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2—Saturday
10.00 a.m.

Churchyard Gardening Morning (to 12.00)

3—THE EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY after TRINITY
‘Creationtide’
8.00 a.m.
9.30 a.m.

5—Tuesday
9.45 a.m.
7—Thursday
11.00 a.m.
9—Saturday
10.00 a.m.

Holy Communion, in Church
Parish Communion, in Church (and live-streamed
on Facebook/through church website)
Holy Communion, MU, in Church
Holy Communion, in Church
Baptism Preparation, in Church

10—THE NINETEENTH SUNDAY after TRINITY
9.30 a.m.

Parish Communion, in Church (and live-streamed
on Facebook/through church website)
Family Service, in Church

11.15 a.m.
14—Thursday
11.00 a.m. Holy Communion, in Church

17—THE TWENTIETH SUNDAY after TRINITY

8.00 a.m.
Holy Communion, in Church
9.30 a.m.
Worship Together, in Church (not live-streamed)
19—Tuesday
9.45 for 10,00 a.m. Pram Service, in Church
21—Thursday
11.00 a.m. Holy Communion, in Church
23—Saturday
10.00 a.m. Baptism Preparation, in Church
7.30 p.m. Reading Phoenix Choir Concert, at St. John’s
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24—BIBLE SUNDAY
9.30 a.m.

Parish Communion, in Church (and live-streamed
on Facebook/through church website)
11.15 a.m. Family Service, in Church
27—Wednesday
2.00 p.m. Pray, Knit & Chat, in Church
28—Thursday
11.00 a.m. Holy Communion, in Church

31—ALL SAINTS
9.30 a.m.
3.00 p.m.

2—Tuesday
9.45 a.m.
4—Thursday
11.00 a.m.
6—Saturday
10.00 a.m.

Parish Communion, in Church (and live-streamed
on Facebook/through church website)
Service for Remembering, in Church (and live-streamed
on Facebook/through church website)

Holy Communion, MU, in Church

Holy Communion, in Church
Churchyard Gardening Morning (to 12.00)

7—THE THIRD SUNDAY before ADVENT
8.00 a.m.
9.30 a.m.

Holy Communion, in Church
Parish Communion, in Church (and live-streamed
on Facebook/through church website)

WE’D LOVE TO SEE YOU IN CHURCH BUT ...
YOU CAN JOIN US ONLINE TOO!
You can follow the Parish Communion services online live as they’re streamed from the
Church.
Go to St. John’s website at
www.stjohns.coulsdon.net, scroll down to
the ’Facebook’ panel below Paul’s introduction on the home page, click on any of the
St. John’s blue headings (and ‘not now’ if
you’re asked if you want to join Facebook)
and finally click on the appropriate service.
And, if the service times are not convenient for
you, the recorded service will be ready when you are afterwards! Watch
live or watch later! Please contact the Parish Office on 01737
552461 or at stjohns@coulsdon.net if you want to know more or need
any help with this.
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Dear Friends
‘The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it’ (Psalm 24). We are

coming to the end of the Season of Creation in church and during these last few
weeks we have thought about how God is our Creator, how he has given us the
gift of this planet to sustain our life and how he calls us to care for it. We have
given thanks
at our Harvest service and we have considered what practical
actions we can take as a church and as individuals at home
to promote a more eco-friendly lifestyle.

I’m very glad that we were recently awarded the Bronze EcoChurch Award, which has started us on a journey not only to
reduce our carbon footprint, but to help reverse the rise in
greenhouse gases and halt the dangerous climate change
that threatens all of us. As a matter of justice we should
consider how our carbon-rich lifestyles adversely affect
people who produce the least greenhouse gases, forcing
them to live in poverty in a way that further degrades the
environment.
I was very pleased to talk to a couple of stallholders at the recent ‘Eco Fair’ on
Grange Park, and discovered two local suppliers of eco-friendly goods and gifts.
I hope we might be able to work together with them as a church.
By the time you read this I hope that we will have begun to advertise for a Children and Families Minister to work with us in encouraging parents and children
to discover more of what it means to follow Jesus. Please pray that the job adverts will attract some good candidates. At the moment there are more churches looking for qualified children and youth workers than there are candidates to
fill the posts.
I’m sure that we want the generations that follow us to inherit a planet and an
environment that is healthy and allows all life to flourish. In the same way we
should also want our children and grandchildren to inherit a church where they
can discover the joy of knowing and worshipping God and Jesus as their Saviour.
With all good wishes
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NEWS & UPDATE SNIPPETS ...
CHILDREN … are welcome at the 9.30 Parish Communion service, where we
offer them a short time - about 20 minutes - in a group at the back of the
church. This gives them an opportunity to engage with the theme of the service
in their own way. They then re-join with the congregation in time for the Communion and a Blessing.

