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   1—Tuesday 
     9.45 a.m.  Holy Communion, MU, in the Old Church 
   2 - Wednesday 
     7.00 p.m.  Life Group meets, in the Old Church 
   3—Thursday 
    11.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 
   4—Friday 
     7.30 p.m.  Singing Group meets, in the Church 
   5—Saturday 
    10.00 a.m..  Gardening Morning in Garden of Remembrance  (to 12.00) 
        
   6—THIRD SUNDAY before ADVENT 
      8.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 
     9.30 a.m.  Parish Communion, in Church  (and live-streamed    
          on Facebook/ through church website) 
    11.30 a.m.  Baptism Service, in Church 
     4.00 p.m.  Confirmation Service, in Church 
   8—Tuesday 
     7.30 p.m.  Prayer Ministry Evening, in the Church 
  10—Thursday 
    11.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 
  12—Saturday 
    10.00 a.m.  Baptism Preparation, in the Church 
       
  13—REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 
    10.00 a.m.  Remembrance Day Parade Service, in Church 
       followed by 
    10.50 a.m.  Act of Remembrance, at the War Memorial, Canon’s Hill 
    11.30 a.m.  Family Service,, in Church   
  15—Tuesday 
     9.45 for 10.00 a.m. Pram Service for Babies & Toddlers, in Church 
  16—Wednesday 
     7.00 p.m.  Life Group meets, in the Old Church 
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  17—Thursday 
    11.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 
   19—Saturday   
    12.00 noon ST. JOHN’S CHRISTMAS FAIR, in the Church  (to 3.00) 
 
  20—CHRIST the KING 
       (Sunday next before Advent) 
     8.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 
      9.30 a.m.  Parish Communion, in Church  (and live-streamed    
          on Facebook/ through church website) 
    11.30 a.m..  Baptism Service, in Church 
  23—Wednesday 
     2.00 p.m.  Pray, Knit & Chat, in the Old Church 
  24—Thursday 
    11.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 
  25—Friday 
     7.30 p.m.  ‘Christmas Choir’ first rehearsal, in the Church 
        
  27—ADVENT SUNDAY 
      9.30 a.m.  Parish Communion, in Church  (and live-streamed    
          on Facebook/ through church website) 
    11.15 a.m.  Family Service, in Church 
  29—Tuesday 
     2.00 p.m.  MU Christmas Tea, in the Church 
     7.30 p.m.  ‘Prayer for the World’, in the Church 
  30—Wednesday 
     7.00 p.m.  Life Group meets, in the Old Church 
 
 
 
    
   1—Thursday 
    11.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 
   2—Friday 
     7.30 p.m.  Christmas Choir Practice, in the Church 
   3—Saturday 
    10.00 a.m.  Gardening Morning in Garden of Remembrance  (to 12.00) 
     7.30 p.m.  Downland Chorale Concert, at St. John’s 
   
    

 
 

WHEREVER YOU ARE  
YOU CAN STILL JOIN US ONLINE FOR 

SOME SERVICES 
 

Follow the Parish Communion services, etc. online live 
as they’re streamed from the Church on Facebook via 
our website at www.stjohns.coulsdon.net  (or watch 
later)  Contact the Parish Office on 01737 552461 or 
at stjohns@coulsdon.net  if you need any help with this.     
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Dear Friends 
 

November 2022 
 
All Saints’ Day, the first day of November, is sometimes known as All Hallows’ 
Day – hence the day before being known as Hallowe’en.  ‘Hallow’ is an old Eng-
lish word that simply means holy or set apart.  So when we say the Lord’s Pray-
er we are praying that God’s name would be hallowed – set apart, held up as 
being holy.  If there are two things that I pray for regularly it is that God’s name 
would be held in respect by people coming to faith in him through his Son Je-
sus, and that his kingdom would come and his will be done ‘on earth as it is in 
heaven’. To pray ‘thy kingdom come’ is praying for the very thing that Jesus 
came on earth to tell people about. 
 
