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Still no services nor events to offer you in May—except that 

if you’re on Facebook you can watch Paul taking a service at 9.30 a.m.  
each Sunday from his dining room!  IF NOT you can still follow it later  

through this website (just click on the link to ’Facebook’ on the home page  
and ‘not now’ when asked if you want to join Facebook).  

Paul continues to send out an Email update some days with  
encouraging words, useful suggestions and news.   

If you would like to receive this, please contact him at 
rev.paul.c.roberts@gmail.com with your name and email address. 

   
 
 
 

   

 
 
 
 

Dear Friends 
 
The message of Easter has so much to say to the situation of lockdown that 
we find ourselves in today: 
 

 New life in a time of death 
 Joy in a time of sadness 
 Peace in a time of anxiety 
 The presence of Jesus in a time of locked houses 

 
As I write, the number of those who have died in hospital as a result of the 
coronavirus is more than 11,000 and will continue to rise.  Death is the great 
separator, the ‘final enemy’ as St Paul puts it.  But the good news of 

Easter is that Jesus’ resurrection holds 
out for us the hope of life beyond our 
physical death.  A new form of life that 
will come fully into its own when Jesus 
returns. 
 
There is hope for those who are facing 
death; there is hope for those who are 
left behind.  The very first thing Jesus 
said to Mary Magdalene on that resur-
rection morning was “Why are you cry-
ing?”  Even before he revealed who he 
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was, he wanted to bring comfort to her.  And so he does today to those who 
have lost loved ones to this terrible pandemic, or to other illnesses. 
 
The disciples, John tells us in his gospel, were 
locked away on that resurrection day for fear of the 
Jewish leaders, fearing that they might share the 
same fate as their dead leader.  But when Jesus 
appears the first thing he says to them is “Peace 
be with you”.  That’s what they needed to hear.  
And for many today “Peace be with you” are the 
words that will release you from paralysing fear.  
 
And as we are locked away for fear of the virus, 
Jesus can enter our homes just as he did the 
locked house that the disciples sat in.  And as 
he breathes on us, instead of avoiding his breath as we 
would that of a stranger, we receive his life.  His presence brought 
renewed faith and strength to the disciples, although for Thomas he had to 
wait until a week later.  
 
During this time of lockdown we’ve learnt that being church is more than 
meeting together in a building.  For many of us, social media has helped us to 
stay connected and even to worship together at the same time in our houses.  
But more than that, I think we’ve learnt something about being connected in 
the body of Christ through the Holy Spirit, as children of God our Father.  
We’ve even been able to welcome those that might never attend Sunday wor-
ship in the building to join us online.  And I pray that if we invite them to, they 
would join us when we can be back in the building again.  
 
The risen Christ came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you”.  
Then were they glad when they saw the Lord! 
 
 
 
 
 

IT’S .. 
.. and as we start this new month 
most of us are still at home in 
‘lockdown’ wondering when we’ll be 
able to go back to school, to work, 
to visit or meet with family and 
friends  .. or go to church again.  
Although we may feel bereft of 
company, it’s good to know, as 

Paul has pointed out above, that we never need to feel alone and it’s up to us to 
welcome Jesus in, as this prayer I came across reminds us:  

Risen Christ, for whom no door is locked, no entrance barred: open the doors 
of our hearts, that we may seek the good of others and walk the joyful road of 
sacrifice and peace, to the praise of God the Father. 
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Walking in the Woods - Morning Exercise!   
What is your ‘New Normal’?  These last few weeks my ‘new normal’ is to walk every 
morning a 45 minute round trip.  I’ve been getting up early to walk on Croham Hurst.  It’s 
a high point of Blackheath Pebbles and Thanet Sand and from the top you can see for 
miles.  As I criss-cross the paths up to the high point I have to dive off the paths every 
now and then for ‘social distancing’ as a number of people walk their dogs, go jogging, 
or have family walks together.  It’s getting extra busy and I end up seeing neighbours, 
chatting from a distance, and realise that my walk is not going to plan.  So I’m getting up 
earlier and earlier to avoid the ‘crowds’!  

 
Walking through 
the woods, it re-
minds me of a min-
iature forest be-
cause the trees are 
quite mature and 
soar high above.  
 
