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   2—FIFTH SUNDAY of EASTER 
      9.30 a.m.  Parish Communion, in Church  (and live-streamed  
          on Facebook/through church website) 
   6—Thursday 
    11.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 
     

   9—SIXTH SUNDAY of EASTER 
      9.30 a.m.  Parish Communion, in Church  (and live-streamed  
          on Facebook/through church website) 
    11.00 a.m.  Family Service, in Church  (and live-streamed on Zoom)    
  13—Thursday   ASCENSION DAY 
    11.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 
     6.00 p.m.  Churches Together in Coulsdon ‘Zoom Service’ 
     

  16—SEVENTH SUNDAY of EASTER 
      9.30 a.m.  Parish Communion, in Church  (and live-streamed  
          on Facebook/through church website) 
       Including the Annual Parochial Church Meeting 
  20—Thursday 
    11.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 
     

  23—PENTECOST 
      9.30 a.m.  Parish Communion, in the Churchyard      
    11.00 a.m.  Family Service, in Church  (and live-streamed on Zoom) 
  27—Thursday 
    11.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 
     

  30—TRINITY SUNDAY 
      9.30 a.m.  Parish Communion, in Church  (and live-streamed  
          on Facebook/through church website) 
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   3—Thursday 
    11.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 
     

   6—THE FIRST SUNDAY after TRINITY 
      9.30 a.m.  Parish Communion, in Church  (and live-streamed  
          on Facebook/through church website) 
  10—Thursday 
    11.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 
 

  13—THE SECOND SUNDAY after TRINITY 
      9.30 a.m.  Parish Communion,  in Church  (and live-streamed  
          on Facebook/through church website) 
    11.00 a.m.  Family Service, in Church  (and live-streamed on Zoom) 
  17—Thursday 
    11.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 
 
 
 

HOW TO JOIN  
SERVICES ONLINE  

 
You can follow the Parish Communion services online live as they’re 
streamed from the Church.  Go to St. John’s website at 
www.stjohns.coulsdon.net, scroll down to the ’Facebook’ panel be-

low Paul’s introduction on the home page, 
click on any of the St. John’s blue headings 
(and ‘not now’ if you’re asked if you want to 
join Facebook) and finally click on the ap-
propriate service.  And, if the service times 
are not convenient for you, the recorded 
service will be ready when you are after-
wards!   Watch live or watch later! Please 
contact the Parish Office on 01737 552461 
or at stjohns@coulsdon.net  if you want to 
know more or need any help with this.  If 
you’d like to join the Family Services in 
Church please let Paul know at 

rev.paul.c.roberts@gmail.com or contact him for your Zoom invitation to 
join at home..   
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DEADLINE for the JUNE EDITION 
 

Wednesday, 19th May at the latest please –  
by phone, note or preferably Email to  

wendy.burton@coulsdon.net  



 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Friends 
 

The Merry Month of May 
 
May is often thought of as a ‘merry month’.  As the weather warms and the days 
are long, nature puts on a growth spurt and summer is not far away.  In the 
church May will be a busy month, and I hope a merry one. 
 
Thursday 13

th
 May is Ascension Day when we celebrate Jesus’ ascension back 

to heaven and taking his place of glory with the Father.  Join us for our regular 
com- munion service at 11.00 and for a Zoom service organised 

by Churches Together in Coulsdon at 6.00 p.m.  Before he 
left his disciples Jesus promised to send them the Holy 
Spirit, and so 10 days later, on May 23

rd
, we celebrate 

Pentecost (Whit Sunday).  During the 10 days of waiting 
we will join with churches around the world to observe 
‘Thy Kingdom Come’.  Sue has written an article about 
this, but let me encourage you to pray for up to five peo-
ple you know and who you would love to come to faith in 
Christ.  Think how much better their lives would be if they 
knew the loving care of the Good Shepherd.  If you have 
a smart phone you can download the TKC Prayer App 
which will remind you to pray every day. 