The kingdom of God is God’s rule of righteousness, peace and joy, truth, justice 
and mercy.  It’s not difficult to think of situations in the world for which we should 

pray ‘thy kingdom come’: for peace in Ukraine 
and an end to Russian aggression; for human 
rights for girls and women in Iran and Afghani-
stan; for an end to the inequality that leads 
children and their parents in this country to 
have to steal food in order to eat; for an end to 
modern slavery and human trafficking; for the 
created world to be treated with care and re-
spect.  Whenever I hear of a situation of injus-
tice or cruelty my prayer is ‘thy kingdom 
come’.  And as we pray we can also work for 

that day, doing what we can to bring peace and justice, truth and righteousness.  
 
The saints that we remember on November 1

st
 died in the faith that one day the 

Lord Jesus will return in glory to usher in God’s kingdom in its fullness.  But until 
that day comes we continue to pray, as they did, ‘thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven.’ 
 
With all good wishes 
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        ... Is quite a busy month with a 
service of Confirmation at St. John’s, 
special Remembrance Sunday ser-

vices and the church Christmas Fair as 
well as all our regular services and meetings.  Eve-

ryone is very welcome at all our services and events—and af-
ter most services tea and coffee are served which gives a chance to 

have a chat and get to know others.   

 
CONFIRMATION SERVICE ~ Sunday 6 November 

 
At 4.00 p.m. on Sunday 6 November we have a Confirmation 
service at St. John’s.  We will be welcoming Bishop Michael 
Doe, former Bishop of Swindon and Gen Sec of USPG who will 
lead this deanery service.  Two of our young people will be con-
firmed, along with 14 from other local parishes.  We hope you 
will come and support our young people as they take this very 
important step in faith, and help to welcome the other candidates and their fami-
lies from other churches in the deanery.  

  
REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY ~ 13 November 

 
Our main service on Remembrance Sunday will be at 10.00 a.m. when we 

hope to be joined by some of the local cadets, members of 
the TA, scouts & guides, and leaders of the local community.  
We are always delighted that there is a very full church for 
this special parade service and we look forward to welcoming 
everyone who would like to come along.  We suggest you 
come early.      
 
After the service in Church we will move out to the Memorial 
(on the corner of Canon’s Hill and Coulsdon Road) for a short 

Act of Remembrance at about 10.50 a.m. and the laying of wreaths.  We hope 
you will be able to join us for what is very much a community time for remem-
bering with gratitude those who lost their lives in the service of the nation and 
especially those from the local area. 

 

FAMILY SERVICE …  
 
… on Remembrance Sunday will start at the later time of 
11.30 a.m. to ease congestion and access to the 
Church following the service at the Memorial.  This popular 
service takes place on the second and fourth Sundays 
each month  and is usually at 11.15 a.m.  All families with 
young children – and from babies to grandparents – and 
the young-at-heart will find a warm welcome!  It’s a very re-
laxed service with ’bouncy’ songs and an easy format.  It’s 
a lovely way to introduce your family to the church … and nobody minds if your 
children are not good at sitting still!.  We look forward to welcoming you. 
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IT’S CHRISTMAS FAIR TIME on Sat. 19 November! 
 
As they say, many hands make light work – so we’d like you 
all to get involved in some way if you possibly can!  St. John’s 
Christmas Fair is on Saturday 19

th
 November 12.00-3.00 

p.m. in the Church.  Full details are further on but meanwhile 
you will see that we have requests for goods and help galore.  
Please read them and see if you could offer to lend a hand – if 
only for a short while - or collect some goods together to stock 
the stalls.  And be sure to bring all your friends, relations and 
neighbours along for an enjoyable afternoon – perhaps they 
will treat you to lunch or you could treat them to tea and cake!  

