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   1—Tuesday 
     9.45 a.m.  Holy Communion, MU, in Church 
   2—Wednesday 
     7.30 p.m.  Life Group (either on Zoom or in Church) 
   3—Thursday 
    11.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 
   5—Saturday 
    10.00 a.m.  Churchyard Gardening Morning  (to 12.00) 
    10.30 a.m.  MU AGM & Coffee Morning, in Church 
 

   6—FOURTH SUNDAY before LENT 
      8.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 
     9.30 a.m.  Parish Communion, in Church  (and live-streamed  
          on Facebook/through church website) 
    11.30 a.m.  Baptism Service, in Church 
   9—Wednesday 
     7.30 p.m.  Life Group (either on Zoom or in Church) 
  10—Thursday 
    11.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 
  12—Saturday 
    10.00 a.m.  Baptism Preparation, in the Church 
      

  13—THE THIRD SUNDAY before LENT 
      9.30 a.m.  Parish Communion, in Church  (and live-streamed    
          on Facebook/ through church website) 
    11.15 a.m.  Family Service, in Church 
  15—Tuesday 
     9.45 for 10.00 a.m. Pram Service for Babies, Toddlers & Pre- 
           schoolers, In Church 
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  17—Thursday 
    11.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 
   

  20—THE SECOND SUNDAY before LENT 
      8.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 
     9.30 a.m.  Worship Together, in Church 
    11.30 a.m.  Baptism Service, in Church 
  23—Wednesday 
     2.00 p.m.  Pray, Knit & Chat, in the Church 
     7.30 p.m.  Life Group (either on Zoom or in Church) 
  24—Thursday 
    11.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 
    

  27—THE SUNDAY next before LENT 
      9.30 a.m.  Parish Communion, in Church  (and live-streamed    
          on Facebook/ through church website) 
       Bereavement Group Cake Sale in the Church. 
    11.15 a.m.  Family Service, in Church 
 
 
 
 
 
   1—Tuesday 
     9.45 a.m.  Holy Communion, MU, in Church 
 
   2—ASH WEDNESDAY 
     7.30 p.m.  Holy Communion, with Ashing, in Church 
   3—Thursday 
    11.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 
   4—Friday 
    10.30 a.m.  World Day of Prayer, in Old Coulsdon  
                                                                                 Congregational Church 
   5—Saturday 
    10.00 a.m.  Churchyard Gardening Morning  (to 12.00) 
     7.30 p.m.  ‘Turner & the New £20 Note’ Nicola Moorby, in the Church 
      

   6—THE FIRST SUNDAY of LENT 
      8.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 
     9.30 a.m.  Parish Communion, in Church  (and live-streamed  
          on Facebook/through church website) 
    11.30 a.m.  Baptism Service, in Church 
   9—Wednesday 
     7.30 p.m.  Life Lent Group (either on Zoom or in Church) 
  10—Thursday 
    11.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 
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DEADLINE  iems to be included in the March edition should be with the  
Editor by Tuesday 15 February (wendy.burton@coulsdon.net) or by hand. 



YOU CAN STILL JOIN US ONLINE FOR SOME SERVICES 
 

You can follow the Parish Communion services, etc. online live as they’re 
streamed from the Church on Facebook via our website at 

www.stjohns.coulsdon.net    Contact the Parish Office on 01737  
552461 or at stjohns@coulsdon.net  if you need any help with this.     

 
 
 
 
 

Dear Friends 
 
February is often regarded as the most depressing 
month of the year.  The winter still has some way to go, and it’s a long time be-
fore Easter.  So we need to know where to find the strength and hope that will 
keep us going.  This is what gives us resilience – that is the ability to get up 
when you have been squashed down, the ability to start again when you have 
been disappointed, the ability to find hope after despair.  
 
St Paul wrote to the Christians in Rome: ‘May the God of hope fill you with all 
joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the 
power of the Holy Spirit,’ and St Peter wrote to Christians who had been dis-
persed because of persecution, ‘Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.’  
 
