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THE CHURCH IS OPEN
on two days each week
Thursdays & Sundays
so here is our mini calendar!
1—ALL SAINTS

6.00 a.m. onwards Family Service, available on Facebook only
9.30 a.m. Parish Communion, in the Church
(and live-streamed on Facebook)
3.00 p.m. Service for Remembering those who have died by invitation only and live-streamed on Facebook
4—Wednesday
7.30 p.m. Life Group meets, in the Church (& online)
5—Thursday
11.00 a.m. Holy Communion, in Church
7—Saturday
2.00 p.m. Wedding: Cameron Taverner & Amanda Roper

8 – REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY

6.00 a.m. onwards Family Service, available on Facebook only
9.30 a.m. Parish Communion, in the Church
(and live-streamed on Facebook)
12—Thursday
11.00 a.m. Holy Communion, in Church

15—SECOND SUNDAY before ADVENT
9.30 a.m.

Parish Communion, in the Church
(and live-streamed on Facebook)
Family Service (pre-booking via Parish Office required)

11.00 a.m.
18—Wednesday
7.30 p.m. Life Group meets, in the Church (& online)
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19—Thursday
11.00 a.m.

Holy Communion, in Church

22 – CHRIST the KING (Sunday next before Advent)

6.00 a.m. onwards Family Service, available on Facebook only
9.30 a.m. Parish Communion, in the Church
(and live-streamed on Facebook)
26—Thursday
11.00 a.m. Holy Communion, in Church

29—ADVENT SUNDAY

6.00 a.m. onwards Family Service, available on Facebook only
9.30 a.m. Parish Communion, in the Church
(and live-streamed on Facebook)

DECEMBER
2—Wednesday
7.30 p.m. Life Group meets, in the Church
3—Thursday
11.00 a.m. Holy Communion, in Church

6 – SECOND SUNDAY of ADVENT

6.00 a.m. onwards Family Service, available on Facebook only
9.30 a.m. Parish Communion, in the Church
(and live-streamed on Facebook)

JUST a REMINDER!

If you’re not able or wanting to come to services in
the Church just yet, you can follow the 9.30 a.m.
Sunday service online live as it’s streamed
from the Church. Go to St. John’s website at
www.stjohns.coulsdon.net, click on the link to
’Facebook’ on the home page (and ‘not now’ when
asked if you want to join Facebook) and finally click
on the service for the day..
Knowing how early some families with little ones start
their day, the Family Service is being recorded and
is available on ‘Facebook’ each Sunday from 6.00 a.m.
Just heard there will be a Family Service in Church on 15 November
but booking required from 9 Nov at 01737 552461 or stjohns@coulsdon.net.
Paul continues to send out Email updates keeping us in touch with the latest
news, encouraging words and useful suggestions. If you would like to receive
this, please contact him at rev.paul.c.roberts@gmail.com.
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Dear Friends
November: a time for remembering
remember, the fifth of November….’ Not just the 5th, but the 1st
and the 8th. November 1st is All Saints’ Day when we remember all those faithful
followers of Christ who have gone before us. Some of them are well known, but
most are just ordinary people like us who have been faithful to Christ. Some of
them might have been an encouragement to us and an example to follow, and
that is something to thank God for. Many remained faithful to Christ even
through persecution and even facing death, and we continue to pray and speak
up for persecuted Christians in many places in the world.
‘Remember,

November 1st is also the day on which we are remembering loved ones who have died. In the last eight months
it’s been very hard not being able to have the physical
presence of friends and family during a time of grief –
Zooming or Skyping are not the same. With such restrictions on numbers at funerals it has almost felt disrespectful to the person who has died. But God
knows how we feel. A constant encouragement to me
at times like this is the verse from Psalm 34: ‘The Lord
is close to the broken-hearted and saves those who are
crushed in spirit.’
Remembrance Sunday, November 8th, will feel very strange this year as we will
not be having our usual parade service and gathering at the War Memorial. Instead, we will dedicate a single wreath on behalf of the whole community of Old Coulsdon during our 9.30 service and lay it at the
Memorial without ceremony. I will be preparing a short act of remembrance to go out on Facebook just before 11.00 a.m. Our
thoughts this year might be more towards those who have lost
their lives in the battle with Covid-19. Like innocent civilians
caught up in war, these are so many people who faced an invisible
enemy. But as in times of war, there are many who have shown
great bravery and selflessness as they have cared for others and
helped them. These are the people we clapped for on Thursday
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evenings earlier in the summer.
Remembering is a time for looking back, but we can’t
actually go back. We can only live in the present,
looking to the future. We are people of hope.
Faith, love and hope are what keep us going in difficult times – the fuel of the Christian.
May the God of all hope fill you with all joy and
peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit
(Romans 15:13).
With all good wishes

