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    2—Saturday 
    10.00 a.m.  Gardening Morning in Garden of Remembrance  (to 12.00) 
    12.00 noon  Old Coulsdon Village Fair, Grange Park 
     2.00 p.m.  Cream Teas, in the Church   
 
   3—THE THIRD SUNDAY after TRINITY 
     8.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 
      9.30 a.m.  Parish Communion, in Church  (and live-streamed    
          on Facebook/ through church website) 
    11.30 a.m..  Baptism Service, in Church 
   5—Tuesday 
     9.45 a.m.  Holy Communion, MU, in the Old Church 
     7.30 p.m.  ‘Kintsugi Evening’, with Rev. Linda Fletcher, in the Church 
   6—Wednesday 
     7.30 p.m.  Life Group meets, in the Old Church 
   7—Thursday 
    11.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 
   9—Saturday   
     7.30 p.m.  Downland Chorale Summer Concert, at St. John’s    
               

  10—FOURTH SUNDAY after TRINITY 
      9.30 a.m.  Parish Communion, in Church  (and live-     
       streamed on Facebook/through church website) 
    11.15 a.m.  Family Service, in Church 
  13—Wednesday 
    10.30 a.m.  House Group Leaders meet, in the Old Church 
  14—Thursday 
    11.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 
         16—Saturday 
    10.00 a.m.  Baptism Preparation, in the Church 
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  17—FIFTH SUNDAY after TRINITY 
    8.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 
    9.30 a.m.  Worship Together, in Church 
       11.00 a.m..  Baptism Service, in Church 
  19—Tuesday 
     9.45 for 10.00 a.m. Pram Service for Babies, Toddlers & Pre- 
           schoolers, In Church 
  21—Thursday 
    11.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 
  22—Friday 
     9.30 a.m.  Coulsdon CE School End-of-Term Service, in Church 
    

  24—SIXTH SUNDAY after TRINITY 
      9.30 a.m.  Parish Communion, in Church  (and live-streamed    
          on Facebook/ through church website) 
    11.15 a.m.   Family Service, in Church 
  27—Wednesday 
     2.00 p.m.  Pray, Knit & Chat, in the Church 
  28—Thursday 
    11.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 
 

  31—SEVENTH SUNDAY after TRINITY 
      9.30 a.m.  Parish Communion, in Church  (and live-streamed    
          on Facebook/ through church website) 
  
 
 
  
   
    2—Tuesday 
     9.45 a.m.  Holy Communion, MU, in the Old Church 
   4—Thursday 
    11.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 
   5—Friday 
    12.30 p.m.  Wedding:  Matthew Alderman & Kirsty Barr 
   6—Saturday 
    10.00 a.m.  Gardening Morning in Garden of Remembrance  (to 12.00) 

     
   7—EIGHTH SUNDAY after TRINITY 
     8.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 
      9.30 a.m.  Parish Communion, in Church  (and live-streamed    
          on Facebook/ through church website) 
  11—Thursday 
    11.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 
  13—Saturday   
     1.30 p.m.  Wedding:  Dominic Kiew-Smith & Florence Swanborough 
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  14—NINTH SUNDAY after TRINITY 
     9.30 a.m.  Parish Communion, in Church  (and live-     
       streamed on Facebook/through church website) 
    11.15 a.m.  Family Service, in Church 
  18—Thursday 
    11.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 
        

  21—TENTH SUNDAY after TRINITY 
     8.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 
      9.30 a.m.  Parish Communion, in Church  (and live-streamed    
          on Facebook/ through church website) 
  24—Wednesday 
     2.00 p.m.  Pray, Knit & Chat  (to be confirmed) 
  25—Thursday 
    11.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 
        

  28—ELEVENTH SUNDAY after TRINITY 
      9.30 a.m.  Parish Communion, in Church  (and live-streamed    
          on Facebook/ through church website) 
    11.15 a.m.  Family Service, in Church 

 
 
 

 
   1—Thursday 
    11.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 
   3—Saturday 
    10.00 a.m.  Gardening Morning in Garden of Remembrance  (to 12.00) 
     
   4—TWELFTH SUNDAY after TRINITY 
     8.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 
      9.30 a.m.  Parish Communion, in Church  (and live-streamed    
          on Facebook/ through church website) 
    11.30 a.m..  Baptism Service, in Church 
   6—Tuesday 
     9.45 a.m.  Holy Communion, MU, in the Old Church 
   

 
 

WHEREVER YOU ARE YOU CAN STILL 
JOIN US ONLINE FOR SOME SERVICES 

 
Follow the Parish Communion services, etc. online 
live as they’re streamed from the Church on Face-
book via our website at www.stjohns.coulsdon.net   

(or watch later)  Contact the Parish Office on 
01737 552461 or at stjohns@coulsdon.net   

if you need any help with this.     
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HOPE 
 
 

Dear Friends 
 
‘ 
The times we are living through are making many people anxious and de-
pressed.  We have rising inflation, industrial unrest, the war in Ukraine, an inter-
national refugee crisis, and political leaders who seem to have forgotten basic 
values of honesty, integrity and decency.  This is not a modern phenomenon; 
life has always had its troubles and uncertainties.  But what gives us resilience 
to cope with these difficulties is hope. 
 