 
‘CHRISTMAS CHOIR’  
 

If you enjoy singing—especially Christmas carols—why 
not join our ‘Christmas Choir’?  There will be just three 
Friday and one Thursday evening rehearsals leading up 
to our special Carol Service at 6.30 p.m. in church on 
Sunday 18

th
 December—plus one on the afternoon of 

the service.  We will meet at 7.30 pm in the church on Fri-
days 25

th  
Nov, & 2

nd 
Dec, Thurs. 8

th 
Dec, Fri. 16

th 
Dec. 

and Sunday 18
th

 Dec. at 4.00 p.m.   Please let Paul 
know—at  rev.paul.c.roberts@gmail.com or on 01737 
552152  - if you would like to join us for this festive and 
joyful time or would like to know more.    

   
GARDENING PARTY  

A small group meets each month usually on the first Saturday morning to loving-
ly care for the Garden of Remembrance.  They would love to have some more 
help to keep it neat and tidy so if you could spare some time — even just a little 
-between 10.00 & 12.00 on Saturday 5

th
 November, they’d be delighted if 

you could join them — with secateurs, etc. if possible.  Call Gill on 01737 
553596 if you’d like to know more - or just come along.  Can’t make it this 
month but would like to help—they’ll be there again on Sat. 2nd December!   

 
CALLING ALL BABIES, TODDLERS & PRESCHOOLERS! 

 
At PRAM SERVICE in October we celebrated ‘Harvest’ 

and having filled our little ‘baskets’ with ‘fruit & veg’ and 
guessing what was hidden in some socks by touch, 
we gave thanks to God for all our food.  If you’d like 
to join us for our next Pram Service it will be on 

Tuesday 15 November.  Be sure to get your 
mum, dad, granny, grandpa or whoever is with you 

on a Tuesday morning to bring you along to the 
Church.  Doors open at 9.45 for a 10.00 a.m. start and 

there’ll be action songs, rhymes, an interactive Bible story, 
activity, prayers, bells, shakers, tambourines, etc. as well as birthday celebra-
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tions!  No-one’s too young, too fidgety or too noisy to come!  When 
we’ve finished, there’s time for tea, coffee, squash and biscuits while we play 
and the adults chat afterwards.  Hope you can make it..   

 
 
 
Gaia Exhibition - Southwark Cathedral - now on tour. 

 
The Earth bound up 
in Southwark Cathe-
dral in this vast space 
is a mesmerising 
experience, seeing 
the globe rotating as 
if from space.  It is 
huge.  Enormous. 
Creation all seen in 
one go. 
 
This artwork is by 
Luke Jerram and 
measures 7 metres 
across and is 1.8 
million times smaller 
than our real Earth 
with each centimetre 
of the internally lit 
sculpture describing 
18km of the Earth’s 
surface. 
 
By standing 211m 
away from the Earth 
it is possible to see 
Earth as it appears 
from the moon. 
 
It changes our 
perception of our 
planet as a floating, 
living entity. 
 
Suspended in the air, 
it gives the 
impression of filling 
the Cathedral space, 
by almost touching 
both sides of the 
walls. 
 



As it rotates ever 
so slowly, the high-
ly detailed NASA 
images of vast 
oceans, land 
mass, deserts, 
snow caps and ice, 
enable a sense of 
a glimpse into the 
daily life of our 
world: a living 
breathing world. 
Creation.  On-
going.  Moving. 
And we are re-
sponsible for the 
care of this beauty, 
this floating mass 
that God made. 
 
Who would have 
thought all this 
could be hidden 
within our main 
place of worship. 
Cathedral worship 
on Sundays surely 
must have taken 
on new signifi-
cance, especially 
in saying the 
Creed: 
 
‘We believe in one 
God, the Father, 
the Almighty, Mak-
er of heaven and 
earth, of all that is 
seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one 
Lord Jesus Christ, 
the only begotten 
Son of God 
 
...and we believe 

in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son… 
 
God made the world...and everything in it.           
                                                                               Sue 
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MOTHERS' UNION - Transformation - Now! - our theme for 2022 
 
NOVEMBER focus:  Gender justice    
 Mothers' Union is a Christian organisation that has been support-

ing families worldwide for over 140 years.  Started by our founder 
Mary Sumner in 1876 in her local parish, we have grown into an 
international charity with over 4 million members in 84 countries.  
We demonstrate our faith in action.  This happens as we work 
towards stopping poverty, stopping inequality, and stopping in-
justice.  Our members work at grassroots level around the 
world—and bring hope and practical support to millions of peo-

ple every year through parenting, literacy and community development 
programmes. 
 

