
 

 

 

 

Coulsdon  

Parish  

Church 

St. John 
                                           

 50p 

 

June 2021 



 

2 



        

     
   3—Thursday 
    11.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 
     

   6—THE FIRST SUNDAY after TRINITY 
      9.30 a.m.  Parish Communion, in Church  (and live-streamed  
          on Facebook/through church website) 
  10—Thursday 
    11.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 
 

  13—THE SECOND SUNDAY after TRINITY 
      9.30 a.m.  Parish Communion,  in Church  (and live-streamed  
          on Facebook/through church website) 
    11.00 a.m.  Family Service, in Church  (and live-streamed on Zoom) 
  17—Thursday 
    11.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 
 

  20—THE THIRD SUNDAY after TRINITY 
      9.30 a.m.  Parish Communion, in Church  (and live-streamed  
          on Facebook/through church website) 
  24—Thursday 
    11.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 
  25—Friday 
    10.30 a.m.  World Day of Prayer, Coulsdon Methodist Church 
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  26—Saturday 
    10.00 a.m.  Mission, Action, Planning Morning, in Church 

   
  27—THE FOURTH SUNDAY after TRINITY 
      9.30 a.m.  Parish Communion,  in Church  (and live-streamed  
          on Facebook/through church website) 
    11.00 a.m.  Family Service, in Church  (and live-streamed on Zoom) 
   

JULY 
   1—Thursday 
    11.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 
  

   4—THE FIFTH SUNDAY after TRINITY 
      9.30 a.m.  Parish Communion, in Church  (and live-streamed  
          on Facebook/through church website) 
    12.15 p.m.  Baptism 
   8—Thursday 
    11.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 
  10—Saturday 
     2.30 p.m.  Wedding: Kieron Chatfield & Amy Wyer 
 

  11—THE SIXTH SUNDAY after TRINITY 
      9.30 a.m.  Parish Communion,  in Church  (and live-streamed  
          on Facebook/through church website) 
    11.00 a.m.  Family Service, in Church  (and live-streamed on Zoom) 
 
   

 
 
HOW TO JOIN  
SERVICES ONLINE  
 
You can follow the Parish Communion ser-
vices online live as they’re streamed from 
the Church.  Go to St. John’s website at 
www.stjohns.coulsdon.net, scroll down 
to the ’Facebook’ panel below Paul’s intro-
duction on the home page, click on any of 
the St. John’s blue headings (and ‘not now’ if you’re 
asked if you want to join Facebook) and finally click on the appropriate 
service.  And, if the service times are not convenient for you, the record-
ed service will be ready when you are afterwards!   Watch live or watch 
later! Please contact the Parish Office on 01737 552461 or at 
stjohns@coulsdon.net  if you want to know more or need any help with 
this.  If you’d like to join the Family Services in Church please let Paul 
know at rev.paul.c.roberts@gmail.com or contact him for your Zoom invi-
tation to join at home..   
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Dear Friends 
 
 
The Day of Pentecost, which we celebrated on 23

rd
 May, marked the beginning 

of the mission of the church – Christ’s body here on earth.  The disciples had 
been in a state of ‘semi-lockdown’ since the resurrection, but now they burst out 
into the open with a message of Good News and many people began to follow 
Jesus.  
 
We’ve been in a state of lockdown, on and off, for over a year and now we are 
beginning to come out and start living openly again.  Some have embraced the 
isolation as a period of hibernation, some have found it more of an im-

prisonment, but for all of us it may take some time to readjust 
to living socially again.  
 
I’m looking forward to the church moving from maintenance 
to mission mode once again.  We already have a queue of 
families enquiring about baptism, and that gives us a won-
derful opportunity to share our faith with them.  Weddings 
will start again, and the opportunity to welcome people to 
the church who may not otherwise ever come.  
 
