Coulsdon
Parish
Church

St. John

50p

September 2021

2

2—Thursday
11.00 a.m.

Holy Communion, in Church

5—THE FOURTEENTH SUNDAY after TRINITY
8.00 a.m.
9.30 a.m.

7—Tuesday
9.45 a.m.
9—Thursday
11.00 a.m.
11—Saturday
10.00 a.m.

Holy Communion, in Church
Parish Communion, in Church (and live-streamed
on Facebook/through church website)
Holy Communion, MU, in Church
Holy Communion, in Church
Baptism Preparation, in Church

12—THE FIFTEENTH SUNDAY after TRINITY
9.30 a.m.

Parish Communion, in Church (and live-streamed
on Facebook/through church website)
Family Service, in Church

11.15 a.m.
16—Thursday
11.00 a.m. Holy Communion, in Church

19—THE SIXTEENTH SUNDAY after TRINITY
8.00 a.m.
9.30 a.m.

Holy Communion, in Church
Parish Communion, in Church (and live-streamed
on Facebook/through church website)

21—Tuesday
9.45 for 10,00 a.m. Pram Service, in Church
22—Wednesday
2.00 p.m. Pray, Knit & Chat, in Church
23—Thursday
11.00 a.m. Holy Communion, in Church
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25—Saturday
10.00 a.m.

Baptism Preparation, in Church

26—HARVEST FESTIVAL

The Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity
9.30 a.m. Parish Communion, in Church (and live-streamed
on Facebook/through church website)
11.15 a.m. Family Service, in Church
30—Thursday
11.00 a.m. Holy Communion, in Church

3—THE EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY after TRINITY
8.00 a.m.
9.30 a.m.

11.30 a.m.
5—Tuesday
9.45 a.m.
7—Thursday
11.00 a.m.
9—Saturday
10.00 a.m.

Holy Communion, in Church
Parish Communion, in Church (and live-streamed
on Facebook/through church website)
Baptism Service, in Church
Holy Communion, MU, in Church
Holy Communion, in Church
Baptism Preparation, in Church

10—THE NINETEENTH SUNDAY after TRINITY
9.30 a.m.

11.15 a.m.

Parish Communion, in Church (and live-streamed
on Facebook/through church website)
Family Service, in Church

WE’D LOVE TO SEE YOU IN CHURCH BUT ...
YOU CAN JOIN US ONLINE TOO!
You can follow the Parish Communion services
online live as they’re streamed from the Church.
Go
to
St.
John’s
website
at
www.stjohns.coulsdon.net, scroll down to the
’Facebook’ panel below Paul’s introduction on
the home page, click on any of the St. John’s blue
headings (and ‘not now’ if you’re asked if you want to join Facebook)
and finally click on the appropriate service. And, if the service times are
not convenient for you, the recorded service will be ready when you are
afterwards! Watch live or watch later! Please contact the Parish Office
on 01737 552461 or at stjohns@coulsdon.net if you want to know more
or need any help with this.

DEADLINE for the OCTOBER EDITION—Wednesday, 15 September
by phone, note or preferably Email to wendy.burton@coulsdon.net
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Dear Friends
September always feel like the beginning of the year
for me. Perhaps it’s because my memories of new
school years, as a pupil and a teacher, are still very
strong. I always enjoyed getting new exercise
books with the opportunity for a fresh start; and as a
teacher I always wondered what the new intake of
pupils would be like.
This month our new pattern of Sunday services
starts. In addition to the weekly 9.30 service we will
be alternating a service of Holy Communion and the
Family Service: Holy Communion at 8.00 on the 1st
and 3rd Sundays, and the Family Service at 11.15 on
the 2nd and 4th Sundays. Baptisms will take place
on the 1st Sunday at 11.30. We will also be reinstating the Worship Together service on the 3rd Sunday
at 9.30, to which I hope we will be joined by some of
the 17th Purley Scouts.
Don’t forget that we have FOUR ways to help you donate to the church:





Standing orders – the best way for all of us to help with budgeting.
Online donations
Contactless payments
Cash donations

