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1—Thursday
11.00 a.m.

Holy Communion, in Church

4—THE FIFTH SUNDAY after TRINITY
9.30 a.m.

12.15 p.m.
8—Thursday
11.00 a.m.
10—Saturday
2.30 p.m.

Parish Communion, in Church (and live-streamed
on Facebook/through church website)
Baptism
Holy Communion, in Church
Wedding: Kieron Chatfield & Amy Wyer

11—THE SIXTH SUNDAY after TRINITY
9.30 a.m.

Parish Communion, in Church (and live-streamed
on Facebook/through church website)
Family Service, in Church (and live-streamed on Zoom)

11.00 a.m.
15—Thursday
11.00 a.m. Holy Communion, in Church

18—THE SEVENTH SUNDAY after TRINITY
9.30 a.m.

Parish Communion, in Church (and live-streamed
on Facebook/through church website)
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22—Thursday
11.00 a.m. Holy Communion, in Church

25—THE EIGHTH SUNDAY after TRINITY
9.30 a.m.

Parish Communion, in Church (and live-streamed
on Facebook/through church website)
Family Service, in Church (and live-streamed on Zoom)

11.00 a.m.
29—Thursday
11.00 a.m. Holy Communion, in Church
1.00 p.m. Wedding: Jonathan Pettinger & Emily Browne

1—THE NINTH SUNDAY after TRINITY
9.30 a.m.

5—Thursday
11.00 a.m.

Parish Communion, in Church (and live-streamed
on Facebook/through church website)
Holy Communion, in Church

8—THE TENTH SUNDAY after TRINITY
9.30 a.m.

Parish Communion, in Church (and live-streamed
on Facebook/through church website)
Family Service, in Church

11.00 a.m.
12—Thursday
11.00 a.m. Holy Communion, in Church
14 - Saturday
1.00 p.m. Simon Lawrence & Charlotte Preston

15—THE ELEVENTH SUNDAY after TRINITY
9.30 a.m.

Parish Communion, in Church (and live-streamed
on Facebook/through church website)

19—Thursday
11.00 a.m. Holy Communion, in Church

22—THE TWELFTH SUNDAY after TRINITY
11.00 a.m.

OPEN-AIR SERVICE in the Churchyard
followed by Picnic in the Rectory Garden (see p.17)

26—Thursday
11.00 a.m. Holy Communion, in Church

29—THE THIRTEENTH SUNDAY after TRINITY
9.30 a.m.

Parish Communion, in Church (and live-streamed
on Facebook/through church website)

DEADLINE for the SEPTEMBER EDITION—Wednesday, 18 August
by phone, note or preferably Email to wendy.burton@coulsdon.net
4

HOW TO JOIN SERVICES ONLINE
You can follow the Parish Communion services online
live as they’re streamed from the Church. Go to St.
John’s website at www.stjohns.coulsdon.net, scroll
down to the ’Facebook’ panel below Paul’s introduction on the home page, click on any of the St. John’s
blue headings (and ‘not now’ if you’re asked if you
want to join Facebook) and finally click on the appropriate service. And, if the service times are not convenient for you, the recorded service will be ready
when you are afterwards! Watch live or watch later!
Please contact the Parish Office on 01737 552461 or at
stjohns@coulsdon.net if you want to know more or need any help with
this. If you’d like to join the Family Services in Church please let Paul
know at rev.paul.c.roberts@gmail.com or contact him for your Zoom invitation to join at home..