To help us set mission priorities for the next year or so we 
will be holding our Mission Action Planning Morning on 
Saturday 26

th
 June, from 10.am in the church.  It will 

be an opportunity to review our activities in the light of 
the Five Marks of Mission, and identify areas where we 
need to develop.  We’ll consider our welcome and out-
reach, our worship and pattern of services, our work 
with different ages – infants to seniors, our pastoral 
care, our engagement with issues of peace and justice, 

and our care for creation.  To prepare for that, we have pro-
duced a leaflet which should be included with this magazine.  I’d be very grate-
ful if you could give the questions some thought and return the leaflet to me or 
to the church before 26

th
 June.  

 
With all good wishes 
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NEWS SNIPPETS ... 
 

CHILDREN are now welcome at the 9.30 Parish Communion service, 
where we can offer  a short time - about 20 minutes -  on their own at the 
back of the church with Anne G. and Christine McC.  This gives them an 
opportunity to engage with the theme of the service in their own way.  

 
IT’S NOT TOO LATE … to get knitting!  There are still over six 
weeks to The Village Fair in Grange Park which will be on 17

th
 July.  

Our ‘St John’s Tent’ will be there and this year we’re having a 
‘Fish’ theme focusing on Jesus feeding the 5,000 in 

Luke 9.  We plan to give away knitted fishes to 
any children that visit the tent.  This will repre-
sent Jesus' feeding of the 5000 and will be a 
sign of God's generosity and our desire to bless people 
generously.  If you are a knitter and would like to be in-
volved a simple knitting pattern is available in church 

(and was in our May magazine) and also stuffing, labels, etc..  
We would like to produce at least 200 fish.  [Remember that 3 years ago 

we gave away more than 400 knitted angels!]  

 
THE CHURCH IS OPEN ...and the kettle’s 
ready to boil!  ‘Open Church’ is back again on 
most Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings 
from 10.00-12.00.  Pop in for a chat and a cuppa, or 
just to sit quietly, or to have a look around,  There’s 
tea, coffee & biscuits on offer and always somebody 

to welcome you.  We know that all through the ’lockdowns’ 
people have been asking if the church is open—so do 
please spread the word that we’re back again and looking 
forward to welcoming anyone who’d like to drop in.    
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Important Dates Reminder 
Two opportunities to be involved in the mission of 
the church: 
 

Saturday 26
th

 June 10.00 am - 1.00 pm:  
Mission Action Planning morning 
 

Saturday 17
th

 July:  
Old Coulsdon Village Fair.  
We will be giving out knitted fish at our church tent 
on the field. 



APCM ELECTION RESULTS AND THANKS    I'm pleased to re-
port that at the recent APCM Tony Tucker and Gill Thaxter were elected 
as churchwardens for the coming year, and that Charlotte Best was vot-
ed on to the PCC.  I'm very grateful to the churchwardens and PCC, and 
secretary Lynne Wilkinson, for their work in sharing responsibility for the 
mission of the church.  The PCC has a duty to make sure we have the 

resources necessary for the church's mission, and the PCC members form an im-
portant part of the communication within the church. 
 
I also want to say thank you to the house group leaders who faithfully convene 
these small groups regularly through the year.  They have done a wonderful job in 
finding imaginative ways to keep people in touch with each other, and enabling vir-
tual meetings to take place.  Thank you!      Paul 

 
ST. JOHN’S HAS JUST RECEIVED a payment from Easy Fund-
raising of £35.90 for church funds which covers donations from online 
shopping in the first quarter of 2021.  Thank you so much to all who 
support us in this way, and we're delighted that we have a few additional 
supporters.  It costs you nothing as the companies you shop with give 
the donations.  If anyone else would like to join our supporters, check 
out more at https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/
stjohnschurcholdcoulsdon/. 
 