All the details are on our website: www.stjohns.coulsdon.net/donate
We also plan to start serving refreshments again after the services, and Carole
Caddick will be getting a rota together to help with that.
Nicy and the MU are looking at re-starting the MU service once a month, and
the popular Pray, Knit and Chat group.
I hope that we will be able to run another Alpha course from the end of this
month. You may know someone who would be interested, so when there are
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more details let them know.
Finally, we shall be moving on with the appointment of a
youth minister. Our work with the children and young
people of the church has really suffered during the last 18
months, as it has in many churches. Please pray that we
can rebuild the good work that had been done before the
pandemic.
The Book of Ezra describes how the Jewish exiles returned to Jerusalem to rebuild the temple. When they saw the foundations
many of the older people wept aloud while others shouted for joy. I think we
can share their mixed emotions as we consider what and who we have lost during the pandemic and the reduced life that we are returning to, but also joy as
we begin to rebuild and look forward. Let’s take to heart that verse from Nehemiah 8: ‘The joy of the Lord is your strength’.
With all good wishes

Climate Sunday: Caring for Creation
We are all very aware of the recent effects of climate change with the wildfires in
southern Europe and the western USA, and the floods in northern Europe and
China. Apart from that, we have all experienced very unpredictable weather patterns in recent years.
The scientific evidence is clear that climate change
has been caused largely by human activity - the release of greenhouse gases which cause the atmosphere to warm and make the earth’s climate less stable.
The recent UN IPCC report laid out in stark terms the
need for immediate action in order to avoid a catastrophic permanent change to the earth’s climate. But
also, more hopefully, the ways that it is possible to
take action before it is too late.

As Christians we are called to work with God our Creator to be good stewards of
creation, and to care for the poor. This is reflected in the 4th and 5th ‘Marks of Mission’:



To transform unjust structures of society, to challenge violence
of every kind and pursue peace and reconciliation
To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation, and sustain and
renew the life of the earth
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This year, during September and October, along with
many other churches, we are going to mark the season
known as ‘Creationtide’, and our services will reflect
themes to do with creation:






September 12th:
God the Creator, and us as stewards of creation
September 19th:
Justice, righteousness, and climate change
September 26th: Harvest Thanksgiving
October 3rd: A commitment to respond

The PCC is going to commission an audit to help us apply
for the bronze ‘Eco-Church Award’, and I have asked Trevor Meadowcroft to help
us focus our ideas and plan our actions.
In our Diocese, the Bishop of Kingston is taking a lead on climate and eco-issues,
and he will be leading a prayer vigil at Southwark Cathedral on Saturday 23rd October for the COP 26 climate conference to be held in Glasgow.

I believe that the issue of climate change is the single most important issue facing
humanity today as it has far-reaching effects on all of us now and for generations
to come. Get informed, pray and be prepared to respond.
PAUL

NEWS SNIPPETS ...
CHILDREN … are welcome at the 9.30 Parish Communion service, where we

are hoping to offer them a short time - about 20 minutes - on their own at the
back of the church. This will give them an opportunity to engage with the theme
of the service in their own way. More information soon.
.
THE CHURCH IS OPEN ...and the kettle at the ready on MOST Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday mornings from 10.00-12.00. Pop in
for
a chat and a cuppa, or just to sit quietly, or to have a look
around, We’re delighted that Jean has joined our little team
enabling the church to be open every weekday morning (with
the Communion service on a Thursday).
We’ve had some very interesting visitors recently—a gentleman with his 5 yr old great-granddaughter who loves
churches and made herself at home, a concert pianist who
had discovered our ’hidden gem’ of a church by chance and
delighted us with some beautiful music, and people who’ve
been pleased to be able to light candles for loved ones.
There’s tea, coffee & biscuits on offer and somebody to welcome you. And for
the next couple of weeks there will still be the Bookstall to browse!
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GARDEN OF REMEMBRANCE UPDATE

We all know from our own gardens how much the weeds have grown!!!!
As a Churchwarden and member of the Bereavement visiting group, I know how
important this Garden is to many visitors and parishioners. Therefore I am suggesting a regular working party to keep the garden in good shape. First Saturday
of each month at 10 – 12 midday. Good exercise, good weeding and most of
all good chatting. Bring your own secateurs etc plus a flask. I will provide the biscuits!
LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU ON SAT 4TH SEPTEMBER.
[Call Gill on 01737 553596 if you want to know more.]

