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   1—THE THIRD SUNDAY of EASTER 
      8.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 
     9.30 a.m.  Parish Communion, in Church  (and live-streamed  
          on Facebook/through church website) 
    11.30 a.m.  Baptism Service, in Church 
   3—Tuesday 
     9.45 a.m.  Holy Communion, MU, in Church 
   4—Wednesday 
     7.00 p.m.  Life Group, in the Old Church 
   5—Thursday 
    11.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 
    7—Saturday 
    10.00 a.m.  Baptism Preparation, in the Church 
     10.00 a.m.  Gardening Morning in Garden of Remembrance  (to 12.00) 
      
   8—THE FOURTH SUNDAY of EASTER 
      9.30 a.m.  Parish Communion, in Church  (and live-     
       streamed on Facebook/through church website) 
    11.15 a.m.  Family Service, in Church 
  12—Thursday 
    11.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 
 

  15—THE FIFTH SUNDAY of EASTER 
    8.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 
    9.30 a.m.  Worship Together, in Church 
       11.00 a.m..  Baptism Service, in Church 
    1.30 p.m.  Wedding:  Lewis Shaw & Adele Taylor      
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  17—Tuesday 
     9.45 for 10.00 a.m. Pram Service for Babies, Toddlers & Pre- 
           schoolers, In Church 
  18—Wednesday 
     7.00 p.m.  Life Group, in the Church 
  19—Thursday 
    11.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 
    

  22—THE SIXTH SUNDAY of EASTER 
      9.30 a.m.  Parish Communion, in Church  (and live-streamed    
          on Facebook/ through church website) 
    11.00 a.m.  ‘Party on the Path’, in the churchyard 
    11.15 a.m.   NO Family Service 
    12.30 p.m.  Coulsdon Churches Open-Air Service, on green by church 
  25—Wednesday 
     2.00 p.m.  Pray, Knit & Chat, in the Church 
 
  26—Thursday ASCENSION DAY 
    11.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church   

 
  29—THE SEVENTH SUNDAY of EASTER 
      9.30 a.m.  Parish Communion, in Church  (and live-streamed    
          on Facebook/ through church website) 
      followed by Annual Parochial Church Meeting, in Church 
 
 
         
  
   1—Wednesday 
     7.00 p.m.  Life Group, in the Old Church 
   2—Thursday 
    11.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 
   4—Saturday 
    10.00 a.m.  Gardening Morning in Garden of Remembrance  (to 12.00) 
    12.00 noon  Platinum Jubilee ‘Giant Picnic’, Grange Park 
    

   5—PENTECOST 
     8.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 

    11.00 a.m. Open-Air Communion, Rectory Garden 
       followed by Picnic Lunch  (bring your own) 
     2.00 p.m. Cream Teas all afternoon 
 
 
  

YOU CAN STILL JOIN US ONLINE FOR SOME SERVICES 
 

You can follow the Parish Communion services, etc. online live as they’re 
streamed from the Church on Facebook via our website at 

www.stjohns.coulsdon.net    Contact the Parish Office on 01737  
552461 or at stjohns@coulsdon.net  if you need any help with this.     
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Dear Friends 
 
A group of us from the church were at Spring Harvest recently, along with thou-
sands of other Christians at Butlin’s in Minehead.  It was great to worship God 
together, to learn together and to enjoy one another’s company after two years’ 
absence because of the pandemic.  The theme of the week was ‘Restore, Re-
new, Rebuild’.  We learnt from the Book of Nehemiah, in the bible, about how 
the walls of Jerusalem were rebuilt after the Jews returned from exile in Baby-
lon, and how God renewed and restored them.  And how he is still doing that to-
day – restoring, renewing and rebuilding the church after the pandemic; restor-
ing, renewing and rebuilding people. 
 
There is much to look forward to this month, and much to pray about: by the 
time you read this we hope to have appointed a new headteacher at Coulsdon 
C of E School – please pray for the interviews on 5

th
 and 6

th
 May.     