Just a reminder that if you shop from Amazon, you need to access their site 
through the Easy Fundraising website for St John's to receive donations, as the 
donation reminder doesn't work for Amazon.  Lynn 

 
PATTERN OF SERVICES  One or two people have been asking me 
whether or not we will be reinstating the pattern of services we had be-
fore the pandemic started.  My answer is that we have not decided yet.  
The disruption we have experienced is a good opportunity to re-evaluate 
our patterns of worship along with every other activity in the church.  So 
please, if you are able, join our Mission Action Planning morning on Sat-

urday 26 June when we will have time to talk and pray about our priorities in 
mission, including how we worship together.  Following that, the PCC will make 
any decisions necessary about our pattern of services.  Until then, we will contin-
ue with our present pattern.   Paul                  (Another good reason to fill in the 
enclosed MAP form and to come to the meeting and have your say.  Ed.) 

 
WE’VE RECENTLY HEARD … 
that, all being well, we can look forward 
to enjoying Cream Teas in the Church 
again during the afternoon of the Village 
Fair on 17 July.  These are always a 
treat and very reasonably priced, with 
tea, coffee, squash and homemade cake also on 
offer..  That really will help to make us feel every-

thing is getting back to normal again!  
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THE WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 
 

WHEN MARCH BECOMES JUNE 
 

The World Day of Prayer is celebrated on the 
first Friday in March, but this year it had to be 
postponed. 
 
The annual service in this area will now take 
place on Friday 25 June at Coulsdon Meth-
odist Church at 10.30am, to which you are 
warmly invited.  Sadly we must still wear 
face masks and maintain social distancing, 
but we hope refreshments may be available 
after the service, allowing a sense of nor-
mality and a time to chat with friends from 
other churches. 
 
The archipelago of Vanuatu, in the South 
Pacific Ocean, may be far removed from us geographically but we 
all have similar problems to face.  The Christian women of these islands have pre-
pared this year’s service on the theme of “Build on a Strong Foundation”.  The or-
der of service booklet gives lots of information about the islands, the hymns and a 
bible reflection. 
 
Focussing annually on a country from another part of the world helps to open up 
our hearts and minds.  We ask God to open our eyes to the needs of other people, 
so why not accept the invitation to this service and be surprised by what you learn.  
Your local committee 
 

 
 

Shed Paint and Problems!  
You’d think painting a shed would be simple. Choose 
a greenish colour, buy paint, paint.  Not so simple! 
The sample colours arrived and the ‘light green’ one 
look a bit acid. The darker one looked too much like 
the ground, and one that was supposed to be blue 
looked white.  So we’ve gone with shades of grey. 
 
Having ordered the paint, it arrived and the rain just 
poured down and caused some problems.  Apart 
from muddy ground everywhere, the shed door ab-
sorbed all the water, swelled and stuck fast - with the 
hens inside!  Then we tried to pull really hard on the 
door knob and it came straight off. 
 

How can something so simple as sloshing on some paint end up being so drawn 
out and complicated.  It’s now fixed.  The internal door to the hen coop has a sim-
ple push mechanism—should I ever need to open it from inside via the hen’s tun-
nel!   All that’s needed now, apart from dry days to paint, is a latch for the window. 
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The hens would say though 
that the best bit of all this is 
that the three leaky tarpau-
lins that used to cover the 
roof to their run are gone.  It 
was cold, wet, and misera-
ble for them.  Now they have 
a solid roof that lets through 
the sunshine.  You can see 
them here enjoying them-

selves preening on 
their new perches. 
 
And preening they 
must because these 
Rescue hens have 
some lovely new 
growth which is espe-

cially soft and downy under their wings.  Their 
body temperature is much higher than ours at 
40.6ºC.  So it’s incredibly warm there. 
 
It reminds me of Psalm 94:4 ‘He will cover you with 
his feathers, and under his wings you will find ref-
uge.’  It’s a Psalm that Jesus would have known 
well. He knew all about hens because he said this 
in Matthew 23:37  ‘O Jerusalem, Jerusalem…how often I have longed to gather 
your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings.’  He’s speak-
ing about a city which is unwilling to be protected by God.  It’s surprising that Je-
sus uses a hen’s warmth and downy wings to describe the power of his protection.  
His heart longs to extend his protection to everyone.  When Jesus speaks of pro-
tection it isn’t only about powerful intervention, it is also about the gentle and com-
forting protection of God. 
 