PRAM SERVICE RETURNS!
After a long, long enforced break, we are
so looking forward to welcoming all babies, toddlers and pre-schoolers and their
mums, dads, grannies, grandpas and other carers to our Pram Service on Tuesday, 21st September at 9.45 for 10.00
a.m. start in the Church.
There’ll be action songs and the children’s favourite rhymes, a Bible story, activity,
prayer circle, musical instruments and birthday celebrations for all to enjoy. The
babies are never too young to start – they love to watch the older ones moving
about and enjoy the bouncy songs. Why not come and give it a try? We’d love to
see you – the more the merrier. And be sure to stay afterwards for tea, coffee,
juice, and biscuits while the children play and we chat.
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This year the Ride and Stride is on Saturday 11
September. I am looking for sponsorship but this
year as I cannot leave the form in church, I will be
standing at the back of church on the Sundays beforehand asking for your support. Half the money
raised is for our own church and half goes to the trust which
gives grants for restoration and repair to churches in Surrey. Thank you very
much.
Angela Gillman
[I asked Angela a little more about the day and learned that she will not be
‘riding’ but ‘striding’ .. walking by herself and trying to visit her yearly average
of about 17 churches! If you would like to walk with her, she would
be delighted to have company. Angela will also be in church on the 12th
& 19th Sept. to collect sponsorship money and will be happy to receive donations from anyone who would like to support her but didn’t manage to sponsor
her beforehand. Ed.]
As a quote from ‘Essential Surrey’ says: ‘Stretch your legs and relax your mind,
visit unique historic buildings, see beautiful countryside, get some exercise and
have fun with family and friends! This year with churches closed for so long and
many having lost income thanks to the pandemic, it is more important than ever to
help them conserve their buildings.’

INVITATION to
a COFFEE MORNING
with Cake Sale

The local committee of the World Day of Prayer is
‘hi-jacking’ Old Coulsdon Congregational Church's reguth
lar Wednesday coffee morning on 29 September
from 10.30am to 12 noon - with the added extra of a
homemade cake and biscuit sale - to raise funds
to cover the expenses involved in holding the annual
World Day of Prayer Service on the first Friday
in March next year..

Everybody welcome!
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HARVEST THANKSGIVING
As Paul has written earlier, we will be celebrating Harvest Festival at St. John’s on
Sunday, 26th September at Parish
Communion and Family Service. We
have
again
decided
to
support
‘Nightwatch’ and ‘Purley Food Hub‘.
If you would like to bring something to
church as a thank-offering, Nightwatch
would especially welcome cans of soup
(not packets), as well as cans of other
foods for people who have only basic
cooking facilities, and shampoo, toothpaste, etc. The Food Hub is at present
particularly in need of: ■ Small Bottles of
Squash ■ Cartons of Long Life Fruit Juice ■ Small packets/boxes of Tea Bags
■ Small jars of Coffee ■ Jars of Jam & Honey ■ Tinned Meals suitable for
Vegetarians ■ Toddlers Microwavable Meals & Snacks ■ Tins/Packets of Custard ■ Unisex Deodorant ■ Tin Openers.

Nightwatch is a charity that helps clothe, feed and re-home Croydon’s
homeless. Nightwatch volunteers are out every evening in the centre of Croydon giving food and other help to homeless and other vulnerable people. They
can be found each evening at 9.30pm in the Queen’s Gardens, by Fell Road.
Their core activity is providing direct support for homeless people and others in
need. The charity helps people at every level of homelessness, from the street
homeless to those in hostels and bed and breakfast accommodation and vulnerable former homeless people who need continuing support if they are not to
become homeless again. There are no paid staff, and no office premises.
Purley Food Hub provides food and other
items for local people in
crisis. In response to the
Covid pandemic a home
delivery service was
launched in April 2020
and is still in operation.
A note tells us: ’In July
we were able to deliver
food for 2,619 meals to
very nearly 300 clients and family members in Purley, South Croydon, Coulsdon
and Waddon - our second highest July total. We gratefully acknowledge your
continued generosity - you have helped us to provide more than 230,000
meals since 2013.

“Anxiety in a man's heart weighs him down, but a good word
makes him glad.” Proverbs 12:25
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Hen following!
I’ve had a few requests from people
wanting to know how
the hens are getting
on. Well we now
have two new Rescue hens, Hannah
and Phoebe - both
strong women in the
Bible! They seem to
have great confidence, are great fliers
and have a full set of
feathers. That is because as Rescues
from an organic high
quality poultry supplier (unlike the other
four hens who came from two ‘caged’ farms),
they have come from a great life. Our concern
was that we were putting them in a run 8 x12
plus shed, and they were used to vast open
spaces! When they arrived, they just hopped
straight out of their cardboard box and got on with scratching the grass. There
was no ‘frozen to the spot’ or ‘where am I’ moments like the caged ones. They are
extremely hard to catch - and to photograph - so here is the back of Phoebe beautifully feathered. And the sun shining through Hannah’s comb showing how
healthy she is.
With the arrival of Hannah
and Phoebe, the other four,
Nutmeg, Ginger, Huldah (see
2 Kings 22:14-20), and Treacle, changed hierarchy as
Ginger became top of the
pecking order, taking over
from Nutmeg. Now instead
of Huldah being lowest ranking, it’s Phoebe but thankfully she can fly high on to
perches and keep out of Ginger’s way. With more hens,
the shed has had an upgrade with extra shelving,
heating and lighting so we
will not have to use the
draughty cold garage in winter when temperatures drop to -9 at night: a worry because Huldah got very sick and we had to call the vet.
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Hen antics…
Yesterday, Ginger got covered in nasty dirt and had
to have a bath. I thought it would be a hard thing
to do, but she loved sitting in the warm water in this
tub and being sponged down. Then followed a
soapy wash and rinse in the sink. Finally I dried
her off with the hair dryer (on low). Now she is
completely silky clean, feet, beak and all. Of
course, I’ve just this morning gone to see her new
‘hair do’ and found here immersed in a dust bath
along with her friend Hannah.

