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THE CHURCH IS OPEN 
for two Services each week 

Thursdays & Sundays 
so here is our mini calendar! 

 
     1—Thursday 
    11.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 
   

    4 – SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY after TRINITY 

     6.00 a.m. onwards Family Service, available on Facebook only 
     9.30 a.m.  Parish Communion, in the Church  
       (and live-streamed on Facebook) 
   7—Wednesday 
     7.30 p.m.  Life Group meets, in the Church 
   8—Thursday 
    11.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 
   

  11 – EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY after TRINITY 

     6.00 a.m. onwards Family Service, available on Facebook only 
     9.30 a.m.  Parish Communion, in the Church  
       (and live-streamed on Facebook) 
  15—Thursday 
    11.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 
   

  18 – ST. LUKE  (Nineteenth Sunday after Trinity) 
     6.00 a.m. onwards Family Service, available on Facebook only 
     9.30 a.m.  Parish Communion, in the Church  
       (and live-streamed on Facebook) 
  21—Wednesday 
     7.30 p.m.  Life Group meets, in the Church 
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  22—Thursday 
    11.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 
   

  25 – TWENTIETH SUNDAY after TRINITY 

     6.00 a.m. onwards Family Service, available on Facebook only 
     9.30 a.m.  Parish Communion, in the Church  
       (and live-streamed on Facebook) 
  29—Thursday 
    11.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 
 

NOVEMBER      
   

   1 – ALL SAINTS 

     6.00 a.m. onwards Family Service, available on Facebook only 
     9.30 a.m.  Parish Communion, in the Church  
       (and live-streamed on Facebook) 
     3.00 p.m.  Service for Remembering those who have died - 
       by invitation only and live-streamed on Facebook 
 
 

GOOD NEWS! 
 If you’re not able or wanting to come to ser-
vices in the Church just yet, you can NOW 

follow the 9.30 a.m. Sunday service 
as it’s streamed from the Church.  Go to St. 

John’s website at www.stjohns.coulsdon.net, click on the link 
to ’Facebook’ on the home page (and ‘not now’ when 

asked if you want to join Facebook) and finally click on the ser-
vice for the day.. 

 
Knowing how early some families with little ones start their day, 

the Family Service  is being recorded and is now  

available on ‘Facebook’ each Sunday from 6.00 a.m. 
 

Paul continues to send out  Email updates keeping us in touch 
with the latest news, encouraging words and useful suggestions.  

If you would like to receive this, please contact him at 
rev.paul.c.roberts@gmail.com. 
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I’D LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU! 
 
THE DEADLINE for items for the November edition of the parish magazine is 
Sunday, 18 October – by email: wendy.burton@coulsdon.net.  Please help the Edi-
tor by letting her have inspirational stories and  more tales from ‘lockdown’ - whether 
you enjoyed the quieter time or it made you unhappy—how much you missed going 
to church—whether you enjoyed the online services??.  Did you start doing some-
thing new?  What was the best … and worst part?   .    Thank you.   



 
 
 
 
 

Dear Friends 
 
The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it 
 
‘The Living Planet Report 2020 reveals that global wildlife populations have 
plummeted by an average of 68% since 1970’ (wwf.org.uk).   This should con-
cern us as Christians as it was God’s intention, in the beginning, that human-
kind should be stewards of the world in which we live.  Instead too often, the ef-
fect of human activity has been to destroy wildlife, over-exploit natural re-
sources and change the climate.   
 
At this time of harvest we can do three things in response to God’s goodness: 

first, we can thank him for his faithfulness and good-
ness towards the whole human race.  Psalm 65 

says, ‘You care for the land and water it…You 
crown the year with your bounty…’  Secondly, 
we can respond generously to the needs of 
others by, for example, supporting the Purley 
Food Hub and Croydon Nightwatch.  Both lo-
cal organisations are doing such important 

work.  And thirdly, we can be actively con-
cerned to live in a way that is sustainable, and 

that shows proper care for the earth that God has 
given us to live on.  That may involve changing the 

way we do things, or political action, or support for Christian 
campaigning organisations such as ‘A Rocha’. 
 
In the end, it comes down to a recognition that the earth is the Lord’s and that 
we are called to be the Lord’s stewards of it.  
 