When Jesus spoke about the hen he was conveying 
the immensity of God’s love through the behaviour of 
one of his smallest and most timid creatures.  And 
Rescue hens are just that, small and gentle, yet bold 
and fearless too. 
 
A hen’s loyalty knows no bounds and she’ll follow you 
all round the garden.  Hens are enablers in helping us 
to see God’s hand on us even in the midst of every-
day paint and problems.  The closeness of chicks to 
their mother, protected under the covering of her 
wings, expresses the nearness of Christ to us now, 
assuring us of his gentle protection, his powerful 
strength, the loyalty of Christ, not forgetting the 
warmth of his love - it is 40ºC warmth under those soft 
downy wings. 

Revd Sue Thomas 

Ginger the Rescue Hen 

Ginger’s soft under-feathers 



RECENTLY SEEN IN THE CHURCHYARD ... 
 
From one of the of- fice windows I spot-
ted what I thought was 
someone with a 

brown coat 
bending over tending a 
grave.  The brown back barely moved 
and then a spindly leg became visible but still no sign of a head.  
For a better look I went down to the vestry and this is what I saw—a male roe 
deer (with his neat horns) having his fill of the churchyard greenery.  After a while 
he disappeared into the cow parsley.  I ventured outside, just a few steps, to see 
if he was still there but he immediately became aware of me, looked up and 
bounded away across the churchyard.  It was his lucky day because a couple of 
days later the grass-cutters came and cleared the lot away!   WB 
 
 
 

FAREWELL! 
               
On Easter Sunday we said a fond ‘farewell’ to    
Anne & John Pawling as they prepared to 
leave Old Coulsdon, where they had 
been active members of the com-
munity for over sixty years.   As 
Paul Roberts wrote “..both John 
and Anne gave many years' ser-
vice and support to St John's, 
and we remember them with 
thanks”.  Sadly we have since 
heard that John passed away 
peacefully at the beginning of May.    
 
Ros, one of their daughters, has very 
kindly given us an insight into their very ac-
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tive years in Old Coulsdon.  
 
Anne and John Pawling  
Mum and Dad moved into Old 
Coulsdon in 1957.  They bought 64 Ca-
terham Drive where myself, Ros, and 
sister, Juliet, were born, before moving 
up to Court Avenue where they have 
been for 54 years.  My brother David 
was born in Court Avenue in 1967. 
 
All 3 of us were christened, within 
months of our birth, in St John’s.  We all 
went to school at Coulsdon C of E 
School,  known to us as ‘Bradmore 
Green’.  Later in Dad’s life he took on 
the role of a governor of this school and 
went on to be the Chair of Governors. 
 
Dad worked in Hackbridge and 
Mitcham for Philips most of his life fin-
ishing his career with a few years in 
Hong Kong around the mid-eighties.   
Mum was a stay-at-home mum who ran 
the babysitting circle, took us to Pram 
Service and took on many roles at the 
church.  She has been a member of 

MU over 60 years now.  
Mum was always in-
volved in any catering the 
church needed for vari-
ous events when we were 
young and later responsi-
ble for the teas, coffee 
and squash served after 
church services.  She 
was a sidesperson and 
later a churchwarden.  
Both Mum and Dad at-
tended various house 
groups and were general-
ly involved in anything to 
do with church!  Both of 

them read and Mum was on the Prayer Link for several years. 
 
When we were growing up Mum took in foreign students to supplement her 
housekeeping money.  During this time we had lots of very British food dished 
up!  I fondly remember steak and kidney pudding! 
 
Dad played tennis in several locations but for many years at the tennis courts 

This is a Pram Service October ‘71.  
Canon Gordon Mayo on the right and Mum next to him.   

Our family outside Court Ave  
Rosalind, Juliet and David . 1969  



on the golf course by the old 
squash club.  He played with his 
close friend Arthur whom he had 
known for over 70 years.  He al-
so played squash until he was 
80!  In his later years Dad took 
up painting and joined the art 
club which meets in the guide 
hut, and for several years was 
very prolific with his artwork.  
 
