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   7 –SECOND SUNDAY before LENT 

     9.30 a.m.  Parish Communion  (live-streamed ONLY— 
          on Facebook/through church website) 
   
  14 – SUNDAY next before LENT 

     9.30 a.m.  Parish Communion, (live-streamed ONLY - 
          on Facebook/through church website) 
    11.00 a.m.  Family Service  (live-streamed ONLY on Zoom) 
 

  17—ASH WEDNESDAY 
     7.30 p.m.  ‘A Time of Prayer & Reflection’  (on Zoom) 
 

  21– FIRST SUNDAY of LENT 

     9.30 a.m.  Parish Communion, (live-streamed ONLY via website) 
   
  27—Saturday 
     7.30 p.m. St. John’s ‘Fun Zoom Quiz’ -  
       Contact Paul at Rev.Paul.C.Roberts@gmail.com  to join in! 
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   28– SECOND SUNDAY of LENT 

     9.30 a.m.  Parish Communion, (live-streamed ONLY— 
          on Facebook/through church website) 
 

MARCH 
 
If we are able to worship in Church again … these should be the 
services in the first week of March …. 

 
    4—Thursday 
    11.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 
    5—Friday 
     10.30 a.m.  ‘World Day of Prayer Service’,  
          at Coulsdon Methodist Church 

   7 –THIRD SUNDAY of LENT 

     9.30 a.m.  Parish Communion, in Church  (and live-streamed  
          on Facebook/through church website) 
 

… if not, there will be no service on the Thursday and the 9.30 ser-
vice will continue to be live-streamed only! 

 
HOW TO JOIN SERVICES ON-LINE  

You can follow the services online live as they’re 
streamed from the Church.  Go to St. John’s website 

at www.stjohns.coulsdon.net, click on the link to 
’Facebook’ in Paul’s introduction on the home 
page (and ‘not now’ if you’re asked if you want to 
join Facebook) and finally click on the appropriate 
service.  And, of course, if the service times are not 
convenient for you, the recorded service will be 

ready when you are afterwards!   Watch live or 
watch later! Please contact the Parish Office on 

01737 552461 or at stjohns@coulsdon.net  if you want 
to know more or need any help with this .    
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PLEASE 
…. think about writing something for the maga-
zine—you can do it!  Just a few words, or more, 
about your ‘lockdown’, your local walks, whether 

you’ve been enjoying online services or can’t 
wait to get back to church, any local news.  

This is the deadline for handwritten notes or 
emails, etc. to be with the Editor for the 
March magazine!    Hope to hear from you! 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Lockdown Lent 2.0 
 
Dear Friends 
 
It looks very likely that we will be living through a second lockdown Lent.  May-
be by Easter we will be able to meet together in church to celebrate our risen 
Lord Jesus.  
 
Lent begins on Ash Wednesday (February 17

th
).  Normally we would have a ser-

vice in church that day, but this year I invite you to join me by 
Zoom for a time of prayer and reflection.  We will 
read Jesus’ ‘Sermon on the Mount’ and take 
some time to reflect on how his teaching can 
guide us through the six weeks of Lent.  The 
house groups will be using these chapters from 
the bible in their meetings during this time, and 
I think this is something we could all do.  So, if 
you think of giving something up for Lent, give 

up some time each day to listen to Jesus 
through his word, and reflect on what difference it 

would make to you and to others if you put it into practice. 
 
For those who can’t join us by Zoom on Ash Wednesday, or any other time, I’ll 
be preparing a simple guide that you can use yourself during Lent. (next page)  
 
Jesus always drew a crowd, and we can imagine people squashed together, 
straining to hear him as he spoke.  Though we can’t be physically close togeth-
er at this time we can be together in spirit, hearing Jesus speak to us and to the 
church.  
 
If you are not already on my church email list and would like to receive a Zoom 
invitation for Ash Wednesday, please contact me at 
Rev.Paul.C.Roberts@gmail.com  
 
With all good wishes 
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 JOY in the CHURCHYARD! 
 

On leaving the church office one day last week, I had to locate 
a grave in the churchyard.  The sun was shining—a nice 

change among the dull and wet days—so I couldn’t resist 
walking around  to see if Spring really was on the way.  I 
had already seen one or two tiny Snowdrops near the 
path, but a few snowdrops is only a hint 
that it is coming.  Then over by the Gar-

den of Remembrance I found the first  

Primrose and then a few more.  I felt my 
spirits lift, Spring really had started to arrive, 

and with a big smile on my face, I positively skipped down the 
church path—past the tall Daffodil shoots with fat buds not 
quite ready to open—and the joyful feeling has stayed with me.   
 
So if you want somewhere different to go for your ‘once-a-day 
outing for exercise’ why not pop into the churchyard for a while 
to enjoy the peace and quiet and see what is happening—and 
those Daffodils to the left of the path near the gate will surely be 
bursting open very soon!     WB 

 
BIBLE PASSAGES for the SIX WEEKS OF LENT 
 

If you would like to set yourself a target for Lent then I suggest you join the 
challenge of reading Jesus’ ‘Sermon on the Mount’ (found in Matthew chap-
ters 5 to 7) and reflect on Jesus’ teaching for yourself, for the church and for 
the world. 
 