 
On Sunday 16

th
 May we will hold our APCM (Annual Parochial Church 

Meeting) at which we have elections for churchwardens and PCC members, re-
ceive the audited accounts and take stock of the year that has passed.  We 
have ONE vacancy for a PCC member this year, and as usual will be electing 
TWO churchwardens.  We can thank God for his faithfulness during a difficult 
year and look forward together. 
 
The last festival in the church’s year is Trinity Sunday which falls on May 30

th
.  

This is the only festival that doesn’t mark an event in the earthly life of Jesus.  
Rather, it celebrates the nature of God himself – three in one, a mystery.  It re-
minds us of our personal relationship with God as Father; with Jesus as Lord, 
Saviour, friend and brother; and with the Holy Spirit as the one who comforts 
and empowers.  
 
Have a merry month! 
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THANK YOU 
 
Thank you to everyone who bought knitted chicks and 
rabbits before Easter - these have raised over £68, 
including a fantastic £41 from Stella who sold some 
in her Emporium. 
 
A big thank you also to those who support us 
through Easy Fundraising—we've just received a 
payment of £48.44 earned through online purchases up to the 
end of December. 

 

 
Thy Kingdom Come Global Prayer is a prayer movement that prays for more peo-

ple to come to know Jesus.  Inspired by the simple powerful words of the Lord’s 

Prayer this prayer movement is now in 172 countries.  St John’s joins this interna-

tional prayer for the nine days between Ascension Day and Pentecost, 13
th
 - 23

rd 

May.   Will you join us? 
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Dates for your diary 
Two opportunities to be involved in the mission 
of the church: 
 

Saturday 26
th

 June 10.00 am - 1.00 pm:  
Mission Action Planning morning 
 

Saturday 17
th

 July:  
Old Coulsdon Village Fair.  

 We will be giving out knitted fish at our church tent on the field. 
 (See further on how you might be able to help with this!) 



Pray for Five is an opportunity to pray for friends and family to know Jesus.  

The disciples prayed, expectantly waiting on God, and at Pentecost the outpour-

ing of Holy Spirit was evident in them and their vibrant telling of God’s kingdom to 

gathered crowds in Jerusalem.  We pray for this to happen.   
 
The Church of England’s ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ has some exciting resources: the 

Cheeky Pandas, Family Prayer Adventure Podcasts,  Novenas, and Prayer Jour-

nals.   Family Prayer Adventure podcasts are 10-12 mins long with a game, inter-

active Bible story (Bob Hartman features), a chance to pray, and great music - 

they are good!  You may enjoy browsing through this link: 

https://www.thykingdomcome.global/resources/digital-family-prayer-adventure-

map 
 
An augmented reality Digital Family Prayer Adventure Map for phones and tablets, 

features daily games and videos for the Map.  The Map can be used without the 

App too (and copies will be available in Church).   Another link to follow… 

https://www.thykingdomcome.global/stories/thy-kingdom-come-global-prayer-

movement-unveil-plans-year-virtual-launch-event  

 

Southwark Diocese print resources for Thy Kingdom 

Come and St John’s will have some available:   

 
 Bookmarks to Pray for Five    

 Small Pocket Prayer Guide for those who work   

 Hidden Church 

 
Hidden Church is an interactive prayer booklet about peo-

ple  living in other nations who are  persecuted for their 

faith.  It is easy to pray for someone when you know them, 
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so one story is about Tirham, whom I have met.  She was full of integrity as she 

told me her moving story.  She would be delighted if you prayed for her.  
  
There are other nations, other stories, but little space to give more detail.  If you’d 

like to know more about them,  or Tirham, please do get in touch.    
 
Rev’d Sue Thomas 
 
Southwark’s resources: 

https://southwark.anglican.org/mission-ministry/mission/mission-evangelism/thy-

kingdom-come/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

WE NEED A VERY LARGE SHOAL!!   Please help! 
 
The Village Fair is to be held on 17

th
 July and we will have a ‘St John’s Tent’. 