Our prayer is that we can: 
Transform ourselves, personally and spiritually, to live out our faith 
Transform the churches and communities we work with, and of which 
we are a part, to reflect Christ's kingdom 
Transform Mothers' Union to be relevant for 21st century life. 

"For with God nothing shall be impossible" - Luke 1:37 
 

FAITH IN ACTION: Standing against Gender-Based Violence (GBV) 
During the United Nations' 16 Days of Activism against Gender-Based Violence 
(GBV) (25 November - 10 December), Mothers' Union joins with thousands of oth-
er organisations to raise awareness of and campaign against GBV. 

Living Sustainably 
 
Not so much a  hint this month, as a piece 
of information  some of you may have 
missed.   
For a long time now we have been able to 
recycle plastic bags and batteries at 
Tesco.  Now they have a new facility for 
recycling those tiny bits of plastic we used 
to consign to general rubbish with a sigh.  
Small bits of plastic - bread wrappers, fruit 
and veg. wrappers, crisp packets, the flim-
sy little bits on top of plastic trays and oth-
er bits of small plastic can be collected in 
a bag and put in the container next to that 
for plastic bags at TESCO CATERHAM. 
 
Look out next month for news of another 
recycling opportunity.  
 
Meanwhile we look forward to receiving your ideas 
at   hazel.collis@yahoo.co.uk                

THE ECO GROUP 

mailto:hazel.collis@yahoo.co.uk


  

 

11 

 
GBV is one of the most widespread violations 
of human rights.  It can affect any person 
at any time; it takes place in many forms; it 
spans many societies.  It can be part of a cul-
ture's social norms; it can be hidden behind 
closed doors. 
 

The Global Day of Action ties into these 16 
days and will be held on Saturday 26 No-
vember - a day to raise awareness of and focus on those who are victims of vio-
lence and abuse.  Whatever form it takes, GBV is unacceptable and we strive to 
do all we can to end it. 

 
This month, as we pray for gender justice, for which Mothers' Union fervently cam-
paigns and works throughout the year and throughout the world, it is tempting to 
see praying as having less impact than our actions for change.  But, as John Wes-
ley said: 'Prayer is where the action is'.  So let us be assured that prayer is also 
'real work'.  Our prayers will make a difference as we petition our righteous God. 
James 5:16 states that when a believing person prays, great things happen.  As 
believing people, let us make the most of God's open door to us and pray with 
faith for gender justice.  
Give up your violence and oppression and do what is just and right - Ezekiel 45:9 
 
BRANCH DATES: 
Tues 1 Nov:   9.45am  Corporate Holy Communion, followed by refreshments  
Wed 23 Nov:  2.00pm   Pray, Knit & Chat in Church - do join us!  All welcome  
       whether you knit or not - delicious cakes, good com- 
       pany and time to remember others in prayer. 
 
TUESDAY 29 NOV:  2.00pm  CHRISTMAS TEA for invited guests with enter- 
          tainment by Coulsdon CofE Choir, followed by  
          carol singing to round off the afternoon.  
 
LAST MONTH: CAFE CONCERT   

The theme was 'All 
Kinds of People' 
and the programme 
certainly lived up to 
its billing!!   Hu-
mour, laughter, mu-
sic, poetry, wonder-
ful artworks on 
show, and delicious 
cakes and drinks to 
enjoy amongst 
friends - a wonder-
ful morning enjoyed 
by all.  We wel-
comed over 80 

people making nearly 100 with helpers. Thanks are due to so many people: Paul 



and Andrew who set up the church for us, the Painting for Pleasure group for or-
ganising a splendid exhibition for us; and all those members who laid up the ta-
bles, made cakes, served drinks and cakes, sold raffle tickets, read poems, 
brought guests, helped clear away, and much more....you all contributed to the 
most successful Cafe Concert since we started these events in 2013.  A tru-
ly amazing total was raised benefitting both St John's and Mothers' Union... 
£784.60!! Thank you to everyone! 
 