It contains Jesus’ most challenging teaching to his disciples.  As we read it, 
let’s remember that we are disciples learning from our master.  Imagine your-
self on the mountaintop with Jesus as he sets out the values and practices of 
the kingdom of God that he invites us to be part of.  
 
I’ve set out a plan which gives a scripture passage for each week, but as you 
read the same passage each day come to it with different ques-
tions. 

 
Week 1:  Matthew 5:1 – 16 

Week 2:  Matthew 5:17 – 48  

Week 3:  Matthew 6:1 – 18  

Week 4:  Matthew 6:19 – 34 

Week 5:  Matthew 7:1 – 12 

Week 6:  Matthew 7:13 – 28 
 

Questions for each day:   
Monday:  What encourages me from this passage?  

Tuesday:  What do I find difficult or challenging?  
Wednesday:  If we put these words into practice, what difference  
     would it make to us and to the world?? 

Thursday:  Is there something here that we should pay heed to as a church?  
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Friday:  What hinders us living in this way?  
Saturday:  What does God want me to do in the light of his word?   
 

I find it helpful sometimes to write down my thoughts – it helps me to focus, and if 
there is something good I will remember it.  So why not create a ‘Lent Diary’? 

Paul 
 

COULD YOU GIVE UP 6 HOURS … JUST for LENT? 
How about joining a House-Group Online …   
… from the comfort of your own home, to study and discuss the Lent programme 

on the ’Sermon on the Mount’ that Paul has mentioned 
above, if you are able to? 
The following groups would be delighted to welcome you: 
 

Tuesdays 7.30pm on Zoom—Paul’s new Lent Group 
(details from Paul at  Rev.Paul.C.Roberts@gmail.com ) 

  
Wednesdays 2.00 p.m. weekly from 17 Feb. on Zoom 
(contact Christine at chris.mccutchion@virginmedia.com) 

 
Wednesdays 7.30 p.m.—Life Group - 17 Feb.. Ash Wed reflections, then 

weekly for five weeks to 24 March. (Full details from Sue at 
sue.thomas431@gmail.com 

 
Thursdays  8.00 p.m. on Zoom   (Contact Carole Caddick via 

stjohns@coulsdon.net) 
 

So why not take your pick, contact the group that’s most convenient, and give it a 
try.  If you find it’s not for you there’s no compulsion to stay the course.  You might 
prefer to follow Paul’s suggested Lent Practice above which is fine.  But you may 
find you enjoy being with a group exchanging ideas or just quietly taking part.   

 
CHRISTMAS in RETROSPECT 
 
Christmas 2020 may seem ages ago, and in some 
cases best forgotten, but we just wanted to let 
those who weren’t able to make it to church know 
that there was a lovely tree (very kindly donated by 
The Aycorn Shoppe on the Parade) - one day it 
was bare and the next beautifully decorated by un-
seen ’angels’ using many of the lovely handmade 
‘baubles’ crafted some years ago!  The pillars were 
garlanded as usual and there was the olive-wood 
Nativity scene and another tree in the Old Church.    
It was just rather sad that so few could come and 
enjoy the Advent anticipation and Christmas cele-
bration—but marvellous that more could join us 
online.  Thank you to EVERYONE who worked 
hard to ensure Christmas came to St. John’s and 
could be spread further afield!  
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A LETTER from the ARCHBISHOPS of CANTERBURY and YORK  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

To the nation                                                                           26 January 2021  

 
Dear friends  
 
As we reach the terrible milestone of 100,000 deaths from COVID-19, we invite 

everyone in our nation to pause as we reflect on the enormity of this pandemic.  
 
100,000 isn’t just an abstract figure.  Each number is a person: someone we 

loved and someone who loved us.  We also believe that each of these people was 

known to God and cherished by God.  
 
We write to you then in consolation, but also in encouragement, and ultimately in 

the hope of Jesus Christ.  The God who comes to us in Jesus knew grief and suf-

fering himself.  On the cross, Jesus shares the weight of our sadness.  
 
We therefore encourage everyone who is feeling scared, or lost or isolated to cast 

their fears on God.  We also know that poorer communities, minority ethnic com-

munities and those living with disabilities have been afflicted disproportionately 

and cry out for the healing of these inequalities.  During this pandemic, we en-

courage everyone to do all they can to live within the guidelines and constraints 

given by government following the advice of the Chief Medical Officer and Chief 

Scientific Adviser.  We show our commitment, care and love for one another by 

ensuring we do everything we can to stop the virus spreading.  
 
None of this is easy.  Very many of us are experiencing isolation, loneliness, anxie-

ty and despondency like never before.  Many people have lost their livelihoods. 