This year we’re having a Fish theme focusing on Jesus feeding the 5,000 in Luke 
9.  We hope to have a colour cartoon story of this miracle to give away 
with a knitted fish wrapped in Bible Society ‘fish paper’ and 
placed in a paper bag along with Bible Society resources 
and maybe other items too.   
 
Please would you help us create a knitted fish and join 
us in this mission of telling this good news story about 
Jesus to our local community.  The knitted fish is very 
easy to create.  Why not have a go—even if you’ve 
never knitted before.  [Here’s a reminder of Paul having 
a go at the MU Knitathon in 2016 to encourage you to 
try!]  The basic knitting pattern is a rectangle approximate-
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We need to find God, and he cannot be found in noise 
and restlessness.  God is the friend of silence.  See how 
nature – trees, flowers, grass - grows in silence; see the 
stars, the moon and the sun, how they move in silence… 
We need silence to be able to touch souls.  
Mother Teresa  

https://southwark.anglican.org/mission-ministry/mission/mission-evangelism/thy-kingdom-come/
https://southwark.anglican.org/mission-ministry/mission/mission-evangelism/thy-kingdom-come/
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ly 18 stitches by 24 rows or thereabouts; it                                                         will also work with as 
little as 16 stitches and 16 rows, creating a square and 
therefore a smaller finished fish.  You may use 
any wool and any size needles, but for 
the purposes of this pattern it has been 
made with size 4mm (8) needles and 
double knitting wool.  Got no wool and 
no needles?  Not a problem—contact 
Nicy on 01737 552152 or at nicyrob-
erts@gmail.com.  The pattern below is 
a mix of garter and stocking stitch, but you 
could also make it all stocking stitch or all garter 
stitch (plain knitting) or any other stitch, as long as it’s 
dense enough so that the stuffing doesn’t show through.  Feel free to 
use any brightly coloured wool and to add stripes of different colours if you wish.   
 

Fish Knitting Pattern  
 
Cast on 18 stitches, leaving a tail of wool.   
6 rows in stocking stitch beginning with a knit row.   
Pattern: 3 rows knit, 1 row purl.  
Repeat this pattern 4 times in total (12 rows)   
Knit 6 rows in stocking stitch beginning with a knit row.   
You should have made 24 rows in total   
Cast off, leaving a tail of wool.  
 
Finishing*:  
Using one of the tails of wool, make a running stitch along one short end, pull 
up to gather and fasten with a couple of stitches.  Do not cut wool.  
 
Place right sides of the rectangle together and using this same tail of wool, 
oversew the long edges together.  Turn fish in the right way.  
 
Lightly stuff fish about two thirds full*.  At the two thirds mark make a running 
stitch all the way around the fish’s body and pull up so that it gathers, fasten the 
two wool ends with a knot and a couple of stitches.  This makes the division be-
tween the body and the tail.  The tail should not have any stuffing in it.  
 
Oversew along the short edges to close and finish the tail. 
 
Embroider an eye on either side of the fish’s head and a mouth on either side. 
Please make your fish look full of joy with a happy smile.  You may use wool or 
embroidery silk in a dark colour for this but please do not use beads or buttons 
as they’re a choking hazard for small children.  A label saying ‘With love from St. 
John’s  Luke 9:12-17’ should be folded in half to form a loop and stitched to the 
top sloping edge of the tail.  Your fish is ready to join the others at the Village 
Fair in spreading the Good News of God’s Kingdom.  

 
There is a YouTube video to help you at: https://youtu.be/08OcTEqnN6k  

 
* If you’d rather just knit and not sew up, let the Parish Office (01737 552461) 
know.  There are small packs of ‘stuffing’, labels and a basket for fish in church! 



A prayer as the roll-out of the Covid-19 vaccine continues 
  
God of healing and wholeness, 
hold our fragile world in your secure hands. 
Give to your weary people 
gratitude for protection, 
patience for increased safety, 
restraint as freedoms increase, 
compassion for those who are suffering, 
and a heart for justice and generosity 
so that all the world from the richest to the 
poorest 
may share the healing resources which 
have given us hope.  Amen. 