Hope is about looking forward to a better future in a way that gives us confi-
dence and courage for today.  St Paul writes to the Romans about Abraham be-
lieving in hope for many descendants, and that hope kept him going for 25 
years until the promise of a son was fulfilled.  ‘Hope does not disappoint us’, he 
wrote. 
 
‘No one who hopes in you will be put to shame,’ the psalmist writes. ‘I hope in 
you all day long.’  
 

‘I will hope in your name…I will hope in your word,’ the 
psalmist says.  Hope needs to be grounded in some-
thing or someone we can trust, and we can trust the 
name of God – God who is faithful to his promises, 
and we can trust in his word that never passes away. 
 
‘Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in pray-
er,’ Paul wrote.  Hope gives us the resilience we need 
to be patient in affliction, and faithfulness in prayer is 
what connects us day by day to the God of hope.  So 
this is my prayer for us all at this time, echoing the 
words of St Paul: May the God of hope fill you with 

all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may over-
flow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
With all good wishes 
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Coming up in July  ... 
 

GARDEN IN NEED OF SOME TLC 
 
There’s always work to be done in the Garden of 
Remembrance in the churchyard—and even though 
it’s Village Fair day some of the small group that 
meets each month on the first Saturday morning 

will be there as usual on Saturday 2nd July as 
well as 6

th
 August and 3

rd 
September helping to 

keep it neat and tidy.  They would love to have 
some more help so if you could spare some time—

even just a little -between 10.00 & 12.00 they’d be delighted if 
you could join them—with secateurs, etc. if possible.  Call Gill on 01737 553596 
if you’d like to know more - or just come along. 

   
TREAT YOURSELF … 
 

… to a delicious cream tea in the 
Church during the afternoon of the Old 
Coulsdon Village Fair on Saturday 2

nd
 

July.  If you don’t fancy a cream tea 
you’ll surely be tempted by some tasty 
homemade cake—and there’s always a 
wonderful selection to choose from—
washed down with a cup of hot, fresh 
tea or coffee.  Children can indulge in 
the small cakes and some squash. 
 
The Village Fair in Grange Park  
[12.00—4.30] is a wonderful event 
which has grown over the years ena-
bling many local groups and charities to 
raise funds and offering a wide range of 
entertainment.  But when you’ve had 
enough of the noise and bustle on the 
field be sure to come over to the church 
for some rest, relaxation and tasty 
treats! 
  

THE SUMMER BOOK STALL will also BE THERE!   
Thank you to everyone who’s brought books to 
the church to stock our summer book stall.  
There’s a good range of books —from novels ga-
lore including plenty of ’murder mysteries’, clas-
sics, poetry, cookery books, history, travel, biog-
raphies, etc. and some lovely children’s books.  
So come and browse before or after your tea and 
maybe take home a good summer read.    
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A Taster of a Kintsugi Hope Course  

Tuesday 5
th

 July, 7:30-9.00pm.  

St John the Evangelist, Canons Hill, Old Coulson, CR5 1HA  
 
Kintsugi Hope Groups are run by and through the lo-
cal church with an attitude of humility – not to judge, 
fix or rescue, but to come alongside and love one 
another.  We are all broken in some ways and we 
can all learn from each other.  Kintsugi Hope was 
founded by Diane and Patrick Regan OBE.  
 
“Kintsugi Hope is not just a charity.  We have a vi-

sion of starting a movement of Kintsugi Hope Wellbeing Groups where 
people can experience:  
 

 Safety and support where there is no shame and embarrassment  
       in struggling  
 An increase in self-worth, confidence and wellbeing  
 A deeper understanding of the reality of God's love for them  
 Clear pathways to receive additional support if needed.”      
       (www.kintsugihope.com)  
 

If you would like to find out more about Kintsugi Hope Wellbe-
ing Groups, do come along for this taster evening which will be 
run by Rev Linda Fletcher (formerly a Curate at St. John’s) who 
is the Parish Ministry Development Officer for the Croydon 
Episcopal Area, as well as a volunteer Kintsugi Hope Ambas-
sador.   To register or for more information email revlindafletch-
er@live.co.uk   Do also get in touch if this evening doesn’t 
work for you but you’d like more information.   [If you’re 
not able to contact Linda by email but are interested contact 
the Parish Office on 01737 552461.]  

