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Still no services in Church to offer you—except that 

 

THE CHURCH IS NOW OPEN 

for PRIVATE PRAYER 

11.00 a.m.—12.30 p.m. 
on 

Tuesdays, Thursdays & Saturdays 
 

For those on Facebook, you can join Paul at 9.30 a.m. each Sunday for a   
Parish Communion/Worship Together service. 

 If you’re not on Facebook, you can still follow the service later  
through this website (just click on the link to ’Facebook’ on the home page  

and ‘not now’ when asked if you want to join Facebook). 
Paul continues to send out  Email updates keeping us in touch with the  

latest news, encouraging words and useful suggestions.  
If you would like to receive this, please contact him at 

rev.paul.c.roberts@gmail.com with your name and email address. 
 

We do have one happy event in the Church in July … 

Sat. 25    2.00 p.m.  Wedding:  Ian Wilson & Nina Morgan 

which, of course, will only be open to invited guests. 

 
 

   
 

   

 
 
 
 

Dear Friends 
 
Mothering Sunday, Palm Sunday, Holy Week, Easter 
Day, Ascension Day, Pentecost and Trinity Sunday all 
went past without us being able to worship together in the church building.  
But, as has been pointed out already by others, the church is more than the 
building, our worship is more than singing hymns, and our faith is more than 
gathering once a week on a Sunday.  
 
Some of you have been able to join us online via Facebook.  I’ve certainly 
been on a steep learning curve with technology and presentation, and I’ve 
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been encouraged by your helpful and 
positive comments.  
 
Some of you have been joining the 
services broadcast on the BBC, on TV 
or radio, and they can be an encourage-
ment as they remind us of the wider 
Christian community.  
 
Some of you have been setting aside 
time on your own to pray and read the 

bible – a habit that all of us should follow if possible.  
 
But the expression of our faith has always essentially been something corpo-
rate: we are the BODY of Christ.  Different members joined to and belonging to 
one another, with Christ as our head.  I really miss that corporate dimension; I 
miss being able to sing together with others; I miss giving communion to you, 
our church family; I miss the casual chats and the chance encounters, the op-
portunities to pray with and for people, the opportunities to chew over some 
point in the sermon, and much more.  
 
So when will we return to gathered worship in the building?  We have already 
started planning, and part of this process involves getting feedback from the 
congregation.  There will be restrictions in place which forbid singing or any 
physical contact with one another.  There will be rules about social distancing, 
and gathering for refreshments.  So some might think it is not worth coming 
back to church if we can’t do those things.  We will need to think carefully 
about how we combine gathered worship and online worship by live streaming 
our services.  We have already upgraded our broadband connection and that 
will allow for live streaming.  
 
We will need to discover new ways, or rediscover old ways, of worshipping: 
perhaps making more use of the Psalms which can be spoken rather than 
sung; perhaps making more creative use of silence and space.  This could be 
a challenge for our worship with young children.  But by September when 
schools resume full-time, it may be possible to devise ways of worshipping 
with our children that are closer to what we were used to before the lockdown. 
 
I know many of you have had enough of online working and schooling by the 
end of the week, and some are fearful of it or resistant to it.  But give it a go on 
Sundays if you are able, so we can maintain that sense of being one body, 
with one faith and one Lord. 
 
In the meantime, if you are able to, download the Church of England Daily 
Prayer app on your phone and join with many of us in the daily readings that 
make up Morning Prayer.  When we are isolated from each other, at the very 
least we can hear God’s voice and touch his heart through our reading of 
scripture and prayer. 
 
Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all 
times and in every way. The Lord be with all of you (2 
Thessalonians 3:16).  
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At the moment    
no news of when  

St. John’s will 
open for services 
but maybe it will 
be sometime during one of these months .. 

 
Meanwhile this song, heard recently on BBC Radio 4’s ‘Sunday Worship’, 
gives us something to look forward to … in the not-too-distant future—even if 
not ‘closely together’.   

           

We will meet when the danger is over 
John L Bell (C) Wild Goose Resource Group, The Iona Community 

We will meet when the danger is over, 
we will meet when the sad days are done; 
we will meet sitting closely together 
and be glad our tomorrow has come. 
 
We will join to give thanks and sing gladly, 
we will join to break bread and share wine; 
and the peace that we pass to each other 
will be more than a casual sign. 
 
So let's make with each other a promise 
that when all we've come through is behind, 
we will share what we missed and find meaning 
in the things that once troubled our mind. 
 