Our economy struggles.  Also, the necessary restrictions we live with have also 

prevented us from being alongside loved ones as they died, or even at their grave-

side.  All grief profoundly affects us, but this pandemic grief is so hard.  
 
Therefore, we need to support each other. We do this by following the guidelines.  

But we also do it by reaching out to each other with care and kindness.  
 
One thing we can all do is pray.  We hope it is some consolation to know that the 

church prays for the life of our nation every day.  Whether you’re someone of faith, 

or not, we invite you to call on God in prayer.  Starting on 1 February we invite you 

to set aside time every evening to pray, particularly at 6pm each day.  More than 

ever, this is a time when we need to love each other.  Prayer is an expression of 
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love.  A number of resources will be made available at www.ChurchofEngland.org/

PrayerForTheNation.  

 
GOOD NEWS! 
 
Thank you to everyone who bought 
packs of St. John’s Christmas Cards.  
You may be surprised to know that we 
sold nearly 2,000 cards and with your 
help were able to raise £840 for St. 
John’s funds!  Our initial order was for 
1,000 cards and these had been sold  
early in November.  A second order for 
500 more arrived soon after publicity in 
CR5 (for which we were grateful) and 
flew out!  A third and final order for 500 
took us right up to Christmas.  Those who were 
shielding or unhappy about leaving home were very grateful to have packs de-
livered to them which was lovely and made it feel that St. John’s was offering a 
useful service.  Thanks also to those who rounded up their payments to include a 
donation.  I’m sure that the late Ray Goodwin, a superb local amateur artist who 
painted this picture in 1981, from a photo taken in 1921, would have been delight-
ed.     P.S.  The printers were generous and sent some  extra cards with each or-
der so there are a few packs left.  Should you need any notelets—or want to order 
some cards early for next Christmas!! - just contact the Parish Office.      Wendy  

Finally, we write of hope.  We are grateful for the hope we have because of the ser-

vice of our NHS and social care staff.  What a blessing and lifeline for our nation.  

We are grateful for the service given in local communities by clergy, other frontline 

workers and so many good neighbours.  We are grateful for the hope of the vaccine.  

It is a testimony to the God-given wisdom and gifts of scientists and researchers.  

We urge everyone to take the vaccine as soon as it is offered to you.  
 
Most of all, we have hope because God raised Jesus from the dead.  This is the 

Christian hope that we will be celebrating at Easter.  We live in the hope that we will 

share in his resurrection.  Death doesn’t have the last word.  In God’s kingdom eve-

ry tear will be wiped away.  
 
Please be assured of our prayers.  Please join us.  

 

 

 

 

 

The Most Revd & Rt Hon Justin Welby         The Most Revd & Rt Hon Stephen Cottrell  

        Archbishop of Canterbury                                         Archbishop of York 



Spiritual understanding in Lent. 
 
Nature is a cathedral and sanctuary 
made holy by God’s presence.  This 
photo gives a sense of a natural ca-
thedral, but one that begins in the 
desert and draws us up through to 
God’s light where God in Jesus pen-
etrates us and moulds us and the 
veil between heaven and earth slips 
away.  Palpable is the sense of 
God’s presence in this holy place.  
God opening the window of heaven 
to pour out his blessings.  Malachi, a 
prophet of the Old Testament, 
writes: ‘…says the Lord, I will open 
the floodgates of heaven for you.  I 
will pour out a blessing so great you 
won’t have enough room to take it 
in!’   (3:10) 
 
It is in Lent, as we follow Jesus into 
the desert, we find intimacy with him 
in all his fullness.  The desert is a 
place where our prayer lives deep-
en.  Prayer moves from attempts to 
persuade God to do something, to 
prayer where we seek God only for 
himself.   
 
I’ve felt that I’ve been living in some 
kind of lockdown desert for some 
time.  The good thing with that is 
that there are no distractions in the 
desert.  If we’re living in a desert it 
usually means we’ve used up our 
own resources and that is when 
God gets our full attention, and 
that’s good news!  It’s when we 
meet him personally and intimately.   
 
The graphic imagery of the desert is 
a harsh, arid place.  Jesus went 
through hardship in the desert wil-
derness and came out to begin his 
fresh new ministry full of the power 
of the Spirit (Luke 4:1,14).  If we 
want to move in the power of the 
Spirit, to live the life of the Holy Spir-
it, then to carry a depth of spirituality 
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means going along with Jesus into the desert.  It means taking time out to listen to 
him, to know the inhospitable desert places that we carry within us.  In these times 
with Jesus, we will discover endurance, perseverance, and purpose.  The purpose 
of the desert is to turn weakness into strength and to draw us close to Christ.   