Dear Friends
It’s been 15 months since the first lockdown of the church on Mothering Sunday
2020. Now we are open and enjoying a degree of normality it’s time to reassess what we want to keep from this time of pandemic, what we want to restore
from before, and what we might do differently.
First of all, we need to express our feelings of loss over this time. Our loss of
fellowship, our loss of expressing our worship in song, our loss of loved ones
without being able to give them a proper farewell. Practically, like most churches, we’ve suffered a loss of income, but thanks to those who faithfully support
us by standing orders we have managed to survive financially. Some have suffered directly from covid-19, some have suffered financially, and many have suffered from the fear, anxiety and stress it has brought.
We’ve learnt new ways of worshipping online; on Sundays we’ve rediscovered
the value of speaking the psalms together; we’ve made more effort to try to stay
connected using the internet, the phone or by letter.
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We’ve had to alter our pattern of services and will be discussing whether or not to revert to the pattern as it was before, or move to something different. I’ve been really
pleased with the way our Thursday congregation has
grown – not just from existing church members but with
people joining us for the first time.
The results of our Mission Action Planning leaflets and
the recent morning together will help to give us a sense
of where our priorities should lie in the months ahead.
We want, by all means, to help people meet Jesus –
that’s our overall aim at St John’s – and we can do that
as we worship together, as we nurture people in the
faith, as we care for people, as we challenge what is
unjust, and as we care for creation.
So whether you are at home during the summer, or
able to go away, I wish you a blessed couple of
months. Pray for one another, pray for the church
and pray for me.
With all good wishes

NEWS SNIPPETS ...
CHILDREN are welcome at the 9.30 Parish Communion service, where

we will continue to offer a short time - about 20 minutes - on their own at
the back of the church with Anne G. and Christine McC. during July. This
gives them an opportunity to engage with the theme of the service in their
own way. These activities will not be available during August—although
the children will still be very welcome—but will resume in September.
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THROUGHOUT THE SUMMER … THE
CHURCH WILL BE OPEN ...and the kettle at
the ready on most Monday, Wednesday and Fri-

day mornings from 10.00-12.00. Pop in for a chat
and a cuppa, or just to sit quietly, or to have a look
around, We’ve had people coming in for all of these
reasons, including a gentleman who’d arrived early for his
Covid ’jab’ at the Congregational Church and saw our
’Church Open’ notice! There’s tea, coffee & biscuits on offer
and always somebody to welcome you. Please spread the word that we’re
looking forward to welcoming anyone who’d like to drop in.

FAMILY SERVICE continues in its present pattern of two Sundays a

month at 11.00 a.m. during July (11 & 25). While Covid restrictions apply
we ask you to book a place for your family, letting us know the names of
those in your group, by contacting Paul at rev.paul.c.roberts@gmail.com.
Adults must wear face masks, and children should not move between family groups. Once restrictions are lifted we will no longer need a booking-in
system, and we will stop the Zoom link at the end of July.. There’ll be just one
Family Service in August (8) as we’re having an Open-Air Service for everyone
at 11.00 on the 22nd. Not to be missed—more information further on...

NO CASH, NO PROBLEM!

We now have a contactless payment device in the Church,
thanks to a grant from the Church
of England. We know that increasingly people are not using cash, so
we are offering this as an alternative for one-off donations. We would actually prefer you to use this if possible, but of
course cash will always be welcome (in gift
-aid envelopes if appropriate)...
You can choose to Gift Aid your card donations, and we will have some paper
forms for you to fill in for that. You can choose other amounts than the ones
shown on the screen. Later, we'll be able to use this for other payments, such as
social events and concerts.
Remember that you can still make online donations via our Donation page:
https://www.stjohns.coulsdon.net/donate

SADLY, NO VILLAGE FAIR NOR CREAM TEAS to look forward to
this month. The Fair has had to be cancelled for the second year running
but we’re told the date has already been set for next year: Sat. 2 July,
2022. Thank you to all who have knitted fish for our church tent outreach.
We will 'freeze' them until next year.– and if you’d like to carry on knitting
them that’s fine—we’ll need ‘shoals’ for next year.
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ANNUAL DONATION LETTERS Following on from the success from
last year of sending our annual 'donation' letters by email, I would like to
think that this is the way forward. This will enable us to be more ecofriendly, as well as reducing St John's expenditure. Please email me, by 9th
July (deadline extended), at treasurerlynn@gmail.com if you are happy to
receive your letter regarding the 2020 - 21 tax year this way. Please note
that I may respond by asking you for your postal address before sending
your letter if I don't recognise your email address.
Anyone who does not wish to, or is unable to, take up this offer will receive a printed letter during July, (unless they opt out by emailing me or phoning me on 01737
551652), and these will be available in church for a few weeks before being posted to you.
Lynn Howell, Parish Treasurer