Until then may we always discover 
faith and love to determine our way. 
That's our hope and God's will and our calling 
for our lives and for every new day. 

                             
(This song has been made freely available.)  

 

The story of how this song came to be written is very interesting.  It started with a 
disaster at sea in 1994!  Hans-Olav Moerk, a Norwegian street priest and singer, 
remembered this as the Covid pandemic took hold, and started writing a song on 
his phone.  When the text was finished, he hit the “publish” button.  It was Satur-
day, March 14, around eleven in the morning and by the evening it was shared a 
thousand times in social media.   He translated it into English and sent it to John 
Bell who adapted it to produce the ‘hymn’ above and set it to a new tune. 
 
You can hear this beautiful song—and read the full story behind it—on the Iona 
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 website at https://iona.org.uk/2020/06/27/sunday-worship-with-john-bell/   Scroll 
down to find the hymn and under that click on 'We shall meet: the writing'  Here 
are a few excerpts ...              

 
‘The car ferry Estonia had its bow gate removed by a large breaker….on a 
stormy September night.  The ship capsized.  …. It has been told that two 
people who had never seen each other before, sat side by side on the hull, a 
man and a woman.  As the waves were swiping towards them, they gave 
each other a promise:  When this is over, we shall meet in a café in Stock-
holm.  Then they jumped overboard and swam away from the side of the ship 
through the dark waters.  On September 28, 1994, Estonia sank in the Baltic 
sea.  Many passengers died.  But it is said that the two who met each other 
sitting on top of the capsized hull, survived.  The next spring, they met in a 
café in Stockholm.  

 
‘I had been worried for a long time because of the news about the corona vi-
rus, that took so many lives in China.  When the virus spread to more and 
more countries, I started cancelling meetings and seminars that had been 
planned for a long time.  On Thursday March 12, the crisis was a fact. ... In 

the hours that followed, the story 
about Estonia started rolling as a 
movie through my mind.  ...  A song 
came to my mind.  “We’ll meet 
again, don’t know where, don’t know 
when, but I know we’ll meet again 
some sunny day”. This strong motive 
meant so much to so many during 
the great war.  I sat down with my 
mobile phone and started writing.  
 

‘I have lived these months in fear and hope. .. I am scared.  I really need faith 
and hope, but most of all, love.  Only one power in the world is stronger than 
death.  It is love.  I think that love has a source.  It is in Jesus.  His love stood 
the test in three ways: He walked the road.  He conquered death.  He came 
back to his friends who failed him.  Everyone who loves like that, even if there 
is anxiety and treason, tells that this love is real.  It is the deepest.  It is the 
red cord that runs through the text “We will meet when the danger is over”.  
 
On March 28 I sent an English translation of “We shall meet” to my colleague 
and friend John Bell, to ask for his assistance with the English language.  He 
gave me two precious gifts. One: He worked through my draft and helped me 
finalizing it.  ... Two: He let this text so deeply into his own heart that it 
emerged again, weeks later, as a new hymn, an adapted version in beautiful 
lines, a fully-fledged version, with a new melody.  He did it, he told me, for a 
friend who needed hope and faith.  And so, the story continues.  Love shows 
its capacity to create in new ways all the time. The love of Jesus Christ 
comes walking towards us from the hearts of loving people around us, saying: 
- My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. Greater love has 
no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.  It happens in the 
time of crisis, in the hospitals, in the local communities, in the congregations 
and in a song.  Glory be to Love incarnate.      Hans-Olav Moerk ‘ 
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Church Garden 
 
I am amazed to announce that there are six verses of Scripture that have been 
beautifully burnt onto wooden plaques, and are now attached to five trees in the 
church garden (churchyard).  Please see the three photos. Your challenge is to 
find the other three.  
 
This all came from a comment I heard from someone, 
who, having lost her husband wanted to go into 
church to pray.  As this was not possible I was trying 
to think of another way to create a prayer space.  That 
evening Paul Roberts and I were doing a course 
about mission and someone mentioned that they had 
put prayers for use in their churchyard. 
 
As you al-
ready know, 
with suitable 
agreement, 
some prayers were laminated and 

attached to the 
back of the bench-
es.  But this is only 
a temporary meas-
ure while the 
church is closed 
and ‘prayer corner’ 
in ‘lock-down’.   
 