Café Concert at St John’s  
Three weeks ago, on a Saturday, my 
daughter, Hannah and I, (we had been in-
vited), wandered into St John’s church, 
Coulsdon, to be met by Nicy and her 
branch members and the wonderful sight of 
tables in the church set for tea, with colour-
ful cloths and pretty china.  The whole inte-
rior was surrounded by eclectic works of art 
displayed by local artists. 
 
Hannah and I were made very welcome 
and the audience grew.  We were offered 
frequent cups of tea and coffee and a suc-
cession of delicious cakes to tempt us.  All 
this while we enjoyed the entertainment, 
which consisted of songs interspersed with 
short readings, anecdotes and poems, all 
read with emotion and humour by Mothers’ 
Union and church members, on the theme 
of ‘All Kinds of People’.  
 
The songs were also in lighter and humorous vein featur-
ing several by Flanders and Swan sung by Nicy in her 
beautiful, strong voice, brilliantly accompanied by her hus-
band, (Rector) Paul, at the piano.  Paul also gave us a 
memorable rendition of ‘Hole in the Ground’ complete with 
flat cap and spade!  
 
It was a fabulous way to spend a morning; Hannah and I 
loved it, and money was raised for both the church and the 
MU branch, so a great job was done by all.  This was the 
last Café Concert, so how lucky was I to be there to share 
in that lovely occasion.                                      Sally Steele 

Croydon MU Vice-President.     
 
 
Our monthly prayer: 
With faith and resolve we set ourselves 
to combat gender injustice. 
May God equip us with all we need 
to play our part in creating an equal society 
and pursue justice in the name of Christ. Amen 
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IT WOULD BE WONDERFUL ... 
 
… if everybody who read this plea for help 
could offer to do something to make our up-
coming Christmas Fair another successful 
afternoon. 
 
As you can see from the poster overleaf, the 
Fair is on Saturday, 19 November but we 
need help before, during and after the event.   
 
COULD YOU LEND A HAND?  
 
BEFORE THE DAY …  

We need over 5,000 leaflets delivered 
to all the homes in the parish.   Fresh air, exercise and the knowledge 
that you’re doing a vital task is on offer to anyone able to take a marked bundle 
to deliver to the homes in your road, or part of a road, or one near you.  This is 
our main publicity which we hope encourages people to come along.  The bun-
dles—large (for a good walk!) and small - are waiting in the church ready to go. 
 
How about having a decluttering session and taking the opportunity to 
recycle those gifts you’ve never used (and deep down know you never will) 
that are cluttering up your cupboards, drawers and shelves and could be really 
useful helping to raise funds for the church.  Here is a reminder of some items 
we’d love to receive …  

* books (especially paperback novels & not magazines)  * toys  * jew-
ellery  * stationery items  * unwanted gifts  * bottles - from shampoo 
to wine  * soft toys  * items for tombolas and raffles  * toiletries           
* home-made craft items  * home-made jams & pickles  * home-made 
cakes for the Cake Stall (on the day)  * a really super prize for the 
Grand Raffle  etc., etc., etc., etc.   

The Church will be open to receive your gifts from Monday 14 – Friday 18 
November 10.00-12.00 and 2.00-4.00 each day. 
 
Do you enjoy baking?  We need help with providing quiches, coleslaw, 
cakes large and small for the Refreshments.  Please let the Parish Office 
01737 552461 [stjohns@coulsdon.net] know if you could help with any of these 
or other items on our list.   
 

ON THE DAY ... 

Could you spare an hour to help on a stall, help to set up the church (inc. the 
day/evening before), and especially help to clear up afterwards?  And a BIG PLEA 
for washer-uppers and table-clearers to help with the refreshments. 
 

So there you have it – lots to be done as you can see!  There’s a big list in the church 
just waiting for offers of help.  Please have a look at it when your there to see if there’s 
a gap you could fill.  Or you could contact the Parish Office (as above) to say …  
 

’I’d love to help … what can I do?’  
 