 
 
 

 

Spring is well and truly here - 

Anyone for Holidays? 
 
Well yes indeed,  Spring is well and truly here (apart from the snow of 12 April!*!) 
the church has re-opened, and the clocks have ‘sprung’ forward ……………. but 
there was one that shouldn’t have!  On re-opening Sunday I noticed that the tow-
er clock was running some six minutes fast.  This should never happen as it is ra-
dio-controlled and should sync itself with the UK’s atomic clock based at the NPL 
in Rugby.  However, having spoken to the people who installed it, and obtained a 
copy of the User Manual I went up the tower to put it right. 

                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Here I am just before climbing out of the window – to do the necessary 
(ackn. to ‘Back to the Future’) 
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Fortunately it wasn’t necessary to twiddle the big 
hand, and I was hoping that when syncing takes 
place, we’ll be back to normal.  Later – it is better, 
but not quite right – two minutes fast.   
 
 
I mentioned last month the odd things that you spot 
when spending time in and around the church; well 
whilst at the top of the ladder in the ringing cham-
ber - for the clock, I noticed that some scallywag 
had carved their name into the ancient stonework!  
Luckily it wasn’t recent or he’d have to be sent to 
the headmaster! 

 
 
 
The churchyard is gradually being tidied and the bags of grass cuttings are getting 
bigger, but a few evenings ago I met David, Carole and Veronica C. over there, 
and they showed me this 

     
 
I had thought 
it was vandal-
ism, but later 
Rev Paul and 
his son Tim 
came over 
and replaced 
the broken 
slab – which 
was extreme-
ly heavy – 
and we now 
think that the 
break was  

 
very old and that some- one either stood on the 
grave or plopped down on the corner and the 
broken piece came away.  The grave has 
been there for a very long time and we must 
hope that it doesn’t get disturbed again. 

 



On a brighter note, many of us enjoyed St John’s Easter Sunday celebrations with 
a sunrise service in the churchyard at 6:30am, where Rev Paul lit the Easter Fire; 
we sang, and celebrated the Risen Christ and each other’s company after such a 
long break.  Hopefully next year we will be back up on Farthing Downs, and the 
scouts will cook us one of their sumptuous breakfasts in the Parish Hall. 
 

 
Later at the 9:30am service we were delighted to welcome a congregation of 65 
along with 40 or so online visitors; again there was singing outdoors at both the 
beginning and end of the service – and the sun shone – so it was a brilliant day. 
 
Back at the Parish Hall, readers may remember the disappointing news that the 
main lighting needed replacing due to the obsolescence of the existing strip lights, 
and the perished wiring.  Well we managed to get our lighting contractors in during 
the half-term break, and we now have a beautifully lit hall, and hope-
fully very happy hirers.  The only problem 

now is that we need someone with very 
long arms to touch up the ceiling paint-
work – but that may have to wait for an-
other day! 
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Here at St John’s we try to serve, and aim to please, so it was an interesting call 
that came in to the office recently when a lady in Canada asked if we could attend 
to her father’s grave.  As you probably know it is the responsibility of families to 
look after their loved ones’ graves, but in this instance we thought we could make 
an exception – particularly as a donation to the churchyard fund was offered..  
Whilst she said she couldn’t send sterling (!) and without doubt the bank’s charge 
for the collection of foreign currency would eat in to the ‘fee’, we were glad to help. 

.    
 

So we went 
from this 

……………….
   

to this;  
 
 

and what a joy 
it was as the 

stone revealed 
itself. 

 
 
 
 

 
Readers will gather from earlier monthly musings, that apart from mowing the 
churchyard, I enjoy a bit of cycling to keep just a tad fitter than I might otherwise 
be; and this week I came across these two gentlemen enjoying the warm weather 
– friends of Prince Philip I surmise. 



The rig was most beautifully turned out and whilst the photo doesn’t do him jus-
tice the horse and its harness were a sight to behold – every brass fitting bur-
nished to look like gold in the sunshine. 
 