WILL YOU BE
CHRISTMAS SHOPPING ONLINE
THIS YEAR?
Did you know that you can support St. John’s while you shop?
As many are feeling uncertain about visiting large stores at the moment,
we’re sure that some will be thinking about doing their Christmas shopping on line this year. We’d be delighted if you would do this through the
Easy Fundraising website. If you sign up to our cause page, and always
access your favourite online shopping sites through the Easy Fundraising website, St. John’s will receive a small donation every time you
shop. There are over 4,000 online retailers to choose from!.
To get started go to: www.easyfundraising.org.uk and then enter ’St
John’s Church, Old Coulsdon’ for the cause. You will be asked only for
your name, email address and to set a password and then you’ll be
ready to shop. This will cost you nothing as the companies you shop
with give the donations. These may be small amounts but since St.
John’s signed up the total raised for church funds so far is £1,152.99.
And, of course, this can be used all year round — not just for Christmas!
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ST. JOHN’S VERY OWN CHRISTMAS CARD!

Scratching our heads for some fund-raising ideas—especially as we aren’t able to
have a Christmas Fair this year—a couple of us came up with the idea of producing a St. John’s Christmas card. Around the same time Judith, the daughter of the
late Ray & Hilda Goodwin (whose names can be seen on the gates at the entrance to the churchyard) offered us some of Ray’s paintings. Ray was a superb
local amateur artist. He painted many pictures of the church—some from old photos—as this one taken in 1921. Thus, with Judith’s blessing, the project came together. So, St. John’s very own Christmas card is NOW ON SALE!
The inside has been left blank for your own Christmas greetings. On the back is:
‘St. John’s Church, Old Coulsdon - 1921 - from a painting by Ray Goodwin
(1912-2001) - helping to raise much-needed funds for St. John’s www.stjohns.coulsdon.net’ Each card is roughly 4” x 6” and the fold is at the top.
The cards will be available from Sunday 1 November in packs of 5 (£2.50) and 10
(£4.00) with envelopes. Some will be available in Church or you can order yours
from the Parish Office on 01737 552461 or at stjohns@coulsdon.net and arrange
to collect and pay for them at the church any weekday morning or we will deliver
them locally. Payment can also be made online: Payee: Coulsdon St Johns
Church PCC Sort code: 405240 Account number: 00030868 Ref: ‘Cards/and
your surname’.

ALREADY BOUGHT YOUR CHRISTMAS CARDS?

THESE WILL MAKE LOVELY NOTELETS AND PACKS WOULD BE
JUST RIGHT AS SMALL GIFTS (or stocking fillers as they say!).
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A SPECIAL GIFT
Raymond Collins (aged 91) contacted the Parish Office to say he had made 2 floor-standing candlesticks which he would like to donate to the church.
Raymond worked as a cabinet maker and joiner and
has an extensive workshop in his garage. Paul went
to visit him and learnt that Raymond had heard
about our Service of Remembering on 1st November and he and Paul thought it would be nice to
have these candlesticks either side of the table
where the individual candles were to be lit.
Raymond suggested these may be the last large
items he will make, so St. John’s is especially honoured to receive his gift. We are very grateful and
are sure the candlesticks will be very useful, particularly on special occasions.
Thank you.

