
St John’s Church 

Helping people meet Jesus 

Fish Knitting Pattern 
The Village Fair is to be held on 17th July and we will have a ‘St John’s Tent’.  This year we will have a 
Fish theme focusing on Jesus feeding the 5000 in Luke 9.  We hope to have a colour cartoon story of this 
miracle to give away with a knitted fish wrapped in Bible Society ‘fish paper’ and placed in a paper bag 
along with Bible Society resources and may be other items too.   

Please would you help us create a knitted fish and join us in this mission of telling this good news story 
about Jesus to our local community.  The knitted fish is very easy to create.  The basic knitting pattern is 
a rectangle approximately 18 stitches by 24 rows or thereabouts; it will also work with as little as 16 
stitches and 16 rows, creating a square and therefore a smaller finished fish.  You may use any wool and 
any size needles, but for the purposes of this pattern it has been made with size 4mm (8) needles and 
double knitting wool.  The pattern below is a mix of garter and stocking stitch, but you could also make 
it all stocking stitch or all garter stitch or any other stitch as long as it is dense enough so that the 
stuffing doesn’t show through.   Feel free to use any brightly coloured wool and to add stripes of 
different colours if you wish. 

Cast on 18 stitches, leaving a tail of wool. 

 6 rows in stocking stitch beginning with a knit row. 

Pattern: 3 rows knit, 1 row purl.  
Repeat this pattern 4 times in total (12 rows) 

Knit 6 rows in stocking stitch beginning with a knit row. 

You should have made 24 rows in total 

Cast off, leaving a tail of wool. 

Finishing: 

Using one of the tails of wool, make a running stitch along one short end, pull up to gather and fasten 
with a couple of stitches. Do not cut wool. 

Place right sides of the rectangle together and using this same tail of wool, oversew the long edges 
together.  Turn fish in the right way. 

Lightly stuff fish about two thirds full. At the two thirds mark or thereabouts, make a running stitch all 
the way around the fish’s body and pull up so that it gathers, fasten the two wool ends with a knot and a 
couple of stitches.  This makes the division between the body and the tail.  The tail should not have any 
stuffing in it.   

Oversew along the short edges to close and finish the tail. 

Embroider an eye on either side of the fish’s head and a mouth on either side.  Please make your fish 
look full of joy with a happy smile.  You may use wool or embroidery silk in a dark colour for this but 
please do not use beads or buttons as they are a choking hazard for small children.  A label saying ‘With 
love from St. John’s Luke 9:12-17’ will be available soon.  Please fold it in half to form a loop and stitch 
this to the top sloping edge of the tail.  Your fish is ready to join the others at the Village Fair in 
spreading the Good News of God’s Kingdom.  
Here is a YouTube video to help you:    https://youtu.be/08OcTEqnN6k

https://youtu.be/08OcTEqnN6k