Unfortunately shortly after this was recorded on my headcam, I had a slight mis-
hap occasioning quite a lot of blood, a soggy sock, and my wife rolling her eye-
balls to the ceiling as I brought home yet another injury.  Carrying on like this I 
run the risk of her running out of sympathy, but she was very good yet 
again!  Luckily I had an appointment at the doctor’s surgery the following morning 
and their wonderful nurse cleaned me up, and patched the wound (and after a 
second visit yesterday it seems to be healing well).  Perhaps I should pay more 
attention and stop my thoughts roaming across to other things!   

Tony Tucker 

 

MOTHERS’ UNION .. Our impact 
  
As a Christian mission charity within the Church of England 
with over 4 million members in 83 countries worldwide, there 
are a wide variety of projects encouraging, supporting and 
strengthening family life which, in turn, have a profound im-
pact both for individuals and the communities in which they live. 
 
This month I am introducing you to some more of the amazing work that 
MU members are involved in  because of their faith in Jesus and the desire to 
bring His life, light, love and hope into the lives of others. 
 

Combatting "holiday hunger" 
in Down & Dromore, Northern Ireland  
Since 2019, Mothers' Union in the Diocese of Down and Dromore, had planned 
to get involved in a "Grub Club" during the 2020 Easter and summer holidays by 
providing a team to prepare and serve hot meals twice a week to children suffer-
ing from ‘holiday hunger’.  Organised by Mount Merrion Church, when the plans 
had to be altered due to COVID-19 pandemic, the Mothers' Union members 
quickly adapted and offered their support in different ways. 

 
They also supported the 
project financially through 
their "Mums in May" fund, 
which awards grants to 
support projects in commu-
nities across the country.  
Clare Stewart, Action and 
Outreach Coordinator, said 
'“One of the objectives of 
Mothers' Union is ‘to pro-
mote conditions in society 
favourable to stable family 
life and the protection of 
children’’ so when we 
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heard about the ‘Grub Club’ project 
which Rev Adrian was planning we 
were very keen to support in every 
way we could." 
 
Every week during the school sum-
mer holidays, a mini-bootcamp and 
packed- lunch giveaway took place 
instead, on the green in the middle 
of the estate.  Free for all to join and 
attended by up to 30 people each 
time in order to abide by social dis-
tancing and coronavirus gathering 

laws at the time. 
 
The project also attracted sup-
port from Active Belfast, who 
provided funding for the devel-
opment and production of exer-
cise stop signs that were placed 
around the green.  Three sports 
coaches who had already been 
providing various exercise clas-
ses through the church's Com-
munity Fitness Hub, helped run 
the bootcamp. 
 
When asked why Mount Merrion 
Church wanted to provide this 
service, Adrian said, “The ‘Grub 
Club’ idea simply reflects our heart for the community we are part of.  During the 
pandemic we have sought to work in partnership with others, like Mothers' Union, 
to provide for the most vulnerable and isolated in the area.  It is clear that financ-
es are tight and through the uniform recycling scheme that we are currently run-
ning and this weekly giveaway, we hope to share something of the love of Jesus 
in a practical way.'“ 
 
                                                      ***** 
As Mothers' Union members, prayer is central to our lives and work and we com-
mit to lift others up daily in prayer as a global family.  Our prayers do make a dif-
ference - God never lets us down.  He answers our prayers in His time and in His 
way.  He hears our prayers as we pull our lives together.  But we can become 
distracted from focussing on Jesus when our lives are in turmoil. 
 
The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective.  (James 5:16) 

 

BE KIND ...   
 
.. Spread love everywhere you go - first of all in your own house.  Let no 
one ever come to you without leaving better and happier.  Be the living ex-
pression of God's kindness; kindness in your face, kindness in your eyes, 
kindness in your smile.      St Theresa of Calcutta, 1910-1997 
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A shed in the planning! 
 

For 17 years we’ve want-
ed a shed to clear the 
garage of stuff.  Squeez-
ing the car between the 
brooms, and garden im-
plements, and gardening 
pots, and other tools real-
ly takes quite a bit of skill 
in reversing into the gar-
age.  Since getting the 
four rescue hens we’ve 
realised they needed bet-
ter shelter.  So it seemed 
an ideal time to combine 
the two and get a shed.   
 