Walking the same 
walk that I’ve 
known for years, 
has changed be-
cause I’ve been us-
ing the Daily Prayer 
App (Church of 
England website). 
A 20 minute walk is 
never the same 
when God’s in con-
versation.  Small 
creatures like squir-
rels, coal tits, chaf-

finches and robins start to appear.  Their bird song reflects the song of the Father going 
on all around.  
 
I spotted a fox ahead of me on the path - reminding me of Jesus’ saying, ‘Foxes have 
holes, and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head’. 
(Luke 9:58)  
 
As I take time to ponder and to listen, I notice God 
nudging me.  First it was a feather floating down, proba-
bly from a pigeon, but it was white, and to me it signi-
fies God at work through the Holy Spirit.  One of the 
roles of the Holy Spirit is to open up the Scriptures (1 
Cor 2:14).  All I have to do is listen, and let the Holy 
Spirit lead.  In prompts like this, and in noticing creation 
alive all around me, God speaks, but specifically 
through his Word.  
 
Because I’m not pushed for time, I relax into God’s presence and my mind is kept on 
track as I keep a regular rhythm of reading, walking, and prayer - along with worship 
songs too - played not too loud - ‘Abba Father’ was a moving one.  With a Word or a dis-
traction in the woods, God brings them into our conversation.  God clearly speaks into 
my life and the life of others.  As I get to the top of the Hurst, I can spot my house and I 
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 also know that you are all out there somewhere in the distance as this view is towards 
Old Coulsdon.  And so this is where I pray for us all.  At the top!  

Life is different, but I would like to think that this will be my ‘new normal’ when we get 
back on track again after all this is over.  Do let me know what your ‘new normal’ is for 
meeting with God.  Or have you managed to stick to your familiar pattern?         Sue  

  
OTHER ‘LOCKDOWN’ JOYS! 
 
I suggested in the April edition—hope you enjoyed our ‘first electronic issue’ with glori-
ous colour pictures by the way — that I would love to hear what you have been doing 
during this enforced ‘homestay’ period.  And delighted that some of you responded.  
Here’s the first and others are threaded through the magazine. 
 

Ann & Dave wrote: 
 
Every evening during 'Lockdown Lent', we played ’The Power of 
the Cross’, Stuart Townend version, and both sang it!!  Wonder-
fully uplifting and calming.   
Proof that Nature beats us all  .. a photo of daffodils & tulips 
that Dave had 'thrown' into buckets last Autumn, not good 
enough to plant.  The buckets had no water or soil, and were in 
an old water tank at the end of the garden, covered by a Per-
spex cover - which blew away several times during winter 
storms!! 

6 



 

Church Prayer Garden 
 
Christine McCutchion has put some ideas together for simple 
areas for prayer in the churchyard.  While the church building is 
locked, and the weather is fine, we can welcome people into the             
churchyard and garden  - as long as they observe the social distancing rules - to 
find a place of quiet for reflection and prayer.  As you can see, some laminated prayer 
cards are available on the benches. 

 
FOOD HUB STILL BUSY AND NEEDING OUR HELP! 
‘ 
‘The first month’s operation in April of our new home food delivery service saw 5,022 
meals provided to hard-pressed clients and their families - the second highest monthly 
total in the Food Hub’s seven-year history (just 45 meals less than the record in 
March) and takes us past 180,000 meals overall since 2013. 

  
‘Each Wednesday for the duration of the coronavirus emer-
gency, we are delivering packages of food, toiletries, etc, to 
clients referred by our Ticket Partners, local churches, 
schools and GP surgeries.  Other food banks are serving 
other parts of the Borough of Croydon, mostly through 
home delivery services like ours.  One of our Ticket Part-
ners emailed after this Wednesday’s delivery to her client 
and family: “Just to say a massive thank you as Mum 
and family were ‘made up’ by their food parcel.  They 
are having such a tough time and struggling to make 

ends meet so it truly made a massive difference.” 
 
