrate your goodness with thankful hearts. 
All that you have made is very good; 
let us steward your creation with integrity and care.  Amen 
 

ANY OFFERS? 
Following a tidy-
up in the Parish 
Hall, a small air 
hockey table, a 
basketball hoop 

and …. 



 
 

…  a full-size pool table are available for a small dona-
tion.  There are also 2 badminton rackets plus a net 
and a set of balls for the pool table. 
 
If you’d like to find out more or want to make any of-
fers, please contact Gill Thaxter at  
churchwardengill@yahoo.com 

 
 

 
 

 

St John’s supports FoRB 
 
Freedom of Religion or Belief or even The UK Freedom of Religion or Belief 
Forum is not exactly a title that trips off the tongue; so after Christine and I 
attended the 2022 Ministerial Conference of that name, we wondered how many 
of us actually comprehend what it is all about?  I certainly didn’t on that first 
morning in Westminster. 
 

Most readers will know that Rev. Sue was appointed as the Diocesan Repre-
sentative on the UK Forum, and after a lot of dedicated work fuelled by her 
passion for justice she has been asked to serve for another 12 months, for 
which she should be congratulated.   (But she will be looking for some help 
and support from us – St John’s congregation.) 

 
So what is it all about?  The stories about indi-
vidual situations are horrendous. But Christine 
was struck by the visual display on the second 
floor which takes all this persecution down to 
one word: ‘Hate’.  The pictures further on show 
the displays with the headings: ‘Understanding 
religious hate speech’, ‘breaking the hate 
speech chain’, and ‘what is our new toolkit 
against hate?’ 
 

Tony and Christine were both struck by the number and variety of faith or-
ganisations and charities at this international Ministerial conference that are 
working against ‘hatred’ of people who have a different faith or belief.  This 
can lead to hatred, and then can grow on to the point of severe persecution.  
All these organisations come together under the FoRB umbrella to bring 
awareness and pressure on countries to rethink their actions.  Sue was tell-
ing us just how much being on the monthly FORB (UK) has opened her eyes 
to persecution happening, such as Muslim against Muslim. -‘They are the 
wrong sort of Muslim’ - and of course the secular countries against any reli-
gion or belief that is different.  

 
This FoRB conference covered so much.  We have all heard of Open Doors and 
their commitment to bring bibles and the Gospel to persecuted Christians around 
the world, but how about their work in tackling Digital Persecution?  In 1995 
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around 16m people had access to the internet, that figure is now something like 
5bn, and as an adjunct to that, surveillance technology has advanced to include 
facial and even emotional recognition.  It has been said that despite the technolo-
gy giants’ utopian prophecies, the internet will likely be used to oppress 
most of the world in due course.  Defeating digital persecution in the Glob-
al South today would save four billion people from serious hardship tomorrow. 
 

The Christian Council of China reports that publications in their online 
bookstore have had all the characters for ‘Christ’, ‘Jesus, and ‘Christians’ re-
placed or deleted to comply with censorship laws.  China now has 16 of the 
most surveilled cities in the world, and in Xinjiang you are always watched; a 
computer decides your fate, against which there is no appeal.  We heard 
from a Uyghur representative how the use of facial recognition cameras has 
led to members of that community being arrested, and interrogated using 
‘emotional recognition’ and how the ensuing fear – or even terror – is used 
to convict them on spurious charges.  Even more awful was hearing over 
lunch from a delegate at the conference, that convicted persons were then 
assessed, executed, and their body parts sold for profit (unverified but be-
lievable). 

 
In Pakistan Ahmadi Muslims (whose guiding principle is ‘Love for all, hatred for 
none’) are suffering extreme persecution.  A change in the law enables the Paki-
stan Telecommunications Authority – not a court - to decide whether online con-
tent is blasphemous or not.  If it is deemed to be so the penalties can be severe, 
and include death, fines, or imprisonment for life.  An Ahmadi, can no longer call 
himself a Muslim, and even media outside the country can have such controls 
imposed.  Ahmadiyya Muslim content on YouTube, Google, and the entire 
Amadiyya Muslim TV station has been closed down; and in addition their official 
Twitter accounts in the UK have been closed on the basis that they violate Paki-
stani law. 
 