 
 
 Exercise daily. Walk with the Lord. 
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This may be a quiet month when it 
seems that nothing much is hap-
pening but we have all our regular 
Sunday services—except Worship 
Together on the third Sunday which 
is replaced with Parish Communion   
- Holy Communion every Thursday 

morning, the Mothers’ Union Communion Service, the Gar-
den of Remembrance gardening group is meeting, as is the 
regular ’fourth Wednesday’ Pray, Knit & Chat group—all 
events at which you would be very welcome (see the calen-
dar at the front) - and most of which include or are followed 
by tea, coffee and chat … and sometimes cake!  So if it 
feels as if everyone else has gone away, and you maybe 
feel you could do with some company, come and join us—
we’d love to see you. 

   
 

 
 

 

 
 
SATURDAY 24 SEPTEMBER  

Croydon Male Voice Choir will 
be bringing another lively concert 
to St. John’s.  Their website tells 
us:  ‘The choir has been sing-
ing for more than 40 years.  
From modest beginnings, 
when we advertised for re-
cruits in newsagents' shop-
windows, we have grown to our 
current strength  of almost 70 
members.  We sing at a variety of 
venues, from local halls and churches to 
the Royal Festival Hall.  We have a rich and di-
verse repertoire, including British and American folk songs, hit numbers from the 
great musicals, resounding English and Welsh hymns, American spirituals, classi-
cal pieces from opera, and great set pieces such as the Hallelujah Chorus.’  Pop a 
note in your diary now, so you don’t miss what promises to be a very enjoyable 
evening as well as raising funds for St. John’s. 



 
This popular very special Saturday 
morning Café Concert returns with 
unlimited tea, filter coffee and home-
made cakes, music, poetry and an Art 
Exhibition to enjoy.  Another date to 
pop in your diary now.   
 
Tickets at just £5 each (what a bar-
gain!) will be available from the 
Church Office (01737 552461) or at 
stjohns@coulsdon.net from the mid-
dle of August. 
 
Surely, there couldn’t be a better way 
to spend a Saturday morning! 

 
 
 
Rev’d Sue Thomas writes…  
 

‘Party on the Path’ 
 
Great fun!  The church was stunning in the sunshine: flower beds, lovingly tended, 
and grass cut by the team were the backdrop setting for this ‘Party on the 
Path’!  Cakes, activities, joy and laughter. 

Church at its best.  Imagine missing this.  No Party.  No church family.  No 
church.  No worship.  No choice.  That’s the reality for many who are forced to 
stop meeting.  That goes for Christians, and those of other faiths, and those with-
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out any belief.  Freedom to believe or not to believe is a fundamental Human 
Right.  If it’s missing, that country is not 
safe to live in. 
 
‘Party on the Path’ had activities to 
highlight what it would be like to have 
no freedom:  what if your ‘Cross' of 
twigs and wool was snatched from you 
by the authorities?  Of if you heard they 
were on their way, you had to unwrap 
your ‘woody cross’, as Mojtaba, former-
ly of a prison in Iran, calls them.  He 

was taken away for running a house 
church, but inside prison, he found a 
new place to share his faith.   
 
Being disallowed from doing just what 
he did: meeting together, being free to 
choose to come to church, being free to 
believe in Jesus - or not, is the reality of 
over 360 million Christians globally. 
 
We have freedom to come to church 

when we choose.  We have freedom to 
believe in Jesus - or not.  We can sing 
songs if we want to.   

For those who are not free, this Interna-
tional Ministerial Conference on 5-6th 
July will bring together 36 countries to 
address is-
sues of per-
secution for 
all faiths and 
none.   
 
Please pray 
for this im-

portant gathering, that those without a voice will have 
a strong vibrant voice globally through the delegates 
of this Conference. 
 
Tony Tucker and Christine McCutchion will be attend-
ing the Fringe Event Programme on this and we look 
forward to hearing about that. 
 
Meantime, here are more photos of a fantastic 
event.  Thank you to everyone who made this so en-
joyable and gave those Persecuted a time to be 
heard. 
 
Bead bracelets used to pray the Lord’s Prayer, a sec-
tion prayed for each bead.  One way of those perse-



cuted to avoid being 
seen worshipping.   
 
PHOTOS BELOW ..  
Carole Russell with 
Dave Newland talk-
ing about the World 
Watch List from 
Open Doors UK. 
The Top 50 countries 
are listed on this 
map.  Red indicates 

high levels of persecu-
tion.  The fishing net was to 
tie ribbons on as prayer was 
said for one country. 
 