May the peoples praise you, O God; 
May all the peoples praise you. 
Then the earth will yield its harvest, 
And God, our God, will bless us. (Psalm 67) 
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Times of remembering 
 
This year on November 1st our annual Service for  Re-
membering those who have Died will be limited to 30 
people only by invitation.  However, you will be able to watch 
the service online via Facebook.  Visit the church website and 
follow the links to Facebook from there. 

 

Remembrance Sunday, November 8th
, 

will be very different this year. There will be no parade service in 
church, and instead the whole ceremony will take place more 
simply round the War Memorial at 10.45 a.m.  One wreath only will 
be laid on behalf of the whole community.  Representatives of the 
uniformed groups may attend, but will not parade.  You are wel-
come to join us, but social distancing will be in place as much as 
possible.                               

                                                                                    Paul 
 

 
 

 

SOMETHING FOR THE AUTUMN! 
     

Why not join a group—either in person or online—to whisk you 
away from the present-day worries just for a while.  Paul has 
produced a booklet  to encourage us to delve into the book of 
‘Judges’ in the Old Testament.  Maybe sounds rather stodgy 
and boring?  It certainly isn’t!  In ’Judges’ we can meet many 
heroes of faith: Gideon, Samson, Shamgar, Deborah, Jeph-
thah, Ehud . . . flawed individuals who answered God’s call 
to deliver the Israelites in sometimes dramatic form.    
 
The inside cover of the booklet states that… ‘The Book (of 
Judges) bears testimony to the faithfulness of God, show-
ing both his righteousness and his enduing mercy.  It con-
tains some memorable examples of faith, and reveals al-

so the hideous blackness of human sin.’ 
  

How can you keep your life from following the up and down path Israel travelled in 
Judges?  Can we ignore our relationship with God and expect our lives to stay on 
an even keel?  God is always there ready to relate to you; stay in touch with him 
so he can guide your life.  Surely much to learn and plenty to think about. 
 
At least two groups following this trail would love you to join them.  The Life 
Group, fortnightly on Wednesdays at 7.30 (7 & 21 Oct.), invites you to meet them 
either in Church or online—and a group which meets on Thursdays at 8.00 (1,15 
& 29 Oct.) would be pleased to see you online.  Another small group meeting fort-
nightly on Wednesdays at 2.00 in the Church (7 & 21 Oct)—following a different 
course—offers a warm welcome.  To find out more about the course and/or the 
groups do contact Sue Thomas at  sue.thomas431@gmail.com or 020 8406 9300. 
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 Messy Church – Autumn Term 
 
How sad that we have not been able to have Messy 
Church since March.  But we keep in touch through 
a WhatsApp group.  This allows us all to chat, ex-
change news,  and we can record a story on vid-
eo for everyone to see.  
 
Who are ‘we’?  My name is Christine, my co-
leader is Sandra and our very special friend is 
‘Rufus’ - a hand puppet dog who helps us to tell 
the story.  
 
There are some wonderful stories in the bible 
about people who were far from perfect, but God 
used them for a special job.  Each week up to half-
term we will focus on a story from the Old Testament 
which is the first part of the bible. 
  
These stories can encourage and inspire us as we hear about 
people who lived so long ago.  This term we are also sending out a pack 
to our families with a few craft ideas.  It’s good to keep in touch.  
If you have young children and are interested in joining our Messy Church 

WhatsApp group please contact me.                              Christine McCutchion  
Tel: 01737 553681  

 
FINANCIAL EFFECT of the PANDEMIC! 
 
We are now 6 months into the pandemic and I thought I’d let you know how the 
situation has affected St John’s finances. 

 
At the end of July, the last full figures I have 
at the time of writing, with the increased giv-
ing pledges that we’d received and a reduc-
tion in our contribution to the Diocese, we 
had hoped that the General Fund would be 
£11,000 better off by now.  In reality, we are 
£3,000 worse off. 
 
We have seen a drop in projected income to 
the General Fund in the region of £4,000.  I 
also anticipate that fundraising income will 
be around £5,000 lower than expected by 
the end of the year.  Additionally, although 

our regular hall-hirers returned during early September, we have lost anticipated 
hall income of £6,000 to date. 
 
If you’ve been saving your normal giving to St John’s until you return, or if you 
have any fundraising ideas, small or large, please do contact me 
(treasurerlynn@gmail.com or telephone me on 01737 551652) or Paul Roberts  

Lynn Howell, Parish Treasurer 
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Surrey Churches Preservation Trust 
 
A huge 'thank you' to everyone who sponsored us for the 
Ride and Stride on 12 September.  John Alger and I visited 
18 churches between us.  We were not able to go inside 
them, but we chatted to a number of people as we went 
round.  Some people were working in their churchyards, 
and we met other groups who were also taking part in the 
event from other churches.  We raised £235.00. 