 
On Sunday 22

nd
 May at 12 noon we will be joining 

with our brothers and sisters from all the churches 
in Coulsdon on the green outside the churchyard 
for a united service and a signing of the covenant 
between the churches.  We haven’t met together 
for more than two years and so this will be a very 
special time.  Bring a picnic and enjoy meeting 
friends from the local churches.  Before that – from 
about 11.00 a.m. – we will be organising a ‘party 
on the path’ – an activity along the church path 
that will help us engage with the persecuted 
church – standing with those who have no voice.  
There will be NO FAMILY SERVICE that day, but 

our ‘party on the path’ and the united service will be very suitable for families 
and children to join. 
 
Looking further ahead, we celebrate Ascension Day on Thursday 26

th
 May, and 

the following 9 days up to Pentecost will be days of prayer for ‘Thy Kingdom 
Come’, when we pray for God’s kingdom to come ‘on earth as it is in heaven.’   
 
Pentecost falls on June 5

th
 during the Platinum Jubilee weekend.  On Saturday 

4
th
 there will be a big ‘Picnic in the Park’ from 12 noon – an event in Grange 
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 Park during which there will be music and entertainment, games and food, and 
the ‘Queen Lookalike Competition’ that I am helping to organise, together with 
Pastor Malcolm Newman.  It will be a great way to celebrate the Platinum Jubi-
lee of Her Majesty the Queen, and something to bring the communi-
ty together. 
 

On Sunday 5
th
, Pentecost, we will have an 

open air service in the rectory garden at 11.00 
a.m. followed by a picnic.  In the afternoon, re-
membering that the Queen is the President of 
Mother’s Union, our MU group will be serving 
cream teas.  

 
‘You have made known to me the path of life; 
you will fill me with joy in your presence, with eternal pleas-
ures at your right hand’ (Psalm 16:11). 
 
With all good wishes 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

After a busy Easter, when it lifted the spirits to see 
so many putting residual Covid fears aside and 
filling the church on Easter Day, April has been 

fairly quiet—but much planning has been taking shape 
behind the scenes for two important events in May and the Ju-

bilee and Pentecost weekend celebrations at the beginning of June.   
 
A LITTLE HELP IN THE ‘GARDEN’ WOULD BE LOVELY! 

 
A very small group of people has taken the care 
of the Garden of Remembrance in the church-
yard under their wing in an effort to keep this 
lovely tranquil place neat, tidy and attractive.  It 
is a popular place for a little peace and quiet 
and people can often be seen sitting there.  But 
‘the few’ who work there regularly on the first 
Saturday of each month—Sat. 7

th
 May this 

month and 4
th

 June next month - would be 
very grateful for a few others to help them.  

Good useful exercise in the fresh air and most of all good com-
pany.  Do as little or as much as you’re able, for as long or short a time as you 
can offer.  Bring your own secateurs etc., if you can, plus a flask.  Biscuits will 
be provided!  Call Gill on 01737 553596 if you’d like to know more - or just 
come along. 
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‘PARTY ON THE PATH’, OPEN AIR SERVICE & PICNIC 
Sunday 22

nd
 May 

Bring a Picnic with you to round off a very interesting morning!  
Following our 9.30 service on the 22

nd
 May we will be holding a 'Party on the 

Path' - an activity session (a bit like Messy Church, but for adults as well as 
children) which will help us engage 
with the perse-
cuted church.  
Come and stand 
with those who 
have no voice 
and find out more 
about issues of 
Freedom of Reli-

gion and Belief (FoRB).  There will be no Family Service that 
day as we would like the whole church to take part in this ac-
tivity session to help us learn more about Christians world-
wide who do not have the freedom to openly express their 
belief or worship as we have. 
 
AND THEN STAY FOR … Churches Together in Coulsdon’s (CTC) joint 
open-air service on the green beside St. John's Church the same day, coming 
together at 12.00 to begin at 12:30 p.m, with contributions by members of 
Coulsdon's Churches.  During the service, we will be renewing the covenant by 
which all member churches agree to abide through commitment to prayer and 
action to further the cause of Christian unity, and we are also formally welcom-
ing in two new members: Chipstead Valley Tabernacle and St Mary & St 
Shenouda Coptic Church.  This will be a family event, so why not bring a picnic 
to enjoy afterwards.  If the weather is unkind, we will meet in St John's instead.  