We could then come on to Hate Crime, and we have a 90 page ‘Practical Guide’                                                                                                                            
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to identifying and dealing with it – 
and its consequences.  This is not 
the place to go into that too deeply, 
but one group of people hating an-
other is a form of persecution, and I 
was encouraged by one of the 
presentations to hear in some detail 
the way the police (here in the UK) 
monitor the subject and police ac-
cordingly.  At the Conference there 
was a huge white-board on display, 
upon which delegates were invited 
to add their thoughts on breaking 
the hate speech chain.  The photos 
will give you an idea – comments 
too small to read unfortunately, but 
you get the idea – and it was proba-
bly 5m long – so at the end of the 
conference it was covered with ide-
as which will be reviewed and sum-
marised before re-distributing to 
delegates. 
 
All in all Christine and I were both shocked and humbled by the size and com-
plexity of the problem, but hugely impressed by the quality and number of organi-
sations that have signed up to FoRB and are trying to address the issues raised.  
FoRB is gradually being replicated (finding its way) around the world and is being 
embraced wherever it goes.  When we say that next year’s conference is to be 
held in Brazil readers will understand just how international it is becoming.  There 
is a huge amount of work to be done, and it will take time, but with prayer and 
commitment by all, persecution at all levels and against all groups may at least 
be improved. 
 
Meanwhile please pray for the work of any organisation working for reconciliation 
between different groups/faiths and let Sue, know if you too would like to find a 
way to work with FoRB against hatred. 
 
Let us hope our church can play an active part even in our smaller way.  TT 
 
 
 

CHRISTMAS is COMING! 
“Go away” you might say, “I don’t want to think about 
that yet!”  But we just want you to know that St. 
John’s Christmas Fair will be on Saturday 19 No-
vember.  So please could you start gathering togeth-
er items to stock the stalls—unwanted gifts, home-

made goods: pickles, handicrafts, etc. and keep the 
date free to give a hand and join in the fun!  Thank you.    
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Revd Sue Thomas writes…  
 

Limping Hen! 
 
Peony has a limp.  What do you do for that?  I tried to imagine what that would be 
like for me.  It would be quite a huge thing.  So I picked her up, washed her foot 
and inspected it.  It felt a bit hotter than the other, but not much.  Underneath, on 
the soft pad of her foot, there appeared to be an old wound that had sealed itself 
up.  Perhaps she’d trodden on a thorn or something and now it was infected.  It is a 
  
 
 
 
 

worry because vet appointments, for birds that is, are not easy to get quickly.  Do 
we book now?  Do we leave it?  So we decided to give her some painkillers, bit like 
we’d take paracetamol.  Two doses later, having forgotten to administer a third, we 
found her fully running down the whole length of the garden, with purpose.  She 
was so focused on running a straight line into the house to find the cat’s bowl and 
gobble up the left overs - tinned sardines (her favourite).  The cat sat by and just 
let it happen!  What a relief that her foot is healed.  No trip to the vet.  Healing is 
amazing: how God has created immune systems to take over and seal wounds 
and so on.  That in itself is a miracle.  Let’s thank God for all the miracles we see 

and never notice.     Sue 
 
 

 

Coulsdon Welcomes Ukrainian Families 
 
The conflict in Ukraine is not going away, and we now have a growing Ukrainian 
community in Coulsdon.  Currently we have 24 Sponsor families hosting 31 Adult 
Ukrainians and 16 children of school ages who are going to school in Coulsdon.  
Although new families are still arriving as the conflict widens in Ukraine, a lot of 
sponsors are reaching the 6 month point where they must decide whether they are 
able to continue to host or what happens next.  Unfortunately, as you may know 
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council waiting lists are huge (Croydon currently has 5,000 people on its waiting 
list for housing) and our Ukrainian guests will struggle to meet the criteria for be-
ing able to put together deposits and references for renting in the private rented 
sector.  There is also the difficulty that although many of our Ukrainian guests are 
very highly qualified, their qualifications are not recognised in the UK and the 
process of getting those qualifications recognised is lengthy and they are there-
fore taking low-income employment or focussing on improving their English to 
enable them to go through the requalification process.  Also, as most of the fami-
lies have left their husbands in Ukraine, they therefore have to work around avail-
able childcare.  
 