The Rescues give such pleasure because they are part of God’s creation.
They are creatures who have great
sensitivity. Ginger loved being cosseted with the warm air and hand fed.

She had every opportunity to fly
away but just enjoyed it - 45
minutes later she looked like
this…
Caring for hens has an impact on all creatures. We now look out for what will affect the hens, cherish wildlife in a new way, engage with wild birds having understood the ways of these hens, and think before using garden products that may affect the living breadth of the world of creation. Habits I have grown up with are
being reassessed I think for the better. In September we will be exploring
‘Creation’ so this is a good time to reassess what we have always taken for granted.
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The Apostle Paul writes in his letter to
the people at Colossae (1:16)
‘For by him all things were created, in
heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities - all things were created through him and for him.’
Hens are fun. Their antics change every
day and as part of God’s creation they
help us explore and understand what
God has given us. I hope they have
helped you enjoy seeing, through a
hen’s life, a new perspective of God’s
creation.

Ginger eating warm porridge before bed!

Revd Sue Thomas

OF COURSE!
Our eight year old celebrated his birthday on crutches, so he couldn’t
carry the cupcakes we’d made into school without help. I asked 10
yr. old Josh, to help his brother carry them in. “I could,” he said, “but
I’d prefer not to”. Spotting a teaching moment, my husband asked
Josh, “What would Jesus do?” Josh answered, “Jesus would heal
him so he could carry his own cupcakes.
.”

Reflections on 10 years of Messy Church –
Christine McCutchion

‘Messy Church’ at St John’s Church started in September 2011. It grew out of ‘the After School Club’
when we took on the official Messy Church core elements of creativity (including a range of craft activities), celebration and eating together, all in an allage context. It involves the whole family – it’s not
just something that is geared towards the children.
Well these ten years have certainly been fun. We
bought a hand puppet who the children named
‘Rufus’. Rufus helps telling the story, and this continued during lock-down as we put the story online.
During our celebration times each week, children
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were invited to come forward to say a prayer. You could have heard a ‘pin drop’
as mums smiled, leaning
forward to hear the children’s prayers.
Our wonderful team of
cooks prepared the
meals, with pasta and
Daphne’s tomato sauce
becoming the most popu-

lar. We never knew how
many would be coming, but
there was always sufficient,
served with love.
For me it has been working
within a team of enthusiastic
people with a heart for sharing their faith as we all walk
alongside the families. There have been difficult times, sad times and times of
great joy, as with any family.

I asked some of the team what were their ‘stand out’ memories. The most
treasured one, which brought a smile to all our faces, was the Christmas
‘Messy Nativity’. It was different each year. We DID organize who would be
Mary and Joseph. We used to have anything from 2-5 kings. Umpteen angels and shepherds and one year a tiny tot was dressed as a star. When
mum held her up aloft behind Mary and Joseph she just grinned and waved
with such enthusiasm to everyone…. completely stealing the show. I am not
quite sure how Sandra managed to continue the story because I was wiping
the tears from my eyes, I was laughing so much.
A particular over-riding memory is from the families who have passed through.
One family has been with us from the beginning and we have seen all four children mature and move on. Head office organised for a video to be recorded with
the mum saying just how much Messy Church meant to her, enabling her faith to
be renewed. The video was available to all the Messy Churches around the
world. It meant a great deal to us all, for her to speak about her renewed faith,
which had been nourished through Messy Church.
God has always provided most wonderfully for Messy Church to continue each
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week, but with the 18-month enforced break, and much prayer, we are realizing
that Messy Church at St John’s cannot continue. I had decided it was time to
step back from my role, and we have also lost some team members for various
reasons. We are fortunate to still have the monthly Pram Service led by Wendy
Burton and the Family Service. We are still in touch with our Messy Church families through our WhatsApp group and so can continue to support them when
needs occur. Please pray for wisdom as ways forward for the church are discussed.