Angela Gillman 

 
St John’s 

Autumn Update 
 
Since last writing, things have been fairly quiet on the church maintenance 
front as we’ve got back into the routine of twice-weekly worship. 
 
Sidesmen have got used to monitoring congregants, and holding up the num-
bers attending when Rev Paul is preparing the communion wafers.  People fully 
understand the need for social distancing, and are exiting the church through 
both the side and main doors as directed.  A new team of people - John Alger 
and others – are into the role of cameramen, so that the live-streaming of ser-
vices goes smoothly, and Paul has live-streamed a couple of Family Services, 
but has now reverted to pre-recorded transmissions.  Attendances at the Thurs-
day services have dropped off a bit, but the 9:30 ones on Sundays enable us to 
welcome between 30 and 40 people each week, which is lovely. 

 
Last week our daughter Jo enjoyed a hiking holiday in the Scottish Highlands, 
based in a ‘cottage’ (more like a small mansion she says) at that 
well known holiday resort Drumnadrochit.  They enjoyed 
mixed but mainly good weather, and having climbed Ben 
Nevis last year, tackled that other well-known peak 
Meall-Fuad-Mhonaidh this time around.  I asked her if 
she’d cracked the correct pronunciation, and she 
said that despite several attempts with the help of 
Google, she hadn’t got it anywhere near right!  
Some 35 years ago I learned basic Arabic, so may-
be I’ll have a go at Gaelic and help her out – or 
not!!   
 
Whilst she was away my wife Enid went over to 
Chelmsford to house and cat sit for her, which 
gave me the chance to get on with some serious 
mowing/grass cutting in the churchyard.  Quite sat-
isfying, especially as some of it hadn’t been touched 
in months.  Working on the ‘meadow’ round the back 
of the church I found that once again I had an audi-
ence – but I couldn’t persuade them to help 

 
I guess they were checking out the condition of the spire 
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which is in such desperate need of repair.  I mentioned last month that the fully-
costed project for this and the old slate roof of the medieval part of the church is 
going to cost £150,000.  I did hear from our friend Cynthia Ndaru-Okocha that 
grants were available from the National Churches Trust, but unfortunately, as with 
the Heritage Lottery Fund, they require confirmation that 50% of the project cost 
has already been raised before they will consider an ap-
plication; and with St John’s income at an all-time low, we 
are nowhere near that.  Indeed as Treasurer Lynn has 
told us, we are not even able to cover our day to day run-
ning costs at present – and this is before winter comes 
and we need the heating on again. 
 
Still the sun is shining, and having seen Angela Gilman 
and Jen Griffith out on their bikes, I actually dug one of 
mine out of the garage, and stretched my legs for a few 
miles; so we should all give thanks for the blessings we 

have and enjoy the moment while we can.             Tony 

    
 

The ‘Service for Remembering 2020’  
to be live-streamed!  
A little more information  

Each year on the Sunday nearest to All Saints' Day we hold a ‘Service for Re-
membering’ the lives of those who have died.  But during this most difficult year, 
with the present restrictions of a maximum of 30 people, we can only invite those  
whose loved ones have died over the last 12 months and who live in the local ar-
ea to actually attend the service.   
 
However, as Paul mentioned on an earlier page, we are delighted to say that this 
year the service will be live-streamed and can be accessed by anyone, who would 
like to join us through the church website www.stjohns.coulsdon.net (just click on 
the link to ’Facebook’ on the home page and ‘not now’ when asked if you want to 
join Facebook). 
   
This year the service is actually on All Saints’ Day: Sunday, 1

st
 November at 

3pm at St. John's Church, Old Coulsdon.   

 
If you would like the name of a loved one read out 
during the service, please contact the church of-
fice on 01737 552461.  The names will be read out 
in the usual setting of praise and thanksgiving, and as 
each name is read a candle will be lit by a member of 
the bereavement group in memory of that person. 
 
Hopefully we will be able to return to the usual service 
which is open to all again next year.  This year we are 
thanking God we can use modern technology.  