Mum had various jobs while we 
were growing up.  She worked 
at Coulsdon Court Squash Club, 
a wine bar in South Croydon as 
a cook and then in Purley selling holidays to Spain.  She also did ‘Meals on 
Wheels’ around Old Coulsdon for a time. 
 
When the 3 of us kids were involved in the Downland Joint Unit (a group of 
Ranger Guides and Scouts), who met at the guide hut/scout hut and the Tu-
dor Rose(!), Mum and Dad came along as responsible adults on the annual 
foreign holiday travelling on the coach with us all and camping in very basic 
conditions! 
 
As many of you know Mum has Alzheimer’s and Dad had advanced Parkin-
son’s with dementia.  Rob and I have been caring for them at Court Avenue 
until very recently.  As a family we made the difficult decision to continue their 
care in a lovely residential home in Poole very near their son, David, and his 
family. 
 
Rob and I will return home to Nerja, Spain.  We’ll be back regularly to see 
Mum and our 3 children who live locally.  We have 2 grandchildren on the 

way in the UK.  Our other 
daughter lives in UAE—we 
look forward to going over 
there as soon as travel al-
lows.  Juliet continues to 
live in Coulsdon for now 
(she has dreams and aspi-
rations to go further afield!) 
and she will be visiting Mum 
regularly.  
 
If anyone finds themselves 
in the Poole area and would 
like to visit or would like to 
send a card/letter to Mum, 
please contact the Parish 
Office (01737 552461 or 
stjohns@coulsdon.net) for 
the address.      
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A painting Dad did at art club.  

Anne receiving her MU Long Service award   
in Church last October   

Ros 
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Yes, after a long, long enforced break, we 
are so looking forward to welcoming all ba-
bies, toddlers and pre-schoolers and their 
mums, dads, grannies, grandpas and other 
carers to our special Summer Pram Service 
on Tuesday, 20

th
 July at 9.45 for 10.00 

a.m. start in the Church.  There will be plen-
ty of movement with action songs and the children’s favourite rhymes, a story, ac-
tivity, prayer circle, musical instruments and birthday celebrations for all to enjoy.  
The babies are never too young to start – they love to watch the older ones mov-
ing about and enjoy the bouncy songs.   
 
Why not come and give it a try?  We’d love to see you – the more the merrier.  
And be sure to stay afterwards for tea, coffee, juice, and biscuits while the children 
play and we chat.  Your older children who’ve broken up from school will also be 
welcome. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MOTHERS' UNION - Our impact 
 
As a Christian mission charity within the Church of England with 
over 4 million members in 83 countries worldwide, there are a 
wide variety of projects encouraging, supporting and strength-
ening family life which, in turn, have a profound impact both 
for individuals and the communities in which they live. 
 
This month I am introducing you to another of the amazing projects 
that MU members are involved in because of their faith in Jesus and the 
desire to bring His life, light, love and hope into the lives of others. 
 

RWANDA - Sewing machines for disadvantaged women  
Mothers' Union members in Rwanda have been responding to local needs 
with health awareness,  Savings and Credit groups, peace and reconciliation, 
support for widows, and vocational skills training. 
 
A particular project, which has helped women in Rwanda to support their fam-

‘Right now 'How to pray' is searched online more than  
'How to dance' and 'How to sing' on Google, showing that  
the nation is hungry for an encounter with God right where 

they are more than ever!’ 

PRAM SERVICE ...  

is returning in July! 



ilies, was boosted by members in Ringmer, Sussex at a MU coffee morning. 
Two members from the Ringmer group visited the Diocese of Cyangugu in 
early 2019 and came across a tailoring project which Berthe, the Diocesan 
Bishop's wife had started. 
 
Berthe realised that there were many young single mothers abandoned by 
their families.  These women barely had enough to feed their children, earn-
ing a few francs by weeding and digging for a neighbour, and most mothers 
were going hungry in order to feed their children.  She decided to teach 
these young women tailoring in order to give them skills to earn more money. 
 