                   ~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Veronica Caddick, Mary Ba-
laam, and Miriam Locke 
with  Darius and his children 
making clay fish - a Christian 
symbol.  A secret sign can 

help other secret Christians 
find each other without get-
ting found out by oppres-
sive authorities. 
        ~~~~~~~~ 
Charlotte Best explaining 
how painted stones with 
words like Love, Peace, 

Joy, Patience, Kindness, Goodness, 
Faithfulness, Gentleness, and Self-
Control are all words from Galatians 
5:22-23 that encourage those perse-
cuted and demonstrate what is need-
ed by oppressive regimes.  
                   ~~~~~~~ 
Christine McCutchion had her own 
personal story to share of a friend in 
China who cannot pray for her own 
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friend.  When that person sends an e-mail, wanting to pray, she has to write not ‘ I 
will pray for you,’ but ‘I will talk to our father, ok?’  The internet is monitored and so 
is their freedom.   
         ~~~~~~~ 
These decorated Scallop 
Shells are a Christian sym-
bol and a prayer or scripture 
was attached to the tag tied 
on through a hole, as this 
story was told. 
 
Each table had lots of col-
ourful Question Cards on 

them to open up dis-
cussion on Freedom 
of Religion or Belief 
and the persecution 
of Christians too. 
There was a ‘Pass-
port’ Book for children 
from Open Doors UK 
with stickers on each 
table so that they 
could hear about chil-

dren just like themselves who cannot have ‘Parties on Church Paths’ like they can. 
 
One person said, ‘I’d love this to happen every year’.  Another said, ‘I can help 
with Craft Activities too!’  Another couple said, ‘I am telling my Uncle about 
this.  He is really into FoRB (Freedom of Religion or Belief)’.  Sharing stories mat-
ters so that people of influence can make a difference, for it is important to uphold 
Freedom of Religion or Belief for all, for without it none of us will be able to live, 
work, and travel with full freedom in the world. 
 
If you’d like to find out more, please see Open Doors UK’s website.  Perhaps look 
up the Top Ten countries for persecution of Christians in the World Watch List: 

opendoorsuk.org              Sue   

                                                               

Surrey Churches Preservation Trust  
This year the Ride and Stride is on Saturday 10 September. 
Cyclists and walkers get sponsorship for visiting as many churches 
as possible on the day.  Half the money raised is for their own 
church and half for the Trust, which gives grants for restoration and 
repair to  churches in Surrey.  If you would like to find out more 
about taking part, please contact Angela Gillman (01737 552040).  I will be asking for 
sponsorship nearer the day.  St John's has had 2 grants from the Trust in the past. 

http://opendoorsuk.org


PRAM SERVICE ~ All babies & toddlers very welcome! 
 
Pram Service is a time of praise and fun on the third Tues-
day of each month specially for babies, toddlers and pre-
schoolers and their mums, dads, grandparents or whoever 
is with them on a Tuesday morning.  This month we’d love 

to welcome you on Tuesday 19 July at 9.45 for a 10.00 
a.m. start in the Church—for popular rhymes (chosen by the 
little ones), action choruses, an interactive story, activity, 
birthday celebrations and musical instruments – and stay 
for refreshments afterwards while we chat and play.    
 
In June we had bubbles, lots of them, and it was good fun 
chasing them and trying to catch them.  We also ‘danced’ 
like leaves in the wind.  In this way we learnt a little about 
Pentecost when the Holy Spirit came to Jesus’ disciples as 
a wind that filled them with joy and exhilaration.      
 
We’d love to see you and your little one(s) on the 19

th
—

Pram Service takes a break in August—so catch us while 
you can – come on your own or bring a friend—and in case 
you’re worried, no baby or toddler is too noisy or active for 
Pram Service.  f you’d like to find out more first, call me on 
01737 552461 or email at stjohns@coulsdon.net.       Wendy B. 

 
 
.     
MOTHERS' UNION - Transformation - Now! - our theme for 2022 
 
JULY/AUGUST focus:  Family and relationships: MU vision & mission    

Mothers' Union is a Christian organisation that has been sup-
porting families worldwide for over 140 years.  Started by our 
founder Mary Sumner in 1876 in her local parish, we have 
grown into an international charity with over 4 million members 
in 84 countries.  We demonstrate our faith in action.  This hap-
pens as we work towards stopping poverty, stopping inequality, 
and stopping injustice.  Our members work at grassroots level 
around the world—and bring hope and practical support to mil-

lions of people every year through parenting, literacy and community develop-
ment programmes. 
 

Our prayer is that we can: 
Transform ourselves, personally and spiritually, to live out our faith 
Transform the churches and communities we work with, and of which 
we are a part, to reflect Christ's kingdom 
Transform Mothers' Union to be relevant for 21st century life. 