FAMILY SERVICE ... is now on the second and

fourth Sundays of each month and back to its original
time of 11.15 a.m. Everyone is very welcome at this
lively and relaxed service but it is especially good for
families with young children—although people of all
ages, with or without children, enjoy it too! This month Family
th
th
Services will be on Sundays 10 & 24 October.
.
EARLY BIRDS … will be pleased to know that the 8.00 a.m. Holy Communion (1662) Service is back on the first and third Sundays of each month. This is
a very peaceful service using the old format and words, which many still enjoy.
rd
th
This month you’ll find it on Sundays 3 & 17 October.

EVERY THURSDAY MORNING ... there’s a service of Holy Communion
at 11.00 a.m. in Church. And on MOST Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and
Friday mornings from 10.00-12.00.the Church is Open and the kettle at the
ready. Pop in for a chat and a cuppa, or just to sit quietly, or to have a look
around. There’s tea, coffee & biscuits on offer and somebody to welcome you.

DON’T MISS THIS JOYFUL CONCERT
in CHURCH — SAT. 23 OCT
We are looking forward to our first concert in
church for nearly two years—just right to lift our
spirits –when the Reading Phoenix Choir
makes a welcome return to St John's to bring us
rd
a treat of a Concert on Saturday 23 October
at 7.30 pm. Nicy and Paul have been invited to
appear as guest soloists. Tickets: £15.00
(£5.00 for under 16s), including a programme
and drink, available from the church office at
stjohns@coulsdon.net, on 01737 552461, and on the door.. See p.13

SUMMER BOOKSTALL ... Thanks to the generosity of those who donated

books and those who bought them, we raised an amazing £145.25 for church
funds. Special thanks have to go to Patricia who worked hard to display them
on a Friday and arrange them in alphabetical order, and to Josh, Ruby and Nicy
who helped to pack the remainder away for the Church Fair in November. (PS
And many thanks to Lynn, our Treasurer, for making it happen.)
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EXERCISE, FUN and CHAT!

The Bereavement group’s Gardening
morning in
the Garden of Remembrance on 4th September was great fun. Lots of chat and
exercise together with piles of weeds and brambles removed. Please come and
join us for the next session on Saturday 2nd October - from 10am to midday. Just
bring yourselves and secateurs! This is to be a regular working party to keep the
garden in good shape on the first Saturday of each month at 10 – 12 midday.
LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU ON SAT 2nd OCTOBER.
[Call Gill on 01737 553596 if you want to know more.]

MOTHERS' UNION - Christian care for families worldwide
2021 marks the 145th anniversary of Mothers' Union, brought to life by Mary
Sumner's vision of women supporting families and communities. This summer also marked 100 years since she died after a truly remarkable and inspiring life.
Mary Sumner led a breakthrough for women, whose role during her lifetime
was chiefly to give support to male leaders in the Church, work, and society.
Her vision was a world where women's voices were heard, and their own
rights recognised. This summer we celebrated her extraordinary achievements and continue her incredible work, through prayer, creativity and giving.
our Summer of Hope Cream Tea in August was just one way of both raising
funds and the profile of women around the world who need our support to
make a difference both in their own lives and also within the communities in
which they live. Thanks to the wonderful support of everyone who attended
this event, we received £400 in donations - an incredible result!
After 18 months — A New Beginning!
Last month we restarted both our monthly Tuesday Communion service and our
Pray, Knit & Chat afternoon, both of which were well-attended. The opportunity to
meet up in person was a great boost to morale! However we are mindful that
some people may still feel a little anxious, so we are initially using the church as
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our meeting place where there is more space and we can create a comfortable and safe environment as we come out of the pandemic restrictions.
Dates to Note:
Tues. 5 Oct:
Our monthly service of Holy Communion at 9.45am on the
FIRST TUESDAY in the month has begun again in Church.
This is an opportunity to worship and pray together with a
particular focus on the work of Mothers' Union, and nonmembers are very welcome to join us and stay for coffee.
Sat 16 Oct:

MU FESTIVAL SERVICE - 11.30am at Southwark Cathedral
Please let Nicy know if you are planning to attend so she
can coordinate travel arrangements.