 
SUNDAY 29

th
 MAY—ANNUAL PARISH CHURCH MEETING 

… will take place on Sunday, 29
th

 May.  There will be a short Parish Com-
munion service – at 9.30 a.m.   This will be followed by coffee and the Meetings 
will start soon after 10.30 a.m. – the first being The Annual Meeting of Parish-
ioners to elect Churchwardens (formerly known as The Vestry Meeting) and 
then the Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) when we will receive reports 
of many of the happenings – events, groups, financial 
situation, fundraising, progress of church repairs, etc. 
– during 2021.   
 
You’ll also get to hear what is being planned for the 
rest of this year and into the future.  And if you’re on 
the Electoral Roll you can help to elect new members 
to the Church Council (PCC) and the Deanery Synod.      
The PCC’s role is to make sure that the mission of the 
church is being effective (in its work with children, fam-
ilies, young people, in adult nurture, worship and outreach, etc.) and that all the 
resources are in place to enable that to happen.  We meet 6 times a year.  The 
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Deanery Synod acts as a vital link between peo-
ple in the parishes in Coulsdon, Purley, Kenley 
and Sanderstead (through their PCCs), the dio-
cese (diocesan synod) and the Church of Eng-
land nationally (General Synod).  Please think 
prayerfully as to whether you would like to 
stand for the PCC or to represent St. John’s on 
the Deanery Synod.  It is always good to have 
a broad representation of the church that reflects all 
our different congregations.  Nomination forms for the vacancies will be 
on the Information Desk in Church.   
   
This is definitely a meeting not to be missed.  We all need each other’s support 
and your church definitely needs you.  And there’s also an opportunity to have 
your say!     
 

 
 

 

JUBILEE WEEKEND in OLD COULSDON 
 

Saturday 4
th

 June 
‘GIANT PICNIC in the PARK’ 

 
On Saturday 4

th
 June there will be a large celebration of 

Her Majesty's unique 70 year reign on Grange Park from 
12noon onwards.  
St John's bells will ring at 12 noon after the National An-
them, and there will be a Jazz Band, Children's Entertainer, 
Face Painting, Food and much more including a ‘Queen 
Lookalike’ competition which is being organised by Paul 
Roberts and Malcolm Newman.  
It will be a really enjoyable and fitting way of celebrating the 
Jubilee, so please bring your rug or chairs and join in this Giant Picnic.  (See 
advert further on) 

 
Sunday 5

th
 June 

OPEN AIR SERVICE, PICNIC & CREAM TEAS! 
 

On Sunday 5
th
 June we will be celebrating Pentecost—the Church's 'birthday' - 

with an open-air service in the Rectory garden at 11.00 a.m.  This will be for all ag-
es (0-100+}  Bring a picnic lunch and something to sit on … 
and stay for cream teas served by the Mothers' Union, whose 
President is Her Majesty the Queen.  The teas will be availa-
ble all afternoon from 2.00 p.m.  Come for as much or as lit-
tle of the day as you’re able—and if you can’t make it in the 
morning be sure to drop in for a delicious cream tea or some 
tea & homemade cake in the afternoon.. 
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CHRISTIAN AID SOUP LUNCH—Saturday 14
th 

May 
 

The Fellowship at the Congregational Church warmly invites our 
friends at St. John’s to our annual ‘Soup & Bread’ lunch in aid of 
Christian Aid. This year we’re holding it in the Cameron Hall on 

Saturday 14 May from 12.00 noon—1.30 p.m..   
All donations on the day to Christian Aid.  Come and join us for a 
simple lunch, share fellowship and help Christian Aid in their work  

around the world.       Rev. Malcolm Newman, Minister 
 

 

 

Rev’d Sue Thomas writes… 
  

Travel and trips… 
 
Switzerland 
 
Well, following my last arti-
cle ‘Departures’, I so en-
joyed my trip to Switzer-
land with my son Andrew.  
Here is Lake Lucerne tak-
en from the Medieval 
bridge.   
We were based in Zurich, 
but travelled by train north 
to south over 4 days, visit-
ing 4 lakes and two sets of mountain ranges.  Beautiful, spectacular scenery was 
everywhere.  Here is Mount Pilatus and a view of the Alps.   
 