Many of our Christian brothers and sisters – about 360 million – face anxiety, 
fear, discrimination, violence, imprisonment and even death for being known as 
followers of Christ.  Many Christians are forbidden from meeting to-
gether even online, so they feel isolated and 

sometimes forgotten.  Perhaps this pan-
demic has allowed us to share a little of 
what they face daily.  
 
This afternoon I joined the Open Doors 
UK World Watch List Launch, by video. 
The launch was also taking place in the 
House of Commons as a way of encour-
aging our parliamentarians to speak up 

for persecuted Christians, and others 
who are persecuted for their faith.  We were told 
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 that after 20 years of North Korea being the worst country in which to be a 
Christian, now even worse is Afghanistan.  Nearly 6,000 people worldwide have 
been martyred as Christians, most of them in Nigeria.  Somalia, Libya and Yem-
en are also in the top five worst countries for persecution.  In China Christians 
and other minorities are subject to invasive digital surveillance, and in India Hin-
du nationalists are calling for the elimination of Christians.  
 
Resilience is what our brothers and sisters in those countries need to keep 
them going.  And that’s going to be the theme of our Lent studies this year.  My 
colleague Sue Thomas has prepared a rich set of studies on that theme, and 
you can read about it elsewhere in this magazine.  I encourage you to consider 
joining one of the house groups this year.  We’ll also look at setting up a new 
group just for Lent, in person or online.  Let me know if you are interested in 
that.  
 
So where do we find strength and resilience to keep going?  The psalms remind 
me where to look:   

Psalm 27 
1 
The Lord is my light and my salvation – 

    whom shall I fear? 
The Lord is the stronghold of my life – 
    of whom shall I be afraid? 
2 
When the wicked advance against me 

    to devour me, 
it is my enemies and my foes 
    who will stumble and fall. 
3 
Though an army besiege me, 

    my heart will not fear; 
though war break out against me, 
    even then I will be confident. 

 
With all good wishes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

….. appears to be a quiet month with just 
our regular services, Life Group and other 
housegroup meetings, our regular church-
yard gardening sessions as well as Pray, 
Knit & Chat,  but do remember:  
 
THE CHURCH IS OPEN ...and the kettle 

at the ready on MOST Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Friday mornings from 10.00-12.00.  Pop in for a chat and a cuppa, or just to 
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sit quietly, or to have a look around.  Just recently we’ve had 
people who’ve been pleased to have a chat, a gentleman 
who was delighted to see the reredos behind the altar in 
the old church and was able to tell us how and where it 
was made (more of that another time) and people who’ve 
been pleased to be able to light candles for loved ones.  
There’s usually tea, coffee & biscuits on offer and some-
body to welcome you but if you want to be sure we’re open 
just give the office a call (01737 552461) before you come. 

 
COME & KEEP FIT IN THE CHURCHYARD!  

We’re a small but happy and friendly bunch that meets 
regularly on the first Saturday of each month to tidy up 
our lovely Garden of Remembrance area of the church-
yard.  As a Churchwarden and member of the Bereave-
ment visiting group, I know how important this Garden 
is to many visitors and parishioners.  Our next meeting 
will be on Saturday 5

th
 February at 10.00 – midday and 

if you would like to join us you will be very welcome.  
Good exercise, good weeding and most of all good chatting.  Bring your own 
secateurs etc plus a flask.  Biscuits will be provided! 

LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU ON SAT 5
TH

 FEBRUARY.  
[Call Gill on 01737 553596 if you want to know more.] 

 
PRAM SERVICE ... 

 
… for babies, toddlers & pre-schoolers and their 
mums, dads, grannies, grandpas or other carers will be on 

Tuesday, 15 February in the Church at 9.45 for 10.00 
a.m. start   The third Tuesday of every month (except Au-
gust) we have a time of praise and fun with rhymes, action 
songs, story, activity and birthday celebrations.  We were 
very small in number for the Christmas Pram Service but 
we had a lot of fun finding out what Christmas was all 
about, and in January we followed the star (with the wise men) over mountains 
and across deserts and opened three mystery presents to find kisses and 
smiles galore and the ‘golden treasure’ of chocolate buttons to share in the 
third!  If you have a little one (or more) with you on a Tuesday morning why 
don’t you come and have fun with us  -  and stay for refreshments, play and 
chat afterwards. 
 