We’d be really delighted and relieved to hear from you! 
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Revd Sue Thomas writes: 
 

Hens in Lockdown! 
  
Unhappy Hannah wanted to lay an egg and I failed to notice.  She’d been walk-
ing around her temporary cage, pacing back and forth and I thought she just 
wanted to get out into her garden like the day before when freedom was possi-
ble. You see freedom for all poultry has had to stop due to a new lockdown 
caused by Avian Flu.  By law hens have to be kept in a covered caged area. So 
Hannah, Muffin, Peony, Phoebe, and Olive are adapting to being caged all the 
time and they just don’t like it. 

We use the ‘Medical Wing’ as a 
temporary home from home for 
a couple of hours most after-
noons to give them a break 
from the main coop.  It’s meant 
for use by one poorly hen who 
might be getting pecked when 
she is under the weather, but 
the hens do enjoy entertaining 
themselves digging up the flow-

erbed looking for worms or pecking the grass. It’s 
near to the house so they get regular treats of 
sweetcorn, cabbage, carrots, apples, grapes, or 
porridge, with water melon being a favourite.  Like 
all treats it’s balanced with their usual warm mash.  
As daylight fades each hen is carried, one by one, 
back home. I felt so sorry for Hannah, who on her 
return scurried inside to lay her precious egg in 

private.  
Usually 
hens lay 
eggs by 
late 
morning, 
not in 
the after-
noons. 
 
I finally managed to get a photo of Peo-
ny, whom you may remember from the 
last issue, dropped all her feathers in a 

moult.  You can see her feathers grown back on the top of her back.  They are 
very smooth and her ginger neck really shines in the sunshine. She is beginning 

to look splendid.                                                                      

15 
Sue 
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TONY WRITES …  
I started writing last month’s article on the first day of meteorological autumn, and 
strangely for this one it was on the day of the autumn equinox – no Druids in our 
churchyard, but they were up on Primrose Hill in London, and at Stonehenge. 
 
The last couple of weeks seem to have been overshadowed by the Queen’s 
passing and all the arrangements for her funeral; and what a wonderful celebra-
tion of her life it was, with the most wonderful pageantry coupled with the solem-
nity of the occasion.  Enid and I couldn’t have coped with standing for over 
twelve hours in line, but after everything was over, I did travel up to London to 

look at the flowers in Green Park. 
 
A walk from Victoria station up to 
Hyde Park and round the corner to 
the Wellington Gate and there they 
were.  This is just one display round 
the many trees in the park, the 
whole area being a sea of colour 
and people; and so many messag-
es from children, including displays 
by individual classes in primary 
schools.  It really was very moving.  
Then I walked down to the palace 
where the crowds were still thick on 
the ground, with a number of film 

crews still set up in the hope of catching a glimpse of someone.  On past the 
Wellington Barracks where the troops had formed up, and back to Victoria.  It 
was a long walk and I was very tired by the time I got home, but well worth it. 
 
Back then to reality and church on Sunday the 25

th
 to find that the chairs that Gill, 

Ralph, and I had properly arranged the week before had been jumbled up again 

CHRISTMAS CHARITY DAY  
 

Having had a two year break due to Covid we 
are holding our Christmas Charity Day to raise 
money for the Porridge Pot Fund- this provides 
a daily bowl of ‘ porridge ‘ for each child in The 
Children’s Alpha Ministry School near Kasese, 
Uganda.   

Date- Friday 2nd December        
Time- 10.30-5.30 
Place- 9 Placehouse Lane, CR5 1 LA  

The usual gifts, crafts, cards, tombola, raffle and refreshments will be availa-
ble.  Do hope you can join us.  It is always a lovely Christmassy opportunity 
to meet others and perhaps buy a few Christmas gifts.  

Sandra and Trevor Meadowcroft.  
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– including one of the wardens’ rows actually having been moved forward several 
slots.  Nobody would admit to it, so we can only surmise that it was the giant mice 
that live under the big flat tombstone to the left of the door!   
 