INTRODUCING … OUR TWO CHURCHWARDENS
On Sunday June 13th I was commissioned, together
with Tony Tucker, as Churchwarden at St John’s
Church.
I would like to thank everyone for their messages of
support and encouragement in what will certainly be a
challenging year ahead. I hope that Tony has plenty
of patience with all the forthcoming questions that will
head his way!!!
As a family, Geoff, Rebecca, Lisa and myself, have
lived in Coulsdon and attended St John’s Church since 1981. Both the girls went
to Coulsdon C. of E. School and then Archbishop Tenisons. Sadly, Lisa died in
1994 followed by Geoff in 2008, but support from our friends in Coulsdon has
been amazing. Rebecca and Matt now live close by and have given me 3 delightful Grandchildren who keep me busy and fit.!!!!!
As I usually attend 8am on Sundays, plus Baptisms and Family Services, please
introduce yourselves if we haven’t met. I look forward to meeting you.
Gill

~~~~~

Tony and his wife have lived in Old Coulsdon for many

years, and became involved with St John’s following one
of the Alpha Courses that are held each year. Tony
spent almost all of his working life in banking, both in the
UK and overseas with the IMF in the Middle East.
For six years he was Parish Treasurer, and having relinquished that role was appointed Churchwarden at the
Annual Meeting of Parishioners in April 2016 and has
been re-elected each year since. As well as in Church,
Tony can often be seen mowing the grass in the churchyard, carrying out a variety of maintenance tasks, and has overseen the refurbish8

ment of the church kitchen, not just once but twice—due to flood damage!
.

~~~~~~

As we welcome Gill, who has valiantly taken on this vital role, and Tony as he continues for another year, it feels right to send a very big thank-you to Anne Dyer for
her work as Churchwarden before she moved away from the parish. Among
many other things it is thanks to Anne’s sterling efforts that St. John’s was wellequipped with all the necessary Covid resources enabling the church to be
opened safely when services restarted. Thank you, Anne.

PLANTS FOR SALE!
Visit Anthea’s garden at 119 Marlpit Lane where
plants galore, including rambling roses, shrubs,
honeysuckle and a variety of perennials, are available to buy in aid of the CCT Lily Pad Appeal raising funds for the new oncology unit in the brand
new paediatric village at Croydon University Hospital. Shop locally to stock up your garden, tubs,
baskets & pots and help Anthea to boost this appeal. [Special marked box for payments—not
through front door please!] Call 01737 554026 for further information.

Bottling Summer fragrance and pleasing the hens!
I love this time of year - the flowers
are out, their fragrance scenting the
garden, with every bloom a work of
art. These Sweet Peas have a
strong scent.
The tiny Elderflower has a powerful
scent too and, at Paul’s suggestion,
I gathered some Elderflower heads