MOTHERS' UNION - Christian care for families worldwide
2021 marks the 145th anniversary of Mothers' Union, brought to life by Mary
Sumner's vision of women supporting families and communities.
This summer also marked 100 years since she died after a truly remarkable and
inspiring life.
Mary Sumner led a breakthrough for women, whose role during her lifetime was
chiefly to give support to male leaders in the Church, work, and society. Her vision was a world where women's voices were heard, and their own rights recognised. This summer we have been celebrating the opportunity to reflect on her
extraordinary achievements, and to continue her incredible work, through prayer,
creativity and giving.
All around the world, women are growing their leadership skills, supporting one
another, and making a difference and the following story of hope is just one example.
Jane is 43, a single mother of one
child. She lives in the Diocese of
Mpwapwa in central Tanzania, a mountainous district served by dirt roads.
After attending primary education and
two years of Bible School, Jane joined
her local Mothers' Union Savings and
Credit group. Through this, she was
able to take out a small loan to put her
dream into action by starting her own
food business. "One of the biggest
problems affecting women and children is gender-based violence," she
says. With the group's support, Jane
feels empowered to take action, lead,
and pray for an end to this abuse.
Members around her have provided a
perfect refuge for Jane and the other women in her community, giving them
a safe space to share their difficulties, advice and to grow together in mutual
support. Jane's dedication embodies the spirit of Mary Sumner's vision and
keeps it thriving today.
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Our Summer of Hope Cream Tea last month was just one way of both raising
funds and the profile of women around the world who need our support to make
a difference both in their own lives and also within the communities in which they
live. Thank you for helping us to support women like Jane. We hope that you
will join us in praying for all women inspired by Mary Sumner's extraordinary legacy of women's empowerment: helping each other, supporting one another, and
transforming their communities.
AFTER 18 MONTHS - A NEW BEGINNING!
Here at St John's I am delighted to announce that we will be starting some of our
activities again this month. However we are mindful that some people may still
feel a little anxious, so we are initially using the church as our meeting place
where there is more space and we can create a comfortable and safe environment as we come out of the restrictions of the pandemic.
Tues 7th Sept: Our monthly service of Holy Communion at 9.45am on the 1st
TUESDAY in the month begins again in Church. This is an op
portunity to worship and pray together with a particular focus
on the work of Mothers' Union, and non-members are very
welcome to join us and stay for coffee afterwards.
Wed 22nd Sept: Our popular group - Pray, Knit & Chat - starts up again at 2pm
in Church (4th Wednesday of the month) The title of this group
says it all and there are several 'non-knitters' amongst the
group who definitely come for the chat! We warmly welcome
anyone (knitters and non-knitters alike) who would enjoy
pleasant company and delicious refreshments to join us for
the afternoon. NB: If anyone has any knitting wool they
could donate, we would be very grateful - thank you!
EVENING EVENTS: As a number of members are not
around during the day due to work or other commitments, we are planning a couple of evening events between now and Christmas - more details to
follow next month.
The Lord is good. His unfailing love continues forever, and his faithfulness
continues to each generation. Psalm 100:5
Mary Sumner's personal prayer:
All this day, O Lord,
let me touch as many lives as
possible for thee;
and every life I touch, do thou by thy
spirit quicken,
whether through the word I speak,
the prayer I breathe,
or the life I live.
Amen
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‘I love the Lord, for he heard my voice’

(Psalm 116)