Croydon Council is working with existing 
sponsors to find a solution and many hosts 
want to continue—hosting is a rewarding 
experience and finding out about another 
country, traditions and delicious food is 
lovely (despite the initial bureaucracy in-
volved in setting up a Ukrainian family in 
the British system).  Sharing your house 
with another family long term, however, is 
not always practical, some of our hosts 
have children coming back from university or need 
to care for elderly parents that was not in the original equation when 
they started hosting.  One of the solutions for those families whose hosts 
cannot continue is to find ‘follow on hosts’ - hosts that were maybe put off 
sponsoring initially by the process, or potential sponsors who put themselves 
forward but didn’t find a match themselves but would still be interested in 
hosting someone who has already been set up in the system. 

 
To be eligible for hosting you would need to contact Jason d’Silva-Williams at 
homes.ukraine@croydon.gov.uk to express your interest and your home would 
need to be checked that it meets the correct criteria (it has the right number of 
smoke alarms etc.) and if you would like to speak to a current host to find out 
how the process works please contact elearic@gmail.com and she would be 
happy to talk to you. 

 
 

A SERVICE for REMEMBERING THOSE WHO HAVE DIED 
Sunday 30

th
 October 2022 at 3pm at St John’s Church  

A special service held annually, when we particularly 
remember those who have died in the last two years 
but anyone who has lost a loved one is welcome to 
come.  If you would like someone remembered, please 
contact the Parish Office on 01737 552461 or email 
stjohns@coulsdon.net. The names will be read out in a 
setting of praise and thanksgiving, and you will be giv-
en an opportunity to light a candle.  For those unable 
to attend, the service will be live-streamed.  

mailto:Homes.Ukraine@croydon.gov.uk
mailto:elearic@gmail.com


SUMMER ESCAPADES! 
 
Look what some of our parishioners got up to this summer!  