Christine McCutchion 

http://www.stjohnscoulsdon.net


AFTER HARVEST FESTIVAL … 
 

As you know, we will be celebrating Harvest 
Festival at St. John’s on Sunday, 27 Septem-
ber at Parish Communion at 9.30 in 
Church and hope to support ‘Nightwatch’ 
and ‘Purley Food Hub‘ by collecting grocer-
ies and toiletries.  We know many will be 
joining in with the service online and not eve-
ryone feels happy about coming to the 
church at the moment, but maybe some of 
you would like to give something as a thank-offering.  We will be leaving collecting 
boxes in the church for a week and you could call in when the Parish Office is 
open—or items may be left in the marked box outside the front door (right-hand 
side of the house) of 202 Coulsdon Road. 
 
Nightwatch is a charity that helps clothe, feed and re-home Croydon’s home-
less.  Nightwatch volunteers are out every evening at 9.30pm in the Queen’s Gar-
dens, in the centre of Croydon giving food and other help to homeless and other 
vulnerable people.  Their core activity is providing direct support for homeless 
people and others in need—helping people at every level of homelessness, from 
the street homeless to those in hostels and bed and breakfast accommodation 
and vulnerable former homeless people who need continuing support if they are 
not to become homeless again.  There are no paid staff, and no office premises.  
 
Purley Food Hub provides food and other items for people in crisis .  They 
have been delivering food parcels to those in need through the pandemic.  Over 
30,000 meals have been delivered so far this year! 

 
Goods most needed (to be divided as appropriate):       
Cans of soup (not packets)  -  Canned meat, fish and 
vegetables  -  Canned fruit  -  Canned milk  -   
Packets of rice or pasta  -  Instant Hot Chocolate 
(needing only hot water to be added)  - 
Sugar (Small Bags (500g))  -  Jars of Honey  - 
Jars of Peanut Butter  -  Cartons of Long Life Fruit Juice 
Shampoo  -  Unisex Deodorant  -  Bars of Soap.  

 
BBC Young Reporter of the Year 
 
The BBC is calling on 11 to 18-year-olds to share their origi-
nal story ideas that really matter to them, in a competition 
which will see successful entrants make their reports a reality 
with the broadcaster.   This year’s brief asks for original and 
interesting stories that haven’t been told before in one of the three story catego-
ries: ‘Me and My World’, ‘Uplifting’, or ‘Coronavirus’.  Young people can submit 
their entries online as text, video or audio content, to be developed and broadcast 
on platforms such as BBC Breakfast, The One Show or on BBC News Online 
worldwide.  To find out more about the competition and for entry, visit bbc.co.uk/
youngreportercompetition.  Closing date is Sunday 31 October 2020. 
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Sometimes you just can’t win! 
 

A little girl was struggling with her first term at school.  “I'm just wast-
ing my time,” she sobbed to her mother.  “I can't read, I can't write, 
and they won't let me talk!” 

 
MOTHERS’ UNION ..  
 
First a poem by a lady called Beatrice, which is featured in the latest MU maga-
zine 'Families First': 

Mothers' Union is 4 million members worldwide working together to 
tackle poverty and social justice to improve family life.  Mothers' Un-
ion is unique because our members work as volunteers in local 
communities, putting faith into action by acts great and small, giv-
ing individuals in need a helping hand and enabling communities 
(of all faiths or none) to have the confidence and skills to trans-

form their lives in a sustainable way. 
 
As our Worldwide President, Sheran Harper says; 
"This year has been different in so many ways, mainly due to the impact 
of the unprecedented COVID-19 pandemic.  Members' prayer lists have 
extended to include loneliness and a different kind of bereavement in 
lockdown, patience for parents home-schooling, and the escalating cas-
es of gender-based violence now categorised as the second pandemic." 

 
The Central MU administration has been severely affected and has been closed 
since March and like all charities has been hard hit with loss of revenue from do-
nations.  An urgent appeal was launched in April to all members asking for their fi-
nancial support to raise £1million to keep MU Worldwide 'on the road'.  I am de-
lighted that as I write, £837,550 has already been raised which is a huge tribute to 
the strength of support by members at this challenging time and will enable MU to 
continue with all their projects both in this country and in the 83 countries around 

Harvest Time  
Harvest time has come again - 
Reaping, gathering golden grain. 
Praises sung in church and choir, 
Round family hearth and crackling fire; 
 
Stories told, of days of yore, 
When farmers strived, and muscles tore 
As scythe and sickle crops did axe - 
A happy band to stook and stack... 
 