Planning the shed has 
taken so much delibera-
tion - how to keep the 
hens warm when temper-
atures plummet in winter 
to -9C and how to not 
spend too much having to 
insulate the whole shed 
when all we need to insu-
late is the shelf they will 
sleep on.  But then the 
shelf will need a ramp up 
if they are to get there,  

and an internal wall of wire net will save on space and money as we already 
have spare net from making the chicken run.  My plan looks big, but in reality it is 
smaller and I think my ‘key’ is not quite right!   
 
Trying to convert from feet and inches into 
metric and remain con- sistent is a real chal-
lenge.  You can see I wrote ‘Door 2M high’ 
but didn’t write down the width of the doors.  
But at least I knew what the basic outline 
would be.  So here is the shed so far.  We’re 
not building it our- selves - it wouldn’t look 
like this if we did!  It’s not until costs come in 
that you realise four windows aren’t neces-
sary.  So one will do in- stead of two.  Just have 
to keep the door open!  It’s really brilliant to use 
a neglected corner of the garden - it used to 
hold the log pile and ‘useful lumps of con-
crete’.  There were half a dozen concrete 
beams left by the pre- vious owners of our 
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house.  We never knew 
what to do with them, but 
now, after all these years, 
they are laid as the edges 
of the foundations, holding 
back the earth to make a 
good edge to the paving 
slabs used for the base.   
 
Funny how God finds us-
es for things that we think 
we have no use for.  
Whenever we build any-
thing I always think of No-
ah trying to get God’s plan 
for his boat just right.  And 
when all the animals were 
in  (we’ve two dark brown 
hens, and two light brown hens) 2 x 2 they went up the ramp into the Ark.  But it 
was not Noah who made everyone safe, it was God who shut the door and 
sealed it tight to protect them from the elements.  We pray that those who have 
need of secure homes, those who work with Compassion, see that their homes 
are made to God’s specifications.   
 
The Lord calls us so often to care for others, to build that home as Noah.  If you 
are able, please do consider sponsoring a child through Compassion.  I have just 
done so this week following Compassion speaker Dora Hanson Amissah’s visit to 
St John’s.  Renia is 7 years old  and lives in Kasese where we have connections.  
Paul, with a number of people from St John’s,  has visited Kasese in years gone 
by.   

 
Renia will now face her future 
protected from poverty.  Like the 
Ark, her home will be sealed by 
God as she attends the Com-
passion project at her local 
church.  Her life is changed for-
ever.  Her parents, and her Aunt, 
will be able to attend workshops 
that will focus on ways to make 
money to improve their situation.  
I’ve yet to write my first letter to 
Renia, but I already support An-
drew who also lives in Uganda.  
It is possible to send additional 
gifts, if you would like, direct to 

the family (or child), though this is not obligatory.  It helps with buying things like 
a bike, and bags of food stuffs, a pig, and sheeting here (photo) will buy a pigsty.  
I always get a complete break down to the penny of how a gift has helped the 
family.   



Receiving letters from Andrew is a blessing and there is so much joy and life in 
them.  Sponsoring a child is £1 per day.  Do let me know if you can join me in 

changing a life:  http://compassionuk.org                   Sue 
 
 
 

 
 

 
COME & SING in the CHURCHYARD! 
 
It’s Pentecost (Whitsun) on Sunday 23 May and, weather per-
mitting, the 9.30 Parish Communion service will be in the Church-
yard—so we can SING some HYMNS!!  Plenty of room to ’safe-
distance’..  Come and celebrate the church’s ‘birthday’ with gusto!   