"For with God nothing shall be impossible" - Luke 1:37 
 

THE JUBILEE SUMMER OF HOPE APPEAL - thank you  
Our MU Jubilee Summer of Hope Cream Tea was very special this year coincide 
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ing as it did with The Queen's Platinum Jubilee.  Despite the weather, there was 
a good turnout of visitors and generous donations amounted to £320 which was 
divided equally between MU and St John's Church.  Thank you to everyone who 
supported the event in any way. 

 

BRANCH DATES: 
Tuesday 5 July:    
9.45am   Corporate Holy Communion, followed by refreshments  
Wednesday 27 July:    
2.00pm Pray, Knit & Chat in Church - do join us!  All welcome whether 
   you knit or not - delicious cakes, good company and time to 
   remember others in prayer.  
Tuesday 2 August:   
9.45am  Corporate Holy Communion, followed by refreshments  
Wednesday 24 August:  Pray, Knit & Chat - to be confirmed  

 
LOOKING AHEAD:  Date for your diary -  
SATURDAY 1 OCTOBER - CAFE CONCERT - 10-12 in Church (see advert) 
 
FAITH IN ACTION: Encouraging empowerment and equality in the DRC.  
Although women in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) are vital to the 
country's food production, they have had fewer opportunities to go to school and 
have lower literacy levels than men.  This makes it harder for them to secure 
property rights, grow businesses, take part in community decision-making and to 
advocate for their rights.  This leads to disempowerment and inequality, making 
them increasingly vulnerable to Gender-Based Violence (GBV), 
 

In 2020 
MU in the 
DRC start-
ed a pro-
ject to 
tackle GBV 
within 
communi-
ties coun-
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trywide.  Using their community networks they are using a self-help approach to 
improve women's literacy skills.  Through a comprehensive community-led litera-
cy-training programme, which includes savings, business, and agricultural skills 
running alongside integrated gender training, they hope to achieve economic and 
social empowerment for vulnerable women. 
 
It is expected that 70% of project participants will improve their literacy levels, as 
well as business and agricultural skills.  It is also expected that two thirds will 
have started or are expanding their existing business or agricultural activities. 
(Psalm 103:6  The Lord works righteousness and justice for all the oppressed) 
 

Our monthly prayer: 
God of relationship, we look to your example of how to value the peo-
ple who are part of our lives.  May all our relationships with family, 
friends, community and with the church, flourish and grow and glorify 
Christ.  Amen 

Nicy 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Rev’d Sue Thomas writes…   
 

Meet Olive… 
 
Olive can do vertical takeoffs!  That is worrying as she can 
fly almost as high as the fence that could take her over in-
to next door.  I do not want to be 
chasing after her over there.  Olive 
is the one who has taken charge of 
the other five.  You can see here 
that her lower beak protrudes.  I had 
thought she may not be able to pick 
up her mash, but that’s no problem 
for her.  Her crop gets filled and she 
is bright and alert.  If you don’t know 
what a crop is, it’s like a ‘shopping 
bag’ used to collect the pickings of 
the day and eventually this is digested using a few stones 
of grit that she’s picked up, along with muscle power, to 

break down the food.  So a full crop at bedtime is a good thing.  Olive has that.  

Of Course!  
A Sunday school teacher was encouraging her group to share their 
beliefs about God.  “Who is God, Freddie?” she asked.  Six-year-old 
Freddie furrowed his brow and thought for a moment or two.  Sud-
denly his face brightened and with a smile he said, “I think God is 
the man who saved the Queen”. 
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You can see a round brown disc just behind her eye.  That’s her ear flap.  She also 
has a bald patch on her front: having just come from a caged environment, her 
feathers are a bit all over the place.  She’s missing a few, but I can see new feather
-spikes of growth coming through.  She may look slight, but she rules - even the 
Organic Rescues, like Phoebe here, confronted by Olive, back away!  These three 
new ones (Muffin, Olive, and Peony  - left to right) have settled in really well. 
  

They are super friendly and come straight into the kitchen, uninvited.  I even 
caught them finishing up the cat’s food and that is unfair so they are shooshed out 
to sunbathe and do their dust-bathing elsewhere.  They are a happy little flock and 
give great joy.  Seeing this microcosm of happiness reflects the joy that we can find 
in God’s creation.  Check out your own garden birds for this joy.  
Sue                          PS Thank you to whoever gave me the hen book - Great fun!  

 

 
HOLIDAY FUN? 
 