 
Here is Hazel Collis celebrating her 90

th
 birth-

day this year by abseiling down the 262 ft. 
ArccelorMittal Orbit in Queen Elizabeth 
Olympic Park.at the end of July.  She did this 
to raise funds for the Ryan MS Therapy Cen-
tre in Coulsdon  If you would like to support 
her efforts, it’s not too late— you can donate 
online at www.peoplesfundraising.com/
fundraising/Hazels-Abseil2022 and read 
more about the back-
ground to Hazel’s ad-
venture! 
 
~~~~~~~ 
 
Flying high 
is Ann 
Newland  
who cele-
brated her 
80

th
 birthday 

by doing a 
tandem 
paraglide 
with one of 

her granddaughters in August.  She was in-
spired by the ‘Going to Greater Heights’ Leprosy 
Mission campaign earlier this year and would 
love it if you would like to give a donation, online 
at leprosymission.org.uk/donate  
 

~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
 
 
 

And finally, here’s Peter Burton at 
the helm of  ‘Pilgrim of Brixham’, 
a 125 year old restored wooden 
Brixham sailing trawler (pictured 
inset), which he joined for a two-
week trip to Alderney and France 
just after his 80

th 
birthday 

 
                  ~~~~~~ 

What did you get up to?  Your stories with pictures always very welcome!  
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Other stuff:-  
Ex-Prime Minister Harold Wilson once said “a week is a long time in politics”, and 
so it has seemed recently as Boris’ tenure at No 10 comes to an end, and the 
gawping crowds interfered with Christine and I as we made our way home after 
the 2022 Ministerial Conference on FoRB; and it was a long time ago that St 
John’s celebrated its 750

th
 anniversary – so let’s cast our minds back to 2010 

and a fun evening when many of us took part in a ‘treasure hunt’ round the par-
ish, returning to the churchyard for the final clue which rested here:- 

 

A sundial atop the pedestal in the old part of 
the churchyard – but it had GONE! 

 
Roll the clock forward 12 years during which 
we have seen a whole string of PMs – there’s 
been Ted, Jim and Margaret, John, Tony and 
Gordon, David, Theresa and Boris, soon to be 
replaced by ……….; and magically the return 
of the sundial’s dial – minus its gnomon.  After 
a bit of a search we found a young man near 
Edenbridge 
operating un-
der the name 
‘Hot Iron 

Blacksmithing’, and what a find he was.  So 
helpful and so skilled; he made and attached a 
new gnomon, and aged the metal to match the 
base, and it has now been re-attached to the 
pedestal and looks superb. 

 
And when I checked it keeps pretty well perfect 
time - allowing for BST - so a good job all round 

 
We’re still in a bit of a quandary about the dam-
age inflicted on the churchyard Box shrubs by 
the Boxwood Moth – and some of them appear 
to be past saving.  At home one of ours was al-
so suffering quite badly until on two afternoons I 

saw a huge flock of starlings de-
scend and throw themselves at it 

 

Difficult to see in the photograph, 
but they devoured all the caterpil-
lars and at the time of writing the 
shrub is recovering; and in the 
churchyard too there are one or 
two signs of life, so we must wait 
and see. 
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Many of us are waiting too, to see progress on the spire repairs.  These are now 
in the hands of the PCC and our churchwardens, but I can tell you that our archi-
tect has now produced a very detailed specification, which has been reviewed by 
Ralph, and as I understand it, will soon be put out to tender, and laid before the 
Diocesan Advisory Committee for comment – and hopefully approval.  Then 
there will just be the small matter of fundraising – but more of that in due course. 
 
One benefit of all the dry weather is that the grass in the churchyard has stopped 
growing, although in walking round and picking up rubbish – including a neatly 
rolled but not bagged nappy – I have noticed a lot of seed heads, so we’ll proba-

bly whizz a mower over it shortly, and just today, 
John Alger came up with a special weeding tool 
which he used to great effect in the Garden of 
Remembrance. 

 

This drinker would have had to pass the bin on 
his way out, but maybe he does this at home 

too! 
 

The old parts of the churchyard are quite over-
grown, but have brought us some pretty butter-
flies which is lovely, and helps with our Eco-
Church credentials.  Unfortunately though we 
have also received complaints from people who 
have not been able to get to a relative’s grave, 
and seem to think that it is the church’s respon-

sibility to keep the area mown.  Clearly this is impossible with the few active vol-
unteers we have, and the contractors who come three times a year cost close to 
£400.00 per visit; but we do our best; and indeed the contractors came today 
(27/7) and did a big tidy-up, so it is looking better. 
 

Elsewhere in this magazine you may have read about Gill Gregson’s very 
kind donation of a mower – and now a super petrol driven strimmer as well.  
Well those readers who have been in the garden shed will know that there’s 
not much room so we had to decide which of the other three mowers we 
should dispose of.  One bright yellow ‘Partner’ machine did work, but was 
very noisy, and at its last service, Cornell & Varley told me not to bring it 
again as it was past saving.  Fortunately Simon Jackson’s daughter has 