 
Not only did we ‘speak’ French in a cafe, but ‘Italian’ in a Swiss Italian restaurant 
on Lake Lugano very near these gardens.  The trains were a delight to travel on 
using an App, so no ticket barriers to negotiate!  Any worries of Covid were un-
founded and it felt less restricted than travelling into London on a train.  Because I 
returned mid-afternoon on a Wednesday, my flight was less than full, we took off 



 
on time and my journey 
home by myself was sim-
ple. 
 
My husband and I plan to 
revisit here in September.  
I’d love to explore more of 
these gardens. 
 

 

 
Spring Harvest - Minehead 
 
Another trip!  I can’t believe 
that after these last few 
years I’m able to say that.  
16 of us came back from 
Spring Harvest last week 
(the week after Easter), 
buzzing and full of it all.  
2000 of us worshipped in 
the new ‘Studio 36’ and re-
ally delighted in this re-
newed joy of being back together for the first time since the pandemic.   
We have already reserved accommodation for next year and I do highly recom-
mend you joining us.  Speak to me if you’d like to see more photos!   

 
Some of us enjoyed ‘The Big Start’ for young 
people at 9am exploring Nehemiah and the 
Wall of Wreckage.  We all met up for the main 
celebrations at 10am of which there were two 
to choose from this year.  
 
It was a time of refreshment and joy not only 
in each other’s company, but in God’s compa-
ny.  We had great Bible teaching with the 
theme of Nehemiah running throughout the 

whole programme, no matter what  
event you attended.  I went to Open 
Doors for three sessions to hear about 
current issues and what it is like for peo-
ple who hide their faith to feel ‘Restored, 
Renewed, and Rebuilt’, the Spring Har-
vest theme for 2022.   
 
Looking forward to 2023 at Minehead 
and I hope you can come too. 
 
Sue 

10 



  

 

11 

 
SNAPSHOTS .. 

..  
of the joyful church that 
greeted us on Easter 
morning with many 

thanks to Janice, Jill, 
Christine … and the 

children of 
Coulsdon CofE 

School!. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
REVISION OF CHURCH ELECTORAL ROLL – 2022 

 
The revision of the Electoral Roll for The Parish of St. John’s, Coulsdon, will 
take place between Wednesday 27

th
 April and Wednesday 11

th
 May 

2022 inclusive.  Forms of application for enrolment or amendment can be 
found on the Information Desk in Church and when completed should be 
placed in the marked box there no later than 11

th
 May 2022 after which no 

further changes can be made until after the Annual Parish Church Meeting 
on Sunday 29

th
 May.  If your name is already on the Roll you do not 

need to complete a form. 



MOTHERS' UNION - Transformation - Now! - our theme for 2022 
  
MAY focus:  Peace and Safety  
Mothers' Union is a Christian organisation that has been supporting 
families worldwide for over 140 years.  Started by our founder Mary 
Sumner in 1876 in her local parish, we have grown into an interna-
tional charity with over 4 million members in 84 countries.  We 
demonstrate our faith in action.  This happens as we work towards 
stopping poverty, stopping inequality, and stopping injustice.  Our mem-
bers work at grassroots level around the world—and bring hope and practical 
support to millions of people every year through parenting, literacy and community 
development programmes. 
 