Those of us who live on or use Canon’s Hill will have noted that a little black 
‘Smart’ car had been parked there for a couple of months.  During the night of 
the 24

th
 mindless idiots had tried to smash its windscreen, and had smashed 

out one of the side windows leaving a pile of glass shards all over the pave-
ment.  Clearly dangerous for children and dogs paws, our recently elected 
councillor, Nikhil Sherine Thampi, gave me a welcome hand to clear it up – 
thanks Nikhil. 

 
On Saturday it will be our first Café Concert for three years, and having seen Patri-
cia Pegg working on her flower bed and commenting that she wanted it looking 
good, John Alger and I decided to run the mowers over the churchyard.  The grass 
hadn’t been cut since September’s ‘Gardening Club’ so it was pretty long – but 
many hands and all that, meant that we got most of it done in two or three hours.  
Just the area out back still to do, but hopefully the working party will get together 
again on the 8

th
 when that can be done and the weeds round the base of the 

church dealt with as well.  We did notice that the wild cyclamen certainly hadn’t 
been harmed by the long dry summer and are quite stunning, nestled amongst the 
grass (which we didn’t cut). 
 

The Café Concert was a great success with lots of poems and beautiful sing-
ing by Nicy; but I was especially taken by Rev Paul’s rendition of the Bernard 
Cribbins song “Hole in the Ground” – he’s not often seen (in public at least) 
wearing a flat cap and wielding a shovel! 

 
Sunday dawned very wet and blowy, but the church was crowded with people car-
rying Harvest Festival donations for the Purley Food Hub, and Croydon Night-
watch.  Gone are the days of hand-made corn dollies, and the fresh produce of our 
childhoods, but times have changed and we now do what we can in this so –called 
modern world – despite many of the food donations being sourced from all over the 
world. 
 
After the awful weather in the morning, Sunday afternoon came up warm and sun-
ny in time for an interesting event at the RAFA’s Portcullis Club on Kenley airfield. 
A year or so ago a ¼ scale model of a Hurricane was installed outside the club in 
memory of the fallen, and yesterday a similar model of a Spitfire was unveiled.  
Both models were made by Andy Cloke – the latter being a replica of the aircraft 

flown by 
Wing 
Com-
mander 
Brendan 
(known 
as Pad-
dy) Finu-
cane  
DSO, 
DFC and 

Hurricane 

Spitfire 
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two bars – who at the age of just 21 had become the RAF’s youngest ever pilot 
to achieve that rank.  He was credited with some 32 victories, but having had his 
aircraft damaged by ground fire, he was forced to ditch in the English Channel 
and was never found.  After a very well presented speech by Rev. Annie Kurk , 
Vicar of St Luke’s Church, Whyteleafe, there was a further moving speech by the 
nephew of Wing Commander Finucane who unveiled a plaque at the base of the 
model’s support tower. 
 

    
 

A small group of us met on the 8
th
 for another 

‘Gardening Club’ and carried on the good work 
that Gill and Ralph had done during the week.  
Things were a little wet underfoot but some seri-
ous tidying was done round the Garden of Re-
membrance path, alongside the wall, and to the 
edge of the main path.   

 
It will soon be leaf time, so when it is, if there’s 
anyone with one of those backpack blowers it 
would be an enormous help if you could either 
loan it or give us a hand. 
 
I’m not as close to the spire restorations as I 
might have been in the past, but progress is be-
ing made, and last week I worked as Ralph’s 
‘assistant’ as we checked the shape, size, and 
wear to the steps of the spiral staircase up to the 

ringing chamber.  Our thoughts are to make the stair-
case safe by installing a self-supporting structure of oak risers and treads, which 
we had costed some years ago; but our architect favours the appointment of a 
stone mason!  That could be expensive! 
 
Upon leaving the church that day we stopped for a moment, and by listening 

Rev Annie – just about visible beyond the crowd 

Sheila showing us 
how it’s done  



carefully could hear the grass actually growing, so St John’s grass monitor re-
turned later and managed to get the worst of it cut with the strimmer. 
 