 PRAY, KNIT & CHAT ...   
… is a lively popular group run by our Mothers’ Union branch but 
open to anybody, whether you like to knit or not, who enjoys good 
company and plenty of chat helped along with tea, coffee & cake!  
The group meets monthly on the fourth Wednesday—23rd Febru-
ary this month at 2.00 p.m. in the Old Church.  You will be 

warmly welcomed.. 
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 Next month we come out of ‘hibernation’ 
and things start to get busy.  Lent starts 
on the 2nd with a special service for Ash 
Wednesday, most housegroups turn into  
’Lent Groups’, a fantastic illustrated talk 
is on offer, as is an opportunity to give 

the church some much-needed ’tlc’. and the month rounds off 
with our postponed Quiz Night.  Read on for early details. 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY 
 
Get Lent off to a good start with our Ash 
Wednesday Holy Communion service, with 
Ashing, on Wednesday 2

nd
 March at 7.30 

p.m. in the Church.  Lent is a season of prep-
aration and reflection taking us on a journey 
with Jesus to the events of Holy Week and 
Easter.  On Ash Wednesday, we particularly fo-
cus on those things for which we are sorry and the 
many promises we make which turn to dust and ashes in our 
forgetfulness and human frailty.  We remember, too, the great love 
and mercy of God who remains faithful, whatever our failings.  At the Ash 
Wednesday service, each person who wishes can be marked with the sign of 
the cross in ash - a sign of God's love, our sorrow, and our desire to follow Je-
sus in his journey to the cross. 
     

LENT ~ in a group or by yourself? 
 
Rev’d Sue Thomas writes… 
 
Resilience - where do you find it? 
 
What would it be like to experience staying overnight in the Egyptian desert?  
How would you find resilience in this place?  Would your mind cope in under-
standing this beautiful, but austere place?  Where do you think you would en-
counter God? 

 
Justine Allain Chapman, Archdeacon 

of Boston, Lincolnshire, spent time 
on retreat with the Bedouin, a no-

madic tribe who live in the Sinai De-
sert in Egypt.  While they did provide 
meals, she was then left to herself to 
live alone during the day and through 
the night.  It was here she discovered 

resilience as she looked at Jesus’  
own struggle as he faced temptations 

in a place of wilderness. 

8 



9 

Photos by Justine: Sinai desert - ‘rock bed’  
 

During Lent we mark the 40 days in which Je-
sus retreats into the Judaean wilderness or 
desert, driven there by the Holy Spirit, to face 
temptations and struggle.  Ash Wednesday 
begins Lent on Wednesday, 2nd March and 
we are invited to follow Jesus into the desert to 
deepen our prayer life and through his person-
al journey find ourselves shaped by him as he 
teaches us how to survive and grow.  Justine 
recently was the keynote speaker at Bishop 

Christopher’s Spirituality Day at Southwark 
Cathedral.  She spoke on Resilience.  Resili-
ence is the ability to bounce back or to be 
strengthened in response to the adversities of 
life.  She has researched resilience at the In-
ternational Research Centre of the Resilience 

Project, a project linked to the University of Salzburg.  Her 
book ‘The Resilient Disciple: A Lenten Journey from Ad-
versity to Maturity’ covers each of the 40 days of Lent and 
is available on-line. 