Wed. 27 Oct:

Our popular group - Pray, Knit & Chat - is meeting again at 2pm
in Church (Fourth Wednesday of the month)

The return of Pray, Knit & Chat (PKC)
Nicy writes: ‘After over 18 months without the opportunity
to meet together, I had no idea how many people would
turn up for our first Pray, Knit & Chat session. So you
can imagine our surprise and delight when we broke
all records (even pre-Covid) and welcomed 17 very
enthusiastic ladies that afternoon, including 2 new
recruits from Rose's Purley WI group.
‘After our prayer time we discussed various ideas
for projects to support, and several knitters
demonstrated items they had been making
recently, including 2 beautiful patchwork blankets made for vulnerable teenagers as comfort blankets. Children's mental health featured in our discussions and next month we'll tell you
more about one of the projects we are
considering supporting.
‘Peggy (seen in the photo with Rose) was
one of our new ladies and is a professional
knitter who owned a shop at one time. Her
children's jumpers are exquisite and we
will be selling them (and taking orders) at
the church Christmas Fair.
‘There was a lot of chatting as well as knitting and we enjoyed the usual delicious refreshments, courtesy of Enid. If anyone
would like to join a friendly bunch to knit, or
just for good company, then do join us this
month on Wednesday 27 October.’
NB: If anyone has any knitting wool they could donate we
would be very grateful - thank you!
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The Lord is good. His unfailing love continues forever, and his faithfulness continues to each generation. Psalm 100:5
Mary Sumner's personal prayer:
All this day, O Lord,
let me touch as many lives as
possible for thee;
and every life I touch, do thou by thy
spirit quicken,
whether through the word I speak,
the prayer I breathe,
or the life I live.
Amen

A SERVICE for REMEMBERING THOSE WHO HAVE DIED
Sunday, 31st October at 3.00 p.m.

This is a special service held annually where we remember
particularly those who have died in the past two years, and
whose services have been taken by or for St. John's clergy.
If you would like to have someone else remembered,
please contact the Parish Office on 01737 552461 or by
email at stjohns@coulsdon.net with the name. Everyone
who has lost a loved one at any time will be very welcome
to come to this special service - and we hope Covid restrictions will allow us to offer refreshments afterwards. If
you decide to come at the last minute, names can be added to the list on arrival.
The service will be live-streamed and you may prefer to join us on-line by going
to www.stjohns.coulsdon.net and scrolling down to the 'Facebook' panel on the
home page (and 'not now' if asked if you want to join Facebook)."

‘THAT

WAS FUN’
… was the lovely comment from one of the little ones who
came to Pram Service in September. We re-started
with just a few—and we did have fun looking for ‘fruit &
vegetables’ and gathering in our harvest as well as thanking God for all our food.. We knew some couldn’t make it
last time so we look forward to seeing them and there’s
plenty of room for more if you and your little one(s) - babies, toddlers & pre-schoolers—would like to join us in
church at our next Pram Service on Tuesday, 19 October at 9.45 for 10.00 a.m. start. There’ll be action
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songs and the children’s favourite rhymes, a Bible story, activity, prayer circle, musical instruments and birthday celebrations for all to enjoy.
The babies are never too young to start – they
love to watch the older ones moving about and
enjoy the bouncy songs. Why not come and
give it a try? We’d love to see you – the more the merrier.
And be sure to stay afterwards for refreshments while the children play and
we chat.

‘RIDE

& STRIDE’
for Surrey Churches Preservation Trust
On the 11th September John Alger and Angela Gillman
gallantly ‘strode’ around Surrey trying to visit as many
churches as possible in order to raise money for St
John's Church and for the Surrey Churches Preservation Trust which gives grants to churches for restoration and repair. They managed to visit 18 churches
and raised £205.00. Half of this will go to St John's
and the other half to the Trust. They would like to thank everyone who sponsored them for their encouragement and support.