HOMEMADE, LOCAL & DELICIOUS!
We’ve not tasted it yet, but on hearing about some of the ingredients Christine is putting into her mincemeat, we’re sure it’s bound
to be! She is busy making a large batch and will be offering jars
for sale in aid of Church Funds. So if you like to make your own
mince pies … or fancy having a go … and with shopping further
afield somewhat restricted at the moment, why not give Christine McCutchion a call on 01737 553681 to find out more and/or
book a jar or two. First come first served!

MOTHERS’ UNION ..
Mothers' Union is 4 million members worldwide working together
to tackle poverty and social injustice to improve family life.
Mothers' Union is unique because our members work as volunteers in local communities, putting faith into action by acts
great and small, giving individuals in need a helping hand and
enabling communities (of all faiths or none) to have the confidence and skills to transform their lives in a sustainable way.
Due to the COVID-19 restrictions, members of our branch here at St John's have
not been able to meet or engage in fundraising events this year. In a 'normal' year
we would raise in the region of £1k for MU projects. However, branch members
themselves have generously donated an amazing... £745.00!! This, together with
£100 from branch funds, will give us the resources to give significant support to
those projects and funds most in need. A huge thank you to them all.
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Last month I was delighted that we
could finally present two of our
members with their well-deserved
long service certificates in church.
Christine McCutchion has clocked
up 40 years and Anne Pawling 55
years - an amazing record for each
of them - Congratulations!
Also last month. I was contacted by
the Diocesan President asking me
to lead prayers and give a talk on
'Building Hope and Confidence' at
the Diocesan MU Council Meeting
on Zoom. As the invitation only came a few days before the event(!) I was very
thankful that I was able to use some of the Bible verses and thoughts I had shared
a few days before to members in my weekly email!
I mentioned 'knitting' last month and you will see from the photos on this and the
following page that I have received a massive haul of knitted goods! Before lockdown, the Pray, Knit & Chat group had already amassed a large amount from this
time last year to March. Some members have carried on knitting and have been
leaving regular 'parcels' on the door step. One member, Rose, is also WI President of one of the Purley groups and has got her group knitting for England! So,
all in all, I now have at The Rectory:

261 hats,
21 cot blankets,
33 mini matinee jackets (some with
matching hats),
31 small child's bags,
27 cannula covers for SCBU,
and a pair of wrist warmers.
(Cannula covers, although very small,
are a vital tool in keeping tiny fingers
from fiddling with tubes as well as being soft to the touch!)
I will be contacting a charity based in North
London called 'Knit For Peace' as I believe
they will welcome the hats and children's
bags, but they have been inundated with
prem. baby items so I will be sourcing another charity for those. I would like to take
this opportunity to thank everyone who has
contributed to this knitting bonanza - I
know the items will be really appreciated,
Our practical support for Messy Church is continuing. Christine McCutchion and
Sandra Meadowcroft are alternating recording the children's Bible talk each week,
ably assisted by 'Rufus' of course! (You can watch these talks on the Church fa9

cebook page). As we approach Christmas, our branch is donating Christmas colouring cards and crayons, along with the children's Christmas books which are
normally placed in the 'pews' at that time, to Messy Church to go in the Christmas
resource envelope that every family will receive to use at home.
So, as I said last month, we may not be able to meet together, but there is lots going on behind the scenes, and of course in prayer too!
Nicy
P.S. Here is the rest of what we have produced. As you can imagine, we have
been using a lot of wool, so ….. !

DONATIONS OF WOOL PLEASE!

to keep our knitters going!
Bags can be left in The Rectory porch.
Thank you.

A VERY BUSY FOOD HUB!
Steve from Purley Food Hub has written:
‘September’s 3,681 meals provided to over 400 hard-pressed clients and
their families took us past 200,000 meals overall since the Food Hub began in 2013.
The first 100,000 meals took 4 years and 11 months...the second 100,000
just 2 years and 9 months.
Last month was our busiest ever September - following on from our busiest ever January, February, March, April, May, June, July and August!
Once again we express our deep-felt gratitude to all the churches, schools,
businesses, organisations, families and individuals who kindly donate food,
toiletries, etc - and to all our volunteers who sort and date-stamp everything,
pack the parcels and deliver them to the clients' homes.

