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   1—Tuesday 
     9.45 a.m.  Holy Communion, MU, in Church 
 
   2—ASH WEDNESDAY 
     7.30 p.m.  Holy Communion, with Ashing, in Church 
   3—Thursday 
    11.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 
   4—Friday 
    10.30 a.m.  World Day of Prayer, in Old Coulsdon  
                                                                                 Congregational Church 
   5—Saturday 
    10.00 a.m.  Gardening Morning in Garden of Remembrance  (to 12.00) 
     7.30 p.m.  ‘Turner & the New £20 Note’ - Nicola Moorby, in Church 
      

   6—THE FIRST SUNDAY of LENT 
      8.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 
     9.30 a.m.  Parish Communion, in Church  (and live-streamed  
          on Facebook/through church website) 
    11.30 a.m.  Baptism Service, in Church 

   8—Tuesday 
     7.30 p.m.  ‘Children’s Work’ Meeting, in the Church
    9—Wednesday 
     7.00 p.m.  Life Lent Group, in the Old Church 
  10—Thursday 
    11.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 
  12—Saturday 
    10.00 a.m.  Baptism Preparation, in the Church 
      

  13—THE SECOND SUNDAY of LENT 
      9.30 a.m.  Parish Communion, in Church  (and live-streamed    
          on Facebook/ through church website) 
    11.15 a.m.  Family Service, in Church 
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  15—Tuesday 
     9.45 for 10.00 a.m. Pram Service for Babies, Toddlers & Pre- 
           schoolers, In Church 
  16—Wednesday 
     7.00 p.m.  Life Lent Group, in the Church 
  17—Thursday 
    11.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 
  19—Saturday 
     9.30 a.m.  CHURCH SPRING CLEAN   (to 1.00 p.m.) 
   

  20—THE THIRD SUNDAY of LENT 
      8.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 
     9.30 a.m.  Worship Together, in Church 
    11.15 a.m.  Baptism Service, in Church 
  23—Wednesday 
     2.00 p.m.  Pray, Knit & Chat, in the Church 
     7.00 p.m.  Life Lent Group, in the Old Church 
  24—Thursday 
    11.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 
  26—Saturday 
     7.30 p.m.  ST. JOHN’S QUIZ NIGHT, in the Church  
    

  27—THE FOURTH SUNDAY of LENT 
       Mothering Sunday 
      9.30 a.m.  Parish Communion, in Church  (and live-streamed    
          on Facebook/ through church website) 
    11.15 a.m.  Family Service, in Church 
  30—Wednesday 
     7.00 p.m.  Life Lent Group, in the Old Church 
  31—Thursday 
    11.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 
 
 
 
 
   2—Saturday 
    10.00 a.m.  Gardening Morning in Garden of Remembrance  (to 12.00) 
     7.30 p.m.  Downland Chorale Concert, at St. John’s 
       

   3—THE FIFTH SUNDAY of LENT 
      8.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 
     9.30 a.m.  Parish Communion, in Church  (and live-streamed  
          on Facebook/through church website) 
    11.30 a.m.  Baptism Service, in Church 
  

4 

DEADLINE  Items to be included in the April edition should be with the  Ed-
itor by Tuesday 15 March (wendy.burton@coulsdon.net) or by hand. 



YOU CAN STILL JOIN US ONLINE FOR SOME SERVICES 
 

You can follow the Parish Communion services, etc. online live as they’re 
streamed from the Church on Facebook via our website at 

www.stjohns.coulsdon.net    Contact the Parish Office on 01737  
552461 or at stjohns@coulsdon.net  if you need any help with this.     

 
 
 
 
 

Dear Friends 
 
We are just about to begin the season of Lent and you may be wondering, 
“What should I give up?”  This may come as a surprise, but I don’t think the pur-
pose of Lent is to make us feel miserable.  Rather, if we observe the season at 
all, it is about helping us pursue righteousness.  In that collection of wise say-
ings, the Book of Proverbs, the writer says,  
 

Whoever pursues righteousness and love 
    finds life, prosperity and honour. (Proverbs 21:21) 

 
‘Righteousness’ means being just or right; it is an attribute of God.  So to pursue 
righteousness means becoming more like God in his character.  
 

The bible scholar D A Carson said that people do not 
drift towards righteousness; rather it’s something that 
has to be pursued, walked towards intentionally. 
Without direction we drift towards compromise, diso-
bedience and superstition. 
 