To close – the world and the country seem to be in such a parlous state that it is 
hard to find many positives, but we are lucky in so many ways.  The good news 
in the foregoing, our church and community, and our clergy Revs. Paul and Sue.  
In Sue’s last two sermons she has gone for some audience participation; livening 
us all up and reminding us to say “Thank you” for the blessings we receive.  So 
thank you Paul, thank you Sue, thank you Christine, Wendy and all the volun-
teers who help to keep St John’s at the centre of so many of our lives. 
 
God bless.          Tony 

 
 

The Oasis Wallington - Seeking a New Manager 

With an evangelistic heart, this Christian bookshop of renowned quality has 
been serving the local community and churches in the Sutton / Wallington 
area, and beyond, for nearly 40 years. 
 
Our current manager is leaving the area, and we are seeking a replacement 
to give a new vision in this rapidly changing world. 
 
The ideal person would be living relatively locally, and will be responsible for 
all areas of the shop’s activities.  They will be heading a team of volunteer 
staff and be accountable to a board of trustees. 
 
We are open to the Lord’s leading in selecting His person for the position, 
which is full time, and carries a salary and pension. 
 
If you feel drawn to this role and wish to apply the Job Spec. and instructions 
on how to apply are given on our website at https://
www.oasiswallington.com/newmanager or by phoning the shop [020 8773 
1428] and asking to speak with the current manager, Anna.    
 
 

CHURCH OF OLD COULSDON   
CLERGY  The Rector,  Rev. Paul Roberts, 
      The Rectory, Coulsdon Road, Old Coulsdon     01737  552152 
             (not available on Mondays)  
      The Rev. Sue Thomas       020 8406 9300 
     (available Thursdays & Sundays) READER: 
   Christine McCutchion       01737  553681 
WARDENS 
   Gill Thaxter         01737  553596 
   Ralph Goodwin         
TREASURER 
   Lynn Howell         01737  551652 
 
PARISH OFFICE:  Monday-Friday   9.30 a.m. - 12 noon  
                          Email     stjohns@coulsdon.net     Phone:  01737 552461 
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https://www.oasiswallington.com/newmanager
https://www.oasiswallington.com/newmanager
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We are grateful to all those who support St. John’s by plac-
ing their advertisements in this magazine.   If you would 
like to advertise your company or services here please con-
tact the Parish Office at stjohns@coulsdon.net or call 01737 
552461. 
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www.oasisacademybyron.org

Oasis Academy Byron 020 8668 4877     Byron Children’s Centre 020 8763 6285     Mulberry Bush 020 8660 4180

WELCOME TO OASIS BYRON PART OF THE OASIS COULSDON HUB

ON THE OASIS ACADEMY BYRON SITE WE OFFER THE COMPLETE PACKAGE OF HIGH QUALITY  

EDUCATION AND CHILDCARE IN A FULLY INCLUSIVE AND WELCOMING ENVIRONMENT

FOR FAMILIES FROM PREGNANCY TO 11 YEARS
BYRON CHILDREN’S CENTRE HAS A WIDE RANGE OF HEALTH AND EARLY YEARS ACTIVITES FOR EXPECTANT MOTHERS AND FAMILIES WITH 

UNDER 5’S
THE MULBERRY BUSH OFFERS HIGH QUALITY CHILDCARE FOR CHILDREN AGED 2 – 11 INCLUDING FREE SESSIONS FOR 2 -4 YEAR OLDS 

8.00-6.00               48 WEEKS A YEAR

OASIS ACADEMY BYRON OFFERS PRIMARY EDUCTION FOR CHILDREN FROM RECEPTION TO YEAR 6 ON A FANATASTIC GREEN AND SECURE 
SITE

PLEASE LOOK AT THE WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION OR CALL THE NUMBERS TO ARRANGE A VISIT 

Graded ‘Outstanding in all areas’ by Ofsted—Oct. 2018 
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1 Norfolk House, Wellesley Road, Croydon, CR0 1LH 

 



 