 
 

Lent 
Course 
2022 

 

The Lent Course I have written is 
largely based on Justine’s book and 
is a six week Lent Course called 
‘Resilience’ - a Lenten Journey.  
(You do not need Justine’s book for 
this course). The course encour-
ages looking at the challenges of 
moving from Resilience into Joy.  It 
looks at what adversity is and how 
we can be strengthened by God 
through it; how to journey through 
difficult times to find life, and to find 
faith strengthened through deeper 
discipleship.  We follow the downfall 
of the disciple Peter who denies Je-
sus three times and how Jesus re-
stores their relationship with three 
simple, repeated questions: ‘Do you 
love me?’  As Peter hears he is to 
‘Feed Jesus’ sheep’, Peter 



recognises that everything in their relationship is right again between them.  So 
right in fact that he is now the ‘Rock’ on which Jesus said he will build his 
church. 
 
If Peter can fail Jesus so dramatically and be the inspiration for Jesus’ church, 
in following the story of Peter we will practically know Jesus’ Resurrection Life 
this Easter. 
 
The Lent Course will be run by House Groups and I hope you will consider 
joining a group, just for Lent, as it is a great way to get to know people.  Some 
groups meet on-line and others in houses, some in the day and others in the 
evening.  Please do get in touch if you’d like to come to a group.  If you’d like a 
copy of the Lent Course, please look out for one on the table at the back of the 

church or ask the Parish Office                                              Sue 
sue.thomas431@gmail.com  

 
  

 
A TREAT OF AN EVENING ~ Saturday, 5

th
 March! 

 

'An Artist of Note: A Close Look at the Turner £20'  
Banknotes have been described as 'the business card of the nation', a fas-
cinating blend of symbolism and security.  This talk, by art historian Nicola 

Moorby, takes 
an in-depth 
look at the 
first British 
banknote to 
depict an art-
ist - the land-
scape painter, 
J.M.W. 
Turner.  She 
will trace the 
story of the 
twenty pound 
denomination 
and the histo-

ry of banknote design, before taking a close look at the polymer £20, re-
leased in February 2020.  Nicola will discuss how the Bank of England’s 
concept represents the various aspects of Turner’s life, work and legacy, 
and celebrates the role of the visual arts in Britain.  Perhaps there are some 
hidden features you weren't aware of in this everyday work of art?     
 

Saturday 5 March ~7.30 p.m. in the Church 
Tickets (in aid of Church Funds): £10  ~ from the Parish Office ~  

at stjohns@coulsdon.net ~ or 01737 552461 
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THE BIG CHURCH SPRING CLEAN 
Saturday 19 March 
9.30—1.00 
 

It’s a long time since the Church had a 
Spring Clean and especially after the 
last two years of spasmodic use it’s very 
much in need of some TLC!  So please 
will you come and help?    
 

 
 
 
 
 

EVERYBODY CAN HELP  
—whatever your age or 
your capabilities—from 
gentle tasks like checking 
hymnbooks, tidying up, 
etc. to polishing chairs, 
right up to cleaning win-
dows—and everything in 
between—to send the spi-
ders scurrying!  
SO WILL YOU HELP? 
 

If you can bring some equipment for whatever you fancy doing 
or just general cleaning materials or your favourite feather dust-
er, that would be wonderful.  There 
will be tea, coffee & CAKE available 
during the morning. 
 
Please come and help if you can—
even if only for a short while.  If you 
leave it to others to get on with—they 
might not turn up either! 



Rev’d Sue Thomas writes… 
 

Happy New Year! 
 
One of my favourite Christmas presents was a set of artist’s pencils, the ex-
act set I used to have as a young teenager.  They are water-soluble colours 

so the colours can be blended 
together with water.   
 
Over Christmas, it was a great 
way to relax and I used 
‘colouring-in’ blessing cards to 
get back to re-remembering how 
I used to work with them.  And it 
is not easy!  
 
First, I settled myself on the sofa 
and forgot my glasses, so 
worked without them so this first 
one is a bit blotchy!   
 
Then I experimented with blend-
ing and outlining each flower 

with stronger shades, but I had no brush to 
blend the colours together, and the middle 
went a bit mustardy!  I tried again with a sec-
ond card.  I thought I’d try using darker, mut-
ed shades as I’m not so keen on these.  
 