from beside the church path to make cordial. Gathering the heads was the simple bit
until I got home and realised I had to move
fast to make the recipe before they went
brown. Lunch had to wait, even though I
was quite hungry.
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Cordial is simple, just sugar dissolved into water, with some lemon peel and a bit of citric acid, plus the Elderflower heads. In my rush to do
this ‘quick’ recipe I misread the quantity of citric
acid. So I had to make two trips to the chemist
to buy a second box. I put that lack of concentration down to hunger. Thankfully, and unusually, I had the unwaxed lemons they asked for!
With the flower heads swished in clean water,
pushed into the syrup, along with the lemon
peel and citric acid, the cordial was made. 24
hours later I filtered this intense liquid fragrance
into these beautiful bottles - a gift from a good
friend.
Diluted with sparkling water this is the most a
m a z i n g taste of Summer and will last the
rest of the year. I had hoped to sit outside, read
a book and sip a glass or two, but torrential rain
fell. With the sound of rain pounding down, I
felt quite cosy inside and began to appreciate
the view of the garden through the window and God’s abundance: the tall iris
blooms, the orange-red poppies, and blue geraniums. And then this taste of
Summer and the essence of the fragrance of the Elderflower.
The rainfall was tropical in power and decimated the peony
blooms but made the
hens happy!
Here they are enjoying
freedom after the rain.
They really do not enjoy being wet and miserable just as we don’t
like it. They love the
after effects of fresh
rain. All the bugs and
insects are plentiful
under the fallen peony
heads.
Since getting these
rescue hens we’ve become quite vigilant about using hen friendly products on the
grass and plants, avoiding anything harmful, not only to save vet fees, but to
save these sentient creatures going through pain. We now apply that same vigilance to wild birds, squirrels, and visiting pets. Picking off snails and slugs after
the rains and moving them to wilder parts of the garden leaves wild birds a supply of food. And gives immediate results for the Irises. They were stunning this
year.
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Thinking about the environment,
climate change, and God’s Creation in general, also includes
nature: pollinators like insects
and bees, the birds who rely on
them, and other wildlife, are all
part of their ecosystem and ours
too. Without pollinators the majority of food stuffs in the fruit
and vegetable aisle wouldn’t exist. Summer walks without insects or bees humming, would
leave fields silent.
Perhaps take a walk with God
through his Creation, as the
Lord God did with Adam in the beginning when he planted his first garden ‘in the
east, in Eden', to see things differently through his eyes (Genesis 2:8). Spare a
thought for the wildlife, maybe putting up a bird box or two, and care for God’s creation from the tiniest insect to the biggest creature to keep Creation healthy and
alive.
Revd Sue Thomas

School Governor needed for Coulsdon C of E School
The governing body has a vacancy for a foundation governor, appointed
by the Southwark Diocesan Board of Education (SDBE). This is an ideal
opportunity for someone who wishes to serve the wider community in the
name of the church.
We are looking for someone who is a member of St John's
or another church, who will uphold the Christian ethos of
the school, take an active interest in the children's education, and is able to bring suitable skills to the governing
body (such as HR, educational experience, buildings and
premises). As we have several governors who are parents,
we would prefer not to have a parent with a child currently
at the school.

Could
this
be
YOU?

If you are interested please let Paul know on 01737 552152 or at
rev.paul.c.roberts@gmail.com by Friday 9th July. We will arrange an informal interview and propose the successful candidate to the SDBE.

SORRY, THERE WON’T BE A PRAM SERVICE IN JULY!
We’d been looking forward to re-starting this month but with Covid restrictions continuing until 19 July (Pram Service is due on the 20 th) and
not knowing if we’d be able to sing and move about more in church after that date, it was decided to wait until September. After all what
fun would Pram Service be without singing and moving around?
So please keep the morning of Tuesday 21 September
free and join the fun in church as we re-start!
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An Evening in Support of the Hidden Church
Join us for an evening being inspired by the courageous faith of
the persecuted church - those
who hide their faith in the most
dangerous countries of the
world. There will be stories
from people inside ‘hidden
church’, opportunities for discussion, up-to-date information, and
an opportunity to pray for the
‘hidden church’ and consider a
right response. The evening is led by the Revd Sue Thomas who is assistant
priest at St John the Evangelist, Old Coulsdon, and has been awarded the Foreign & Commonwealth Office Certificate of Appreciation for her work in drawing attention to persecuted Christians worldwide.
Monday 19 July, 8.00-9.30pm, Zoom, free
To book your place, email ministryandtraining@southwark.anglican.org