My eco efforts!
I started my eco efforts some years back, simply recycling newspapers, plastics, glass and metal. Here are
the bins to separate everything - a purpose made
drawer for the task. It grew into composting vegetable
peelings, garden waste, and a number of water butts
to collect rainwater. I’d buy fairtrade products whenever I could
find them, plus a phase of going
‘Organic’. I still do most of these
things, but as I have become more
discerning it becomes harder to
work out what is best.
I’ve already looked at ‘Eco’ products in the kitchen, and decided that beyond refills for washing up liquid, I could buy bars of
soap instead of the liquid dispensers to save on plastic. But I
almost made the mistake of buying a bar on-line ‘in cardboard
packaging with natural ingredients’ before noticing that the
‘eco’ bar came from Thailand! My neighbour mentioned that
she makes her own soap so I’m thinking about having a go at
making my own.
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Clothes are another concern I have. Having worked in retail, I know that profit
margins are slim, but I’m equally aware of the producer of the fabric and the components of thread and fasteners too. I’ve tried to buy natural fabrics so that at the
end of life they are biodegradable, but even cotton has its issues. The prices of
some T-shirts do make me question if it is possible for someone to grow the cotton, harvest it,
sew it, transport it, and sell it to a retailer so that
everyone makes a profit.
I look for products made in the UK, or England
even, to save on the miles the items travel, but it
is difficult because it is often after the product arrives that I read on the label that it is designed by
a British company but ‘Made in…a country in the
Far East’. Then I worry about the conditions of
pay and hours that people work. Do I keep their
jobs going or do I switch to buying from a country
where prices are higher and welfare conditions
better?
I’ve since discovered an English cotton company that buys cotton from Canada,
and other places too, spinning it in a former Victorian cotton mill in the North West
of England. Each bale is traceable back to the farm and visited by them. Their
range is limited to bedding and shirt fabric, some clothing, simple dresses and Tshirts. I do think this is one small step I can take in buying sustainably, knowing
that people’s lives are cared for. And they are so kind and obliging when I phone
them!
We can feel overwhelmed
by all this, thinking that our
small steps are not going to
do much, but if we all do
one thing and share what
we are doing, we can encourage each other and
bring new hope that a right
outcome in stewarding
God’s world will come
about. My family have
done our best to grow fruit
and vegetables and we’ve even planted four new fruit trees this
last year along with increasing the number of bee-attracting
plants. Composting has become more focused. We have three
bins, used in rotation, filled with old straw, manure from the Rescue hens, grass
cuttings, and peelings, that will increase the harvest of vegetables. Leaves from
the sycamore tree are collected, bagged, and eventually (after a year), used as
mulch for the drier beds. One or two wilder areas are left for slugs and snails to
go once they are picked off planting elsewhere. Pesticides do wash into the
ground water and blue pellets could too easily not only harm our hens, but also
the wild birds too. This year we have seen a noticeable increase in wild life, bees,
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and insects, and I think it is because we are doing our best to
leave off the traditional applications suggested at garden centres. Our lawn feed is organic and will not cause harm to cats
or other wildlife. I’ve heard of someone who has a visiting
hedgehog and fox all because she has planted shrubs and
flowers into her once bleak garden. Isaiah wrote in the Old
Testament, ‘The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the
desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly, and
rejoice with joy and singing…. They shall see the glory of the Lord, the majesty of
our God.
We can do so much on an individual level to raise awareness of the needs of our
world. What about sharing your thoughts
on eco friendly ways with your neighbours? We often share plants and ideas
with our neighbours. We now have acquired a Banana Plant and we’ve given
away Irises, Crocosmia, and Penstemon.
What about breaking some plants into
smaller plants and sharing them with
your neighbours? It all adds to the biodiversity of the area and at the same time raises awareness of
our planet’s needs. My eco efforts may not feel much but small steps taken together will make a big difference.
Revd Sue Thomas