Being so relaxed, on the sofa, I didn’t feel like 
finding a sharpener so the words I outlined 
are smudged.  I didn’t have a paintbrush.  I 
used an old poor quality makeup brush so 
any fine detail was lost.  I’ve now rummaged 
round and found one - I’ve still yet to use it.   

 
 
 
 
 
I now have some very personal 
bookmarks for the books I received 
as presents and, do you know, the 
strange thing is that working on 
these the words have stuck and I 
find them the most helpful words 
ever.  I hope you do too!    
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Bishop of Croydon to leave 
Southwark Diocese 
 
The Bishop of Croydon, The Rt Revd Jona-
than Clark, announced last September that 
he would be leaving the Diocese of South-
wark on March 21, 2022 – exactly 10 years to 
the day of his consecration as Bishop. 
 

“I’m sad about all I’ll be leaving, as well as 
excited about what lies ahead,” said Bishop 
Jonathan, who will be moving to Orkney 
with his wife Alison, who will be continuing 
her academic and creative work. “I plan to 
write more and will be teaching, leading re-
treats and offering mentoring support to 
clergy,” he continued. 

 
The Bishop of Southwark, The Rt Revd Christopher Chessun, said, “Bishop Jona-
than has served the Diocese of Southwark with energy, integrity and vision for ten 
years as the Bishop of Croydon.  He has been a superb colleague and has also 
served the wider Diocese as Chair of the Southwark Board of Education as well 
as the national church in various additional roles, particularly on Ministry Council 
and as one of the lead bishops for refugee issues.  I am grateful to him for all he 
has accomplished, for his companionship in episcopal ministry, and for his loving 
service of God’s people.  He and Alison go with our prayers and gratitude as they 
move forward to the next stage of life and ministry.” 
 

A Service of Farewell will be held in Croydon Minster on  
Thursday 24

th
 February at 5.30 p.m. 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
  
MOTHERS' UNION - Transformation - Now! 
 
This is the theme for 2022 as we look to the future with fresh vision. 
 
Mothers' Union is a Christian organisation that has been supporting 
families worldwide for over 140 years.  Started by our founder Mary 
Sumner in 1876 in her local parish, we have grown into an international 
charity with over 4 million members in 84 countries.  We demonstrate our faith 
in action.  This happens as we work towards stopping poverty, stopping inequality, 
and stopping injustice.  Our members work at grassroots level around the world. 
They bring hope and practical support to millions of people every year through 
parenting, literacy and community development programmes. 

:Do your little bit of good where you are; its those little 
bits of good put together that overwhelm the world.  

      Desmond Tutu 

https://www.azquotes.com/quote/298488
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/298488


Our prayer, as we continue to live lives still dominated by COVID, is that we can: 
Transform ourselves, personally and spiritually, to live out our faith 
Transform the churches and communities we work with, and of which 
we are a part, to reflect Christ's kingdom 
Transform Mothers' Union to be relevant for 21st century life. 

"For with God nothing shall be impossible" - Luke 1:37 
 
BRANCH DATES: 
Tues 1 February:   9.45am  Corporate Holy Communion, 
       followed by refreshments   
Sat 5 February:   10.30-12.00  MU AGM & Coffee Morning 
   in Church - refreshments and entertainment! 
                           
Wed 23 February:   2.00pm   Pray, Knit & Chat in Church -  
       do join us whether you are a knitter or not,  
       all welcome! 
 
FAITH IN ACTION - Each month we will highlight a particular project or aspect of 
MU's work around the world. 
 
This month:  Alleviation from poverty in Burundi  
MU in Burundi is planning to establish a Sustainable Literacy, Economic and So-
cial Empowerment project.  This would focus on supporting women who are sole 

providers for themselves and their 
families, unlocking their economic and 
social possibilities through participa-
tory literacy, savings, and business 
training circles. 
 
Working in the Dioceses of Buhiga, 
Rutana & Mutana, and with MU's close 
partnership with the church, partici-
pants would have the chance to allevi-
ate themselves from poverty.  The aim 
is to identify and train Voluntary Facili-
tators to work within their communities 
across the Dioceses, each setting up a 
training circle for local women.  