Jesus taught something similar when he said,  
 

But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, 
and all these things will be given to you as well. 

(Matthew 6:33) 
 
So if you feel you have been drifting recently in 

your spiritual life, drifting away from the way of right-
eousness then Lent can be a good time to set a new course.  

 
If you already have a regular or daily pattern of prayer and reading the bible, it 
can sometimes seem a bit of a chore.  Maybe freshen it up by finding a different 
time of day.  Sitting in a different place.  Coming each day with the conscious in-
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 tention of pursuing righteousness and love – 
that is pursuing God himself.   
 
If you don’t have a regular pattern, I encour-
age you to start.  If you have a smartphone, 
you can download the Church of England 
app ‘Live Lent’ which gives a short reading, 
reflection and prayer each day during Lent 
on the theme of justice.  If you don’t have 
a phone or access to the internet I recom-
mend reading John’s Gospel, taking a chapter every 
other day and ‘living’ with Jesus through the words of the gospel.  It was 
John’s intention that by reading his gospel we would find life (John 20:31). 
 
You might also consider supporting the Bishop of Southwark’s Lent Call which 
will be helping projects in this diocese and in the dioceses in Zimbabwe that we 
are linked with.  You can find details on the diocesan website 
(www.southwark.anglican.org), and we will have printed information in the 
church 
 
Whatever we do during this Lent, may we be refreshed and encouraged in our 
spirits, and drawn closer to God. 
 
With all good wishes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY 
 
Get Lent off to a good start with our Ash 
Wednesday Holy Communion service, 
with Ashing, on Wednesday 2

nd
 March at 

7.30 p.m. in the Church.   At the Ash 
Wednesday service, each person who 
wishes can be marked with the sign of 
the cross in ash - a sign of God's love, 
our sorrow, and our desire to follow Je-
sus in his journey to the cross. 
 

LENT ~ in a group or by yourself? 
For the six weeks of Lent up to Easter there will be three groups, each meeting 
weekly, following a Lent Course on ‘Resilience’ written by Sue Thomas and you 
would be very welcome to join one.  There will be one on Wednesday after-
noons at 2.30 in the Old Church (contact Christine McCutchion - 01737 
553681), another on Wednesday evenings 7.00 p.m. in the Old Church (contact 
Sue Thomas—020 8406 9300) and the third group on Thursday evenings at 
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8.00 p.m. either on Zoom or in various homes (contact 
Carole C.—01737 558936).  Sue writes: ‘Six weeks is a 
good length of time to focus on developing quali-
ties needed to come through adversity; to establish new 
habits and patterns of thinking and to look at what adver-
sity is and be strengthened by God through it.’  Copies of 
the course booklet are on the table at the back of the 
church – you’re welcome to take one for personal study 
or to see if you would like to join others in one of the 
groups.  Why not give one of them a try—if you find it’s 
not for you, you won’t be expected to finish the course.  
But after so long a time of ‘hibernation’ and ‘distancing’, 
these offer a lovely opportunity to meet and discuss an 
important topic with others.  The contacts shown will be 
happy to tell you more.        

 

PLEASE JOIN THE ‘PARTY’ IN THE CHURCHYARD!  
We’re a small but happy and friendly bunch 
that meets regularly on the first Saturday of 
each month to tidy up our lovely Garden of 
Remembrance area of the churchyard.  As a 
Churchwarden and member of the Bereave-
ment visiting group, I know how important this 
Garden is to many visitors and parishioners.  
Our next meeting will be on Saturday 5

th
 

March at 10.00 – midday and if you could 
come and join us as we tidy up the Garden 
for spring, we would be very grateful for your 
help and support.  Good exercise, good 
weeding and most of all good company.  Just 
do as little or as much as you’re able..  Bring 
your own secateurs etc. plus a flask.  Biscuits 

will be provided!  HOPE TO SEE YOU ON SAT 5
TH

 MARCH.  [Call Gill on 
01737 553596 if you’d like to know more.] 

 
A TREAT OF AN EVENING ~ Saturday, 5

th
 March! 