FAREWELL DEAR FRIENDS
It was with very great sadness that we heard that David Henwood had passed
away on the 30th June—just over ten weeks after his beloved wife Sheila died.
David had been with his family - 4 generations - on a canal holiday in Leicestershire. In the morning David and Nick had been for a short walk when David felt
dizzy, sat down and died.
On hearing the news, Paul wrote: “To die surrounded by your family in the
peaceful surroundings of the countryside must be a blessing. David had
served as a Reader for more than 50 years, at least 40 of which were at St
John's. Together with Sheila he actively supported the work of Traidcraft, with
the monthly stall in church. A quiet man, he was always the model of discretion and politeness. In PCC meetings his words were few, but wise and gracious. We miss Sheila, and we shall also miss David, but we can trust that
they rest in peace and will rise again in glory.”
At the beginning of June, David kindly wrote about Sheila’s life for the magazine
and Cathy, his daughter, who helped him, is happy for it to be printed.

Sheila Henwood – from David
Sheila was born in 1932 on a Cornish family farm both her parents being Methodist local preachers.
She passed a scholarship and went to a Methodist
girls’ boarding school as there was no bus to take her
to the local grammar school. She did well academically and made many friends there - some of whom have
become lifelong friends. She then went on to Reading
University to study English, followed by a year’s teaching training certificate course in London.
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Sheila and I first met at my uncle’s (and Sheila’s aunt’s) farm on New Year’s Eve
1952/53. One of the first things we did together was to sleep on the pavement in
London to watch the Coronation processions in June 1953. As the universities of
Reading and Oxford are not far apart, I invited her to a meeting of the Oxford University Cornish Society. We soon started seeing each other. I proposed to her
while still at University though it was some time before we became officially engaged. It was a long engagement as it also included my National Service years
(1954 to 56).
On ‘demob’ I got a job with Esso Petroleum at
Fawley in Hampshire and we married on 6th August 1957 in Lanreath Methodist Chapel. After
digs in Southampton we moved to our first home
in the New Forest in 1959. and Steve was born a
year later. In the early days of our marriage we
went to both the local Anglican and Methodist
Churches. But in our new home we soon found
ourselves involved in building a new church - both
the building and the congregation. That is how
Sheila became an Anglican.
Once Steve was born Sheila was instrumental in
starting a local playgroup with some other friends in
the church hall. She also joined the Mothers’ Union
and was due to receive her 60 year Certificate here
at St. John’s once things opened up after Covid. We have now been presented
with the certificate.
Esso moved my job to London and we found ourselves moving to Old Coulsdon
in late 1969. Sheila was Enrolling Member of the Mothers’ Union here at St.
John’s for several years. She also took to heart the message that ‘We should
live simply so others can simply live’ with Shelia Mayo, the then Rector’s wife,
leading the movement at St Johns.
She taught in a number of Croydon’s rougher schools, finding her niche teaching
English as a second language in small groups. She regularly went the extra mile
for her students and some of them are still in touch with us today.
Other of her interests were psychology and counselling. She attended dreams workshops and
was a counsellor for the Westminster Pastoral Foundation in
Croydon for a number of years.

Sheila was well known at St John’s
and in Coulsdon in general for selling Traidcraft products. She was
committed to a fairer world for all. I
provided driving and box-carrying
services but she was the sales
woman and the driving force.
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She was involved in so many other things
too, creative writing, book clubs, literacy
groups, house groups and just meeting
friends new and old for a meal or cup of
tea. The family was always a hugely important part of her life. Sheila has been
in my life for more than 60 years, a long,
loving and supportive presence. I greatly
miss her - as do the family and many others.