St. John’s is locked but we’re still collecting items for the Hub, on behalf of the 
church.  These can be left in a marked box by the front door of 202 Coulsdon 
Road—and will be taken down to the Hub.  Especially requested at present are:    

Cartons of Long Life Whole Milk (NOT skimmed milk thank you!) • Jars of Coffee• 
Tinned Ready Meals • Savoury Spread - Peanut Butter, Fish/Meat Paste • Jars of 
Honey • Tins of Rice Pudding • Custard - Tinned and Packet • Potatoes - Tinned 
and Packet • Tinned Pulses - Kidney Beans, Lentils, Chickpeas, etc • Packets of 
Pasta• Small Washing Up Liquid • Washing Tablets/Capsules • Shower Gel.  
   

We’ve been able to take several bags down so far, so thank you everybody.   WB 
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MESSY CHURCH NEWS 
 
Congratulations to Emma and her family who have succeeded in 
completing an eco-brick.  What is an eco-brick? (See photo).  A 5-
litre square-ish plastic bottle completely rammed with pieces of non
-recyclable plastic.  We have been ‘doing’ eco-bricks at Messy 
Church since January and now have nearly 4 completed (with Em-
ma’s).  Paul and Nicy are busy working on an eco-brick too.  That 
will be 5.  They will all be presented to Pedrick’s eco-shop in Cater-
ham Valley once we are up and running again, to be used in a 
building project on an eco-farm.  Pedrick’s are still trading by doing 
home deliveries or a collection service.  Do check their web site. 
 

Easter was busy on WhatsApp with the Easter story being ex-
plained day by day as the story unfolded.  Some children made 
their own palm crosses, Finley did a lovely collage in the shape 
of a cross.  With the church kitchen being cleared ready for the building work, some 
unopened biscuits and pasta sauce were taken to a mum from Messy Church who 
is a key worker.  

 
With children unable to hug their grandparents at the moment, Sandra suggested chil-
dren might like to draw a hug and send it to someone who might be missing their hugs 
right now.  The picture is the hug sent to Sandra by her granddaughter.  

 
The team continues to pray for the 
families that they will be blessed by 
God and know his presence during 
this difficult time.   
 
Sandra was talking to the pastor of the 
local Salvation Army who helps to co-
ordinate the new Westway Community 
Centre in Caterham-on-the-Hill.  She 
was very concerned that during these 
difficult times some families are strug-
gling in various ways.  Please do pass 

on the numbers if you know of anyone who is struggling in any way.  Coulsdon is in their 
catchment area.  The two numbers:  Caterham Food Bank 07523 983122 
Other problems: 07407 500920.                                        Christine McCutchion 

 
 

SPREADING 
‘LOCKDOWN’ JOY 
 
‘I thought you might like to see 
these cheery pebbles that the 
children made to decorate our 
front garden.  
 
Hopefully it gives out messages 
of hope to everyone.  
 
All the best  
Rebecca Ross  
(and Florence, Teddy and Maisie)  
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LOCKDOWN JOY 
SPREADS INTO 

THE STREET 
 
When Paul said you would 
like stories about the lock-
down, my first reaction was 
that we are stuck at home 
and don’t do anything inter-
esting.  
 
However, last Sunday Pe-
ter sat in our front garden 
and played Easter hymns 
on his flute. We invited 
neighbours to join us and 
about 20 stood at a reason-
able distance from each 
other, mostly in their gar-
dens, and joined in singing 
for half an hour.         AG

  
MOTHERS’ UNION ... 

is a global Christian movement working with people of all faiths and none to:   
  

Strengthen communities all over the world 
Help the most disadvantaged at home 
Shape how we advocate for the rights of families 
Build supportive, loving relationships 
Develop our own relationship with God   
 

Here at St John's we are Mothers' Union members because it’s a 
grassroots organisation with a global vision. 

 
In this difficult time we are determined to 'keep our eyes fixed on Jesus' and look for-
ward!  So here are 2 dates for the diary and therefore 2 events to look forward to! 
 