I have seen many 
people walking 

through the churchyard and sitting on the benches 
enjoying the peace.  My thinking continued….  
Wouldn’t it be lovely if verses from the Bible were 
placed around our church garden for folk to discov-

er?  After some conversations with Tony Tucker who organises the maintenance of 
the garden… and Paul, I proposed that something might be put on plaques of 
wood and hung on various trees.   
 
David Caddick kindly agreed to burn the words onto wooden plaques.  The ‘wood’ 
being weatherproof shuttering board having been recycled from the church kitch-
en by David.  Within a week of the proposal being accepted by the PCC the six 
plaques were completed… (thank you David) and duly hung on five trees. 
 
There will also be a stone placed on the old sundial pedestal which is situated on 
the area behind the Garden of Remembrance.  It will have an illustrated verse 
painted on it.  Miriam Locke’s creative vision has been brought into play on this 
project so I will keep you posted as to the progress there.  It requires more com-
plex planning.  Thank you so much Miriam.  
 
Please pray that all who visit the church garden, and see the words of Scripture 
are blessed by them, to the glory of God.   Amen                      Christine  
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Message from the Treasurer to those who give  
to St John's by Standing Order or Envelope 

 

At this time of year, I usually send .letters to those who 
give by standing order or envelopes to thank them for 
their donations and let them know the amount that they 
donated during the previous tax year.  However, due to 
the church and office being closed, I am unable to print 
these at present.  I can however produce electronic let-
ters to be emailed out to those who would like this meth-
od of delivery.   
 
Anyone who would like to request an electronic letter 
should email me at treasurerlynn@gmail.com stating 
their name and first line of their postal address, and I will reply with a pdf copy 
of the letter.  Please note that if several people live at the same address that 
each person needs to email me separately for confidentiality purposes.     
Lynn Howell, Parish Treasurer 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worry Not! 
 
The need for masks this lockdown has been looming over me.  What sort to get?  
Where to buy?  How much to spend?  So many to choose from.  So I thought per-
haps I’d better make one and I got out the sewing machine, an old Russian ma-
chine of my Mum’s.  
 
I so enjoyed getting out the three sewing baskets I found with it.  I spent half a day 
tidying them all:  one from my grandmother, the other from my Mum, and my own, 
the one I’d had at school.  It was fun remembering the different outfits that buttons 
used to be part of; the wooden cotton reels of my grandmother, the multi-coloured 
shades of thread she’d used.  And throwing out things I didn’t need - that piece of 
old red ski-wax that I’d bought when I was 11yrs old on a school trip to Ischgl, Aus-
tria. 
  
I found the brightly striped shoe bag I’d made when my children went to Nursery - 
a drawstring bag with animal print inside; inside that was an almost finished tapes- 
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The Lord is my Shepherd 
 
A Sunday School teacher decided to have her young class memo-
rize one of the most quoted passages in the Bible - Psalm 23. 
She gave the youngsters a month to learn the chapter.  Little Rick 
was excited about the task - but he just couldn't remember the 
Psalm.  After much practice, he could barely get past the first line. 
On the day that the children were scheduled to recite Psalm 23 in 
front of the congregation, Ricky was so nervous.  When it was his 
turn, he stepped up to the microphone and said proudly,  "The 
Lord is my Shepherd, and that's all I need to know." 

mailto:treasurerlynn@gmail.com


try of roses waiting to be made into something, and a wooden puppet Baker man 
that needed fixing.  He’s now fixed and working.  With the boxes tidied up,  I 
moved on to the machine.  I put in the plug, started the pedal, turned the wheel, 
and SNAP went the thread.  It happened over and over again.  I checked the bob-
bin casing, re-threaded it, and felt quite downhearted when my efforts to make a 
mask didn’t get anywhere. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I’d forgotten why I’d put it away in the first place.   So the next step is to take it to 
the Sewing Machine Repair Shop for an overhaul.  But someone then said to me - 
had I twiddled the tension knob?  Well, no I hadn't!  I’d forgotten about that - I’ll 
have to get it out and start all over again!  All for a mask, but it was exciting look-
ing through this bit of family history. 
 