'An Artist of Note: A Close Look at the Turner £20'  
Banknotes have been described as 'the business card of the nation', a fasci-
nating blend of symbolism and security.  This talk, by art historian Nicola 
Moorby, takes an in-depth look at the first British banknote to depict an artist 
- the landscape painter, J.M.W. Turner.  She will trace the story of the twenty 
pound denomination and the history of banknote design, before taking 
a close look at the polymer £20, released in February 2020.  Nicola will dis-
cuss how the Bank of England’s concept represents the various aspects of 
Turner’s life, work and legacy, and celebrates the role of the visual arts in 
Britain.  Perhaps there are some hidden features you weren't aware of in this 
everyday work of art?  Refreshments will be served during the evening.        
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THE BIG CHURCH SPRING CLEAN  
Saturday 19 March 

9.30—1.00 
 

It’s a long time since the 
Church had a Spring 
Clean and especially after 
the last two years of spas-
modic use it’s very much in 
need of some TLC!  So 
please will you come and 
help freshen up our lovely 
church?    
 
 

EVERYBODY CAN HELP  
—whatever your age or 
your capabilities—from 
gentle tasks like checking 
hymnbooks, tidying up, 

etc. to polishing chairs, right up to clean-
ing windows—and everything in be-
tween—to send the spiders scurrying!  
SO PLEASE WILL YOU HELP? 
 

If you can bring some equipment for 
whatever you fancy doing or just general 
cleaning materials or your favourite 
feather duster, that would be wonderful.  
There will be tea, coffee & 

CAKE available during 
the morning. 
 
Please come and help 
if you can—even if only for a short while.  If 

you leave it to others to get on with—they 
might not turn up either! 



The Bishop of Southwark's Lent Call 2022 
 
Paul writes:  Each year, the Bishop’s Lent Call raises funds 
for local projects in Southwark and our Link Dioceses in Zim-
babwe and Jerusalem.  In 2022, the theme is ‘home’, and we 
will be helping those in need of shelter, security, and a place 
to call home. 
 
Story  
Each Lent since 1972, successive Bishops of Southwark 
have called on the parishes of the Diocese to raise funds for 
local community projects in Southwark and our Link Dioces-
es in Zimbabwe and Jerusalem, as well as inviting them to a 
time of prayer and contemplation.  
 
Over the years, these appeals have raised nearly 
£1,000,000, which has been shared with more than 150 pro-
jects, both in our own Diocese and in other parts of the Angli-
can Communion.  
 
This year, the theme of Lent Call is ‘home’, and we will be 
raising money to support projects helping those in need of 
shelter, security, and a place to call home.  
 
In the UK, rough sleeping is on the rise and hidden home-
lessness, or sofa surfing, is also likely to increase along with 
the cost-of-living crisis.  In Zimbabwe and Jerusalem, mean-
while, many people have been dispossessed by poverty, en-
vironmental disasters, and the pandemic.  
 
The money you raise through the Lent Call will help those in 
your local communities who are struggling and dispos-
sessed; people like David, a 56-year-old street cleaner who 
found temporary accommodation with the help of Glass Door, 
or Adam, who two years ago was homeless but is now re-
housed and thriving with the assistance of the Robes project.  
 
As we spend time in prayer and contemplation this Lent, we 
hope that you will feel able to generously support the projects 
we have chosen this year in the Diocese of Southwark and in 
our Link Dioceses in Jerusalem and Zimbabwe.  
 
You can donate online by visiting the diocesan website 
(www.southwark.anglican.org) and following the links to 
the Bishop’s Lent Call page.  Or by cheque to:  The Hon. 
Treasurer, The Bishop of Southwark’s Lent Call, c/o Trin-
ity House, 4 Chapel Court, Borough High Street, London. 
SE1 1HW     Cheques should be made payable to ‘The 
Bishop of Southwark’s Lent Fund‘. (Charity no. 1075122) 
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"True prayer is a way of life, not just for use in cases of emergency.   
Make it a habit, and when the need arises you will be in practice." - Billy Graham 

http://www.southwark.anglican.org
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Rev’d Sue Thomas writes… 
 

A nod to new life and hope! 
 

I’ve just gone outside to check on the 
hens (treacle is very unwell) as the 
wild wind 
had been 
hitting 
hard 
against 
their shed. 
 
I lifted a 
broken 
branch out 
of the way, quite pleased that the wind 
had opened up the tree canopy.  Hope-
fully the sun will get in to warm the 
ground. 
 