 
That was Abba Moses’ desert experience.  
Abba Moses  was a Desert Father living in 
the Egyptian desert following the example of 
Jesus’ life, and the desert changed him.   His 
desert experience was about discovering 
that forgiveness is possible.  He tells this 
story: ‘A brother…committed a fault.  A coun-
cil was called to which Abba Moses was in-
vited, but he refused to go.  The priest sent 
someone to say to him, ‘Come, everyone is 
waiting.’  So he got up and went.  He took a 
leaking jug, filled it with water, and carried it 

with him.  The others came out to meet him and said, ‘What is this, Father?’  The 
old man said to them, ‘My sins run out behind me, and I do not see them, and to-
day I am coming to judge the error of another.’  When they heard that they said no 
more to the brother but forgave him.’  For him, God’s blessing was seeing God 
wipe out his own sin and because God gave him mercy, he was able to forgive 
too.  God confronted him with his sin and changed him into a gentle and caring 
person who could show mercy by forgiving others. 
 

It’s in the desert Jesus discovers a depth of spirituality that gives him strength 
and determination, but that comes from a place of utmost vulnerability and 
weakness.  And this vulnerability and weakness is turned into a strength lived 
out in Jesus’ manifesto in the Beatitudes: ‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven’ (Matthew 5:3).  Jesus left the desert re-
freshed and renewed to give impact, not only to political structures and social 
contexts with his Beatitudes, but also on a cosmic level, gaining victory over 
the temptations of the devil in the desert.   

 
Spiritual understanding in Lent or any time can be shared with someone trained 

as a Spiritual Director, someone who listens to you 
about your spiritual life with God in Jesus.  I have just 
started Zooming, this lockdown, with a new Spiritual 
Director (SD).  It has taken three sessions for us to get 
to know each other enough to talk more openly about 
my personal relationship with Jesus.  My SD kept ask-
ing me, ‘What was Jesus saying to me?  What did I 
hear?  What was God personally speaking to me 
about?’  It’s so easy to talk about this and that and not 
talk specifically about God speaking to me.  But even-
tually I spoke of that day’s morning prayer in the 
woods and I shared this story:  I’d said to God, ‘I want 

to hear you speak.’  And I was quite determined in my expectation of him doing 
this.  I listened intently and heard a strong bird song, then another quieter bird 
song, and then the terrific gale of wind, already blowing above me.  It seemed to 



me that God spoke as Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  The first strong bird song was 
the Father, the other song Jesus, and the wind the Spirit blowing overhead.  I’d 
just read some lines from Psalm 96: ‘Sing to the Lord a new Song, sing to the 
Lord all the earth.’  I felt God say to me, ‘I am singing a new song over you.’  It did-
n’t change me.  I didn’t feel any different.  Desert lockdown felt the same.  And I 
thought nothing of it, thinking these thoughts were because I’d read the opening 
lines of Psalm 96 ‘Sing to the Lord a new song, Sing to the Lord all the earth…’  
until my SD said to me that as I retold it to her it sent shivers down her spine.  It 
made me sit up at the wonder of God.  And actually notice his new song singing 
over me.   
 
Anyone can have a Spiritual Director, a prayer companion, or mentor as they are 
sometimes called, enabling you to be in touch with how God may be touching your 
life.  If you’d like to find out more, perhaps look at this website or you may like to 
speak to me or Paul.  Or you may like to take 3 minutes sitting with the photo of 
the rock/desert above, noticing the desert before moving up towards the light.  
May God in Jesus bless you with many blessings in the power of the Spirit this 

Lent.              Sue 
Reverend Sue Thomas 
sue.thomas431@gmail.com                www.spidir.org.uk 

Abba Moses story: Henri Nouwen - The Way of the Heart, DLT books 

Photo: desert/rock https://abbeyofthearts.com/about/prayer-cycle/ 

Photo: Abba Moses www.stshenoudamonastery.org.au/abba-moses-abba-poemen-seven-instructions-live-peace/   
 

 
ADAPTING MESSY CHURCH - 

SPRING PROGRAMME 
 
Well, with little sign that Messy church might 
be able to meet up just yet, we are trying 
something a bit different over the next couple 
of months.  Usually we stop during school hol-
idays, but with the children doing so much 
school work ‘on the screen’, Sandra and I 
thought it better if we record fewer talks on 
video.  They will still go through WhatsApp 
and Facebook but we will now include school 
holidays.  On the weeks between the talks we 
will give families the link to a song to sing to-
gether, so that will cut down on ‘screen time’.  
 
We plan to do the talks on Pancake day 
(Feb.16

th
 Shrove Tuesday during half term), before Mothering Sunday (March 9

th
) 

and before Easter (March 30
th
).  Also one in the Easter holidays (April 13

th
). 

Of course we will be reviewing this and will be glad of any feedback.  
 
Meanwhile the Family Service has restarted very successfully through ‘Zoom’, so 
Messy Church families can join in each month with those.  For safety reasons 
email addresses need to be sent to Paul  He will then send an invitation to the 
family for the next Family Service. 
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“Porridge Pot” Thank You 
 
A huge thank you to those who purchased gifts 
or kindly sent a Christmas donation, including an 
anonymous one, to support ‘The Porridge Pot.’  
 