The project only had a few 
sewing machines for the whole 
group to use and needed more 
to help more women.  The 
women then sold what they 
had produced thereby earning 
more money and giving then 
the dignity of being able to 
feed their family. 
 
The MU members from Ring-
mer identified the need to pro-
vide more sewing equip-
ment and education in tailor-
ing,  The treadle sewing ma-
chines cost £90 and were to be 
sourced locally, both to help the local economy as well as reducing ship-
ping costs.  Ringmer MU decided to hold a coffee morning to raise funds.  
They advertised widely and immediately people started to donate, even giv-
ing enough to buy a whole machine, and the final sum was £2,000 (2 million 
francs in Rwandan currency), far more than the group had dared to hope!  

The money was 
duly handed 
over to Berthe 
and Esther (in 
cash) - in a 
brown paper 
bag!  What an 
impact this will 
have made!  
Mothers Union 
does indeed 
change lives and 
communities.  
Please join us in 

praying for this project and the other life changing work in Rwanda. 
 
"Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and suppli-
cation with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God." 
(Philippians 4:6) 
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OUR CHURCHWARDEN .. is busy as ever! 
 
Since last writing things have been slightly quieter – but as usual the grass con-
tinues to grow, and as I look at the rain today (13

th
 May) and the forecast for the 

week ahead – heavy rain interspersed with warm sunshine – I fear that it is, and 
will continue to gain on me – so I really could do with some help please. 
 
Having said that, the Bereavement Group has organised a couple of gardening 
sessions at the end of the month, and if we are lucky with the weather we might 
be able to get the Garden of Remembrance looking its best for Pentecost when 
Rev Paul is hoping to stage part of the service 
outside.  Having moaned - I’d like to say a big 
thank you to Abe Williams for his help in trim-
ming the Box hedges – that’s a big job with a 
small electric hedge trimmer – but he’s got a 
big petrol one – so thanks Abe. 
 
A couple of weeks ago Angela G and I met, to 
use up some of her stock of ‘Roundup’ weed 
killer, in the hope of getting rid of the weeds in 
the brick pathway ... 
 
..but after 10 days or so they looked as if we’d 
put down fertiliser instead.  So yesterday I 
spent some time with the jet washer which 
cleared a lot; but unfortunately I ran out of 
hosepipe, so couldn’t complete the job.  I’ll 
have to see if I can locate another 10 or 20 
metres somewhere so that this very messy 
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A LITTLE STORY …   (to make you smile) 
 
Lee had just passed his driving test and started pleading with his fa-
ther to use the family car.  ‘I’ll make a deal with you,’ said dad.  ‘If 
you pass your A-levels, read your Bible every day and get your hair 
cut, I’ll let you use the car.’  It seemed like a reasonable offer, so Lee 
agreed. 
  
Later that summer they had another discussion.  ‘I’ve just had the 
news that I’ve passed my exams, and I’ve been reading the Bible 
without fail.  Can I borrow the car on Saturday?’ 
  
‘But you haven’t had your hair cut,’ said dad. 
  
‘The thing is,’ said Lee, ‘while I’ve been reading the Bible I’ve noticed 
that Samson had long hair, John the Baptist had long hair, and I’m 
pretty sure that Jesus had long hair too.’ 
  
‘Indeed!  Did you also notice that they walked everywhere?’  

….from Southwark Discipleship News 
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job can be done before the Bereavement Group arrives.  The last time we met I 
made a bit of a mess of Gill Thaxter’s belongings – sorry Gill - so it really is a job 
that needs doing when there is no-one around. 
 