So different now, with huge machines 
Catching the sun as metal gleams; 
A lonelier life, but still the joy 
Of harvest gathered, man and boy... 

So far removed from harsher climes 
Where hunger stalks; the deathbell 
chimes: 
'Too much rain; too much drought'; 
'Nothing grows', the helpless shout... 
 
Still faith rises - growing stronger -  
Helping hands from friend and stranger, 
Our Lord has not abandoned all - 
On his abundance learn to call! 
And may your richest Harvest blessing 
Be sharing food with needs more  
pressing! 



the world where there are MU branches. 
 

Due to the COVID-19 restrictions, members of our branch here at St 
John's have not been able to meet or engage in fundraising events this 
year.  In a 'normal' year we would raise in the region of £1k for MU pro-
jects, but through our own additional branch donations we hope to be 
able to support some of the local MU Diocesan projects and funds that 
are most in need. 

 
As lockdown started, Nicy began sending out a weekly email to branch members 
of MU news and prayers.  This has, and is, a tangible way of keeping everyone in 
touch as a group and with MU in particular, and has received a very posi-

tive response.  These weekly emails will continue at least until the 
end of the year. 
 
I believe some of our regular Pray, Knit & Chat members 
are still knitting...and if anyone would like to join in making 
beany hats or items for premature babies, please contact 
Daphne or Enid for patterns and ideas. (via Wendy in the 

Parish Office). 
 

So...we may not be able to meet together, but there is lots going on be-
hind the scenes, and of course in prayer! 

 
THE BURIAL 

While walking through the churchyard one day, a minister came across 
his six-year-old son burying a dead sparrow.  With sonorous dignity the 
son was using the prayer that he thought his father always said: “Glory 
be unto the Faaather, and unto the Sonnn, and into the hole he goooes.” 

 
Naming Hens! 
 
I’m sure you’d have strong opin-
ions on the naming of four hens.  
Should they be called names be-
ginning with H?  Henrietta, Harriet, 
Huldah and Holly?  Well my family 
shouted NO!  So for the interim I 
name them by colour:  Ginger 1 
and Ginger 2, Chestnut 1 and 
Chestnut 2 until someone comes 
up with something better….but no-
one has!  Here’s a photo of three 
of them in the nesting box.  So 
what names would you give them? 
 
These rescue hens have been with us for under a week now.  We collected them 
from Guildford and they are 72 weeks old. We didn’t know what to expect, but 
knew they might be missing some feathers, and being rescues, we had low ex-
pectations of them laying or being that cheerful.  But they are very happy flying 
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about, roosting on their perches, and peck-
ing around in the earth, loving their layers 
mash and treats of mixed corn.  They’ve 
even stripped two apple-mint plants bare, 
loving the taste.  Up until now, like many of 
us, I hadn’t really thought about hens, but 
they are characterful and appreciate being 
tended to. In six days they’ve produced 17 
eggs-which is challenging me.  We’ve had 
quiche and cake so far, but as I don’t eat 
eggs unless they are in something, that is 
proving awkward.  But we’ve lots of people 
who are happy to take some. 
 
The hens are slowly becoming known as 
Ginger (gentle one I’m holding), Treacle 
(golden syrup colour left of photo), Nutmeg 
(feisty one at the door), and Huldah (sitting 
down) - a prophetess in 2 Kings 22:14-20 
(aka ‘Hold Her’-because she was petrified 
when I first opened the box.  She was fro-
zen to the spot, even when I picked her 

up).  She is the one with her comb flopped over her right eye sitting down  .That 
was exhausting just naming them! 

 

It’s interesting researching a name like Huldah.  Huldah the hen is especially kind, 
thinks a lot, and doesn’t get involved in conflict, though her namesake was more 
direct and determined.  Huldah the prophetess is also mentioned in 2 Chronicles 
34: 22–28 . She was one of seven prophetesses with Sarah, Miriam, Deborah, 
Hannah, Abigail, and Esther.  After the discovery of a book of the Law during the 
renovations at Solomon’s Temple, on the order of King Josiah, Hilkiah the priest 
together with Ahikam, Akbor, Shaphan and Asaiah went to speak to Huldah to 
seek the Lord’s opinion.  She was highly thought of.  Huldah lived in Jerusalem in 
the New Quarter and was the wife of Shallum son of Tokhath, son of Harhas, 
keeper of the wardrobe.  Huldah clearly states to them the Lord’s intention, which 
is hard to hear, but concludes by reassuring King Josiah that due to his piety, God 
has heard his prayer. 
 