The first is already in our programme for the year -  

SUNDAY 4 OCTOBER   3-5pm   
'TABLE TOP GAMES AFTERNOON & TEA' 
        Although this is a little way off, we would love to know 
if anyone still has any traditional table top games suitable 
for a few people to play together but which would only take 
10-15 minutes to complete.  The idea of the afternoon is 
that we have a number of tables set up with different 
games and everyone moves round to try something differ-
ent every 15 minutes or so before enjoying tea and cake 
and a table quiz or two!   If you have any suggestions 
please email/ring Nicy at The Rectory (01737 552152   ni-

cyroberts@gmail.com)  Thank you. 
 
The 2nd event for the diary is the CAFE CONCERT next year(!) SAT 22 MAY 2021 - 
10am-12noon.  As this event is always a JOINT fundraiser for MU and the church, we 
would love to have help from the church family in the following way (ideal project for us 
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all at the moment)....each Café Concert, material, words and 
music, is based on a theme.  We are exploring two themes at 
present and would love to receive suggestions of words (poetry 
AND prose) and music that we could include. 
The two themes are:  'FOOD & DRINK'   and  'ALL KINDS OF 
PEOPLE' .....so please get your thinking caps on and see what 
comes to mind - we have plenty of time BUT...the best ideas 

come when we have time to let ideas develop.  So looking forward to your suggestions - 
thank you. 
 
Here is a prayer, written by a MU member in Leeds which we thought was quite apt for 
the time.  

Heavenly Father, we look back and remember the securities of the past but 
the world around  us changes and we feel anxious.  We live today, sometimes 
in fear especially for future generations.  But we are here for tomorrow and we 
have hope.  Amidst the uncertainties, this one truth is clear - that you are al-
ways there and you never change.  We pray to be reminded that you always 
listen to us and for the assurance of your unfailing love.  Help us to look only to 
you when we are troubled.  We are here for tomorrow and we have hope.  In 
Jesus' name. Amen 
 
 

LOCKDOWN HOPE with THANKS 
 
As you can see Hazel 
has been busy with her 
needles and wool 
again and is displaying 
this beautiful rain-
bow—probably the on-
ly knitted one at least 
in the parish—a sym-
bol of hope, together 
with love and thanks to 
the NHS and those 
who have been work-
ing so hard at this time. 
 

 
CHILDREN MAKE YOU SMILE .. 

  
Dear Lord: Thank you for the nice day today.  
You even fooled the TV weather man.  Hank 

 
 

A mother was preparing pancakes for her sons, Kevin 5 and Ryan 3. 
The boys began to argue over who would get the first pancake. 

Their mother saw the opportunity for a moral lesson. 
"If Jesus were sitting here, He would say,  

'Let my brother have the first pancake, I can wait'.   
Kevin turned to his younger brother and said, "Ryan, you be Jesus!" 

 

10 
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BEHIND CLOSED DOORS!  
We thought you might be interested to see what has been happen-
ing while the church has been locked and we couldn’t be there. 

 
My goodness it’s a funny old world 
….and not in a good way just now 
 

 
Who’d have thought back in the hot early sum-
mer of 2019 that just about the worst thing that 
could happen would be the collapse of part of 
the church kitchen after a huge storm, or that for 
the following months there would be almost con-
tinuous torrential rain which not only made the 
situation worse, but also caused additional 
stress for everyone, as contractor after contrac-
tor decided that the repairs would be too much 
for them. 
 
The problem goes back many years to a time 
before we really understood how the rainwater 
disposal system above the office and kitchen 
worked.   
 
 
 

 
But it was illustrated when we looked 
more closely at the roof following the 
copper theft back in 2011, and found 
the box gutter above the kitchen 
looking like this .. 
 
and it brought home to us just how 
important regular maintenance was.   
 
Once all this debris had been cleared 
out, and the gutter treated it looked a 
little better, but one can clearly see how 
small was the outflow hole, which led to 
a drainpipe encased in boxing in the 
corner of the kitchen; and it proved  to  
be the seal between this hole and the 
pipe that had failed.  This led to the 
plywood around it being soaked, until 
it rotted; the water had run down inside the 
boxing and into the sub-floor, running throughout the  
kitchen, and even out into the corridor. 



 
 

Once the builders got in to the kitchen and 
stripped everything out, the pipe and its new 
connection could be clearly seen.  The top part 
of the pipe is now metal and is welded to the 
new lead lining of the gutter, which should en-
sure that these leaks will become a thing of the 
past. 