Amazingly we raised £480, which covers our 
Christmas donation towards the provision of a 
daily bowl of porridge for the children in the 
Acholi School in Kasese, Uganda.  We do hope 
that as soon as we can have an event we will ar-
range one, perhaps in the garden. 
 

Alfonse had to close the school but he has continued to supply the families 
with food.  He was hoping to re-open in the New Year but we have not yet 
heard whether it was safe to do so.  

 
I will continue to make cards and crafts so do please ring if you need gifts for pre-
sents . I do hope that this service is helpful at a time when it is difficult to go to the 
shops.  I will have some Easter gifts for sale. 
 
Alfonse and his family asked us to send their greetings for the New Year and Tre-
vor and I join them in wishing you all a safe and healthy New Year and we pray 
that with the vaccine rolling out that this pandemic will soon be under control.  
May God bless you all.                                Sandra and Trevor Meadowcroft  

Tel.  01737558352   /   Mobile-07502570452 

 
MOTHERS’ UNION ..  
   

Mothers' Union is a global Christian membership charity that 
has been providing a support network for families since 1876. 
Working through our 4 million-strong membership we cam-
paign for policies which strengthen family life. 
 
Our focus on ending gender-based violence is promoted not 
only through our advocacy, but through working sensitively 
with communities for increased gender equality. 
 
Our focus on improving the lives of children is through practi-

cal outreach in the provision of parenting groups.  Our members work with fami-
lies who are going through times of stress and hardship bringing spiritual and 
practical support. 
 
Working as ambassadors for Christ, our goal is to see all people enjoy loving, re-
spectful and flourishing relationships. 
 
Here at St John's COVID-19 has hampered our work but as we look back over the 
year, we can see God's hand at work in all that we have been able to do!  Here 
are a few excerpts from our Annual Review and hopes for 2021 ... 
 

Mothering Sunday 2020 
This was the immediate casualty of the first lockdown, but Paul & I did man-
age to deliver about 2 dozen bunches of daffodils to those we felt most need-



ed cheering up!  The Mothering Sunday cards were not used so are ready 
for 2021!  Cake-bakers were contacted to cancel the cake sale, and Chris-
tine M. & Anne P. had to wait until October for the presentation of their over-
due long service certificates (40 yrs and 55 yrs respectively). 

 
July ‘Summer of Hope’ Cream Tea 
I was ‘hopeful’ for quite some time – even into September - that this might be the 
first event we could hold, and although lockdown did ease, the restrictions on 
numbers that could gather in private gardens or in public spaces, and the ban on 
social events in churches, meant that it could not take place.  I had investigated 
sealed individual portions for jam, clotted cream and the family had ‘tried out’ var-
ious shop-bought scones in preparation!!  However this knowledge may come in 
handy this year, if and when we can hold an event, if people feel more comforta-
ble with packaged goods rather than homemade….we’ll have to wait and see! 
 

Pray, Knit & Chat – despite not meeting during the year, 
some members have been knitting at home and so, to-
gether with donations from Rose's Purley Cross WI, Paul 
and I delivered 278 beanie hats and 31 small bags to ‘Knit 
for Peace’ in Hampstead.  I have received a lovely thank 
you letter from them and a list of items that they are cur-
rently in need of. 

 
The remaining premature baby items were delivered to 
Cathy S, who took them to Croydon University Hospital where some went to the 
prem baby unit, and others to the shop where they would be sold in aid of:  

The Chartwell Cancer Trust Lily Pad Appeal – who have teamed up with 
Croydon Health Services NHS to raise £750,000 to build a new and modern-
ised Oncology Unit, a crucial part of the planned £3m overhaul to integrate 
Acute Paediatric Services in Croydon University Hospital.  Together they can 
make a long-lasting difference in children’s healthcare, investing in: spacious 
bedrooms with en-suite bathrooms, fully effective isolation layouts to ensure 
infection control, specialist therapy facilities such as therapeutic play areas, 
a vibrant and uplifting environment, improved equipment and storage facili-
ties, family spaces and facilities (kitchen, rest and day visiting areas), a team 
base for medical staff (including kitchen and hot desks). TRANSFORMING 
CHILDREN’S CANCER CARE! 
 

So once Pray, Knit & Chat is up and running again, we are in good shape with a 
renewed vision and ideas, and would welcome donations of wool please!  
Thank you.     Nicy 

 
A LOVELY TALE ...   
from Peter Graystone, Southwark Lay Training Officer 
 
After I had preached at the Christmas Eve service I was greeting people 
as they left the church.  A little boy I didn’t know came up to say hel-
lo.  He said, ‘When I grow up I’m going to give you some money.’  I was 
delighted that the true meaning of Christmas had sunk in.  ‘That’s won-
derful,’ I said.  ‘What made you decide to do that?’  He replied, ‘Well, my 
dad says you’re one of the poorest preachers he’s ever heard.’ 
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THE WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 
 
This takes place on the first Friday in March 
each year, which in 2021 will be 

5 March.  Coulsdon Methodist Church in the 
Brighton Road is looking forward to welcom-
ing you at 10.30 am, so long as churches are 
allowed to remain open. 
 