One thankful client wrote after receiving her food parcel: “Hi, just to say
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thank you so much. I really appreciate all that food, there was so much,
I wasn’t expecting that much. But that little book [of Bible quotes and
pictures] you packed and the prayer nearly had me tear up. You do a
great job I'm so grateful, take care.”
Please see our October Food List with the food and non-food items that we
most need this month for clients and family members:
jars of fish paste & meat paste ~ tinned tomatoes ~ children’s chocolate treats ~ tins of chicken & other cooked meat ~ tinned fruit ~
tinned carrots & sweetcorn ~ jars of pasta sauce ~ cartons of long
life whole milk ~ washing tablets ~ toothpaste ~ unisex deodorant.
Please do remember our Chair Trevor Jones and the other Trustees as well
as the Food Hub’s clients and volunteers in your thoughts and prayers.
THANK YOU!
Best wishes, Steve Hunt, Purley Food Hub’

And a specially big thank you to everyone who brought Harvest Gifts along to St.
John’s Harvest Festival celebration and during the week after. Delighted to say
that we were able to take approx. seventeen bags of food and toiletries down to
the Food Hub afterwards, which were very gratefully received. We hope to go
down again during the first week in November and have already collected another
six bags of goods. As you will see from the above, there is an ongoing need so
gifts can be left in the marked box in the church porch or the one outside the front
door of 202 Coulsdon Road. Thank you very much. P & W B
P.S. Paul & Nicy also took a similar amount of goods to Croydon Nightwatch—including tins of soup galore—which was wonderful. Thank you.

That Old?
After Sunday School my granddaughter said thoughtfully:
‘Granddad, were you in the
Ark?’
‘Of course not!’ I replied. ‘Then
why weren’t you drowned?’
James Potter
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November Thoughts
Well here’s another month gone; the COVID situation appears to have worsened,
and we’re all now in Tier 2 with all the associated restrictions. Enid and I are like
many of you I guess, with children and grand-children that we can no longer see,
but are we downhearted – no, because we both have HOPE. Hope for the future,
for our politicians who struggle to make decisions based on information without
precedent, for the “right” result in the American elections, and that following a debate in parliament, a strong dynamic Special Envoy for Freedom of Religion or
Belief, will be appointed to replace Rehman Chishti, and who will implement the
recommendations of the Bishop of Truro’s Report into the persecution of Christians worldwide.
St John’s in the meantime has been functioning well in what has become the
new normal, except for a problem with the projector which failed a couple of
times and caused a break in the livestreaming of services. Luckily, in addition
to his many other talents, our Rector is a bit of a ‘techie’ and with the help of an
electrician was able to isolate the problem down to a dodgy connector in the
HDMI cable from his laptop to the sound-deck. The breakdown was fortunate in
some ways, since when Paul made a temporary fix, a message flashed up that
the projector’s filter needed cleaning; so as this was specialised work – as was
creating a new and safe connection—the installing company came in and completed both jobs at the same time.
With all the recent rain, grass cutting has
come to a standstill, so I want to turn our attention to the weeds growing up round
the base of the church. Some have
got quite large and need to be removed or damage will occur. Is
there anyone who perhaps works
in parks, or for the council, who
could get hold of a powerful weed
-killer that is not available to the
general public? The alternative
will be for us to use Roundup or
SBK, or even a salt solution to deal
with the problem. Any
volunteers please?

Something to cheer the autumn days—these
beautiful mini cyclamen are making a lovely
carpet under the yew tree in the churchyard.

Another ‘opportunity’ to help the church would be to clear the gallery which has
become so cluttered, that items required for the forthcoming ‘Service of Remembering’ could not be reached. Could anyone who has stuff stored up there
please let me know, so that unwanted items can be disposed of
………………….. and talking of which, the church lounge is also becoming a
dumping ground, and I’d like to get rid of a lot of what is there. Principally cupboards from the old kitchen, as our local dump won’t take them at present. I
would mention especially the ones that were over the worktop on the fridge/
kettle side. These are in excellent condition and hadn’t been in that long. They
cost £350 from Wickes, so if anyone would like them for a garage, or play room,
I’d be very happy to let them go in exchange for a donation to church funds.
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Not much else to report just now; I’ve recently started on the book that Paul recommended we read – ‘Phoebe’ by Paula Gooder. I’m only a few chapters in but it
is very good - and if anyone is interested in the dramatisation of bible stories, have
a look at a movie entitled ‘Risen’ which covers the period from Jesus’ death and
resurrection to His ascension – brilliantly done in my opinion.
Tony Tucker Churchwarden