 
 
 
I mentioned the kitchen being stripped out, which in normal times would have 
been an unbelievable intrusion into the life of St John’s; but for once the Covid 19 
lockdown, and the order by the diocese that churches must be locked down too, 
has meant that we could get on with the task in hand. 

        
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
As all the floor standing units were gradually moved out it became clear that 
the water damage over the years had made some of them unusable. 
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All the kitchen equipment lined up by the 
church folding doors … and the state of 

the kitchen afterwards. 
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Meanwhile back on the roof it was all action stations as the father and son team of 
roofers got to work.  Dad  – Ray - hacked out the old lining to the box gutter whilst 
his son looked on;  but in talking to Ray later, it transpired that his lad was the ex-
pert at all types of lead work, and had worked on numerous listed buildings, in-
cluding Westminster Abbey, and the following pictures give just an indication of 
how good he was. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Not quite finished on the left, but see how the lead has been ‘stitched’ around the 
downpipe, and on the right, the way he has fitted it around the complex stonework 
and on the cill of the window into the Old Church.  James Cooke of JSC Con-
struction Ltd who is leading this restoration called him a genius, and I tend to 
agree. 
 
With the leadwork out of the way it was time for a different roofing company to 
move in – Tom of Holland & Holland spent a couple of days on the roof stripping 
off the old felt and applying the new, over the Parish Office and kitchen – and this 
time doing it right with the overlaps coming down the slope, rather than up as has 
been the case since the extension was built!  The finished job should ensure we 
see no more leaks round the base of the skylights and into the toilet areas, and 
ensure that Wendy stays dry! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Beautiful new roofs covering the kitchen,  
toilets & office and close-up detail of  

a refurbished skylight 



 
Meanwhile back indoors the carpenters were hard at 
it, taking the old flooring back to the concrete base – 
vinyl, plywood, old grey tiles, more plywood, and 
25mm of polystyrene; 
all soaking wet – what 
a mess!   
 
Once done, and the 
concrete dry they laid 
down the modern ver-
sion of polystyrene in-
sulation backed with 
reflective metal film, 
and then new plywood 
in preparation for the 
replacement vinyl – 
once Keith Harris Car-

pets re-open; but I fear it may be a bit of a wait. 
    
 
 
Then it was back to James Cooke and his son Callum who got the boxing done 
with new plasterboard, returning the following day to skim the surfaces ready for 
decorating. 

 

     
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Another week of beautiful weather meant that 
work on the roof could continue, and our con-
tractor was back up there early to finish off the 
new lead flashing around the whole of the flat 
roof area.  Once again he has done a lovely 
job, which should keep us dry for many years 
to come. 
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The painters arrive and hope to complete work inside the kitchen in two or three 
days, before putting the units back. 

     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Progress continues – two coats have now gone on and we are resplendent in 
Jasmine White, and you’ll notice that that awful flaking patch by the window has 
been dealt with; (Monday) and as another week dawns we’re starting to look a bit  

more like a kitchen. 
     
 
     
Sadly I must leave the 
kitchen now in order to 
catch our Editor’s dead-
line for publication; but 
by next month the new 
vinyl should be down, 
and who knows we 
might even be allowed 
back in to church to-
gether.           Tony 
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Happy Easter!!  
(And were not too late conveying these Easter greetings, because it’s still Easter 
throughout most of May! - and this family has obviously been very busy during 
their Easter ‘homestay’ - and so glad we can see the lovely colours.) 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

With love from the Catchpoles.  
 
MORE SMILES... 
 

A little boy was overheard praying:   
"Lord, if you can't make me a better boy, don't worry about it. 

I'm having a real good time like I am." 
 

 
After a performance of John Stainer’s classical music oratorio Crucifixion,  

the choirmaster of All Saints’ Church, Hordle, in Hampshire, put up a notice  
in the choir vestry: ‘The Crucifixion’ - well done everybody!’ 

 
By the end of the day, someone had added: ‘The Resurrection - well done God!’ 