Then about a week later, a couple of days after my birthday, a package suddenly 
arrived.  I thought it must be a present as it was a tissue-wrapped, pale pink mask, 
beautifully wrapped.  A complete surprise and a pleasure to receive.  But who had 
sent it?  There was no tag inside…then I looked at the stitching, the fabric, and 
recognised it as from a company from where I’d ordered a cotton dress.  I’d asked 
them if, after a month, they had my order, but not to worry to rush it through at this 
time as I know Covid had slowed things up.  They’d sent a lovely email thanking 
me for being so patient - things were delayed because they were making NHS 
masks.  So they’d sent me an English fine cotton mask as a gesture of good will.   
So all the worry of making a mask just dissipated - God, perhaps smiling at what 
concerns me, sorting it out himself!   
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Ebony the cat enjoying the excitement of boxes - and threads - that she must not have! 



A couple of days later, as I posted a pile of Birthday ‘Thank You’ letters at the post-
box at the shops, the Butcher called out to me, pointing upwards,  ‘He’s healing 
us!’ referring to the good news of the drugs and vaccines being discovered for the 
virus.  All this worry about masks  -  eventually masks will no longer be needed!  
‘Worry not’, says Jesus in Mathew 6:25-34….do not worry about your life,..your 
heavenly Father knows what you need.  Instead, seek first his kingdom and… all 
things will be given to you…tomorrow will worry about itself!  What a lesson from 

God in how not to worry!                    Sue 

 
THANK YOU ...  
 
.. to Abe Williams for doing 
a wonderful job in the 
churchyard, on the Box 
hedging (including the 
'wedding cake' - pictured), 
and also to Chris Richards 
for helping out with the 
mowing.  Our thanks also to 
Tony who is often to be 
seen behind the mower!    
 
As we move towards re-
opening, visitors to the 

church will have their spirits lifted by the beauty and tranquillity of our grounds.. 

 
POSTCARDS & STAMPS FLY! 
 
You may have seen boxes in the church porch ask-
ing for your used postcards and stamps.  Have you 
ever wondered what happens to them and what 
use they might  be? 
 
Old picture postcards given in at St. John’s for the 
Mission Aviation Fellowship - are handed on by 
Vivien Job to Anthea Fox who personally delivers 
them to a United Reformed Church Minister in Tiptree, Es-
sex.  Any type of postcard is welcome.  Who buys them?  Australi-
ans  and New Zealanders like to buy their own cards back; art teachers look 
for particular views/buildings; geography teachers choose countryside scenes, 
etc,; history teachers like cards showing buildings/villages etc as they were in the 
past.   Some are sold on line.  One postcard priced at £20 was sold for 
£156!   £20,000 has been raised for MAF over 5 years from the sale of postcards! 
 
Old stamps are also handed on to Anthea.  She delivers these, together with  
stamps from other churches in Coulsdon, Purley Baptist and two in Redhill, to Pe-
terborough for the Leprosy Mission.  Even whole stamp albums are welcomed.  
Chinese people have taken off as stamp collectors and like to buy stamps.  
£43,000 was raised last year from the sale of stamps!   (Just a word:  please 
don’t cut too near the edge of the stamps or tear them off!)  
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MESSY CHURCH  
 
Rufus and I continue to record a video for 
Messy Church each week.  He’s busy choos-
ing next week’s story from his picture bible 
as I write this. (See photo). Apparently the 
videos are now available on the Southwark 
Diocesan website.  I have also heard they 
are popular with my older brother’s family 
and friends in Melbourne!!  You never know 
how things might evolve do you?    
 
Rufus is good company for me as we are co-
cooned together… but he’s not yet offered to 
wash up!!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
MOTHERS’ UNION ... 

 
Mothers’ Union is a global, women-led, volunteer movement.  
United in our diversity and living out our faith, we support indi-
viduals and families to transform their lives.  Embedded in the 
Church and community, we have unprecedented outreach that 

gives a voice to the stigmatized and vulnerable around the world. 
 
Our vision is of a world where God’s love is shown through loving, respectful 
and flourishing relationships.  This is not a vague hope, but a goal we active-
ly pursue by praying, campaigning and enabling. 
 
During lockdown, like everyone, all our planned activities have been curtailed for 
the foreseeable future.  However we have been very active in prayer, something 
everyone can do and anywhere and at anytime - God is never off duty! 
 
Thanks to our MU publication, Families Worldwide, we have prayer resources for 
every day, with a theme and key Bible verse for each week.  As we do normally, 
we have been praying for members in turn each week as well as for many people 
in the church family and beyond who generously support MU at events, Messy 
Church and Prayer Knit & Chat.  We also pray for different overseas Dioceses 

The Meaning of the Bible 
 
A father was approached by his small son who told him proud-
ly, "I know what the Bible means!"   His father smiled 
and replied, "What do you mean, you 'know' what the Bible 
means?  The son replied, "I do know!"  "Okay," said his father. 
"What does the Bible mean?"  "That's easy, Daddy..." the 
young  boy replied excitedly".  It stands for 'Basic Information 
Before Leaving Earth'. 



each week which gives us a bigger vision and reminds us that we are part of a 
worldwide organisation. 
 