What to do in the school holi-
day?  Help is on your doorstep.  
Don’t forget there’s putting and 
bowling at the bottom of Marlpit 
Lane—open to all on Wed-Sun 
2-5 pm and at £2 per child /£3-
£4 adult an inexpensive outing.  
Take a picnic, enjoy the Memo-
rial Park with its playground and 
exercise equipment—and 
there’s at least one day of the 
holiday taken care of!   
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‘NOT THE CHURCHWARDEN’S NOTES! 
 
Well that’s that then – no longer a churchwarden, but still very much a member of 
the church family here at St John’s.  Thank you all for your support over the last 
twelve years; things might have been very different if our congregation had 
shown less trust than they do in those that represent them on the PCC. 
 
Someone recently asked Enid what I would do with all my spare time, and she 
replied “oh I daresay he’ll carry on with his hobby – restoring our son’s old motor-
bikes”.  Well yes that has floated closer to the surface of ‘things to do’, but our 
daughter is moving house and has called on us to do a few things before she 
goes.  Pretty basic stuff really – apart from one cry for help which went like this; 
“Dad – how do I get my cello out of the attic?  It went in but I can’t get it out.”  
“Did it go in before or after the installation of the loft ladder?” I asked.  “Errrr – it 
might have been before!!”  So we dismantled part of said ladder, and out it slid.  
 
Then there are the bikes: you know about the dirt bike and have seen a picture of 
me riding it round the garden.  The next one though is a completely different ket-
tle of fish.  It’s a Suzuki GSX R750 dating from 1986, and in its day was rightly 
known as a superbike, and it certainly performed 
on one occasion when I was asked to ride it over 
to Tunbridge Wells for an MOT.  But since then it 
has lain idle and unloved; which is a shame.  An-
yway here she is:- 

 
She certainly looked lovely, but as soon as I got 
the spanners out, the problems made them-
selves known.  I won’t go into too much detail but 
suffice to say that it has cost me a few shillings to 
date and there’s more to come, but hey ho – I am 
retired! 
 
I mentioned our daughter’s plans, and Enid spent 
a few days over in Chelmsford recently which al-
lowed me some free time to get on with my 
‘hobby’!  Years ago someone gave us a fresh 
salmon, and not having a fish kettle I cooked it 
(well-wrapped in foil) in the dishwasher.  As she was away I thought “ah ha” I 

should be able to get 
some of the bike parts 
cleaned up using the 
same method.  So in dis-
mantling the hydraulic 
clutch slave cylinder, I 
had to take off this 
sprocket cover (some of 
our readers’ eyes glaze 
over here) which was a 
bit gungy inside, but hav-
ing scraped off most of 
the muck, a hot wash 
produced this change. 



Not bad, but please don’t let ‘head office’ know!! 
 
As we stand, I’m still hovering around the edges of a churchwarden’s duties, but 
my performance and whether I can continue in any kind of consultancy role is still 
being assessed by my worthy successors.  If I should pass muster, there’s a 
chance that I may find myself involved to a greater or lesser extent in the spire 
restoration! 
 
In an earlier article I mentioned the need for an engineer’s report on the structur-
al integrity of the internal timbers, and this has now been received, along with 
several photographs. 

 
         
 

            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Of particular interest are the big 12”x12” timbers running from top to bottom of 
the spire, and the way in which the broach (where roofs off the four sided tower, 
transform in to an eight sided spire top) is formed.  I had always thought that the 
tower was built around 1400, and that the spire was added about 100 years later.  
However, Ralph found a photograph of a watercolour in the Sharpe Collection 
dated 1798 that shows something rather different. (see overleaf) 

 
The structural engineer reckoned that the big timbers were much older than 
C19th, so we’re thinking they could be the ones supporting this spindly spire (an 
idea which would be backed up by the old C15th timbers we found in the floor of 
the ringing chamber), but sadly without paying for dendrochronolgical analysis 
we will never know for sure. 
 
Assuming proposals for stabilising the internal structure are passed – these will 
include scaffolding inside the bell chamber itself, and stainless steel brackets be-
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ing bolted through the wood; we would 
then be looking to replace all the old cedar 
shingles on the outside of the spire with ei-
ther new cedar, or oak.  The latter of 
course would cost more, but as custodians 
of this piece of English heritage, I don’t 
think this should be a deciding factor.  If we 
use oak then we couldn’t incorporate the 
lead roll at the junction of the spire with the 
broach, because according to the guide to 
conservation roofing, the run-off from oak 
shingles would contain tannic acid, which 
would eat in to the lead.  With cedar shin-
gles this would not be a problem.  Howev-
er, oak will always outlast cedar, and hav-
ing been shown pictures of an oak clad 
spire in the Guildford area, it would look 
beautiful, and I would be supporting the 

use of this material.  Any decision of course would have to be made by the PCC 
and approved at Diocesan level through the Faculty process. 
 