18 

The Very Important Passenger 
 

{A story, true or not, that made the editor smile—hope you enjoy it.} 

Billy Graham was returning home after a speaking engagement.  
When his plane arrived at the airport, there was a long black limou-
sine to transport him.  Just as he was about to get in the back of the 
limo, he stopped.  He whispered to the driver who was holding the 
door open for him.  "You know," he  said, "I am 87 years old and I 
have never driven a limousine.  Would you mind if I drove it for a 
while?"  The driver said, "No problem. Have a go."  Billy got into the 
driver's seat and they headed out to the motorway.   

Lurking behind an exit ramp a short distance from the airport sat a 
young traffic cop operating his first speed trap. The long black limo 
went by him doing 70 in a 40 mph zone.  The cop pulled out in pur-
suit and easily caught the limo.  He pulled up behind, got out and 
walked up to the driver's door.  When the window was rolled down, 
he was very surprised to see who was driving.  Trying desperately 
to maintain his professional attitude, he immediately excused him-
self and walked back to his car and called his sergeant. 

He told the sergeant, "I know we are supposed to enforce the law, 
but I also know that important people are given certain courtesies.  I 
need to know what I should do because I have stopped a very im-
portant person." 

The supervisor asked, "Is it the Chief Constable?" 

The young officer said, "No, he's more important than that." 

The supervisor said, "Oh, so it's the Queen." 

The young officer said, "No, he's even more important than that." 

The supervisor finally asked, "Well then, who is it?" 

The young officer said, "I think it's Jesus because he's got Billy 
Graham for a chauffeur." 

http://compassionuk.org


YOU COULD MAKE  
A DIFFERENCE! 

 
As Sue mentioned previous-
ly, we welcomed Dora Han-
son Amissah from Compas-
sion UK at our 9.30 ser-
vice on 18

th
 April.  A number 

of us sponsor children 
through Compassion 
UK knowing that it makes a 
real difference not just to 
that child's life, but to their 
family and wider community. 

You might like to consider sponsoring a child yourself.  Take a moment to watch, 
if you can, this introductory video about Compassion UK: https://
vimeo.com/221739298  
 
Compassion UK is sponsoring a project in Kasese, where we have had links 
for several years.  The project is based at St. Paul's Cathedral, Kasese (where I 
preached in 2008) and is called Kasese Child Development Centre..   

 
During her talk, Dora invited us to sponsor children through the Compassion pro-
ject based in Kasese.  For just under £1 per day (£28 per month) you can 
change a child's life, and help their family and community, by rescuing them from 
poverty.  Nicy and I have been doing this for 9 years, along with a number of oth-
ers in the church.   Paul 
 
If you would like to sponsor one of the children included, here is the link: 
www.compassionuk.org/hope/sjtec21  - this will only be active until 15

th
 May. If 

you are not able to contact Compassion UK online but would like to know more, 
their friendly Supporter Experience Team is ready to tell you more and help with 
any questions you might have on 01932 836490 - current opening hours are 
Monday - Friday 9:30am - 5pm.—but please leave a voicemail if you'd like a call 
back outside of these hours.  . 
 

“Compassion has turned me into an educator. I was a hopeless person, but 
thanks to Compassion I have hope and a future.  I want to use my skills to 
train teachers to provide good quality education to students.’’  
 
“When he was 12, John and his four siblings were chased out of their 
home ...I knew we had lost everything. I was frustrated and hopeless,” said 
John. He vowed to become a lawyer and seek justice for everyone. Through 
the support of his sponsor and the staff at his local Compassion project, to-
day John is a lawyer who represents the poor for free.”  

 
Just some of the children 
needing a sponsor—what 
could they become with 
some generous help? 
 
 

19 

https://www.compassionuk.org/
https://www.compassionuk.org/
https://vimeo.com/221739298
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SOMETHING for EVERYONE to brighten the BANK HOLIDAY! 