Below is something for us all to ponder on—which comes from the Brisbane MU 
Diocesan publication 'Befriend - a pocketful of love and friendship', given to me by 
Jenny Hughes on one recent visit. 

 
Take time to think;  it is a source of power. 
Take time to read;  it is the foundation of wisdom 
Take time to play;  it is the secret of staying young. 
Take time to be quiet;  it is an opportunity to seek God. 
Take time to be aware;  it is an opportunity to help others. 
Take time to love and be loved;  it is God's greatest gift. 
Take time to laugh;  it is the music of the soul. 
Take time to be friendly;  it is the road to happiness. 
Take time to dream;  it is what the future is made of. 
Take time to pray;  it is the greatest power on earth. 
 

Phulbani, Church of North India  
We thought you might like to know a little about one of the areas which we are 
linked to in the MU Wave of Prayer. 
 
Phulbani is in the North West 
district of Odisha (previously 
known as Orissa) in the state 
of Kandhamal on the North 
West coast of India.  The dio-
cese was only created in 1997, 
and it is part of the United 
Church of North India, formed 
in 1970 when the Anglican and 
other Protestant churches in 
India joined together.  The 
Church of North India has over 
22,000,000 members – which is only about 1% of the population of India.  
 
The diocese is primarily rural with 562 churches. Most of the economy is centred 
around wild plants and herbs, with rare guava plants and good quality turmeric.  It 
is also known for its folk art, a research centre for silk moths, and beautiful water-
falls.  The Mothers’ Union is linked to, and works in partnership with, the Church of 
N India’s Women’s Fellowship for Christian Service which works in local communi-
ties with the people who are most vulnerable and deprived – often women and 
girls.  A particular issue for them is the number of people affected by human traf-
ficking – estimates vary between 14 and 60 million.  Other projects include work to 
support refugees, combatting domestic abuse, and gender-based violence, mar-
riage preparation, health awareness courses and vocational skills training.  
 
Some Proverbs and sayings from India:   

 An ounce of practice is worth a thousand words. (Gandhi)   
 The hunger for love is much more difficult to remove than the hunger  
     or food.      (Mother Teresa)  
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 It is better to be blind than to see things from only one point of view.  

 You can’t change the direction of the wind, but you can adjust the sails.  

 Most adults are attentive to what someone is doing, but children see be-

yond that.  
 

And here’s something to tickle your taste buds!  A recipe for a popular Indian 
sweet you might like to try! 
 

Besan Burfi (not recommended for the waistline!)  
 
Ingredients:   
1 cup of Besan (gram / chickpea flour)     
1 cup sugar 
½ cup Ghee (clarified butter)      
½ tsp cardamom powder     
Nuts (optional to garnish)  

Put a non-stick frying pan on a low heat. 
Add the besan and stir-fry gently until it 
gives out an aroma (but does not change 
colour).   Add the ghee / butter and mix well 
to blend and get rid of any lumps.   Add sugar and mx well.  
Remove from the heat and stir in the cardamom powder.  Oil the bottom and sides 
of a large tray and pour the mixture in; spread out to about 1 inch thick.  Sprinkle 
nuts on top to garnish if desired.   Allow it to set and then cut into small squares or 
diamonds.  
 

Some facts about India:  some of which may surprise you!   
(Your chance to swot up for the next Quiz??)   

• The colours in the flag stand for courage and sacrifice (saffron), truth and 
peace (white) and faith and fertility (green). The wheel of life replaced the 
spinning wheel on independence in 1947.  

• India is the 7th largest country in the world by area, but 2nd largest by popu-
lation (after China), with a population of over 1.3 billion.  

• Significantly more people in India have access to a phone than to a toilet.  

• Hinduism, Buddhism, Jainism, and Sikhism all originated in India.  

• 70% of the world’s spices come from India.  

• The decimal system was invented there around 100 BC.  

• India has the third largest road network, second largest rail network and the 
largest postal network in the world - but it can take up to 2 weeks for a letter 
to travel 30 miles!  