How we came to wear poppies on Remembrance Sunday
Moina Michael lived in Georgia, in the USA. She was aged 45 when the First
World War broke out in 1914. She was a professor of literature at the state university. As she watched injured soldiers arrive home she left her job and volunteered for the YMCA, helping young men in their recovery. She was very moved
by a poem she read by John McRae, the Canadian war poet:
In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row ...
We are those who died. Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved and were loved, and now we lie
In Flanders fields.
After the war she read it at a conference at which she was the speaker, and
vowed always to wear a red silk poppy to remember the young people who had
died. Members of the audience asked her if they could do so as well. She had
been given a ten dollar gift at the conference, so she went out to buy some. What
she found instead was a bouquet of paper poppies, which she took apart and distributed.
It gave her the idea for a campaign, and she wrote hundreds of letters. The sale
of poppies to raise funds for the rehabilitation of injured veterans spread as a popular idea. In 1920, one hundred years ago this year, it was adopted by the National American Legion. Two years later the Royal British Legion in the UK did the
same, with disabled British soldiers making the paper poppies.
Moina Michael grew very famous, was given many awards, and featured on a
postage stamp. When she died in 1944 her will revealed her to be penniless, having given everything away.

Hen Update!

Plasters on Site - Safe and Secure!
How good would you be at putting plasters on a hen’s
foot? It is the hardest thing. You see Nutmeg somehow
managed to hurt her back toe - if that is what you call it!
And like our fingers, it bled an awful lot. I’d picked her up
and as I let her go to fly down I saw blood on my anorak.
So I had to catch her all over again. Everyone went into
emergency action. We rushed around finding hot water
to wash the dirt and cotton pads to stem the bleeding.
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We’ve only had these four Rescue Hens five
weeks so I’d never inspected Nutmeg’s foot before. It was scaly, dinosaur-like and strangely
warm. As I washed away the dirt with warm water her toes began to relax and curl up. We put a
fabric plaster over her toe [pic] and put her in her
own medical wing - a pen on a newly laid patch
of patio with a deep bed of straw. Then I rushed
round to the Vets 2 mins away and asked the
nurse if it was alright to use Savlon - which the
vet said was fine! What a lot of effort - then I got
back to find Nutmeg had turned over all the water
pots in her new pen, making the bedding and her
foot wet. The toe began to bleed all over again
so we had to put on yet another plaster!
We eventually built her a special cosy shelter and deep straw in the main run so
she could still be with the other hens. They’re all really comfortable now - they’ve
room to fly, room for dust baths so they can flick earth all over the place, and corn
and apples for treats. The shelter will keep all four of them warm in winter snow.
You may think caring for hens like this is a bit over the top, but in having a capacity to care, we become proficient at it!
After my efforts to build a shelter out of bits and pieces, this
picture of a snow laden tent
resonated with me. I read
about Syrian refugee families
facing living like this through
winter - and with Covid.
They’re being cared for by The
UN Refugee Agency. When
we care it means we recognise
care as essential for protecting
all humanity. Bishop Jonathan
chairs The Churches’ Refugee
Network who say, ‘Caring has
at its heart the recognition of the face of Jesus in those who are oppressed, ignored, and dehumanised in the world’s eyes.’
In sharing Nutmeg’s story, God uses even hens to show His heart! Nutmeg’s story is about essential care: plasters, warm bedding, medical attention 2 mins
away, a warm protective shelter, and lots and lots of treats and good food. Let
Nutmeg’s story of her bleeding toe be a story to tell, then go on to share about
the snow laden tent and how care is essential for protecting all humanity.
Sue - Reverend Sue Thomas

THE DEADLINE for items for the DecemberJanuary edition of the parish magazine is Sunday, 15 November – by email: wendy.burton@coulsdon.net.
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Thank you.