Our prayer is that we can: 
Transform ourselves, personally and spiritually, to live out our faith 
Transform the churches and communities we work with, and of which we 
      are a part, to reflect Christ's kingdom 
Transform Mothers' Union to be relevant for 21st century life. 
"For with God nothing shall be impossible" - Luke 1:37 

 

BRANCH DATES: 
 
Tuesday 3 May: 9.45am  Corporate Holy Communion in Church,  
    followed by Refreshments 
 
SATURDAY 7 MAY: Annual Festival Service at Southwark Cathedral at   
 11.30am - a celebration of the work of Mothers' Union  
 throughout the Diocese and an opportunity for mem 
 bers from all quarters to meet together in worship and  
 fellowship. 
                       
Wednesday 25 May:   2.00pm   Pray, Knit & Chat in Church - do join us! 
 
**SUNDAY 5 JUNE - CREAM TEAS IN RECTORY GARDEN as part of the       
 Platinum Jubilee celebrations for Her Majesty The 
 Queen, who is also the Patron of Mothers' Union 
 Worldwide.  Please put the date in your diary—and if 
 you could offer to help or provide scones or cakes 
 please let me know. 
 
FAITH IN ACTION - this month we hear about a project in Uganda, Kenya and 
Southern Africa - 
 
Combatting violence against women across provinces 

 
The Dioceses of Uganda, Kenya and Southern Africa 
each have their own difficulties in combatting Gender-
Based Violence (GBV).  MU is planning a two-year 
project, working within the Church and rural commu-
nities to train individuals to spot the signs of abuse 
and challenge harmful social norms which enable vio-
lence against women. 
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This project will support over 9,000 individuals, rais-
ing their awareness and reducing GBV in communi-
ties,  MU also hopes to support survivors of GBV by 
providing safe spaces for them to talk about their 
trauma with others.  In order to maximise the pro-
ject's impact, perpetrators of GBV will be included in 
discussions, in order for them to realise the lasting 
and damaging impacts their actions can have on indi-
viduals and can potentially hold back entire commu-
nities.  We pray for increased knowledge, training 
and opportunities for women.  
"A bruised reed he will not break, and a smoul-
dering wick he will not snuff out.  In faithfulness 
he will bring forth justice..." Isaiah 42:3 
 
Our monthly prayer: 
We draw near to the God of peace with thanks for our reconciliation, through the 
work of the cross.  We offer ourselves as peacemakers in a world that cries out to 
live in peace and safety.  Amen                                                         Nicy 
 
 
 
 

OPEN DAY  
at  

OLD COULSDON CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
 

OCC is holding a public ’Open Day’ from 10 
a.m.-4 p.m. on Saturday 28 May.  It’s an op-
portunity to find out more about the history of 
the Church and the development of Old 
Coulsdon.  There will be a café serving free re-
freshments all day in the Cameron Hall, an ar-
chive ’museum’ in the Heath Room and guided 
tours of the Church and its history at 11 a.m. 
and 2 p.m.  Next year will be the Platinum An-
niversary of the founding of Old Coulsdon con-
gregational in 1953.  Leading up to this we 

wanted to extend a welcome to the community and especially to our friends at St. 
John’s and St. Mary’s to our Open Day this year and to share the journey with 
you.  Everyone is warmly welcome.             Rev. Malcolm Newman, Minister  

 
 
 
 
 
 

MONEY-SAVING IDEA?   If you use compostable food caddy liners 
you may know already, but I’ve just discovered that you can get a pack of 

100 from Bradmore Green Library (open Tuesdays & Fridays) (and all 
Croydon libraries) for just £5.99—a saving on supermarket prices! 
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PRAM SERVICE ~ So much fun waiting for the little ones! 
 
This is a time of praise and fun on the third 
Tuesday of each month specially for babies, 
toddlers and pre-schoolers and their mums, 
dads, grandparents or whoever is with them on 
a Tuesday morning.  This month we’d love to 

welcome you on Tuesday17 May at 9.45 for 
a 10.00 a.m. start in the Church—for popular 
rhymes (chosen by the little ones), action cho-
ruses, an interactive story, activity, birthday cel-
ebrations and musical instruments – and stay 
for refreshments afterwards while we chat and 
play.   We’d love to see you and your little one
(s) – come on your own or bring a friend—and 

in case you’re worried, no baby or toddler is too noisy or active for Pram Service.    
If you’d like to find out more first call me in the Parish Office on 01737 552461 or 
email at stjohns@coulsdon.net.    Wendy B. 