• The official languages are Hindi and English; there are 17 other recognised 
languages.  

• The national fruit is the mango: the national bird is the peacock. The nation-
al animal, the Bengal Tiger, is endangered, with less than 4,000 in the wild.  

• More than a million Indians are millionaires – but over 35% of the population 
live below the poverty line.  

• It has one of the highest rates of abortions in the world – and more girls than 



boys are aborted or left to die (so there are more males than females overall).  
• Chess was invented here; cricket is the most popular sport, and hockey is 
considered to be the national game.  
• New Delhi’s air is the most polluted in the world.  
• India has the world’s largest cinema industry, with Bollywood producing 
mainly musicals.  

 
PS   To all the knitters in the PKC group - I am happy to re-
ceive items here if you would like to drop anything off to The 
Rectory.  As far as spare wool is concerned, all I have left from 
the PKC stash is synthetic wool and some double knitting.  If 
anyone would like to donate wool we would be very grateful - 
again just leave a bag in The Rectory porch - very many 
thanks.         Nicy 
 
 

LOVE IS... 
 
A group of professional people posed this question to a group of 4 to 8 year-olds, 
“What does love mean?”   The answers they got were broader and deeper than 
anyone could have imagined.  We gave you some last month—here are a few 
more … most will gladden your heart… but one will make you laugh! 
 

“Love is what’s in the room with you at Christmas if you stop opening pre-
sents and listen.”     Bobby - age 7       (Wow!) 
 
“If you want to learn to love better, you should start with a friend who you 
hate,”   Nikka - age 6    (we need a few million more Nikka’s on this planet) 
 
“Love is when Mummy sees Daddy smelly and sweaty and still says he is 
more handsome than Brad Pitt.”     Chris - age 7 
 
“Love is when your puppy licks your face even after you left him alone all 
day.”       Mary Ann - age 4 
 
“I know my older sister loves me because she gives me all her old clothes 
and has to go out and buy new ones.”     Lauren - age 4 
 
You really shouldn’t say ‘I love you’ unless you mean it.  But if you mean it, 
you should say it a lot.   People forget.”     Jessica - age 8 
 

 
THE FOOD HUB IS BUZZING! 
 
‘The month of June saw the Food Hub deliver food 
parcels to ‘504 clients and  family members’ strug-
gling at this time.  With three meals a day for three 
days for each person, that’s a total of ‘4,536 meals’ 
provided last month to clients/families in Purley, 
Coulsdon, South Croydon and Waddon.  
 
It takes this year’s ‘January-June meals total to 
26,145’, nearly double 2019’s corresponding total of 
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13,941 meals.  It also 
takes us to ‘190,000 

meals overall’ since the 
Food Hub opened in 2013.  
                                                       
A big thank-you once again 
to all our volunteers, and to 
all of our friends  
and supporters from the 
churches, local community, Rotary and WI, 
stores and businesses and also many individuals and families who are donat-
ing food and money at this time.  We also warmly thank everyone for keeping the 
Food Hub and our clients in your thoughts and prayers - please continue to give 
thanks for God’s provision and blessings.  
 
The food and other items we are in most need of this month, include:   

* tinned and packet potatoes   * tinned fruit   * tins of cooked meat such  
as chicken   * packets of instant custard   * tins of rice pudding   * bottles 
of squash and cartons of long life fruit juice   * jars of savoury spreads, 
jam and honey   * tinned ready meat meals   * children’s chocolate treats   
* toothpaste   * shower gel   * toilet rolls.  

 
And finally, *CAP (Christians 
Against Poverty) Croydon South 
is offering free CAP Money online 
courses, run by volunteers from 
the local churches, to anyone im-
pacted by coronavirus and con-
cerned about money who wishes 
to budget better.  If you know 
someone who would be interested, 
please ask them to email 

<capcroydonsouth@gmail.com> with their mobile number, then one of the CAP 
Money coaches will call them and book them on to a course.    
With our ever-grateful thanks and best wishes as always,    
Steve Hunt - Admin Team,  Purley Food Hub’  
[P.S.  Thank you to everyone who has been dropping donations off to 202 
Coulsdon Road.  You have been marvellous, enabling us to take several bags of 
goods to Purley on a regular basis.  The box will remain there until the church is 
fully open again. P&WB]  

 
St John’s and its ongoing maintenance 

 
The reports of previous months have been filled with the problems caused by 
flood water, wrecked kitchens, and the closure of the church because of Covid 
19, and the ensuing lockdown  ……….  but every cloud has a silver lining as they 
say, and closure of the church did enable us to get at least some of the major 
jobs done. 
 