 

NONSUCH TOWN AND COUNTRY SHOW    
30 and 31 May -  10.30 – 5.30   

www.nonsuchcountryshow.co.uk    
at Nonsuch Park, London Road, Epsom, Surrey, KT17 2DL 

 
Motorbike display ~ Barrel Racing  ~  Dog and Duck 
Shows (with Chris Jupp and his beautiful Collie dog 

and fabulous runner ducks)  ~  Falconry with birds of 
prey displays  ~  African Dancers  ~  Festival of Cars  ~  
Foodmarkets  ~ Cookery demonstrations  ~  Charity 

Fun Dog Shows:  Owner and Celebrity Lookalike 
Competition, Dog Agility, Dogs Have Got Talent, Flyball 

etc.   ~  Circus Aerial Displays   ~  Magic Shows  ~  
Outdoor Theatre performances of ‘The Buccaneers’  

~  Abba Tribute Band along with five other bands   ~  
Wrestleforce Team with some wrestling fun  ~  

Classisauras our T-Rex Dinosaur  ~  Stormtroopers 
- Punch and Judy -  Gemma’s Petting Farm  -  Rides  

~ Rural Crafters – demonstrating their crafts and sell-
ing them.  ~ Archery ~ and loads more!    

For tickets . visit www.nonsuchcountryshow.co.uk. The show will follow Covid 
guidelines and people are encouraged to book online in advance but tickets will 

be available on the gate—Adults: £9.50  Child 5+ £4.50.  Free parking.. 
 
 
  
THE PARISH CHURCH OF OLD COULSDON   

CLERGY  The Rector,  Rev. Paul Roberts, 
      The Rectory, Coulsdon Road, Old Coulsdon     01737  552152 
             (not available on Mondays)  
      The Rev. Sue Thomas       020 8406 9300 
     (available Thursdays & Sundays) READER: 
   Christine McCutchion       01737  553681 
WARDEN 
   Tony Tucker         01737  555590 
TREASURER 
   Lynn Howell         01737  551652 
 
PARISH OFFICE:  Monday-Friday   9.30 a.m. - 12 noon  
                          Email     stjohns@coulsdon.net     Phone:  01737 552461                     
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APCM and Election of Churchwardens: Sunday 16 May  
Our annual meeting takes place on Sunday 16

th
 May.  With Anne's departure we 

really need a good candidate to stand for election to join Tony Tucker.  Please 
would you consider this carefully. The job is responsible, but needn't be too oner-
ous.  Although it carries some legal responsibilities the main role is one of being a 
listening ear for the congregation and a support to the Rector.  Could this be you? 



 
 
 

We are grateful to all those who support St. John’s by plac-
ing their advertisements in this magazine.   If you would 
like to advertise your company or services here please con-
tact the Parish Office at stjohns@coulsdon.net or call 01737 
552461. 
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www.oasisacademybyron.org

Oasis Academy Byron 020 8668 4877     Byron Children’s Centre 020 8763 6285     Mulberry Bush 020 8660 4180

WELCOME TO OASIS BYRON PART OF THE OASIS COULSDON HUB

ON THE OASIS ACADEMY BYRON SITE WE OFFER THE COMPLETE PACKAGE OF HIGH QUALITY  

EDUCATION AND CHILDCARE IN A FULLY INCLUSIVE AND WELCOMING ENVIRONMENT

FOR FAMILIES FROM PREGNANCY TO 11 YEARS
BYRON CHILDREN’S CENTRE HAS A WIDE RANGE OF HEALTH AND EARLY YEARS ACTIVITES FOR EXPECTANT MOTHERS AND FAMILIES WITH 

UNDER 5’S
THE MULBERRY BUSH OFFERS HIGH QUALITY CHILDCARE FOR CHILDREN AGED 2 – 11 INCLUDING FREE SESSIONS FOR 2 -4 YEAR OLDS 

8.00-6.00               48 WEEKS A YEAR

OASIS ACADEMY BYRON OFFERS PRIMARY EDUCTION FOR CHILDREN FROM RECEPTION TO YEAR 6 ON A FANATASTIC GREEN AND SECURE 
SITE

PLEASE LOOK AT THE WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION OR CALL THE NUMBERS TO ARRANGE A VISIT 

Graded ‘Outstanding in all areas’ by Ofsted—Oct. 2018 
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1 Norfolk House, Wellesley Road, Croydon, CR0 1LH 

 



 