And a few quotes from Cathy’s tribute to her
mother at Sheila’s funeral service …
“Thinking how to approach this personal
tribute, 3 words came to me – Love, Bravery and Justice.
“Love – of course. My brothers and I were lucky to have a really loving and
cuddly mum. I know that those I see while looking round the church now, and
also many of you who are joining us remotely, were touched by mum’s love.
She was loving, caring, strong and loyal.”
“Bravery – I’m sure she was very brave long before I knew her. She was a
trailblazer and she set up a playgroup before there was experience and
knowledge of how to do that. ... I was well impressed when in her 50s mum took
off cycle touring with friends and even on her own in Orkney.
“Justice was very important to her. I was active in the peace movement, and
mum joined one of the big Greenham Common anti-nuclear demonstrations
along with one of her friends too.
“Coming back to those 3 words—Love, Bravery and Justice – we can all be inspired by Sheila’s love and thoughtfulness about others and the world –
thoughtfulness that led to action and a ‘life well lived’.
‘Love’ mum said just back at the end of March, ‘Love stays with you, becomes
part of you and doesn’t die’ – her special message to me in my pain at having
to lose this dear old and frail mother who has been there and loving me all of
my life – and perhaps her message to all of us too.”
And finally from an email received in the office after helping someone to find the
service online ...
... a really lovely service. Sheila was quite the kindest, most caring, intelligent, literary lady you could ever hope to meet & I’m sure you will miss her greatly at
your Church. My sister was at Reading University with her & knew David also at
that time & I feel so blessed that we’ve kept in touch ever since DC
SMILE OFTEN: “Every time you smile at someone, it is an action
of love, a gift to that person, a beautiful thing.” – Mother Teresa
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CHURCHYARD MAINTENANCE
As some of you may be aware, we employ landscape gardeners to keep the outer area of the
churchyard tidy and this work has been partly funded by specific annual donations of £20 from people
whose loved ones’ ashes have been interred in the
churchyard. We are very grateful to the few volunteers who keep the other grass and gardens looking
as lovely as they do, but we do occasionally need to
employ additional help to cope with the upkeep. The Churchyard Fund is slowly decreasing
and in need of increasing regular funding to enable
this work.
Perhaps you have a relative’s ashes in the churchyard and would be prepared to contribute on an annual basis, to enable us to keep the churchyard looking tidy and welcoming. If
so, please contact the Parish Office on 01737 552461, or me on 01737 551652
or email treasurerlynn@gmail.com.
Lynn Howell, Parish Treasurer

MOTHERS' UNION - Our impact
As a Christian mission charity within the Church of England with
over 4 million members in 83 countries worldwide, there are a
wide variety of projects encouraging, supporting and strengthening family life which, in turn, have a profound impact both for individuals and the communities in which they live.
This month I am introducing you to another of the amazing projects that MU members are involved in because of their faith in Jesus and
the desire to bring His life, light, love and hope into the lives of others.

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO (DRC)
Community Transformation through Literacy and Agriculture (CTLA)
Mothers' Union in the DRC has started a new three-year project to reduce gender-based violence and poverty through literacy and agriculture training.
Despite a wealth of natural resources,
DRC is one of the world's poorest countries. In 2019, over three quarters of its
population were estimated to be living
below the poverty line. Economic opportunities in DRC are very limited with
over 70% of the working population employed within the agricultural sector.
Yet with over 80 million hectares of
farmland, only 10% is used.
Through many years of working with
vulnerable women, MU DRC identified
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literacy and numeracy as the
main barriers facing vast numbers of communities in moving
out of poverty. Lack of basic literacy and numeracy skills prevents them from running their
own businesses and income
generating activities, and undermines their confidence and
ability to engage.
The aim is that within the threeyear duration of the project, beneficiaries will improve their literacy levels and agricultural knowledge and skills and start their own business activities. Similar
projects have also seen women go on to leadership or decision-making roles at
community level. The project will deliver this training through community-based
literacy circles, savings and credit groups and farmers cooperatives for 6,000
people across 12 Dioceses of the Anglican Church of Congo.
In addition to its expected outcomes, the project hopes to contribute to a reduction in sexual gender-based violence at household and community level.
This should also lead to improvements in the level of basic health, hygiene and
nutrition, as the content of materials and stories used in the literacy programmes promotes better awareness and understanding of these issues.
These groups offer safe spaces in which people can share their concerns and
experiences and learn together without fear of conflict or retribution.
Please do join us in prayer for the MU project at work across the DRC.