HELP NEEDED IN CROYDON!
Paul has received the following from Croydon Central Deanery:
‘We are writing to you in response to the financial crisis being faced by Croydon Council and also the likely influx of large numbers of Refugees and Asylum Seekers from Afghanistan as well as Hong Kong in the near future.
Bishop Jonathan is very keen that we as a Deanery, working with our Ecumenical Partners, offer the help and support of the Church during this time of
crisis. So the Deanery Leadership Team is asking for your help in a very specific way.
We would like to create a database of people who can offer their time and talents on a regular basis in order to meet some of the needs of our community.
This could be anything from sorting out clothing for the Refugee Day Centre
to helping provide hot meals for rough sleepers, assisting with the care of vulnerable people, or just listening to the stories of people forced to abandon
everything in order to seek refuge in a safe country.
In order to gather this information please can you circulate this message to
members of your congregation and any other people of goodwill with whom
you may be in contact, and ask them to contact the Parish Administrator at St
Matthew’s Church, Penny Goswell. Her email address is:
churchadmin@stmatthew.org.uk ‘
12
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Southwark Diocese
Spirituality Day
‘Wells of Salvation’
A morning of prayer, worship,
reflection and restoration in
many styles and traditions. will
feature the Ven Justine Allain
Chapman, who is the Archdeacon of Boston and author
of The Resilient Disciple, which
draws on her experience in the
desert. She will be speaking
on ‘Wells of Salvation: resilience in desert places’. Justine’s talk will come in the
context of meditations, prayers and sung worship. It will feature oboe player Amy Roberts, writer and broadcaster Nick Mayhew-Smith, members of
the choir of Southwark Cathedral, and Bishop Christopher reflecting on
’Finding joy in your salvation’. (And several are going along from St. John’s!)
Saturday 9 October, 10.00am-1.00pm, Southwark Cathedral, £5.00
Buy your ticket at https://spirituality-day.eventbrite.co.uk

CHURCHWARDEN’S REFLECTIONS
Well Summer seems to have been and gone, and for
a change there is really very little to report. It is wonderful to see St John’s getting back into the swing of
things as restrictions finally relax. Masks off, singing
by the congregation, coffee served from the hatch,
and throughout last Sunday’s service this little chap
enjoying a snooze in the sunshine:Maintenance work goes on of course and this month
the repaired toilet areas of the Parish Hall were very
nicely decorated by our friends from ColourWorks
who we’ve employed a number of times before, and they also touched up the
high ceiling around the recently replaced overhead lighting.
Still at the Parish Hall, local electrician John Symon Ltd carried out a five-yearly
electrical safety check, which revealed just a couple of minor problems that called
for remedial work. Some cabling above the wall uplighters had degraded because of heat from those lights, and a couple of those same lights had broken diffusers – not helped by a melted plastic toy, which I’m sure wasn’t put there by the
high kicking Line Dancing group!
Parking at the Parish Hall has always been a problem with a small number of
parents/carers showing very little consideration for either the children, the emer14

gency services, or indeed for anyone but themselves. This lady decided to park her big car
wherever she could – running over our recently
replaced drainage grid, blocking a fire door (the
front door) to the hall, and being (shall we say)
less than helpful when asked to move by our caretaker/cleaner Zoe.
What is it going to take before a child is knocked
down and seriously injured? The school has already painted yellow hatching outside their gate
following an incident when an emergency vehicle
couldn’t gain access, so shall we just erect railings
so that no-one can park even briefly on our forecourt? For goodness sake park safely away from
the hall, and walk your child to and fro.
We are very grateful to Abe, David, and John for their help in keeping the
churchyard looking nice, and for Jeff’s help in removing some lumps of fallen
mortar from the downpipe on the NE corner of the Old Church, and for clearing two soakaways on the path leading up to the Garden of Remembrance,
which has been flooding badly during periods of heavy rain. Thanks guys
you really do make a difference.
Sadly all is not champagne and roses in the churchyard
though; I’m used to the mowing, picking up people’s litter, and going out to buy petrol, but this week there has
been further damage to a grave. Readers will recall this
back in the Spring of 2021.
Well unfortunately this poor old grave which has sat
there since 1750 has suffered further damage

I’ve looked very closely at the March 2021 photo and
can see no sign of a crack, so what could have broken
it? The broken piece is very heavy and being part of
the
grave’s ‘lid’ it overhangs the
sides of the tomb and now
topples to the ground when
replaced. Your churchwardens will be getting in touch
with stonemasons to see
how a repair could be effected – stainless steel dowels
perhaps and epoxy resin –
but we will take professional
advice and hope it doesn’t
cost too much.
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Finally I must say a big thank you to Gill for her help
and support since her commissioning as Churchwarden. She has organised working parties, and encouraged helpers on the mowers. Twice now I’ve come in
to find the green bins full – to the extent that I’ve had
to ask our grounds contractors to stop by and remove
virtually our entire stock of ‘ton bags’ which are all full.
A good problem to have as we move into
‘Creationtide’, and I am hopeful that we will soon have
good news about an ‘Eco Church’ award, a churchyard restored to its Autumn glory – and Croydon Council have even cut the grass
outside.
Best wishes to you all