 
 
A CHURCHWARDEN’S NOTES 
 
Another month and another theme as we look at the world around us, and give 
thanks for the lives we live here in peaceful Old Coulsdon. 

 
 

 
Here I am on my birthday with our daughter Jo, son 
Chris and the bike I talked about last month, and 
which has kept me off the streets and out of the pub 
for the last few weeks – and I’m now about to start 
on another! 
 
 
But before doing so, and having been well and truly 
reeled in by Rev. Paul’s April Fool’s Day message 
about the Saxon burial site, I thought I’d have a 
quick check on what the Domesday Book actually 
had to say about us in 1086. 

Here is a copy of 
the entry, and hav-
ing seen one of the 
original copies of 
the Magna Carta in 
Salisbury Cathe-
dral, I guess this 
has been written in 
truncated ecclesiastical Latin (!) and it tells us that the land belonged to the ab-

15 



 

16 

bey of St Peter, Chertsey, and comprised:  
Households: 10 villagers. 4 cottagers 
Ploughland:   10 ploughlands. 1 lord’s plough teams. 6 men’s plough teams 
Other resources:  Woodland 3 swine render 
Valuation:  Annual value to lord: 7 pounds in 1086  

and what did all this mean eleven centuries ago?  Please see the end.   
 
But enough of this rambling - since last writing we have managed to keep busy at 
church with Tony Evans coming in to fix a couple of cupboard doors in Wendy’s 
office, and the latch on the door between the main church and the kitchen corri-
dor.  He also popped in to the Parish Hall for us as there was a bit of a problem 
with latches on doors there too, and a toilet door lock that had been broken 
again!  Tony is an all-around good guy, and well worth a call for odd jobs around 
the home – let me know if you’d like his number.  
 
Looking to the spire repair project Gill, Ralph and I had a visit by a gentleman 
from the Diocesan Advisory Committee who was very interested in our Grade 1 
Listed church from the viewpoint of an architectural historian, and he also provid-
ed us with some helpful advice on grant aid funding for the spire repair costs.  
We are now working on what is called “A case for support” which will accompany 
our grant aid applications for restoration of the spire; and whilst researching 
some of the background to our church and the village of Old Coulsdon, I came 
across this little snippet in the British History Online website.  

The Earl of Radnor and his son sold the Coulsdon Court estate in 
1782 to Thomas Byron.  Interestingly a rabbit warren belonging to 
Coulsdon Manor is mentioned in earlier documents signed by 
Queen Mary that grant a lease of the 'game of coneys' in the parish 
of Coulsdon.  The warren was on Hartley Down, and covered 77 
acres and produced twenty dozen of rabbits yearly when it was 
broken up in 1760.  

In more modern parlance this could be said to be a nice little earner, and since 
my wife Enid’s allotment sits on part of the site, perhaps I should get down there 
more often and see if we could bolster St John’s finances a little – but unlikely 
with all the foxes that have made the site their home! 

 
The quinquennial electrical safety check of the  

church has been undertaken, and come out fairly 
‘clean’ with just a very small number of minor issues 

which will be corrected.  One matter of concern how-
ever, was the condition of the MICC (pyro) cables  

that can be seen emerging from the floor of the Old 
Church on either side of the Chancel step.  Bearing 

in mind that it has been in place since the New 
Church was built in 1959, some deterioration is to be 
expected, but nonetheless it is of concern and will be  

investigated as a separate job by the electricians. 
 
Saturday 26

th
 March saw a very lively social event 

with our first quiz since the lockdown/s, and a great 
evening was had by us all with questions from Trevor 
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and Sandra Meadowcroft – 
easier than some we’ve had 
in the distant past, but clear-
ly too difficult for our team 
“All the Angels” who finished 
around mid-table. 
 