I have always been drawn to
the depiction of us, as followers of Christ, being pilgrims
‘along the way’, sometimes
experiencing the joys of a
firm, unshakeable faith, treading sunlit uplands; but also,
sadly, at other times stumbling forward on steep difficult
paths, hearts and minds beset with doubts and difficulties. Or so it has seemed to
me over the years, and particularly so, I have to confess, in my more recent
times, until ------------------Earlier in the summer I was rushed into hospital as an emergency case. I won’t
bore you with the details; suffice to say it was all quite serious and worrying. I also had one or two difficulties, shall we say, with the hospital regime and to put no
finer point on it on one particular afternoon I was at my lowest ebb, spiritually and
in any other way you can imagine.
It was then, over a period of perhaps four or five hours, that a sequence of
events unfolded which I wish to share with you:
1. Whilst in hospital I started reading a book (‘Remarkable People’) by Dan
Walker (sports commentator and BBC Breakfast TV presenter.) Although he
is a committed Christian it was not overtly a religious book, being more
about people he had met or interviewed during our first lock-down year who
had shown courage in difficult circumstances, or had impressed him in some
way. Although I have put this first, it was by no means the focal point of my
experience that afternoon, and indeed there were parts of the book I found
difficult to read, so if you decide to read it take care! However, I think it
made me mindful of those with far greater troubles than my own. A pretty
good place to start!
2. In addition I was keenly aware of, and thankful for, the many folk who
were upholding me in their prayers: here at St John’s, in churches in Devon
and Essex, and as far afield as the USA
I tried to search deep within myself, and recalled my confirmation service when about 11 years of age, and the Bishop saying something to
the effect of “Take this brief prayer with you through life”. This I have
tried to do. I found myself repeating it in my misery: ‘Come into my
heart, Lord Jesus, there is room in my heart for Thee’. So simple, but
comforting.
3. On the same afternoon a hospital chaplain popped in to see me. We had
a pleasant chat during which I outlined my worries and unhappiness with the
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hospital situation. When leaving he
prayed with me, asking God to meet
me at my point of need and to help
me gain strength and hope through
this testing time.
4. I mentioned above ‘difficulties’
with the hospital regime. That
morning my spirits had been completely dashed when the registrar
and team made their rounds. I had
previously been promised a course of
action to speed the progress towards finding out
precisely what was wrong with me. And then,
without so much as a ‘by your leave,’ it was changed to one involving days
of waiting because of what seemed to me ‘red tape’. They left swiftly, leaving me in a ‘pit of despair’. I remember saying to the chaplain “If only one of
them could have stayed behind for just a few minutes to talk me through the
change and help me to adjust”.
5.

Well, towards the end of that afternoon, who should arrive at my bedside but one of the junior doctors who had been part of the visiting team
earlier in the day. He was literally an answer to prayer. He had noticed
how ‘low’ I was, spent time with me, announced some good news about
some recent blood tests I had undergone, and gently took me through
the ‘revised’ course of action that had so abruptly been ‘dumped’ on me
that morning. It began to make a little more sense. He was so kind and
understanding (“We’re two of a kind us two; we tend to ‘overthink’ things
through. Take the good news I have brought you regarding the tests,
and gain strength through that. And then take things slowly step-bystep.” He had me summed-up, spot-on with the ‘overthinking bit!)
When he left I expressed my sincere thanks for his going the ‘extra mile’
for me. ( I didn’t see him again as he was going on leave)

Thanks to all of the above I had, stirring within me, a feeling of peace and inner strength which I have no hesitation in saying was God-given. It is true,
His love is everlasting; He did not give up on me! I reflected on my life, a
fortunate life. I thought of all those occasions when, at a fork in the road, I
made decisions, both personal and professional, which turned out well. But
in my foolishness I attributed this to ‘good luck’ or even, vainly, to ‘good
judgement’ on my part. No. He was the word in my ear (deaf though I may
sometimes have seemed to Him), the touch on my shoulder (though too often my response to Him was cool). And the events of that afternoon in hospital were, are, for me a blinding example of His grace; His love for me, undeserved on my part.
I am back home now, weak but recovering, and, subject to the result of a biopsy
due in a short while, I have a good chance of living more years yet to enjoy my
family, including the grandchildren on whom , I am told, I dote!
I hope that as ‘companion’ pilgrims you can take something from my experience
to help you ‘along the way’.
A Fellow Parishioner
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COMING TO ST. JOHN’S

Saturday 23 October
7.30 p.m.

After eight years, we are thrilled to welcome the Reading Phoenix Choir
back to St John's for one of their first concerts after the lockdown. Formed
in 1969 the choir has a national and international reputation, winning many
choral awards during its history. The choir always presents an imaginative
programme of music, mixing sacred and secular, serious and 'silly'.
In addition, Nicy and Paul Roberts will be performing a number of solo items
during the concert.
This will be the first concert the church has hosted since February 2020, so
we hope many people will want to come and enjoy a fantastic evening of joyful music in the company of friends.

Tickets are £15 (£5 for under 16s) available from the church office or at the
door. Profits will go to help church funds.