The service has been prepared by Christian 
women of Vanuatu, an archipelago of eighty 
islands in the South Pacific Ocean, 2000 
miles east of Australia.  Their sandy beach-
es, coral reefs, colourful fish and birds make 
the islands desirable, but they are vulnera-
ble to tropical storms, cyclones, earth-
quakes, volcanic eruptions and tsunamis. 
 
The theme of the service is “Build on a 
Strong Foundation”, being the final 
verses of the ‘Sermon on the Mount’, as recorded in the Gospel of Matthew.  In a 
land frequently battered by cyclones the parable about building on a strong foun-
dation seems particularly apt, but the deeper meaning of the parable touches us 
all.  Only if we build on the strong foundation of God can we withstand the storms 
of life. 
 
In April 2020 Vanuatu was hit by Cyclone Harold, the second category 5 storm to 
hit the nation in five years.  It struck during a state of emergency due to Covid 19 
and in the middle of national elections.  The largest island, Esperu Santo, was 
transformed from a lush green landscape to a barren sun-burned waste.  Please 
pray for the people of these islands even if you are unable to attend the service 
on 5 March.                                      Your local committee 

 
Here is an unconditional love that keeps on giving 

 
Leprosy is a disease often considered confined to Biblical times.  But did you 
know there are almost a quarter of a million new leprosy cases diagnosed each 
year?  Even though there is a cure for leprosy, for every person treated there are 

a hidden 20 needing the cure.  
 
Leprosy hides in remote villages like Namatua, where Zaina 
lives in Cabo Delgado, Mozambique’s most northern prov-
ince.  There are no doctors in Namatua, and medical care is 
scarce.  Leprosy is shrouded by fear and misunderstand-
ing, which means people with the disease face extreme 
discrimination.  For too long, leprosy has disrupted and dis-
abled lives.  It has separated loved ones and torn families 
apart.  But through the power of unconditional love, life in 
Mozambique, is changing.  
 
The Leprosy Mission is raising up people like Zaina to be-
come Leprosy Changemakers, to lead the fight against 



 

16 

leprosy.  They are part of a sea change, paving the way for a Mozambique free of 
leprosy and discrimination. 
 
Zaina was shown God's unconditional love through the kindness of a stranger.  
Forever grateful, Zaina’s love for others walking the same path as her knows no 
bounds.  She goes the extra mile to find those who are hidden away and fearful 
so that they too have the freedom of a new life.  
 

Zaina was a young mum when she first noticed discoloured patches on her 
skin. She didn’t know what they were, but when they became visible to other 
people in her home village of Namatua, they recognised the signs of leprosy.  
Because of age-old myths surrounding disease, some of the villagers ban-
ished her to the forest, chanting “go to the bush” over and over.  Together 
with her young son, Zaina was forced to live in the forest.  If that wasn’t hard 
enough, a group of villagers came to take her little boy away.  Zaina was 
heartbroken. Hungry and without medicine, her body became increasingly 
weak.  

 
By the grace of God a stranger found Zaina in the forest.  He built her a hut 
to shelter from the rain and took her to a health post where her leprosy was 
cured. ‘Leprosy Changemakers’, trained by The Leprosy Mission, were able to 
go to Namatua and teach the villagers about leprosy and how it is easily cured.  
 

Zaina was able to take back her future into her own hands and is now a 
thriving member of her community.  Determined others shouldn't have to suf-
fer a similar fate, Zaina has trained as a Leprosy Changemaker.  She is able 
to recognise the early signs of leprosy and has made it her mission to en-
courage others affected by the disease.  “I say to someone with leprosy that 
they should take care of themselves,” she said.   “They should take the med-
ication because this disease has a cure.  They should bathe, wash their 
clothes, brush their teeth and carry on living.  They must realise they will get 
better.”  

 
The Unconditional Appeal 
sees churches in the UK 
partner with communities 
in Mozambique to build 
community hubs.  A com-
munity hub, or a Hub of 
Hope, gives a beating 
heart to a village like Nam-
atua, a place from which 
to lead the fight against 
leprosy.  A place where 
Leprosy Changemakers, 
like Zaina, can learn to 
recognise early symptoms of the 
disease.  Crucially, a Hub of Hope is a place where people affected by leprosy 
are welcomed unconditionally. 
 