Tony

AMEN!
‘I had been teaching my three-year old daughter the Lord’s
Prayer for several evenings at bedtime. She would repeat after me the lines from the prayer. Finally she decided to go solo. I listened with pride as she carefully enunciated each
word, right up to the end of the prayer. “Lead us not into
temptation,” she prayed, “but deliver us from e-mail’.

The Holy Spirit and the Early Church
An evening of encounter with the Holy Spirit
through the eyes of the Early Church. This
is an opportunity to sense the ways that the
Spirit has moved in and down the generations ever since Joel prophesied: ‘I will pour
out my Spirit upon all people’. St Augustine
and Hildegard of Bingen knew the intimacy
of the Spirit as ‘breath’ and ‘living water’.
Benedictine practices of lectio divina and
imagination will lead us into a deeper sense
of the Spirit’s presence.
The evening is led by the Revd Sue Thomas, who is Assistant Priest at St John the
Evangelist, Old Coulsdon.

Wednesday 20 October, 7.30-9.00pm, Zoom, free.
To book your place, email ministryandtraining@southwark.anglican.org
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THE CHRISTMAS FAIR RETURNS!
but not as you may remember it —
this year it will be

IN THE CHURCH

A VERY ENTHUSIASTIC, BUT SMALL, TEAM has already started
17

making plans for this year’s Christmas Fair

BUT

they can’t make it happen without everyone’s help

PLEASE
1. could you offer to help set up the
Church on Thursday afternoon or
evening (18 Nov) or Friday morning,
afternoon or evening (19 Nov)?
2. offer an hour or more to help on
a stall, with refreshments or
in any other way on the day
Just ring 01737 552461 or email stjohns@coulsdon.net to let Claire or Nicy know
through the Church Office when you can come. Or pop your name & tel. no. on
the list that will be in Church. They’ll be delighted and relieved to have your help!
Sadly we’ve lost some of our regular helpers so we hope you can give a hand.

Many hands make light work!
Meanwhile

Please could you all start putting things aside or making items to stock the stalls
such as:
* books (especially paperback novels & not magazines) * toys and
games * jewellery * stationery items * unwanted gifts * bottles from shampoo to wine * items for tombolas and raffles * chocolates
* toiletries * home-made craft items * jars of homemade jam, marmalade and preserves * a really super prize for the Grand Raffle
etc., etc., etc., etc.

… and with your help St. John’s can have another super Fair!
We hope you will keep

20 NOVEMBER
free to come and do some local Christmas shopping, have lunch or tea & cake,
take the children to visit Father Christmas
in his magical grotto, and maybe win a
super raffle prize!
18

Inside Out
Inside Out is the Croydon Area Lay
Conference organised by and for lay
people.- a day to celebrate all that lay
people (ordinary people—i.e. not clergy)
do beyond the walls of their churches.
This is a free online Zoom event taking
place on Saturday 6 November from
10am to 3.30pm (pre-registration is required).
The keynote speaker is Andrew Graystone, and his subject will be Upside Down: A different way of looking at your
church’s mission. Andrew Graystone is a well-known writer and broadcaster
whose voice will be familiar to Radio 2 and Radio 4 listeners from Prayer for the
Day and the Daily Service. Bishop Jonathan will close the conference by discussing My vision for an inside out church. You can choose from 16 workshops,
including being a Christian in a digital world, faith at home with children and teenagers, generous living, being a grandparent, personal Bible reading, black
lives matter, the environment, everyday faith, refugees, using church buildings for mission, a mending circle, sharing the Bible in primary schools,
modern slavery, and what 2020 taught us about how to be a Christian.

Saturday 6 November, 10.00am-3.30pm, Zoom, free.
To book your ticket,
visit https://croydonlayconference2021.eventbrite.co.uk

100 YEARS!
The Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal is celebrating 100 years this
year.
Sandra J will be in Church from
the end of October for people to
buy a Poppy and other Poppy related items.