SUMMER MAY BE GOING …
So now is an ideal time to stock up on some
good reading for the Autumn and Winter before the Bookstall disappears. It will be in
Church until at least mid-September. Come
and browse any weekday or Sunday morning
(after service). There really is the most amazing selection of books to chose from. {If the
church isn’t open press the buttons beside the
main door and someone can let you in.) Light
on your purse but very helpful to church funds!
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A PEEP into a CHURCHWARDEN’S DIARY
Hooray it’s time for holidays – subject to Lateral Flow and PCR tests if you’re
planning on a trip to the sun – but maybe with the sort of temperatures being recorded in some foreign climes it will be better to have stayed at home; but weather
permitting things have continued in and around St John’s over the last couple of
months – and we’ve even had the huge pleasure of conducting three weddings –
wonderful to see our lovely church full again.
I know that I keep on about the grass etc, but just recently I came across a photograph of St John’s taken in 2015:and in 2021
Most of our readers will have heard
one version or another about the
grass outside the
churchyard walls
being cut, as we
moved into the wedding season, and COVID restrictions began to be lifted. It
was a great pity that an anonymous person lodged an objection with Croydon
Council which necessitated the plans for a Saturday morning working party to be
cancelled. However, all was not lost as a circle and paths did get cut, and
properly tidied up on the morning of our first July wedding, and it was a delight –
despite the damp conditions underfoot - to see the wedding party make use of
the area for their photographs.
I’d like to say a big thank-you to local
resident Mick Deakin who not only
helped clear this patch, but also came
in to the churchyard with his tools on
the ‘cancelled’ working party day – his
efforts and machine made a big difference.
Whilst talking about grounds and gardens, I’d been out for petrol for the
churchyard machines and met with Abe Williams and son David working
hard again. Abe said that David would be ‘working for us’ as part of his
Duke of Edinburgh Award – what a great initiative; any more Dad’s out there
with like-minded children?
Rev Paul’s invitation for gardening volunteers to meet the churchwardens on a
Friday evening attracted very little interest, although Patricia P.egg was there as
usual attending to ‘her’ beautiful border, and Sheila Bird stopped by to talk to Gill
about further regular help by the Bereavement Group; Ralph Goodwin accompanied Gill and helped out with a very useful spell on the mower, tidying the side
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and rear of the churchyard – but fortunately he didn’t get as far
as this, which was spotted by Vivien Job during a walk round
the churchyard. [I’m no ‘plantsman’, but it could be a wild version of Dactylorhiza Purpurella which can be bought as seed,
although according to Coulsdon Heritage at Cane Hill Park,
they are quite prolific amongst the long grass on Lime Tree Avenue.] This was a real bonus, so very many thanks to Gill for organising things.
Over the next few weeks we have painting to do at the Parish Hall (toilet areas) along with the five yearly electrical safety check, and during a visit I did
notice how hard Gill had worked clearing weeds and tree shoots growing
outside the school railings and into the car park – to say nothing of the nettles -- a great help; and we’re so grateful that she agreed to join the ranks of
Southwark Diocese’s churchwardens – thanks Gill.
Later as COVID restrictions began to ease we were able to get rid of those old
kitchen drawers which had been in the church lounge since March 2020 at the
time of the flood, so it was about time they went – we are very loathe to dispose
of the good cupboards in a similar way though – they’re too heavy and too good,
but at the end of the day it’s likely that we will have to lose them somewhere.
We’ve also been up on top of the curtained storage area in the lounge and disposed of a lot of junk – still more to go and it could do with a good clean – but
that’s for another day.
After the wedding reported earlier in this article, we
were delighted to celebrate the first to take place
without COVID related restrictions, and what a joyful celebration it was with 145 guests, and a day of
glorious sunshine squeezed in between two of torrential rain. I don’t think we’re on Trip Advisor or
anything similar but the couple felt compelled to
write in to thank Rev Sue and her team for everything.
………… and being August it’s clearly time for the big boys’ toys; we’ve had an
orange one, two blue ones, a yellow one, and now a green one:Peter Burton on his
new cherry picker
starting work on replacing the obsolete
flood lights in the Old
Church with new
LEDs. Readers may
recall a quotation
close to £8000 which
the PCC considered
way too high, so we
were very glad when
Peter was able to undertake the job for
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something far more reasonable. The change will result in substantially reduced
energy consumption, coupled with much lower running costs; so we have a win
win with just a small contribution towards a healthier environment – thank you
Peter.
We also now have quite a large stock of floodlights complete with fittings, if
there is anyone out there who would like some – if so please let me or Wendy in the office know, since otherwise we will have to take them to the dump.
Maintenance of our lovely church is a constant challenge, but here in the middle
of August we have made some significant progress, and will (hopefully) have
solved the problem of water coming in to the building during severe easterly
gales. A local company – D Torrance Building Services – was recommended to
us by a churchwarden at St Mary’s Caterham, and they have done a number of
long outstanding jobs, for which we are/will be very grateful.