There were twelve tables of 
‘quizzers’, a raffle on behalf 
of the Porridge Pot charity, 
and a first rate sausage and 
chips supper provided, at a 
heavily discounted rate, by 
Danny’s Fish & Chips on 
the Parade.   
At the time of writing I don’t 
have the final figures, but 
the evening clearly made a healthy contribution towards church funds, and we owe 
big thanks to Carole Caddick and her team – including Wendy - who ensured eve-
rything went smoothly. 

 
Sunday morning dawned, and walking in to church for Mothering Sunday we were 
delighted by the sight of newly mown grass alongside the path.  I don’t yet know 
who was responsible, but we are so grateful – there’s a lot to do – and as someone 
once said “every little helps”!  We’ve since found out that our man of mystery on 
the mower was Abe Williams, who also did a great job on April Fool’s Day – thanks 
Abe.  The following day – being the first Saturday in the month saw the gardening 
team assembled.  Freezing but bright and sunny conditions enabled us to enjoy a 
good morning’s work.  John Alger mowed all-round the back of the church, Gill 
cleared the weeds growing out of the brick surround to Wendy’s office, whilst I 
treated some of the hedges to a ‘haircut’.  As the evenings get lighter we are hope-
ful of more help from the Beavers, and the Scouts, who have offered support, so 
we must draw up some job sheets – thanks very much to their respective leaders. 
 

Whilst mowing the Garden of Remembrance last 
week I met a young lady with two little girls who 

appeared interested in the church, and on speak-
ing to her found out that she had recently arrived 
in the UK from Lithuania.  I was able to show her 
round the church, but she said she was unlikely 
to join our congregation as she worshipped un-

der the banner of the Russian Orthodox Church.  
Still – little seeds sometimes grow into vigorous 

plants – we may see her again. 
 
Into Holy Week now with a lovely Palm Sunday 
service, Maundy Thursday, and the Walk of Wit-
ness on Good Friday.  Having missed two years it 
was lovely to see such a good turn-out at St Ai-
dan’s, in gorgeous Spring sunshine, and we all 
walked from there to the green outside the Meth-
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odist church close to the Coulsdon flyover for a continuation of the service start-
ed in the Catholic church, and a couple more hymns (with no music) but some fi-
ne voices.  

Pictures by Nikhil Sherine Thampi 
(can be seen in the first pic overleaf carrying Joanne) 

 
On Easter Sunday Churches Together in Coulsdon will be meeting on the 
Downs, and as has been our experience in the past there is usually a good num-
ber of hardy souls from St John’s who join the Sunrise Service at 6:00am.  In all 
the years that Enid and I have attended I think we’ve only watched the actual 
sunrise twice, but today it was the most awesome in our memory, and we were 
able to celebrate the risen Christ in all the glory that it is His to give.  On one side 
of the valley a beautiful full moon, and on the other this:- 
 

Let us give thanks again once again for the lives we are so fortunate to live, free 
from bombs, missiles and fear.  Let us pray again for all those suffering in  



Ukraine, Yemen, and countries where to follow Christ can lead to persecution or 
even death.                        Enjoy your Easter and God bless us all.   Tony 
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Villagers = Villagers in the narrow sense formed the largest group  
    among the peasantry, over 40% of the recorded  
    population 
Cottagers = Cottagers usually owned about five acres of land and 
    might have a share in a village plough team 
Ploughland = the amount of land which could be ploughed by an eight-
    oxen plough team in the course of the year. 
Woodland swine render = I haven’t found a definition of this term, but  
    it is to do with the production of lard – used in cooking 
    – from rendering down the fat of pigs 

https://www.domesdaybook.net/domesday-book/data-terminology/manors/ploughs


NEWS from PURLEY FOOD HUB 
  
‘As the result of everyone’s generous donations in April, we 
were able to deliver food for 2,556 meals for 284 clients and 
family members facing hardship in Purley, South Croydon, 
Coulsdon and Waddon.  It was our second busiest April 
since the Food Hub started in 2013, and took us past 13,500 meals provided in 
the first four months of the year. 
  