VACANCY
Community Partnerships
Manager
Do you enjoy presenting, building relationships, and networking? Are you able to
inspire others to bring lasting change? If so, we’d love to hear from you as we
recruit for a Community Partnerships manager based in London/the South East.
The Leprosy Mission is the world’s largest leprosy-focused organisation, a pioneer in our field, with 140 years’ experience serving people affected by this disease. As a leading international Christian development charity, we work in 10
countries across Africa and Asia to defeat leprosy and transform lives. We are
looking for inspirational communicators to be the face of The Leprosy Mission.
You’ll be working from home, with extensive travel across your region. As part of
a fun and supportive team, you’ll be changing the lives of people who have been
rejected by society. There’s nothing more rewarding than that!
Full time— £30,000 plus car allowance—Closing Date: Wednesday. 7 July.
See: www.leprosymission.org.uk for full details.
16
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Has anyone got a couple of sheep?
Halfway through what has so far been a very quiet
month I was thinking that all I could write about
would be the state the St John’s grounds, the
Council owned patch outside the wall, and the fact
that the grass had finally got the better of me;
but as I walked up the path on the 13th for the service during which Gill and I would be commissioned as churchwardens, I was greeted by the
welcome sight of freshly mown grass, and I must
extend my, and of course our, grateful thanks to
Abe Williams and his young apprentice David who
did such a wonderful job during the week. All that
being said a couple of sheep would be a great
help.
At Waddington Avenue, we have the painters going in to refresh the outside woodwork to the garage, and the various windows that are not being
replaced. Your PCC decided that rather than pay for scaffolding etc it would be
more cost effective to replace two very small upstairs windows that were in a
poor state of repair, and also three others with new double glazed units. This
should make life better for our tenants when winter comes, but as we speak the
severe supplies shortage has affected the window company, and they will not
now be attending until the painters are offsite. At least we can look forward to
seeing the house in a fine state of repair if at some point in the future it reverts
back to being home for a curate.
I mentioned last month the very high cost of upgrading the lighting in the Old
Church, so just recently Gill and I met with another electrical contractor, well
known to us, who we are hoping will put together a quotation for a system that
will fulfil our requirements, but at far more modest cost. Crossing fingers certainly helped as we have received a much more reasonable quote, which will be discussed by the PCC at our next meeting in mid-July, and hopefully implemented
shortly thereafter.
After several quiet months we were recently advised of a problem at the Parish
Hall, when one of our principal hirers – Daisy Chain – reported that a child, more
lively than the rest, had made a break for freedom over the metal side gates! He
was caught but clearly the outcome could have been serious. I could relate to
the situation as our son Chris did a similar thing from St Barnabas’ Sunday
School when he was little more than a toddler. He did get away and crossed
Higher Drive before heading down towards Purley and being caught! Anyway,
Gill and I met with Louise and her colleagues to decide what to do. It transpired
that they had had the gates installed some years ago, and so it seemed reasonable for them to replace them with a 5’ gated wooden fence, which will keep the
children safe, and protect them from prying eyes. In passing they mentioned that
the toilet areas were looking a little tired; and we agreed as they had not been redecorated since the building work that was undertaken a while ago to make the
dividing wall safe
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That project was another eye-opener, as it revealed that that dividing wall had
never met up with the ceiling joists, and the gap had been plugged with old magazine pages
and newspaper! I can
confirm that it
IS safe now,
as we used a
reputable
builder and
took a close

interest in what was going on. The upshot is that we will be meeting up with our
painters in the very near future, with a view to getting the area decorated during
the school summer holidays.
Not much cycling this month, due in part to the weather, but we had our grandsons (8 and 6) for a couple of nights during half term and took them down to my
old sailing haunt at Herne Bay. A beautiful but windy day.