The kitchen is more or less complete – although we are trying to get some addi-

mailto:capcroydonsouth@gmail.com
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tion shelving in-
stalled within the 
new cupboards, 
to accommo-
date all the 
crockery and 
utensils, cur-
rently stacked 
in the church 
lounge; once 
they have 
been 
properly 
washed 
and are 
ready to 
put away 
 
 

Most readers will already have seen photo-
graphs of the work that has been done, but here are a couple of the more or less 
finished kitchen! 
 
Then we had the spire, badly damaged by Storm Ciara, and this too has been 
properly patched to keep it watertight as we investigate how we might raise the 
necessary funds to have it fully restored, which along with the old slate roof, cov-
ering the chancel and sanctuary of the Old Church, has also been identified as 
being in urgent need of replacement.  A detailed specification prepared by St 
John’s inspecting architect is currently with a quantity surveyor who has been 
asked to update the costings used for our 2015/16 unsuccessful bids through the 
Listed Places of Worship Roof Scheme.  We have not yet received his views, but 
it is likely that we shall be looking for something in the region of £150,000. 
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You may have already seen photographs of the spire work, but they’re repeated 
here for those who haven’t – along with a few others which give an indication of 
what it is we are trying to protect.    (The following photos give a rare peep inside 
the spire!) 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Note the 
condition 
of some 
of these 
ancient 
timbers 

Two very wet bells after one of 
the winter storms 



And finally as we started to open our doors for private prayer, we found that a 
Chubb deadlock on the fire door out of the Parish Office had jammed, and lock-
smiths had to be called in to free it, and re-align that big heavy door. 
 
Compared to what had gone before, this was a relatively easy job, but again it ate 
into the church’s Reserves, which have been so severely depleted during lock-
down. 
 
So the battle goes on, as your PCC does all in its power to maintain the fabric of 
the church, an iconic Grade 1 Listed landmark in Old Coulsdon.  There are many 
ways in which you – our readers, can help, so if you are strong in mind and body, 
or if you know anyone who has had a big lottery win, or is related to a Premiership 
footballer, do please let us know.     Tony 
 

 

CAN YOU HELP POLLY? 
 
My name is Polly (Jean & Chris Ford's daughter) 
and I am currently studying for an M.A. in Childhood 
Studies.  As part of my course, I am researching 
children’s aspirations.   I am hoping that you may be 
able to help me with obtaining both teachers’ and 
children’s viewpoints on this topic.  
 
To complete my research, I need teachers who cur-
rently teach in either a primary or secondary state 

school.  I am also looking for children who are either currently in Year 2 or year 10.  
They should also attend a state school. 
 
I will be obtaining viewpoints through an online questionnaire that should take no 
more than 15 minutes to complete.  The answers will be anonymous and confi-
dential.  If you feel that you can help, I would be extremely grateful and can send 
further information.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact 
either me or my supervisor.                                                                                   
 
With thanks,  
 
Polly Collins. 
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Name of researcher- Polly Collins  
Contact- e.collins2@uos.ac.uk 
Supervisor- Dr Marianna Stella 
Contact- m.stella@uos.ac.uk 
Name of Organization- University of Suffolk  
Name of Project- Children’s Aspirations. 

LOVE IS CARING... 
 
Author and lecturer Leo Buscaglia once talked about a contest he was asked 
to judge.  The purpose of the contest was to find the most caring child.  The 
winner was a four year old child whose next door neighbour was an elderly 
gentleman who had recently lost his wife. Upon seeing the man cry, the little 
boy went into the old gentleman’s garden, climbed onto his lap, and just sat 
there. When his Mother asked what he had said to the neighbour, the little boy 
said, “Nothing, I just helped him cry” 

mailto:e.collins2@uos.ac.uk
mailto:m.stella@uos.ac.uk


LET’S SEE HOW OBSERVANT YOU ARE  
 
For when you have an idle moment, a tea or coffee break 
or just need a quiet ‘sit-down’, here is another of those 
teasers concerning hidden books of the Bible.  There are 
the names of sixteen (16) books ’camouflaged’ in the para-
graph below.  See how many you can find.  A preacher 
found 15 books in twenty minutes; it took him 3 weeks just 
to find the 16th one. HAVE Fun!  
 