We are not yet in a position to consider costs, but they are likely to be substantial 
– mainly due to the scaffolding – and whilst St John’s should be able to make a 
very significant contribution, we will need to embark on a concentrated fundrais-
ing campaign for which we will need a dedicated leader.  If you dear readers 
would be interested, or know someone who could take it on, please let Rev Paul 
know or one of the churchwardens. 
 
Phew – this has all got a bit heavy so to lighten things up, have a look at what we 
woke up to this morning – fox cubs playing ‘on’ our pond (fortunately covered by 
netting) 

 
          

 
 
 
 

 
watched over by ‘Mum’  
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Those at a service last Sunday 12
th
 June will have heard Rev Sue mention that 

Christine McCutchion and I have been asked to represent Southwark Diocese at 
a two day Fringe event running alongside the International Ministerial Confer-
ence of Freedom of Religion or Belief *International Ministerial Conference on 
Freedom of Religion or Belief: London 2022 - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) at the 
Queen Elizabeth II Centre on the South Bank in early July.  As you know, her 
work for persecuted Christians around the world has been recognised at the For-
eign & Commonwealth Office, and she was asked to be the Southwark Diocese 
representative on this important body.  The Conference is being hosted by the 
UK Government and will be bringing together representatives from 36 countries 
committed to advancing Article 18 of the Universal Declaration for Human Rights 
*https://www.un.org/en/about-us/universal-declaration-of-human-rights  
Obviously we are honoured to have received these invitations and will report 
back in due course – the next parish magazine perhaps. 
 
……………………… and finally, Enid and I have just enjoyed a most wonderful 
treat when invited to Southwark Cathedral by very good friends to hear Gold-
smiths Chamber Choir sing unaccompanied vocal music from across the centu-
ries.  What a fabulous afternoon, with the most beautiful singing by the eleven 
young women led by their musical director Jamie Sperling.  Afterwards seven of 
us passed by the rather grubby looking Borough Market, and went for coffee on 
the 32

nd
 Floor of The Shard and enjoyed being treated like millionaires, before 

heading off to Pizza Express on London Bridge for a few drinks and a meal.  
 
Relief on their faces – but 
they did SO well 
 
A glorious conclusion to 
these ramblings, by some-
one looking forward to the 
official inaugurations of my 
two worthy successors at 
the Archdeacon’s Visitation 
Service at Croydon Minster 
on 22

nd
 June – I wish them 

well and trust they will en-
joy their roles as much as I 

have.                     Tony 
 

 
 

WHAT ARE SUMMER SUNDAY AFTERNOONS FOR? 
 
Why, tea and cake surely!  You can find these at Chaldon Church between 3pm 
and 4.30pm each Sunday   All are welcome to drop in and enjoy a selection of 
home-made cakes.  St Lawrence’s Church, Caterham is al-
so open for afternoon teas every Sunday from 3— 5pm..  Why 
not pop along to enjoy a cup of freshly brewed coffee or tea 
and homemade cake (inc gluten-free) in the garden or inside 
the church at the top of Church Hill, Caterham.  From 10 July 
to end August, there will also be musical entertainment there.   
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THINKING AHEAD....SATURDAY 19 NOVEMBER 2022 
ST JOHN'S CHURCH CHRISTMAS FAIR 

 
It is not too early to 
start thinking about the 

Church Christmas Fair!! 
 

There is much that we 
can all be doing over the 

Summer in preparation 
for this important occa-

sion which will be held in 
church again this year as 
that worked so success-

fully last year. 
 

SO....here are some things that we would love you to do: 
 

 Please put the date in your diary so that you can either make yourself  
  available to help, or simply come and enjoy it yourself. 
 Tell your friends, family and neighbours so they too have the date in  
  their diaries and ask them to pass this information on! 
 If you like to use the quieter summer months to have a sort out at home, 
  please put aside anything that you think would be suitable for  
  any of the stalls : 

    unused gifts, toiletries, children's toys/games/puzzles,  
    bottles of any kind, stationery items; or items suitable  
    for the Grand Raffle. 

 If you love making things, perhaps you could make something for the  
 'homemade stall', perhaps a craft item, or a few jars of preserves? 

 
Whatever you can contribute will be much appreciated, and in September 
we will be making calls for help with setting up, running a stall, making food, 
distributing leaflets etc., but if you already know you can be available please 
let Wendy know in the church office [at stjohns@coulsdon.net  or on 01737 
552461] and she can pass on your details to Claire Taylor or Janice Hollo-
bone.  So, please do give some thought to the Christmas Fair this summer - 
thank you! 