dreams of becoming a motorsport technician, and had already turned one 
old mower into a ‘go-kart’.  Simon sent me a video of it in action which made 
me smile, as it could do with some further development in the steering de-
partment!   Simon later told me it was designed for drag racing!!  Anyway we 
gave the machine to Simon and his daughter, so maybe at some point in the 
future we may see her in an F1 garage at a Grand Prix. 
 

This weekend Enid and I will finally be seeing our daughter’s new home down in 
Wiltshire – it’s a Grade II Listed cottage with a thatched roof, so I foresee the odd 
job for Dad on the horizon; but nonetheless we are looking forward to the visit 
enormously.  Her church, St Mary’s, Market Lavington is part of a benefice so on-
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ly operates on the second Sunday each month which is a shame as it was built 
around the same time as St John’s, and interestingly it has a 6-bell tower and 
some enthusiastic ringers – and it does sound beautiful.    
 
Have a good Autumn everyone – maybe by the time you read this we’ll have had 

some rain!        Tony 
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House Group and Life Group Report 2022 
  
Pandemic challenge: Whilst the pandemic has been a challenge, through-
out the lockdowns all five Groups kept in touch with each other.  A number of 
groups met for sessions on Zoom and those that could not were encouraged to 
participate by giving their views, prior to a meeting, over the phone.  Everyone 
was in regular phone contact.  Groups remain strong, though some members are 
only just returning back.  
Charity support: All groups still support their chosen charities, though with 
lockdown, financial support is being re-established.  
Study material: The material groups studied included ‘What If?’, a resource 
from Open Doors UK on persecution of Christians and adapted by Revd Sue 
Thomas. Some groups followed their own study.  For Lent 2022 most groups 
used the six week course ‘The Resilient Disciple: A Lenten Journey from 
Adversity to Maturity’ written by Sue Thomas, adapting material from Justine Al-
lain Chapman’s book.  The course was well received.  
‘4 W’s’: Following a zoom teaching to House Group & Life Group Leaders with 
Will Cookson, Southwark Diocese’ Dean of Fresh Expressions and Pioneer min-
istry, some House Groups and Life Group used the ‘4 W’s’ of Welcome, Worship, 
Word, and Witness to frame their sessions and found this encouraging new lead-
ership.  
Spring Harvest 2022: Some House Group & Life Group leaders along with 
some group members went to Spring Harvest 2022.  It was a good time to freely 
worship together with 2,000-3,000 people after the last few years of lockdown.  
One group is to study ‘Nehemiah’ as a result of the teaching there. It was full of 
joy and we are re-booked for next year!  Do join us.          Revd Sue Thomas  
 
 

A letter was received at a village church from TV Licensing addressed to 
‘The Present Occupier’ and wondering why there was no record of a TV 
licence.  The churchwarden replied: ‘The Present Occupier is God.  He 

took up residence in 1870 when His house was opened and consecrated.  
As He is an all-seeing God, He really has no need for a television set.’ 
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CHURCH OF OLD COULSDON   
CLERGY  The Rector,  Rev. Paul Roberts, 
      The Rectory, Coulsdon Road, Old Coulsdon     01737  552152 
             (not available on Mondays)  
      The Rev. Sue Thomas       020 8406 9300 
     (available Thursdays & Sundays) READER: 
   Christine McCutchion       01737  553681 
WARDENS 
   Gill Thaxter         01737  553596 
   Ralph Goodwin         
TREASURER 
   Lynn Howell         01737  551652 
 
PARISH OFFICE:  Monday-Friday   9.30 a.m. - 12 noon  
                          Email     stjohns@coulsdon.net     Phone:  01737 552461 
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We are grateful to all those who support St. John’s by plac-
ing their advertisements in this magazine.   If you would 
like to advertise your company or services here please con-
tact the Parish Office at stjohns@coulsdon.net or call 01737 
552461. 
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www.oasisacademybyron.org

Oasis Academy Byron 020 8668 4877     Byron Children’s Centre 020 8763 6285     Mulberry Bush 020 8660 4180

WELCOME TO OASIS BYRON PART OF THE OASIS COULSDON HUB

ON THE OASIS ACADEMY BYRON SITE WE OFFER THE COMPLETE PACKAGE OF HIGH QUALITY  

EDUCATION AND CHILDCARE IN A FULLY INCLUSIVE AND WELCOMING ENVIRONMENT

FOR FAMILIES FROM PREGNANCY TO 11 YEARS
BYRON CHILDREN’S CENTRE HAS A WIDE RANGE OF HEALTH AND EARLY YEARS ACTIVITES FOR EXPECTANT MOTHERS AND FAMILIES WITH 

UNDER 5’S
THE MULBERRY BUSH OFFERS HIGH QUALITY CHILDCARE FOR CHILDREN AGED 2 – 11 INCLUDING FREE SESSIONS FOR 2 -4 YEAR OLDS 

8.00-6.00               48 WEEKS A YEAR

OASIS ACADEMY BYRON OFFERS PRIMARY EDUCTION FOR CHILDREN FROM RECEPTION TO YEAR 6 ON A FANATASTIC GREEN AND SECURE 
SITE

PLEASE LOOK AT THE WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION OR CALL THE NUMBERS TO ARRANGE A VISIT 

Graded ‘Outstanding in all areas’ by Ofsted—Oct. 2018 
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1 Norfolk House, Wellesley Road, Croydon, CR0 1LH 

 



 