 
Participants would receive education in this manner over two years and be en-
couraged to take up leadership positions within their communities and churches.  
Once confident in literacy, participants would be encouraged to attend MU's fi-
nancial savings groups, learning to identify business opportunities and grow ex-
isting ventures. 
 
Please pray for these women who are sole providers, that MU can help open up 
an array of new providers.  
 

"...if you spend yourselves on behalf of the hungry and satisfy the 
needs of the oppressed, then your light will rise in the darkness, and 
your night will become like the noonday."  Isaiah 58: 10 
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Sunday 
6

th 
  

February  
  

10:00-14:00  
 

St. John’s 
Parish Hall 
Old Coulsdon 
 

Following the success of last year's Coulsdon Great Big Green Day, eCO2 Solu-
tions and Lisa's Eco Kitchen are again hosting an event to promote sustainable 
living in and around Coulsdon.  Get tips on changes you can make, share ideas 
or just come for a nosey.  
 
Stalls will include:  ► eCO2 Solutions  ► Lisa's Eco Kitchen   ► Caterham Re-
pair Café  ► Solo Wood Recycling   ► Eco Argentum  ► Friends of Farthing 
Down and Happy Valley  ► La Valigetta Craft Group   ► Croydon Community 
Energy   ► TerraCycle UK   ► Energise e-bikes  ► Tollers Lane Garden Com-

munity Project … and of course the Chat Zone. 
 
Paul writes:  ‘I encourage you to go along and support the venture, and buy their 
products.  As a church our mission commits us to care for God's creation, and do 
all we can to live in a more eco-friendly way. ‘ 
 
 

 

God said “I know the plans I have for you” 
 
The first Friday in March is set aside as the ‘World Day of Prayer’.  However in 
2021 the Coulsdon churches joined together in prayer 
on 25 June, and who knows when this year’s service 
will take place. 
 
But at the present time Old Coulsdon Congregational 
Church is the planned venue for a 10.30am service,  
followed by refreshments, on Friday 4 March 2022 
on the above theme. 
 
The service has been written by women from England, 
Wales and Northern Ireland – no foreign language to 
battle with, and Scotland likes to work separately. 
 
The writers of this year’s service considered:-  

* The Bible passage from Jeremiah and the situa-
tion of the exiled people of Israel who longed to 

Sustainable Coulsdon Green Day II 
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return home.  Current exile often comes from poverty, 
fear or isolation but God’s plans give us all hope.  

* God is beyond our understanding but too often we use 
masculine language to address Him.  In order to draw 
attention to the wider imagery of God, in this service, 
the phrase “God our Mother and our Father” is used.  

* Our history of being a conquering nation, which caused 
suffering to our brothers and sisters in other countries.  
A Prayer of Confession acknowledges this. 

 
We invite you all to attend the service, whenever it is held, and to watch for these 
points of consideration.  There will be time to discuss your views over refresh-
ments afterwards.                                          Your local committee 
 
 

CATCHING UP WITH OUR CHURCHWARDEN  
It’s a funny old world isn’t it?  My little contribution to the December 2021 maga-
zine was started in October and now in a new year I’m staring at the keyboard in 
December for a February edition. 
 
No matter – there’s always plenty to talk about and we started December with 
another Bereavement Group Gardening Club working party.  This time we con-
centrated on the fallen leaves and with a blower and rakes the group managed to 
fill another four big builders’ bags, as well as clearing up a couple of bottles of 
fizz and the remnants of a small party that someone had held in the big old part 
of the graveyard.  I’m more than happy for members of the community to enjoy 
the peace and tranquility of our churchyard, but I do so wish they’d take their rub-
bish home – or even put it in our black bin. 
 