 

 
‘THE PASSION’ at GATTON PARK 
14—23 July 
 
Gatton Community Theatre is a unique Christian communi-
ty theatre company based in the parishes of Merstham & 
Gatton on the North Downs above Reigate and is also one 
of Surrey’s most unusual and innovative theatre 
groups.  Made up of members of different churches from 
all over the Reigate Deanery area and beyond, they are 
staging an exciting, contemporary open air promenade 

22 



production, ‘The Passion’, in the grounds of Gatton Park, Reigate, Surrey, RH2 
0TD at 7.30pm on Thurs. 14 – Sun. 17 and Wed. 20 – Sat. 23 July.   
 
The Passion follows the story of Jesus and his minis-
try, staged at various stunning locations in Gatton 
Park, concluding with the events of Holy Week, the 
Crucifixion and the Resurrection.  Audiences are in-
vited to join this journey, both physically and emotion-
ally, as they travel together with the cast and musi-
cians through Gatton Park as followers of Jesus and 
involved in the events unfolding before them.    
Through this production of The Passion, GCT hopes 
to bring to life the familiar story on which our shared 
faith is based and which we hope will involve, engage 
and inspire as many people as possible.   
 
Tickets: —adult £12, child £8 (under 16), family group (2 adults + 2 chil-
dren) £35—  from www.ticketsource.co.uk/gct or www.gattontheatre.org.uk  or 
tel: 0333 666 3366.  Appropriate footwear for gravel and grass paths should be 
worn.  Seating is not provided—bring your own rugs or folding chairs if required.   
 
 

PURLEY FOOD HUB WRITES .... 
 
’Tinned meat meals, including chicken, ham, hot dogs and meatballs, 
head our list of items most needed in July for local people and their families 
struggling to put food on the table during these difficult times.  Tins of dessert 
fruit and packets of dried instant custard are also highlighted, along with 
small bottles of squash and packets of sweet biscuits.  Unisex deodorant 
and shower gel are this month’s most-wanted toiletry items. 
 
We greatly appreciate people’s continued generosity in kindly responding to 
our monthly appeals amid the cost of living crisis. With your help we have pro-
vided 265,000 meals to clients and their families since 2013, and we will go on 
doing so for as long as we are needed.’  [If you’d like to help by donating some 
items these may be left in the marked box in the church porch.  Thank you.] 
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CHURCH OF OLD COULSDON   
CLERGY  The Rector,  Rev. Paul Roberts, 
      The Rectory, Coulsdon Road, Old Coulsdon     01737  552152 
             (not available on Mondays)  
      The Rev. Sue Thomas       020 8406 9300 
     (available Thursdays & Sundays) READER: 
   Christine McCutchion       01737  553681 
WARDENS 
   Gill Thaxter         01737  553596 
   Ralph Goodwin         
TREASURER 
   Lynn Howell         01737  551652 
 
PARISH OFFICE:  Monday-Friday   9.30 a.m. - 12 noon  
                          Email     stjohns@coulsdon.net     Phone:  01737 552461 

http://www.gattontheatre.org.uk
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We are grateful to all those who support St. John’s by plac-
ing their advertisements in this magazine.   If you would 
like to advertise your company or services here please con-
tact the Parish Office at stjohns@coulsdon.net or call 01737 
552461. 
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www.oasisacademybyron.org

Oasis Academy Byron 020 8668 4877     Byron Children’s Centre 020 8763 6285     Mulberry Bush 020 8660 4180

WELCOME TO OASIS BYRON PART OF THE OASIS COULSDON HUB

ON THE OASIS ACADEMY BYRON SITE WE OFFER THE COMPLETE PACKAGE OF HIGH QUALITY  

EDUCATION AND CHILDCARE IN A FULLY INCLUSIVE AND WELCOMING ENVIRONMENT

FOR FAMILIES FROM PREGNANCY TO 11 YEARS
BYRON CHILDREN’S CENTRE HAS A WIDE RANGE OF HEALTH AND EARLY YEARS ACTIVITES FOR EXPECTANT MOTHERS AND FAMILIES WITH 

UNDER 5’S
THE MULBERRY BUSH OFFERS HIGH QUALITY CHILDCARE FOR CHILDREN AGED 2 – 11 INCLUDING FREE SESSIONS FOR 2 -4 YEAR OLDS 

8.00-6.00               48 WEEKS A YEAR

OASIS ACADEMY BYRON OFFERS PRIMARY EDUCTION FOR CHILDREN FROM RECEPTION TO YEAR 6 ON A FANATASTIC GREEN AND SECURE 
SITE

PLEASE LOOK AT THE WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION OR CALL THE NUMBERS TO ARRANGE A VISIT 

Graded ‘Outstanding in all areas’ by Ofsted—Oct. 2018 



 

27 

1 Norfolk House, Wellesley Road, Croydon, CR0 1LH 

 



 