‘During the month we continued to direct some of our longer-term clients on to 
Purley and St Francis Food Stops as their situations improved.  There, clients are 
able to select £20-plus of fresh, chilled and frozen food for £3.50 a week. 
  
In our letters detailing this to the ticket partners who have referred the clients to 
us, we remind them that having provided four or more weekly/fortnightly food 
parcels, we are an emergency food bank working at capacity with high demand. 
We give them full details of their client’s nearest Food Stop(s), together with how 
to check that the client is receiving all the benefits they are entitled to and other 
places they can go for free/discounted food. 

 
If you would like to help our neighbours who are going through difficult 
times there is a wooden box just inside St. John’s church door where 
any of the following items, which have particularly been requested, 
may be left.  Sylvia & Graham will kindly take them to the Hub: 
 
500g Packets of Breakfast Cereal ~ 500g Bags of Sugar ~ Cartons 
of Long Life Whole Milk (for clients’ children)  ~ Small Jars of 
Honey  ~ Jars of Baby Food 10 Months+ ~ Microwavable Meals 
for Toddlers ~ Small Tins of Meat - Ham, Chicken ~ Tins of Peas & 
Carrots ~ Tinned Dessert Rice Pudding ~ Unisex Deodorant ~ 
Adults’ & Children’s Toothpaste ~ Washing Powder Tablets     
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CHURCH OF OLD COULSDON   
CLERGY  The Rector,  Rev. Paul Roberts, 
      The Rectory, Coulsdon Road, Old Coulsdon     01737  552152 
             (not available on Mondays)  
      The Rev. Sue Thomas       020 8406 9300 
     (available Thursdays & Sundays) READER: 
   Christine McCutchion       01737  553681 
WARDENS 
   Tony Tucker         01737  555590 
   Gill Thaxter         01737  553596 
TREASURER 
   Lynn Howell         01737  551652 
 
PARISH OFFICE:  Monday-Friday   9.30 a.m. - 12 noon  
                          Email     stjohns@coulsdon.net     Phone:  01737 552461 

ST. SWITHUN’S CHURCH PLANT SALE—  Sunday 15 May — 9.30-12.00  
St. Swithun’s  Church Hall, Grovelands Road, Purley, CR8 4LB 



 
 
 

We are grateful to all those who support St. John’s by plac-
ing their advertisements in this magazine.   If you would 
like to advertise your company or services here please con-
tact the Parish Office at stjohns@coulsdon.net or call 01737 
552461. 
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www.oasisacademybyron.org

Oasis Academy Byron 020 8668 4877     Byron Children’s Centre 020 8763 6285     Mulberry Bush 020 8660 4180

WELCOME TO OASIS BYRON PART OF THE OASIS COULSDON HUB

ON THE OASIS ACADEMY BYRON SITE WE OFFER THE COMPLETE PACKAGE OF HIGH QUALITY  

EDUCATION AND CHILDCARE IN A FULLY INCLUSIVE AND WELCOMING ENVIRONMENT

FOR FAMILIES FROM PREGNANCY TO 11 YEARS
BYRON CHILDREN’S CENTRE HAS A WIDE RANGE OF HEALTH AND EARLY YEARS ACTIVITES FOR EXPECTANT MOTHERS AND FAMILIES WITH 

UNDER 5’S
THE MULBERRY BUSH OFFERS HIGH QUALITY CHILDCARE FOR CHILDREN AGED 2 – 11 INCLUDING FREE SESSIONS FOR 2 -4 YEAR OLDS 

8.00-6.00               48 WEEKS A YEAR

OASIS ACADEMY BYRON OFFERS PRIMARY EDUCTION FOR CHILDREN FROM RECEPTION TO YEAR 6 ON A FANATASTIC GREEN AND SECURE 
SITE

PLEASE LOOK AT THE WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION OR CALL THE NUMBERS TO ARRANGE A VISIT 

Graded ‘Outstanding in all areas’ by Ofsted—Oct. 2018 
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1 Norfolk House, Wellesley Road, Croydon, CR0 1LH 

 



 