I think for now we’ll stop the name research and 
stick to Ginger, Treacle, and Nutmeg—it’s better I 
spend time researching recipes that use eggs and 
make things like ginger treacle sponge pudding 
spiced with nutmeg!. As for the name, Huldah, well 
every time I call Huldah she will encourage me to 
give thanks to the Lord for all the eggs they pro-
vide, and to remember we too can ‘hear’, like Hul-
dah the prophet, words from God.                                                                                            
 
Sue 
Rev. Sue Thomas 



 

‘BRILLIANT BUTTERFLIES’ 
 
While we were confined to our homes, especially 
during the beautiful weather, one of the joys of 
each day for many was the ’permitted walk’ or 
spending time in the garden.  And not only did 
the good weather bring us out, but also a won-
derful array of butterflies—sending some 
searching books or the internet to name them.      
And then along came an email from Laura of the 
London Wildlife Trust to tell us about their ’Brilliant 
Butterflies’ project.  As there had been so much in-
terest in these lovely creatures, I invited her to tell us 
more...  
 

‘Many butterflies and insects are in serious trouble; the ‘State of the 
UK’s Butterflies’ 2015 report evidenced that 76% of species had declined 
since the mid-1970s.  Our Brilliant Butterflies project aims to help change 
this, by working to restore a nationally rare habitat, chalk grassland, creating 
35 new habitats for butterflies and other pollinating invertebrates 
across nature reserves, road verges, housing estates, and parks.  Brilliant 
Butterflies is a partnership between London Wildlife Trust (LWT), Natural 
History Museum (NHM) and Butterfly Conservation (BC), funded by a Dream 
Fund Award, thanks to players of People’s Postcode Lottery.  
 
Since September 2019 LWT volunteers and nature reserves team have 
been hard at work on the chalk grassland reserves in south Croydon and 
Bromley.  [I have since discovered the following on the Coulsdon Heritage 
Facebook page:  ‘Volunteering opportunities with the Brilliant Butterflies 
team on Bradmore Green this autumn - help plant plug plants and soften the 
edges of the wildflower area on Marlpit Lane.’  So the project is already at 
work in this area!  Ed]   
 

The Brilliant  Butterflies  community 
engagement team has been 

spreading the word on the  im-
portance of  pollinating insects, 
such as butterflies, for the 
health of our ecosystem.  The 
team has been welcomed, 
and enthusiastically involves 
the public and shares their 

knowledge by hosting walks, 
talks and workshops, involving 

all demographics with recording 
and monitoring butterflies and 

moths and nature based activities.  
 
There is an exciting opportunity for volunteers to learn from 
Brilliant Butterflies’ enthusiastic team of conservationists and scien-
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‘Small copper‘  

Sunitha Amos 

Trainee and Volunteer group at  
Riddlesdown – Anna Guerin 
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tists to capture vital monitoring data that will help make a case for the future 
protection of specialist chalk grassland sites.   
 
The Natural History Museum are undertaking ground-breaking environmen-
tal DNA (eDNA) surveys across the project sites, investigating the communi-
ties of insects on these sites. The acquired knowledge from these surveys 
can inform conservation practice for invertebrate communities.  Volunteers 
can join the 2021 ‘Grassland Heroes’ Citizen Science training course, learn-
ing how to identify key groups of chalk grassland invertebrates.   

 
To find out more about Brilliant Butterflies, keep up to date with volunteering, 
training, events and habitat creation, please contact the team or sign up to their 
newsletter online.    Contact: brilliantbutterflies@wildlondon.org.uk   
Visit: https://www.wildlondon.org.uk/brilliant-butterflies  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Eternal Wall of Answered Prayer   
 
‘Eternal Wall of Answered Prayer is to be a huge Christian landmark’.  It will sit in 
the heart of the UK by the end of 2022.  The gigantic monument of hope will host 
a million accounts of answered prayer, making it the largest database of hope 
stories in the world. 
 
‘Each of the million bricks will recount a personal, specific way in which God has 
answered a prayer for people both now and in the past, offering a vast amount of 
experiences all explaining how God has come through for individuals in the midst 
of life’s storms.  
 
‘We want to see Jesus’ miraculous and loving nature celebrated through these 
answered prayers and believe that the one million testimonies will ignite faith, 
and belief in the power of prayer on a national level. 
 