It was then that I noticed this pot had 
the most beautiful snowdrops. 
The lime green patterning against the 
pure white, nodding in the wind.  How 
does God make them so that they still 
stay standing despite the blustery 
weather?  And the vibrant lilac crocus-
es with their dark veins are a work of 
art.  Seeing them springing up gives 
me such a feeling of joy.   

 
These tulip pots promise more  

blooms to come. 
 

Miniature daffodils are a favourite of 
mine because they 
are so perfectly 
formed.  The regular 
daffodils are just 
about opening too. 
 

As the flowers open, I 
enjoy taking numer-
ous photos because gardening is my passion; the 
planting/design, col- our schemes, and placement   
of foliage are all things I enjoy planning.  
 



 
For now though, three primulas in a 
long concrete trough are a reminder of 
the bright intricacies and detail I love: 
the corolla at the centre, the shaped 
petals, the neat anthers, the raised 
centre, the dipped edges, and colour, 
all set off by green leaves.  It is when I 
sense God’s pure joy in new life be-
cause it symbolises for me resurrec-
tion hope and the abundant life we 
celebrate at Easter (John 10:10). 
 

Sue    
  

 
 
 
 

CREME EGG  
CHICKS AND BUNNIES 
 
We will be selling crème-egg-filled 
chicks and bunnies from 13

th
 to 20

th
 

March in church, to raise funds for 
St John's Church - £1.30 
each.  Please bring cash to buy your 
Easter treats!  Thank you.   
Lynn and Hazel M. 

 
  
 
 
MOTHERS' UNION  
Transformation - Now!  - our theme for 2022  
March focus:  Valuing women 
 

Mothers' Union is a Christian organisation that has been supporting 
families worldwide for over 140 years.  Started by our founder Mary 
Sumner in 1876 in her local parish, we have grown into an interna-
tional charity with over 4 million members in 84 countries.  We 
demonstrate our faith in action.  This happens as we work towards 

stopping poverty, stopping inequality, and stopping injustice.  Our 
members work at grassroots level around the world.  They bring hope and 

practical support to millions of people every year through parenting, literacy and 
community development programmes. 
 
Our prayer is that we can:  

Transform ourselves, personally and spiritually, to live out our faith 
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Transform the churches and communities we work with, and of which we      
  are a part, to reflect Christ's kingdom 
Transform Mothers' Union to be relevant for 21st century life. 
  "For with God nothing shall be impossible" - Luke 1:37 

 

BRANCH DATES: 
 
Tues 1 March:   9.45am   Corporate Holy Communion, followed by  
      refreshments                         
Wed 23 March  2.00pm    Pray, Knit & Chat in Church - do join us!  
Sun 27 March    Mothering Sunday - hoping that we will be able to  
      celebrate this year! 
 
An AGM with a difference!  
Last 
month 
we held 
our AGM, 
the first 
since 
2020, 
meeting 
together 
on a Sat-
urday 
morning 
for coffee 
and cake 
and time to socialise before the AGM proper.  Four members were presented with 
flowers and certificates in recognition of their long service to MU:  Gill G. (45 
yrs),  Elaine C. (45 yrs plus a special thank you gift for 20+ years as Branch Sec-
retary and 3 terms as Branch Leader), Margot J. (55 yrs) and Daphne D. (55 yrs).  
Congratulations and thanks to them all.  Then we had time for more refreshments 
before Nicy & Paul entertained us with songs by Gershwin, Jerome Kern and Rog-
ers & Hammerstein - a fitting end to a most enjoyable morning from all accounts!  
Nicy presented everyone with a 'MU Survival Kit', an idea created by MU mem-
bers in Edinburgh some years ago - intrigued?  Look out for this further on! 
 
FAITH IN ACTION - this month we hear about a project in Rwanda 
Support for the marginalised in Rwanda 
 
In the last 30 years, Rwanda has seen significant developments in life expectancy, 
infant mortality and GDP.  However, the pandemic has affected those already vul-
nerable and made daily struggles more difficult for thousands.  To support margin-
alised women, MU hopes to set up a project to help empower female-headed 
households affected by Covid-19. 
 