Anyway – less moans and more joy – so here we are on another fine day prior to 
the coffee and chocolate biscuits appearing on the scene 

 
 
 
 
 

Gill with  
the blower
  
 
 
Silvia and  

Graham  
raking up 

       
  

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Doesn’t it look 
nice – well 

done every-
body – includ-

ing Patricia 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You would have thought wouldn’t you, that by mid-December the grass would 
have stopped growing – but no, it keeps on going, so the ‘wintering’ of the mow-
ers and strimmers has had to be delayed.  My favourite machine – the Honda 
Easy Start – however has resisted the long season and accompa-
nied me home for some TLC; and thanks to YouTube I found that 
it needed the thermowax auto choke thingy replacing.  I’m sure 
that like me, most of you will be well versed in these things(!) but 
for those who aren’t here’s a picture; and it is just about this size.  
eBay wanted £35 but Cornell & Varley in Purley got me one for 
£31, so sometimes it pays to shop local. 
 

The Parish Hall has had its gas meter up-
graded, and is now supposed to be ‘Smart’ 
– I just hope the bills don’t increase the way 
mine have.   
 
Some may have noticed recently that the 
outside floodlights that make the church 
look so beautiful at night, have failed.  Re-
placements are on order and we are hoping 
that at least one of them may be fixed be-
fore Christmas.  Our electrician is trying his 
best but has been told there is an eight- 
week lead time, so we may be unlucky 
……………………. sometime later – hurray 
– John Symon has come up trumps, and 
just before the Carol Service one of the 
floodlights got fixed – and what a difference 
it has made. 

 
We have also received the Archdeacon’s 
authority to replace the two failed rainwater 

downpipes that I’ve mentioned in previous issues of the magazine.  They come 
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from the factory in black, but in order for them to match the others round the 
building, the contractors will be painting them grey prior to installation. 
 
Last Sunday – the 19

th
 (Dec)– we enjoyed the service of readings and carols 

(The Carol Service) and (in my opinion) it was the most fantastic of events.  Our 
Christmas choir sang beautifully; with the descants making our spines tingle.  
Some 60 people turned up including a small handful of children, and a few 
‘strangers’ who were most welcome, and after the hiatus of the last couple of 
years it was wonderful to have the Christmas Story brought back to life through 
small passages from the Gospels. 
 
This week we shall continue the preparations for Christmas 
by setting the church up for the Crib Services on Christmas 
Eve, so it is to be hoped that all the little boys and girls in Old 
Coulsdon have been good throughout the year, so that this 
shady looking gentleman I found checking up on his round, 
will visit with his reindeer sleigh! 
 
For the Crib Services it was decided to erect just a small 

stage at 
the front 
of the 
church 
rather than set it ‘in the 
round’ as has been done be-
fore, and to perform twice in 
order to keep the numbers 
manageable and safe.  As it 
turned out we had quite good 
attendances, two live babies, 
some willing participants in 
the children – and a couple of 
handsome inn-keepers, so 
once again we must thank 
Paul and Sue for their efforts 
in making the afternoon so 
memorable. 

 
After Christmas Enid and I at-
tended a 100

th
 birthday party 

for Margaret Lee at the Bowls 
Club on December 30

th
, which was a wonderful occasion, although her son and 

his part of the family couldn’t make it back from Norway where they live due to 
travel restrictions, but other branches of her family came over from China, and 
from Kuala Lumpur, so it was a lovely afternoon.   
 
The following morning we headed off to Cornwall to spend New Year with one of 
our oldest friends.  The weather could have been better, but we managed a cou-
ple of nice walks up and over the valley of the river Lynher.  We got blown inside 
out at Boscastle but enjoyed a nice lunch, and just sat in the car up on Bodmin 
Moor as the wind and rain battered everyone and anything in its path; but it was 
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a good break – and the traffic in both directions was very light.   
 
Well the weather today is glorious so we must be into a new year, with everyone 
looking forward – except perhaps Boris as he faces party questions, but for us in 
Old Coulsdon it has  been pretty good news so far; and on a morning like this it’s 
worth being alive and able to give thanks. 
 