‘I once made a remark about the hidden books of the Bible.  A certain Luke, 
kept people looking so hard for facts, and for others, it was a revelation. 
Some were in a jam, especially since the names of the books were not cap-
italized.  But the truth finally struck home to numbers of our readers.  To 
others it was a job.  We want it to be a most fascinating little moment for 
you.  Yes, there will be some really easy ones to spot.  Others may require 
judges to help find them.  I will quickly admit it usually takes the preacher to 
find one of them, and there will be loud lamentations when it is found.  A lit-
tle lady says she brews a cup of tea so she can concentrate better.  See 
how you will compete.  Relax now, for there really are sixteen books of the 
Bible in this paragraph.  LIST THE 16 BOOKS.   Happy Searching, ‘ 

 

 
 

THE PARISH CHURCH OF OLD COULSDON   
CLERGY  The Rector,  Rev. Paul Roberts, 
      The Rectory, Coulsdon Road, Old Coulsdon     01737  552152 
             (not available on Mondays)  
      The Rev. Sue Thomas       020 8406 9300 
     (available Thursdays & Sundays)     
READER: 
   Christine McCutchion       01737  553681 
 
WARDENS 
   Tony Tucker         01737  555590 
   Anne Dyer         01737  555296  
 
PARISH OFFICE:  Usually Monday-Friday 9.30 a.m. - 12 noon  
                   but at present only open Monday, Wednesday & Friday mornings 
                   Phone:  01737 552461 
   or Email     stjohns@coulsdon.net  
                   with any queries for the Office. 
   If you need to make phone contact urgently on Tuesday or Thursday 
   please contact Paul Roberts on 01737 552152. 

THE DEADLINE for items for the September edition of the parish magazine is 
Friday, 14th August – by email: wendy.burton@coulsdon.net.  Please help the Edi-
tor by letting her have inspirational stories and  writing about your experiences of  
‘lockdown’ - whether it changed your life, the highlights, anything new you learned, 
made or produced … or were you very bored? .    Please do tell me!  Thank you.   
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A wild worshipper’s prayer  
 
As we venture out more and further afield, may we experience the sheer joy of be-
ing in God’s amazing world, which beckons us out of isolation.       

 
God of the wild and wonderful – of arcing skies and miniscule, jewelled 
wings – set my worship free to explore beyond these walls.  Re-ignite 
me, excite me and creatively delight me as your word comes newly alive 
through the colourful witness of your world.  Re-tune my senses, sharpen 
my mind and quicken my spirit to your presence as I look, hear, smell, 
touch and taste more of your goodness and lead me out into greater ad-
ventures of discovering you and caring for all you have made. 
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We are grateful to all those who support St. John’s by plac-
ing their advertisements in this magazine.   If you would 
like to advertise your company or services here please con-
tact the Parish Office at stjohns@coulsdon.net or call 01737 
552461. 
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www.oasisacademybyron.org

Oasis Academy Byron 020 8668 4877     Byron Children’s Centre 020 8763 6285     Mulberry Bush 020 8660 4180

WELCOME TO OASIS BYRON PART OF THE OASIS COULSDON HUB

ON THE OASIS ACADEMY BYRON SITE WE OFFER THE COMPLETE PACKAGE OF HIGH QUALITY  

EDUCATION AND CHILDCARE IN A FULLY INCLUSIVE AND WELCOMING ENVIRONMENT

FOR FAMILIES FROM PREGNANCY TO 11 YEARS
BYRON CHILDREN’S CENTRE HAS A WIDE RANGE OF HEALTH AND EARLY YEARS ACTIVITES FOR EXPECTANT MOTHERS AND FAMILIES WITH 

UNDER 5’S
THE MULBERRY BUSH OFFERS HIGH QUALITY CHILDCARE FOR CHILDREN AGED 2 – 11 INCLUDING FREE SESSIONS FOR 2 -4 YEAR OLDS 

8.00-6.00               48 WEEKS A YEAR

OASIS ACADEMY BYRON OFFERS PRIMARY EDUCTION FOR CHILDREN FROM RECEPTION TO YEAR 6 ON A FANATASTIC GREEN AND SECURE 
SITE

PLEASE LOOK AT THE WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION OR CALL THE NUMBERS TO ARRANGE A VISIT 

Graded ‘Outstanding in all areas’ by Ofsted—Oct. 2018 



 

23 

1 Norfolk House, Wellesley Road, Croydon, CR0 1LH 



 