Over two years and across three dioceses, this project would provide literacy 
training to women in rural communities.  Each group would encourage participants 
to talk about difficulties stemming from the pandemic and guide them along their 

Members listening as Nicy gives the branch report for both 2020 & 2021 



learning journey.  Participants could submit business proposals, then work to-
wards making these a reality once they had received adequate training and confi-
dence.  In the second year, original participants would oversee new arrivals, 
sharing their knowledge, to maximise the support provided to their communities. 
At the end of the project, we expect to see over 50% of the participants engaged 
with community or church leadership, and 70% working to improve their income 
with the knowledge received. 

Please pray for those who have been heavily impacted by  
the pandemic and their communities. 

 
"Speak up and judge fairly; defend the rights of the poor and needy." 

Proverbs 31:9 
 
Our monthly prayer:   
We thank God for making us all in his image; each equally loved by him.  We 
pray for all to follow Christ's example of respecting and valuing women, and for 
the dawn of a better world where equality may flourish.   Amen 
 
 

 

God said “I know the plans I have for you” 
 
The first Friday in March is set aside as the ‘World Day of Prayer’.  This year’s 
service will take place at Old Coulsdon Congregational Church at 10.30am on 
Friday 4 March, followed by refreshments.  A warm welcome to everyone who 
would like to join us on this special day.                    Your local committee 
 
 
 
'Painting for Pleasure'  Art Exhibition  
       

Saturday 12
th

 March -  10am to 4pm 
 

Do pop in to the Art Exhibition in the Guide Hut along the drive 
by the new 'doggy' shop on Tudor Parade.  Many local folk enjoy 
'Painting for Pleasure' in the Guide Hut on Thursday afternoons 
and this is the fruit of our work.  There is a big variety of art to 
see this year, especially as we were unable to have our exhibi-
tion last year.  There will be a warm welcome, colourful art, 

plus tea and cake.  And it is so convenient near the shops in Old 
Coulsdon.  What more would you want on a Saturday in March?  
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members 

in Rwanda 
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PRAM SERVICE … or ‘Tots Praise’ perhaps! 
 

… for babies, toddlers & pre-schoolers and their 
mums, dads, grannies, grandpas or other carers will be on 

Tuesday, 15 March in the Church at 9.45 for 10.00 a.m. 
start   The third Tuesday of every month (except August) 
we have a time of praise and fun with rhymes, action 
songs, story, activity and birthday celebrations, not forget-
ting the musical instruments!  We’re very small in number 
since we’ve re-started after all the restrictions lifted.  Over 
the past two years many of our regulars have ’grown up’ 
and moved on to school or nursery.  If you have a little one 

(or more) with you on a Tuesday morning why don’t you come and have fun 
with us (we even did a ’magic’ trick last month!) -  and stay for refreshments, 
play and chat afterwards.  We’d love you to come and join us. 

 
 
 
 
 

This games machine, stored at the 
parish hall, is surplus to require-
ments and we would value any in-
formation as to whether it has any 
value so that we can raise money 
for church funds.  Obviously, due 
to its size, any potential buyer 
would need to collect!.  Please 
contact the parish office (01737 
552461 or email: 
stjohns@coulsdon.net) with any in-
formation or ideas.  

 
 
 
 
The Queen's Platinum Jubilee, 2

nd
 to 5

th
 June 

 
On Saturday 4

th
 June there will be a community event in Grange Park from 

12.00 onwards, including a jazz band, children's entertainer, food, games and 
competitions.  I have volunteered, with the help of Malcolm Newman, to organise 
a 'Queen Lookalike Competition.'   More details to follow, but save the date. 
 
On Sunday 5

th
 June, which is also Pentecost, we plan to have an open air 

service in the rectory garden, followed by a picnic.  As Her Majesty the Queen is 
the Patron of Mothers' Union, in the afternoon our MU group will be serving 
cream teas.           Paul 
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KEEPING UP WITH OUR CHURCHWARDEN  
Here we are close to the end of January, and what has been quite a quiet month 
after all the excitement of Christmas, and the pleasure of seeing the church 
floodlit again; but what I really love about this job is having an excuse to enjoy 
early morning visits to the churchyard and see sights like this:- 

Unfortunately though the cider drinkers have been in again, so picking up their 
empty cans and crisp packets may have to be written in to the churchwardens’ 
job descriptions! 
 
Sadly COVID is still with us and despite recent relaxations to the ‘rules’, the num-
bers are still very high and we are aware of a number of church friends who have 
had to isolate after positive lateral flow tests.  We all pray for swift – and full – re-
coveries. 
 