Will you become a Leprosy Changemaker today by sharing Jesus's unconditional 
love for people with leprosy?  There is a wonderful opportunity, thanks to UK Aid 
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Match, for your unconditional love to go twice as far.  Gifts to The Unconditional 
Appeal made from 24 January to 24 April 2021 will be DOUBLED by the UK gov-
ernment.  Your gift of £24 will bring the cure to someone with leprosy.  So by giv-
ing £24 your gift will be doubled to £48 so two people can be found, diagnosed 
and cured.  It costs £70 to train a Leprosy Changemaker to recognise the early 
signs of the disease. They will act as a supportive friend to travel with to a health-
post or make contact with a Community Health Worker who can give the cure. So 
by giving £35 today, your donation becomes £70, training a Leprosy Change-
maker whose love goes on to transform the lives of others.  This is an uncondi-
tional love that keeps giving..  ‘We love because He first loved us.’    1 John 4:19  
 

If you would like to help, Vivien J. (020 8668 1963), St.John’s contact 
with The Leprosy Society, would be delighted to receive any donations.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

St John’s looks forward 
with just a brief look at the past 

 
Well a New Year has dawned, but our hopes 
for early release from the COVID 19 re-
strictions have been dashed after the worry-
ing spike in infections.  Too many have succumbed to the virus, 
and far too many have been left without loved ones – let us pray for them all, and 
for our continued good health. 
 
2020 now seems a bit of a blur, with a fabulous summer, very extensive building 
work at the church, and a lot of mowing and leaf picking in the churchyard.  Paul 
and his Ministry Team have become media ‘stars’ with the livestreaming of ser-
vices reaching a professional standard, with the help of generous donations and 
a camera crew led by Andy.  We must extend our heartfelt thanks to Paul and Ni-
cy for their many contributions, Sue for her ‘Reflections’ from the garden and the 
local woods, and Christine, Sandra, and Rufus for keeping Messy Church going 
in a virtual world.  Well done to you all. 
 
The year ended with our tenants in the church house on Waddington Avenue giv-
ing notice, which necessitated the pulling on of my well-worn ‘clerk of works’ hat, 
as we got decorators in to fully redecorate the house.  This hadn’t been done 
since Rev Linda Fletcher left some eight or nine years ago, but luckily the proper-
ty had been cared for, so there weren’t too many repairs called for.  They are still 
working as I write, but are due to finish by the end of January, as new tenants 
have been found who will be moving in on the 29

th
; a tall order as one of the 

What would you take with you? 
 
A Minister was talking to the children in a service.  “I want you to im-
agine that you have to leave home suddenly and set out on a dan-
gerous journey.  What would you take with you?”  One of the older 
children suggested a Bible, others a change of clothes, a raincoat or 
a big stick.  But then Rory, aged four,  piped up.  “I know,’ he shout-
ed.  “I wouldn’t need to take anything.  I’d ask God to come with me!” 



painters has had to self-isolate, thereby losing a week’s work, since when they 
have been having 6:00am starts in order to make up for lost time and get fin-
ished. 
 
Elsewhere problems with the lighting at the Parish Hall have surfaced, which will 
unfortunately require the replacement of the high level fluorescent lights in the 

main hall.  We had hoped to just replace the tubes, but it transpired that not only 
were the lights obsolete, but the wiring had deteriorated to such an extent that it 
needed replacing as well. 
 

 Unfortunately it’s going to cost a bit, so  
will require approval by St John’s PCC – 
as will the installation of smoke alarms 
that have been called for by one of our 
major hirers. 

 
 
Back in the churchyard, I’ve been check-
ing the mowers and strimmers as they 
all need servicing, and are due to be 
collected by Cornell & Varley shortly, so 
that we’re ready to go in the Spring.  
 
 The snow was still thick on the ground 
when I went there and I was struck by 
how beautiful the churchyard looked in 
the brilliant sunshine.  On top of that 
some fresh daffodils had been placed 
on the Thaxter family’s memorial 
stone, and that bright yellow against 
the blindingly white snow looked just 

wonderful.   
 

Sadly the lunchtime weather-girl has forecast rain for the rest of this week, 
so the 6” deep mud I experienced on my mountain bike last week will get even 
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worse.  At one point I thought I would never be seen again, but managed to get 
off that particular track to find myself on the Surrey National Golf Course, from 
where I eventually escaped by way of Leazes Lane, Chaldon – all great fun, but 
for the next couple of days I stuck to road bikes, the Wattenden pub (closed – 
boo) and Kenley airfield. 
 
Blessings to you all – stay healthy – and let us give thanks for the many gifts we 
share.       Tony 

 
NO BRADMORE GREEN LIBRARY? 
 
Fiona Phillips, Library Supervisor at Coulsdon Library and Bradmore Green Li-
brary sends an ur-
gent request: 
  

‘I am contacting 
you regarding our 
libraries consulta-
tion.  In response 
to the borough’s 
unprecedented fi-
nancial deficit, the 
Council has 
launched an 
online survey ask-
ing residents how they use the libraries service and what their views are on pro-
posals to close five of its 13 library buildings.  The buildings at Bradmore Green, 
Shirley, Sanderstead, South Norwood and Broad Green will close unless viable 
alternative plans are found that require no public money.  
  
‘At this stage of our consultation we want to hear your views on the proposals, 
ideas for our library service and suggestions for alternative ways we could use 
library buildings.  We will use this information to help us further develop our op-
tions and consult you again on these, before taking a proposal to cabinet for a 
decision in summer 2021.  
 