LOCKDOWN CRAFTS
The Porridge Pot, like all fundraising charities, is suffering due to Covid 19. We
were unable to hold our Summer Garden
Party and the current restrictions mean
that the Christmas Charity Day cannot
proceed..
The Porridge Pot helps to provide the children in the Acholi School in Kasese,
Uganda with a daily bowl of porridge. A
team from St. John’s went out to Kasese
in 2008 and Trevor and I have returned twice more and as a result set up “The
Porridge Pot”. We are able to get the funds safely to Alphonse, a Baptist pastor,
who runs the school, via Emmanuel International. Fortunately we have sufficient
funds at the moment to be able to continue our regular giving but these need replenishing. We had an idea as to how we may raise some funds.
During Lockdown myself and a couple of friends have been creative. Our idea is
that we sell some of our hand-crafted gifts as Christmas or Birthday presents
through the parish magazine and the Church website. When purchased they can
either be picked up from our porch or dropped off to you. If they are kept in their
bags for 72 hours they will be Covid-safe. Apart from supporting the Porridge
Pot we are hoping that the service might ease the worry some may have of going
shopping to buy presents during these unprecedented times..
Here and overleaf is a selection off items available with prices. Hand Painted
glass is still available (e.g. Vases, candle holders, Pint glasses and wine glasses)
and can be made to order. Everyday greeting cards are also available and can
be personalised.
Apart from the money raised we have missed these events as they have always
provided a chance to meet, eat and socialise together. We long for the day that
we can open up our garden and home and welcome you all back.
Please stay safe and keep well
Sandra and Trevor Meadowcroft. [ 07789 991279 or at tcm123@hotmail.com ]
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THE PARISH CHURCH OF OLD COULSDON
CLERGY

READER:
WARDENS
TREASURER

The Rector, Rev. Paul Roberts,
The Rectory, Coulsdon Road, Old Coulsdon
(not available on Mondays)
The Rev. Sue Thomas
(available Thursdays & Sundays)
Christine McCutchion

01737 552152
020 8406 9300
01737 553681

Tony Tucker
Anne Dyer

01737 555590
01737 555296

Lynn Howell

01737 551652

PARISH OFFICE: Monday-Friday 9.30 a.m. - 12 noon
Email stjohns@coulsdon.net Phone: 01737 552461
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We are grateful to all those who support St. John’s by placing their advertisements in this magazine. If you would
like to advertise your company or services here please contact the Parish Office at stjohns@coulsdon.net or call 01737
552461.
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WELCOME TO OASIS BYRON PART OF THE OASIS COULSDON HUB
ON THE OASIS ACADEMY BYRON SITE WE OFFER THE COMPLETE PACKAGE OF HIGH QUALITY
EDUCATION AND CHILDCARE IN A FULLY INCLUSIVE AND WELCOMING ENVIRONMENT
FOR FAMILIES FROM PREGNANCY TO 11 YEARS
BYRON CHILDREN’S CENTRE HAS A WIDE RANGE OF HEALTH AND EARLY YEARS ACTIVITES FOR EXPECTANT MOTHERS AND FAMILIES WITH
UNDER 5’S
THE MULBERRY BUSH OFFERS HIGH QUALITY CHILDCARE FOR CHILDREN AGED 2 – 11 INCLUDING FREE SESSIONS FOR 2 -4 YEAR OLDS
8.00-6.00
48 WEEKS A YEAR
OASIS ACADEMY BYRON OFFERS PRIMARY EDUCTION FOR CHILDREN FROM RECEPTION TO YEAR 6 ON A FANATASTIC GREEN AND SECURE
SITE
PLEASE LOOK AT THE WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION OR CALL THE NUMBERS TO ARRANGE A VISIT

Graded ‘Outstanding in all areas’ by Ofsted—Oct. 2018
www.oasisacademybyron.org
Oasis Academy Byron 020 8668 4877

Byron Children’s Centre 020 8763 6285
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Mulberry Bush 020 8660 4180

1 Norfolk House, Wellesley Road, Croydon, CR0 1LH
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