Learning to sail a ‘cat’ with the Sunday School ‘breakout king’

We also celebrated my wife Enid’s birthday with a very nice lunch with friends at
The Aycorn Shoppe on the Parade – lovely food and some gorgeous South African wine; and then at the weekend the whole family came over and we enjoyed
drinks and food under the gazebo, and some (not too serious) games of table
tennis. A great few days for which we are truly grateful.
Here’s wishing everyone a wonderful summer – and hopefully even some safe
COVID free holidays.

Tony
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Libraries Consultation
Phase 2
Croydon Council wants to hear
your views on the options for the
future of the library service.
“Following this consultation,
a final report will be produced for
full council to make a formal decision on the changes to the libraries service. Our library service in
Croydon means so much to our residents across the whole borough, something
made very clear to us in the 2,510 responses received in the first phase of consultation: Thank you to everyone who took the time to share their views and ideas for the service. This feedback has helped us work through all of the options
available to achieve the savings needed for 2022/23, while maintaining a statutory library service; You can find more details about these options and the online
survey at:http://www.croydon.gov.uk/library-consultation To request a paper copy
of the survey contact your local Croydon library. Closing date: 26 July.”

Surrey Churches Preservation Trust
This year the SCPT ‘Ride and Stride’ is on Saturday
11 September. Cyclists and walkers get sponsorship
for visiting as many churches as possible on the day.
Half the money raised is for their own church and half
for the Trust, which gives grants for restoration and repair to churches in Surrey. If you would like to find out
more about taking part, please contact Angela Gillman
(01737 552040). I will be taking part again and will be
asking for sponsorship nearer the day.
Life isn’t about waiting for the storm to pass.
It’s about learning to dance in the rain.

THE PARISH CHURCH OF OLD COULSDON
CLERGY

READER:
WARDENS
TREASURER

The Rector, Rev. Paul Roberts,
The Rectory, Coulsdon Road, Old Coulsdon
(not available on Mondays)
The Rev. Sue Thomas
(available Thursdays & Sundays)
Christine McCutchion

01737 552152
020 8406 9300

01737 553681

Tony Tucker
Gill Thaxter

01737 555590

Lynn Howell

01737 551652

PARISH OFFICE: Monday-Friday 9.30 a.m. - 12 noon
Email stjohns@coulsdon.net Phone: 01737 552461
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We are grateful to all those who support St. John’s by placing their advertisements in this magazine. If you would
like to advertise your company or services here please contact the Parish Office at stjohns@coulsdon.net or call 01737
552461.
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WELCOME TO OASIS BYRON PART OF THE OASIS COULSDON HUB
ON THE OASIS ACADEMY BYRON SITE WE OFFER THE COMPLETE PACKAGE OF HIGH QUALITY
EDUCATION AND CHILDCARE IN A FULLY INCLUSIVE AND WELCOMING ENVIRONMENT
FOR FAMILIES FROM PREGNANCY TO 11 YEARS
BYRON CHILDREN’S CENTRE HAS A WIDE RANGE OF HEALTH AND EARLY YEARS ACTIVITES FOR EXPECTANT MOTHERS AND FAMILIES WITH
UNDER 5’S
THE MULBERRY BUSH OFFERS HIGH QUALITY CHILDCARE FOR CHILDREN AGED 2 – 11 INCLUDING FREE SESSIONS FOR 2 -4 YEAR OLDS
8.00-6.00
48 WEEKS A YEAR
OASIS ACADEMY BYRON OFFERS PRIMARY EDUCTION FOR CHILDREN FROM RECEPTION TO YEAR 6 ON A FANATASTIC GREEN AND SECURE
SITE
PLEASE LOOK AT THE WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION OR CALL THE NUMBERS TO ARRANGE A VISIT

Graded ‘Outstanding in all areas’ by Ofsted—Oct. 2018
www.oasisacademybyron.org
Oasis Academy Byron 020 8668 4877

Byron Children’s Centre 020 8763 6285
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Mulberry Bush 020 8660 4180

1 Norfolk House, Wellesley Road, Croydon, CR0 1LH
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