‘Please help us ensure that we hear from as many people as possible, especial-
ly those who are not online, by forwarding the following information to your 
friends and neighbours.  For those not online, we have provided a telephone 
number which can be used to request a paper copy be posted to resi-
dents.  The survey closes on 7

th
 March 2021. 

 
Libraries consultation website and questionnaire: 
 www.croydon.gov.uk/library-consultation  
Phone number (answerphone) for requesting paper copy: 020 7884 5159 
or to arrange feedback interview over the phone  
Write to us at: LIBRARY CONSULTATION Croydon Central Library, 
Katharine Street, Croydon CR9 1ET  
Email address for enquiries:  librariesconsultation@croydon.gov.uk  ‘ 

 
Some background information over the page …. 
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Rationale for Bradmore Green Library proposals: 
Croydon Council is committed to delivering a statutory library service, which is 
comprehensive and efficient and operates within the reduced resources available.  
We have considered the footfall, book borrowing, digital access, location (1.2 
miles from Coulsdon Library) and costs of building repairs, across all the libraries, 
and with these factors in mind, we are proposing that Bradmore Green Library is 
either closed or operated on a cost neutral basis. 
 
Demand for services:  
Over the last five years, Bradmore Green Library has received 2.83% of all visits 
to Croydon libraries, and residents borrowed 4.28% of all books issued.  Resi-
dents used 14.7% of the available computer sessions.  Over the last 5 years, visits 
have decreased by 24% and book issues have decreased by 28%. 
 
Running Costs:  
There are significant revenue and building costs for Bradmore Green Library 
which must be weighed against the demand for services.  We would consider a 
cost neutral alternative to closing Bradmore Green Library, with no annual reve-
nue costs to the Council.  
 
    
         
‘I make no secret of the fact I am a 
Christian.. Even a casual reference to hav-
ing attended a church event can make some-
one sit up, take notice and start asking ques-
tions.  People can be taken by surprise.  And 
that is really, really important in an increas-
ingly secular world where being “preachy” in 
the workplace would be entirely inappropri-
ate.  It is my hope that if I can get it even a little bit right in 
terms of treating people in a pastoral manner, then over time some will discern 
the link with my faith, which I think has the potential to be very powerful.’      

Matt Parkes, currently training to be a Reader in Southwark Diocese, is  
Managing Director of Stamps and Collectibles at the Royal Mail. 

 
THE PARISH CHURCH OF OLD COULSDON   

CLERGY  The Rector,  Rev. Paul Roberts, 
      The Rectory, Coulsdon Road, Old Coulsdon     01737  552152 
             (not available on Mondays)  
      The Rev. Sue Thomas       020 8406 9300 
     (available Thursdays & Sundays) READER: 
   Christine McCutchion       01737  553681 
WARDENS 
   Tony Tucker         01737  555590 
   Anne Dyer         01737  555296  
TREASURER 
   Lynn Howell         01737  551652 
 
PARISH OFFICE:  Monday-Friday 9.30 a.m. - 12 noon  
                          Email     stjohns@coulsdon.net     Phone:  01737 552461                     

20 



 
 
 

We are grateful to all those who support St. John’s by plac-
ing their advertisements in this magazine.   If you would 
like to advertise your company or services here please con-
tact the Parish Office at stjohns@coulsdon.net or call 01737 
552461. 
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www.oasisacademybyron.org

Oasis Academy Byron 020 8668 4877     Byron Children’s Centre 020 8763 6285     Mulberry Bush 020 8660 4180

WELCOME TO OASIS BYRON PART OF THE OASIS COULSDON HUB

ON THE OASIS ACADEMY BYRON SITE WE OFFER THE COMPLETE PACKAGE OF HIGH QUALITY  

EDUCATION AND CHILDCARE IN A FULLY INCLUSIVE AND WELCOMING ENVIRONMENT

FOR FAMILIES FROM PREGNANCY TO 11 YEARS
BYRON CHILDREN’S CENTRE HAS A WIDE RANGE OF HEALTH AND EARLY YEARS ACTIVITES FOR EXPECTANT MOTHERS AND FAMILIES WITH 

UNDER 5’S
THE MULBERRY BUSH OFFERS HIGH QUALITY CHILDCARE FOR CHILDREN AGED 2 – 11 INCLUDING FREE SESSIONS FOR 2 -4 YEAR OLDS 

8.00-6.00               48 WEEKS A YEAR

OASIS ACADEMY BYRON OFFERS PRIMARY EDUCTION FOR CHILDREN FROM RECEPTION TO YEAR 6 ON A FANATASTIC GREEN AND SECURE 
SITE

PLEASE LOOK AT THE WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION OR CALL THE NUMBERS TO ARRANGE A VISIT 

Graded ‘Outstanding in all areas’ by Ofsted—Oct. 2018 
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1 Norfolk House, Wellesley Road, Croydon, CR0 1LH 

 



 