Some things you might not know
about the poppy (gleaned from the British Legion website):
There is no ‘correct’ way to wear a poppy
From paper poppies to pins, bag charms to pet poppies, and now on face masks,
the best way to wear a poppy is simply with pride.
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Poppies weren’t always sold with leaves
A leaf was first introduced in the 1960s. Leaves slowly became an optional extra and by 1984 demand for them had grown to 12 million a
year, although they were still issued separately to the poppy. In 1995
poppies with leaves included were made available for the first time.
Poppies are sold in every community across the UK
Every year the rumour that poppy selling has been banned in some communities
resurfaces. This is simply not true and each year thousands of volunteers from
all walks of life take to the streets, train stations and supermarkets around the
country for two weeks during the Poppy Appeal.
A poem inspired the use of the poppy as a symbol of Remembrance
Shortly after losing a friend in Ypres in 1915, a Canadian doctor, Lieutenant Colonel John McCrae was inspired by the sight of poppies growing in battle-scarred
fields to write his now famous poem 'In Flanders Fields'.
The poem inspired American War Secretary, Moina Michael, who bought poppies
to sell to her friends to raise money for Servicemen in need
after the First World War.
This was adopted by The (Royal) British Legion in 1921 who ordered a million
poppies from Anna Guérin in France and commissioned a further 8 million to be
manufactured in Britain. These were sold on 11 November that year in the first
ever Poppy Appeal. The poppies sold out almost immediately and raised over
£106,000; a considerable amount at the time. This money was used to help
WW1 veterans with employment and housing.

A MEN’S GROUP …

… is re-starting this month on 14 October and will take place in the
Heath Room, Old Coulsdon Congregational Church 10.30-12.30 on
alternate Thursday mornings. If you fancy some company, enjoy a
game of cards, Scrabble, etc. and discussing topics that men enjoy,
we’d be pleased to welcome you. Further details from 07871 702429

THE PARISH CHURCH OF OLD COULSDON
CLERGY

READER:

WARDENS
TREASURER

The Rector, Rev. Paul Roberts,
The Rectory, Coulsdon Road, Old Coulsdon
(not available on Mondays)
The Rev. Sue Thomas
(available Thursdays & Sundays)
Christine McCutchion

01737 552152
020 8406 9300
01737 553681

Tony Tucker
Gill Thaxter

01737 555590

Lynn Howell

01737 551652

PARISH OFFICE: Monday-Friday 9.30 a.m. - 12 noon
Email stjohns@coulsdon.net Phone: 01737 552461
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We are grateful to all those who support St. John’s by placing their advertisements in this magazine. If you would
like to advertise your company or services here please contact the Parish Office at stjohns@coulsdon.net or call 01737
552461.
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WELCOME TO OASIS BYRON PART OF THE OASIS COULSDON HUB
ON THE OASIS ACADEMY BYRON SITE WE OFFER THE COMPLETE PACKAGE OF HIGH QUALITY
EDUCATION AND CHILDCARE IN A FULLY INCLUSIVE AND WELCOMING ENVIRONMENT
FOR FAMILIES FROM PREGNANCY TO 11 YEARS
BYRON CHILDREN’S CENTRE HAS A WIDE RANGE OF HEALTH AND EARLY YEARS ACTIVITES FOR EXPECTANT MOTHERS AND FAMILIES WITH
UNDER 5’S
THE MULBERRY BUSH OFFERS HIGH QUALITY CHILDCARE FOR CHILDREN AGED 2 – 11 INCLUDING FREE SESSIONS FOR 2 -4 YEAR OLDS
8.00-6.00
48 WEEKS A YEAR
OASIS ACADEMY BYRON OFFERS PRIMARY EDUCTION FOR CHILDREN FROM RECEPTION TO YEAR 6 ON A FANATASTIC GREEN AND SECURE
SITE
PLEASE LOOK AT THE WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION OR CALL THE NUMBERS TO ARRANGE A VISIT

Graded ‘Outstanding in all areas’ by Ofsted—Oct. 2018
www.oasisacademybyron.org
Oasis Academy Byron 020 8668 4877

Byron Children’s Centre 020 8763 6285
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Mulberry Bush 020 8660 4180

1 Norfolk House, Wellesley Road, Croydon, CR0 1LH
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