 

AND A CODED BRAINTEASER ... 
.. aerobic exercise for the brain! 
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BOOKS SAY IT ALL! 
There have been many comments about the contents of the bookshelves of those 
who have been filmed speaking from their homes .. so  I couldn't resist this when I 
came across it and thought you might enjoy it too.  WB.  

THE DEADLINE for items for the June edition of the parish magazine is Satur-
day, 15 May – by email: wendy.burton@coulsdon.net.  Please help the Editor by let-
ting her have inspirational stories and  more tales from ‘lockdown’.  Thank you.   



ANOTHER LITTLE PUZZLE TO FINISH.. 
 
Can you sort out these fifteen anagrams of Books of the Old Testament? 
  

burns me  *  chair haze  *  eds jug  *  evil is cut  *  hail mac  *  hurt  *  I jam here              
*  on gloom of sons  *  our needy Tom  *   rich clones  *  see sign  *  select as ices           

*  threes  *  Tom anneals it  *  used ox 
 

P.S.   If you didn ’t find all the hidden ‘Books of the Bible’ in the letter in the April edition , 
and your still searching, just email me at wendy.burton@coulsdon.net. 
 

 
 

‘I AM WITH YOU’ 
 
You come through thick stone walls, armed guards  
   and bars.  
You bring me a starry night and ask about this and that.  
You are the Redeemer.  
I recognize you.  
You are my way, my truth and my life.  
Even my cellar blooms with stars, and peace and light  
   pour forth.  
You sprinkle beautiful words on me like flowers:  
‘Son, what are you afraid of?  I am with you.’  
 
A prayer of Viktoras Petkus (1928 – 2012) 
the imprisoned Lithuanian dissident 

 
 
 
 

THE PARISH CHURCH OF OLD COULSDON   
CLERGY  The Rector,  Rev. Paul Roberts, 
      The Rectory, Coulsdon Road, Old Coulsdon     01737  552152 
             (not available on Mondays)  
      The Rev. Sue Thomas       020 8406 9300 
     (available Thursdays & Sundays)     
READER: 
   Christine McCutchion       01737  553681 
 
WARDENS 
   Tony Tucker         01737  555590 
   Anne Dyer         01737  555296  
 
PARISH OFFICE:  Usually Monday-Friday 9.30 a.m. - 12 noon  
                   but operating remotely while the Church is locked. 
                   Please contact Paul Roberts by phone      
            or Email     stjohns@coulsdon.net  
                   with any queries for the Office . 
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We are grateful to all those who support St. John’s by plac-
ing their advertisements in this magazine.   If you would 
like to advertise your company or services here please con-
tact the Parish Office at stjohns@coulsdon.net or call 01737 
552461. 
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www.oasisacademybyron.org

Oasis Academy Byron 020 8668 4877     Byron Children’s Centre 020 8763 6285     Mulberry Bush 020 8660 4180

WELCOME TO OASIS BYRON PART OF THE OASIS COULSDON HUB

ON THE OASIS ACADEMY BYRON SITE WE OFFER THE COMPLETE PACKAGE OF HIGH QUALITY  

EDUCATION AND CHILDCARE IN A FULLY INCLUSIVE AND WELCOMING ENVIRONMENT

FOR FAMILIES FROM PREGNANCY TO 11 YEARS
BYRON CHILDREN’S CENTRE HAS A WIDE RANGE OF HEALTH AND EARLY YEARS ACTIVITES FOR EXPECTANT MOTHERS AND FAMILIES WITH 

UNDER 5’S
THE MULBERRY BUSH OFFERS HIGH QUALITY CHILDCARE FOR CHILDREN AGED 2 – 11 INCLUDING FREE SESSIONS FOR 2 -4 YEAR OLDS 

8.00-6.00               48 WEEKS A YEAR

OASIS ACADEMY BYRON OFFERS PRIMARY EDUCTION FOR CHILDREN FROM RECEPTION TO YEAR 6 ON A FANATASTIC GREEN AND SECURE 
SITE

PLEASE LOOK AT THE WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION OR CALL THE NUMBERS TO ARRANGE A VISIT 

Graded ‘Outstanding in all areas’ by Ofsted—Oct. 2018 
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1 Norfolk House, Wellesley Road, Croydon, CR0 1LH 



 