This coming month we are looking forward to the big Spring Clean of the church 
on Saturday the 19

th  
March, and in readiness Christine, Sandra and possibly oth-

ers have been clearing out redundant Messy Church stuff from the Lounge and 
gallery.  We have removed the remnants of the 2m distance markers from the 

main aisle, and under-
taken some repairs to 
a join in the vinyl floor 
covering which was 
beginning to form a 
trip hazard. 
 
Not terribly pretty per-
haps, but serviceable, 
and if we can get an 
industrial floor cleaner 
in on the 19

th
, we’ll get 

most of the ingrained 
muck cleaned off.   



Gill has been working hard at the Parish Hall clearing ‘junk’ and taking it to the 
dump, and sought and obtained the PCC’s authority to get that big damaged 
grave repaired – not covered by insurance unfortunately. 

 
There hasn’t been a lot of action in the gardens 
– churchyard – no more ‘parties’ – apart from 
the cider drinkers - and not that much rubbish, 
but we have had some unwanted visitors in the 
shape of foxes who have started excavating un-
derneath the big stone slab to the left of the 
church’s main doors again. 

 
I’ve shovelled all the debris back in the hole, 
but have no doubt they will come again, as it 
was a favourite hiding place before we had the 
stone re-set prior to the start of the pandemic. 
 
Our roof alarm people came to service the sys-
tem a few days ago, and as their visits necessi-
tate going up into the belfry, I was very grateful to Tim Roberts for lifting the 
hatch, which is so awkward and incredibly heavy – too much these days for an 
old man like me!  Anyway all went well and we should be good for another twelve 
months.  Tim did mention that the weather had been getting in through one of the 
slatted windows, and had been affecting the mechanism and rope on the No.3 
bell, so the ringers have covered the anti-pigeon chicken wire with bubble wrap – 
not pretty, but no-one can see it, and it hasn’t made any noticeable difference to 
the sound. 

      
 

 

 

 

Every six years or so Ecclesiastical Insurance undertake a survey of our build-
ings – church and hall -(and the churchwardens) to satisfy themselves that the 
risks are suitably covered by our annual premium.  This time we were invited to a 
telephone consultation, but we felt it would be better to do it via Zoom, so 
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Gill and Ralph joined me for about an hour as we talked with Ecclesiastical’s sur-
veyor, a lady named Melanie Marvin.  Interestingly she said that her mother had 
been a non-stipendiary Deacon in the church for a number of years, so she was 
well versed in the comings and goings of churchwardens.  At the end of the 
meeting Melanie told us that everything was fine, and that she would be issuing a 
‘clean’ report.  So good news all round – nothing extra for us to do which is al-
ways good – but whether we will see a reduction in our £5000+ premium remains 
to be seen! 
 

At the Parish Hall there have been one or two issues that have been raised 
by Daisy Chain and our caretaker – Zoe.  Lynn Howell our Parish Treasurer 
and Gill met with the pre-school leaders, and were able to talk through those 
issues to the extent that today we received a very nice e/mail from them, 
which amongst other things, thanked us “for resolving the issues in the out-
side area so quickly”.  That thanks is really down to Jeff Locke who replaced 
a damaged grill covering to one of the heater outlets, and to Ralph who re-
placed a loose brick in one of the drain surrounds – and of course to Lynn 
and Gill for getting the jobs underway. 

 
Last week was half term – always a riotous time in our house as the grandsons 
(9 and 7) come to stay, but on this occasion we were pre-warned of a bit of a 
storm brewing – Eunice – and as a precursor of that, the ‘warm up’ act tried its 
best to rip away the door to the notice board by the lychgate.  Bit of a fiddle to get 
it back in place, and the notices got rather wet, but we managed it in the end.  
Then came Eunice proper and in Old Coulsdon she did her best.  Our friends at 
the Old Coulsdon Congregational Church lost their fence, and a few trees came 
down around the neighbourhood, but fortunately there was only relatively minor 
damage to the church spire.  Very high up, so it will cost a bit to get fixed be-
cause of the need to hire a cherry-picker, but hopefully part of that cost can be 
covered by insurance. 
 

Well the boys have gone back home and we’ve just returned from today’s 
Worship Together service – wonderful turn out with 95 young people and 
adults attending – and our Editor is calling for some ‘copy’ so that she can 
put the magazine to bed; I’m beginning to feel my age so perhaps a large 
glass of wine may help to revive me for the month ahead. 