Downpipe extensions over the NE
aisle roof

A brick
gulley
cemented
back in to
place,
and a
memorial
stone put
back in to
the flint wall
by the
lychgate
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Weeds growing out of the stonework either sprayed or removed
Broken/missing brackets on a
downpipe to the SW elevation of
the new church have been replaced, and a blockage in a downpipe on the NE corner of the Old
Church has been partially cleared,
but we’ll need help from specialists as a piece of stone that had
flaked off the wall has got lodged
about a metre down – but at least
the water is now flowing again.
So many thanks to Alan Turner and his ‘mate’ Len for
several hours of very worthwhile work.
Finally I was very grateful to Sheila Bird who gave me a copy of a 1977 volume
of Surrey Archaeological Collections which contains a lot of information about St
John’s. Maybe at some future date I’ll reproduce the story, but for now this may
be of interest to all the structural engineers amongst our congregation.
A cross section through the Chancel revealed during excavations by the Bourne
Society in 1975 when the Rev. G.E. Mayo was Rector. Note the graves – and
the bones.

Have a wonderful late Summer and Autumn everyone, and let us pray that
2021/22 brings back the happy carefree days of yesteryear.
Tony
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Chaplaincy & Spiritual
Care Team
We are looking for new Volunteers
in 2021 to train and support us as
Chaplaincy Volunteers.
We are looking for people who can :


Do ward visiting



Bring people to our Sunday Service

Support the office with administration
services.
This is a great opportunity to join a dynamic
team, bringing God’s presence and grace to
all those in need of His love.


We are looking for anyone that can spare 1/2 a day once a week to visit on the wards or help with admin in the office, or once a month to
bring patients to our Sunday service and take them back afterwards.

Training Dates are 19th, 26th October & 2nd November 2021
Croydon University Hospital Chaplaincy & Spiritual Care dept.
Woodcroft Wing 530 London Road Croydon CR7 7YE

To join a fabulous team and to get further information please contact
Revd Andy Dovey, Lead for Chaplaincy & Spiritual Care with Bereavement
Services at Croydon University Hospital Telephone 0208 401 3105 Mobile
07557 014739 Email andrew.dovey@nhs.net

THE PARISH CHURCH OF OLD COULSDON
CLERGY

READER:
WARDENS
TREASURER

The Rector, Rev. Paul Roberts,
The Rectory, Coulsdon Road, Old Coulsdon
(not available on Mondays)
The Rev. Sue Thomas
(available Thursdays & Sundays)
Christine McCutchion

01737 552152
020 8406 9300
01737 553681

Tony Tucker
Gill Thaxter

01737 555590

Lynn Howell

01737 551652

PARISH OFFICE: Monday-Friday 9.30 a.m. - 12 noon
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We are grateful to all those who support St. John’s by placing their advertisements in this magazine. If you would
like to advertise your company or services here please contact the Parish Office at stjohns@coulsdon.net or call 01737
552461.
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WELCOME TO OASIS BYRON PART OF THE OASIS COULSDON HUB
ON THE OASIS ACADEMY BYRON SITE WE OFFER THE COMPLETE PACKAGE OF HIGH QUALITY
EDUCATION AND CHILDCARE IN A FULLY INCLUSIVE AND WELCOMING ENVIRONMENT
FOR FAMILIES FROM PREGNANCY TO 11 YEARS
BYRON CHILDREN’S CENTRE HAS A WIDE RANGE OF HEALTH AND EARLY YEARS ACTIVITES FOR EXPECTANT MOTHERS AND FAMILIES WITH
UNDER 5’S
THE MULBERRY BUSH OFFERS HIGH QUALITY CHILDCARE FOR CHILDREN AGED 2 – 11 INCLUDING FREE SESSIONS FOR 2 -4 YEAR OLDS
8.00-6.00
48 WEEKS A YEAR
OASIS ACADEMY BYRON OFFERS PRIMARY EDUCTION FOR CHILDREN FROM RECEPTION TO YEAR 6 ON A FANATASTIC GREEN AND SECURE
SITE
PLEASE LOOK AT THE WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION OR CALL THE NUMBERS TO ARRANGE A VISIT

Graded ‘Outstanding in all areas’ by Ofsted—Oct. 2018
www.oasisacademybyron.org
Oasis Academy Byron 020 8668 4877

Byron Children’s Centre 020 8763 6285
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Mulberry Bush 020 8660 4180

1 Norfolk House, Wellesley Road, Croydon, CR0 1LH

27