This project is about how one person’s answered prayer can become another 
person’s hope.  Answered prayer is a springboard for faith with each story reflect-
ing a beautiful aspect of God’s intention towards us.  We know it will make hope 
visible to our country.   

mailto:brilliantbutterflies@wildlondon.org.uk
https://www.wildlondon.org.uk/brilliant-butterflies


 

16 

God has faithfully and powerfully moved throughout the history of the UK. He has 
answered prayers of people such as St Augustine way back in the sixth century, 
right through to the more modern times of WWII, when millions of people queued 
up outside churches to pray for the men on the beaches of Dunkirk.  
 
75,000 ‘heritage bricks’ will be included in Eternal Wall to celebrate answered 
prayer dating as far back as 600 AD. This is to preserve and remember how God 
has helped people all throughout our nation’s rich history. 
 
Standing at 169ft (51.5m), the arch of Eternal Wall will be visible from up to six 
miles away.  The striking new UK monument will be over twice the size of the An-
gel of the North, and be seen by 500,000 journeys each week.  
 
Construction on the project is expected to begin in 2021 with completion in Au-
tumn 2022. Eternal Wall is looking to gather one million answered prayers, with 
every city and region in the UK represented.  Share your story now at 
www.eternalwall.org.uk/testimony  

 
 

NHS BLOOD & TRANSPLANT 
is holding a blood donation session 
 
at St Adan’s Parish Centre, 1 Portnalls Road, Coulsdon, 

CR5 3DD on Saturday 17th October and has appoint-
ments available between 13:45 – 20:00.  ‘To book an ap-
pointment visit us at blood.co.uk download our app NHS-
GIVE BLOOD or call us on 0300 123 23 23 
 
We have extra safety measures in place to allow for social 
distancing but ask that you come alone to session and do 
not bring children if possible at this time.’ 

 
 
 
 

THE PARISH CHURCH OF OLD COULSDON   
CLERGY  The Rector,  Rev. Paul Roberts, 
      The Rectory, Coulsdon Road, Old Coulsdon     01737  552152 
             (not available on Mondays)  
      The Rev. Sue Thomas       020 8406 9300 
     (available Thursdays & Sundays) READER: 
   Christine McCutchion       01737  553681 
WARDENS 
   Tony Tucker         01737  555590 
   Anne Dyer         01737  555296  
TREASURER 
   Lynn Howell         01737  551652 
 
PARISH OFFICE:  Monday-Friday 9.30 a.m. - 12 noon  
                          Email     stjohns@coulsdon.net  
          Phone:  01737 552461                      
 

http://www.eternalwall.org.uk/testimony


 
 
 

We are grateful to all those who support St. John’s by plac-
ing their advertisements in this magazine.   If you would 
like to advertise your company or services here please con-
tact the Parish Office at stjohns@coulsdon.net or call 01737 
552461. 
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www.oasisacademybyron.org

Oasis Academy Byron 020 8668 4877     Byron Children’s Centre 020 8763 6285     Mulberry Bush 020 8660 4180

WELCOME TO OASIS BYRON PART OF THE OASIS COULSDON HUB

ON THE OASIS ACADEMY BYRON SITE WE OFFER THE COMPLETE PACKAGE OF HIGH QUALITY  

EDUCATION AND CHILDCARE IN A FULLY INCLUSIVE AND WELCOMING ENVIRONMENT

FOR FAMILIES FROM PREGNANCY TO 11 YEARS
BYRON CHILDREN’S CENTRE HAS A WIDE RANGE OF HEALTH AND EARLY YEARS ACTIVITES FOR EXPECTANT MOTHERS AND FAMILIES WITH 

UNDER 5’S
THE MULBERRY BUSH OFFERS HIGH QUALITY CHILDCARE FOR CHILDREN AGED 2 – 11 INCLUDING FREE SESSIONS FOR 2 -4 YEAR OLDS 

8.00-6.00               48 WEEKS A YEAR

OASIS ACADEMY BYRON OFFERS PRIMARY EDUCTION FOR CHILDREN FROM RECEPTION TO YEAR 6 ON A FANATASTIC GREEN AND SECURE 
SITE

PLEASE LOOK AT THE WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION OR CALL THE NUMBERS TO ARRANGE A VISIT 

Graded ‘Outstanding in all areas’ by Ofsted—Oct. 2018 
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1 Norfolk House, Wellesley Road, Croydon, CR0 1LH 



 