 

NEWS SNIPPETS: 
 
FOOD HUB  Thank you to everyone who popped items in the Food Hub box in 
the church porch before Christmas.  Sylvia & Graham kindly took several bags of 
goods down to the Hub just before Christmas and they were very gratefully re-
ceived.  Our collection continues and we understand that     *  Long life whole 
milk   *  Small bags of sugar  *  Jars of peanut butter   *  Tinned meat meals 
(not spicy)   *  Packet soup   *  Small bottles of squash   *  Small washing 
up liquid   * Washing tablets/capsules are the priority items at present 
 

*THE GATTON PASSION 2022 – PERFORMERS WANTED*   Gatton 
Community Theatre is a unique Christian community theatre company, based in 
the parishes of Merstham & Gatton on the North Downs above Reigate which is 
hoping to be able to stage an exciting open-air promenade production of *The 
Passion *in the  grounds of Gatton Park, Reigate, in July this year.  There are op-
portunities to be part of the production either on stage or behind the scenes.  No 
formal auditions required, instead anyone interested in joining in is invited to 
come to drama workshops and meet the team on Saturday 5

th
 and/or Sunday 

6
th

 March at 2.30pm at All Saints Church, Battlebridge Lane, South-
Merstham.  Anyone, regardless of experience or ability, who would like to be in-
volved will be able to take part  
 
THE QUEEN'S PLATINUM JUBILEE:  On Sunday 5

th
 June we are pro-

posing an open-air service in the Rectory garden, followed by a picnic.  In the af-
ternoon our Mothers' Union group will be serving cream teas at the Rectory.  Her 
Majesty the Queen is the Patron of the MU and we want to mark her link with it. 

  

20 

CHURCH OF OLD COULSDON   
CLERGY  The Rector,  Rev. Paul Roberts, 
      The Rectory, Coulsdon Road, Old Coulsdon     01737  552152 
             (not available on Mondays)  
      The Rev. Sue Thomas       020 8406 9300 
     (available Thursdays & Sundays) READER: 
   Christine McCutchion       01737  553681 
WARDENS 
   Tony Tucker         01737  555590 
   Gill Thaxter         01737  553596 
TREASURER 
   Lynn Howell         01737  551652 
 
PARISH OFFICE:  Monday-Friday   9.30 a.m. - 12 noon  
                          Email     stjohns@coulsdon.net     Phone:  01737 552461 



 
 
 

We are grateful to all those who support St. John’s by plac-
ing their advertisements in this magazine.   If you would 
like to advertise your company or services here please con-
tact the Parish Office at stjohns@coulsdon.net or call 01737 
552461. 
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www.oasisacademybyron.org

Oasis Academy Byron 020 8668 4877     Byron Children’s Centre 020 8763 6285     Mulberry Bush 020 8660 4180

WELCOME TO OASIS BYRON PART OF THE OASIS COULSDON HUB

ON THE OASIS ACADEMY BYRON SITE WE OFFER THE COMPLETE PACKAGE OF HIGH QUALITY  

EDUCATION AND CHILDCARE IN A FULLY INCLUSIVE AND WELCOMING ENVIRONMENT

FOR FAMILIES FROM PREGNANCY TO 11 YEARS
BYRON CHILDREN’S CENTRE HAS A WIDE RANGE OF HEALTH AND EARLY YEARS ACTIVITES FOR EXPECTANT MOTHERS AND FAMILIES WITH 

UNDER 5’S
THE MULBERRY BUSH OFFERS HIGH QUALITY CHILDCARE FOR CHILDREN AGED 2 – 11 INCLUDING FREE SESSIONS FOR 2 -4 YEAR OLDS 

8.00-6.00               48 WEEKS A YEAR

OASIS ACADEMY BYRON OFFERS PRIMARY EDUCTION FOR CHILDREN FROM RECEPTION TO YEAR 6 ON A FANATASTIC GREEN AND SECURE 
SITE

PLEASE LOOK AT THE WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION OR CALL THE NUMBERS TO ARRANGE A VISIT 

Graded ‘Outstanding in all areas’ by Ofsted—Oct. 2018 
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1 Norfolk House, Wellesley Road, Croydon, CR0 1LH 

 



 