Anyway – so far so good 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                          

 
 
 
Elsewhere in the churchyard during one of the dry spells, I was round the back – 
outside the Parish Office – when the mower whipped dry old moss and grass up 
to reveal this grave dating from 1909 
 
 
 
 

 
As I’ve said many times before 
there is so much history here – I 
wonder what could be revealed if 
we got the Time Team in with 
their ‘geophys’ machine to show 
what was under the surface. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

During lockdown readers will be aware that the Old Church has 
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seen very little use, but as restrictions begin to be relaxed we will – I am sure – 
be back in there soon; so a check of the lights by Rev Paul found that a number 
of the flood and spot lights had failed.  Our electrical contractors attended yester-
day (12

th
 May) with a view to replacing them all with dimmable LEDs.  We’ve 

done a similar exercise in the main church, since which time none of those chan-
delier bulbs have failed – whereas before they were always going, and with call-
outs at £90 a time they were a luxury we could not afford.  Later – just had the 
quote in - £7,878.00.  I’m thinking that our hardworking Parish Treasurer might 
have a seizure when she sees this, so perhaps a rethink will be required! 
 
 
 

Back to more practical 
matters - we have all been 
looking forward to Pente-
cost on Sunday 23

rd
 May.  

So our friends in the Be-
reavement Group organ-
ised a churchyard working 
party for Saturday and de-
spite the weather threat-
ening us with all sorts (see 
this poor tree in Grange 
Park), we had a very suc-
cessful morning.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The group worked extraordinarily hard 
to produce enough garden rubbish to 
fill all the bags (below) not covered by 
the blue tarpaulin. 

 
 

These will all be cleared by our 
grounds contractors over the next few 
days; so a massive big St John’s 
“Thank you” to Patricia, Angela E, Syl-
via and Graham, Vivien, Hazel, and of 
course our new Churchwarden Gill for 
a job well done. 
 

              
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

In closing, 
most of our 
readers will 
have heard how 
Pentecost in the 
Garden went, to say 
nothing of the lovely 
drinks and cake after-
wards; so thank you Paul, Nicy, Sue and our singers – and of course the 
weather gods who gave us sunshine and a robin who sang his heart out during 
the service – a lovely day that will be remembered by us all. 
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And finally we have three wonderful offers for you 
 

 A stock of new incandescent light bulbs  
 A pair of practically new undamaged kitchen cabi-

nets that were replaced after the flood.  Pur-
chased from Wickes for £350 they must be of use 
to someone  

 A scaffold tower (high enough to paint a two sto-
rey building) which can be borrowed. 

 
All of the above are available in exchange for a donation 
to church funds – do please let me know.  
Tony Tucker 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 

Clerk to the Governors      
Required from September 2021 

 
A highly motivated and efficient Clerk to the Governors is required as soon 
as possible.  The successful candidate will have excellent organisational and 
administrative skills & be able to communicate effectively.  Duties to include 
preparing and circulating agendas, taking minutes, record keeping for the 
Governing Board, handling correspondence and dealing with sensitive and 
confidential issues.  Attendance will be required at Full Governing Board and 
Committee Meetings (approximately 5 per term), which start at 6pm–usually 
on a Wednesday evening.  Access to the internet is essential & candidates 
should have good IT skills.  The clerk will be paid in the region of £17 per 
hour for 6 hours a week during term time or clerking service proposals will 
also be considered.   
 
It is important that the post is filled by someone who is in sympathy with and 
supports the Christian ethos of the School.  
 
The School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of 
young people and the successful applicant will be required to undertake a 
DBS (Disclosure and Barring Service) check.  
 
Job description and person specification is available from the school office 
patoheadteacher@archten.croydon.sch.uk and on the website 
www.archten.croydon.sch.uk   
 
Applications should be sent by email to Mr Richard Mash, Chair of Gover-
nors. Archbishop Tenison’s School, richard@mashes.co.uk   
 

Deadline for applications is 10am on Friday 11thJune 2021  
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A LOVELY SURPRISE! 
 
A very wet and windy Friday morning at the end of 
March and I was on my way to the Church office walk-
ing along Coulsdon Road beside the Grange Park 
hedge.  The daffodils were being battered by the weath-
er and I walked past a  broken off stem with a tight bud 
lying, dirt bespattered, on the pavement.  Then I thought 
if I left it there it would just get trodden into the ground, 
so went back a few steps and picked it up.  Having 
rinsed it under the tap, I popped it in a glass on the of-
fice desk.  Imagine what a lovely surprise I had when I 
arrived in the office on Monday morning and saw this!  It struck me that if we al-
ways treat people with a little kindness what amazing rewards for all of us!  