 
Honestly he was fine after one of Enid’s pick-me-ups. 
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MOTHERS’ UNION ‘SURVIVAL KIT’ 
 
An envelope containing the kit was given out to MU members at their recent 

AGM, but the Editor felt we could all do with a ’survival kit’ so here’s what you 

need;   
 
To get you through the coming year you need: 
 
A TOOTHPICK to remind you to pick out the good qualities in 
everyone who comes to your meetings.    (Matthew 7:1)  
ELASTIC BAND  to remind you to be flexible.   Things may not 
go as you plan but everything will work out.     (Romans 8:28)  
PENCIL  to remind you to list your blessings every day.    
(Ephesians 1:3)  
RUBBER  to remind you that everyone makes mistakes but they 
can be erased.     (Genesis 50: 15-21)  
ELASTOPLAST  to remind you to heal hurt feelings,  yours or 
someone else’s, as soon as they occur.     (Colossians 13: 12-14)  
STICKY FIXER  to remind you to stick with it and that if you 
do, you can accomplish anything.    (Philippians 4: 1-3)  
MINT  to remind you that you are worth a mint to your Heav-
enly Father.        (John 3: 16)  
TEA BAG  to remind you to relax daily and go over that list of 
God’s blessings.      (1 Thessalonians 5: 18) 
 

May God richly bless you. 
 

( Compiled by MU members in the Edinburgh Diocese  2008) 

        
THE CHURCH IS OPEN ...with somebody to welcome you on MOST 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday mornings from 10.00-12.00.  Pop 
in for a chat, or just to sit quietly, to have a look around or even to light a candle.  
If you want to be sure we’re open just give the office a call (01737 552461) first. 
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CHURCH OF OLD COULSDON   
CLERGY  The Rector,  Rev. Paul Roberts, 
      The Rectory, Coulsdon Road, Old Coulsdon     01737  552152 
             (not available on Mondays)  
      The Rev. Sue Thomas       020 8406 9300 
     (available Thursdays & Sundays) READER: 
   Christine McCutchion       01737  553681 
WARDENS 
   Tony Tucker         01737  555590 
   Gill Thaxter         01737  553596 
TREASURER 
   Lynn Howell         01737  551652 
 
PARISH OFFICE:  Monday-Friday   9.30 a.m. - 12 noon  
                          Email     stjohns@coulsdon.net     Phone:  01737 552461 



 
 
 

We are grateful to all those who support St. John’s by plac-
ing their advertisements in this magazine.   If you would 
like to advertise your company or services here please con-
tact the Parish Office at stjohns@coulsdon.net or call 01737 
552461. 
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www.oasisacademybyron.org

Oasis Academy Byron 020 8668 4877     Byron Children’s Centre 020 8763 6285     Mulberry Bush 020 8660 4180

WELCOME TO OASIS BYRON PART OF THE OASIS COULSDON HUB

ON THE OASIS ACADEMY BYRON SITE WE OFFER THE COMPLETE PACKAGE OF HIGH QUALITY  

EDUCATION AND CHILDCARE IN A FULLY INCLUSIVE AND WELCOMING ENVIRONMENT

FOR FAMILIES FROM PREGNANCY TO 11 YEARS
BYRON CHILDREN’S CENTRE HAS A WIDE RANGE OF HEALTH AND EARLY YEARS ACTIVITES FOR EXPECTANT MOTHERS AND FAMILIES WITH 

UNDER 5’S
THE MULBERRY BUSH OFFERS HIGH QUALITY CHILDCARE FOR CHILDREN AGED 2 – 11 INCLUDING FREE SESSIONS FOR 2 -4 YEAR OLDS 

8.00-6.00               48 WEEKS A YEAR

OASIS ACADEMY BYRON OFFERS PRIMARY EDUCTION FOR CHILDREN FROM RECEPTION TO YEAR 6 ON A FANATASTIC GREEN AND SECURE 
SITE

PLEASE LOOK AT THE WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION OR CALL THE NUMBERS TO ARRANGE A VISIT 

Graded ‘Outstanding in all areas’ by Ofsted—Oct. 2018 
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1 Norfolk House, Wellesley Road, Croydon, CR0 1LH 

 



 