      
Young people, drugs and alcohol –  
what every churchgoing parent and care-giver needs to know  
Booking is now open for this webinar presented by Southwark Diocese in part-
nership with the local drugs awareness charity the Daniel Spargo Mabbs Foun-
dation.  It is about the levels of young people’s exposure to drugs and alcohol; 

what children and adults in Christian families (or any 
families) need to know about the risks; the brain develop-
ment and other factors that affect young people’s deci-
sions; how to have effective conversations with your child 
and practical suggestions for what you can do to support 
them to stay safe.  The DSM Foundation was set up by 
Southwark churchgoers Fiona and Tim Spargo-Mabbs in 
2014 after the tragic death of their 16-year-old son Dan 

as a result of taking ecstasy (www.dsmfoundation.org.uk).  The session will be 
led by Fiona Spargo-Mabbs and drugs educator Ruth James.   

Wednesday 30 June, 7.30-9.00pm, Zoom, FREE  To book your place, 
register at:  https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_DA0YjUp2SQi4DGwkThvJKQ 
  

 
THE PARISH CHURCH OF OLD COULSDON   

CLERGY  The Rector,  Rev. Paul Roberts, 
      The Rectory, Coulsdon Road, Old Coulsdon     01737  552152 
             (not available on Mondays)  
      The Rev. Sue Thomas       020 8406 9300 
     (available Thursdays & Sundays) READER: 
   Christine McCutchion       01737  553681 
WARDENS 
   Tony Tucker         01737  555590 
   Gill Thaxter 
TREASURER 
   Lynn Howell         01737  551652 
 
PARISH OFFICE:  Monday-Friday   9.30 a.m. - 12 noon  
                          Email     stjohns@coulsdon.net     Phone:  01737 552461          

20 

http://www.dsmfoundation.org.uk
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_DA0YjUp2SQi4DGwkThvJKQ


 
 
 

We are grateful to all those who support St. John’s by plac-
ing their advertisements in this magazine.   If you would 
like to advertise your company or services here please con-
tact the Parish Office at stjohns@coulsdon.net or call 01737 
552461. 
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www.oasisacademybyron.org

Oasis Academy Byron 020 8668 4877     Byron Children’s Centre 020 8763 6285     Mulberry Bush 020 8660 4180

WELCOME TO OASIS BYRON PART OF THE OASIS COULSDON HUB

ON THE OASIS ACADEMY BYRON SITE WE OFFER THE COMPLETE PACKAGE OF HIGH QUALITY  

EDUCATION AND CHILDCARE IN A FULLY INCLUSIVE AND WELCOMING ENVIRONMENT

FOR FAMILIES FROM PREGNANCY TO 11 YEARS
BYRON CHILDREN’S CENTRE HAS A WIDE RANGE OF HEALTH AND EARLY YEARS ACTIVITES FOR EXPECTANT MOTHERS AND FAMILIES WITH 

UNDER 5’S
THE MULBERRY BUSH OFFERS HIGH QUALITY CHILDCARE FOR CHILDREN AGED 2 – 11 INCLUDING FREE SESSIONS FOR 2 -4 YEAR OLDS 

8.00-6.00               48 WEEKS A YEAR

OASIS ACADEMY BYRON OFFERS PRIMARY EDUCTION FOR CHILDREN FROM RECEPTION TO YEAR 6 ON A FANATASTIC GREEN AND SECURE 
SITE

PLEASE LOOK AT THE WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION OR CALL THE NUMBERS TO ARRANGE A VISIT 

Graded ‘Outstanding in all areas’ by Ofsted—Oct. 2018 
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1 Norfolk House, Wellesley Road, Croydon, CR0 1LH 

 



 


