
Daily Message 1st April 

One of the more cheerful sounds of summer is that of the ice-cream van. As the salesmen are unable to 

work at the moment, I’ve been in contact with a local trader and we’re going to team up to drive round the 

parish playing worship songs, and every now and then we’ll stop and I’ll preach through the loudspeakers. 

Listen out for me later on! 

Now to our lettuce patch from Hebrews 10 we’re unwrapping our 3rd lettuce today:  

Let us consider how we may spur one another on towards love and good deeds (Heb 10:24). 

We move from our own individual spirituality – drawing near to God, holding onto hope – to a concern for 

social responsibility.  

A time of crisis seems to bring out one of the best characteristics in people – a desire to help others. 

Support for the vulnerable and weak. In the local community we’ve seen people being prepared to do 

shopping for the elderly, or collecting prescriptions, making sure families have food when the parents’ 

income has dried up, and so on.  I’m sure there’s a lot more as well that we don’t know about. 

But when times are good, we often forget, so the unknown writer of this letter says, ‘Take careful thought 

about how to spur one another on towards love and good deeds.’ In other words, it doesn’t always 

happen on its own – it requires thought.  What would be most helpful to someone in need, rather than 

doing what I think they need, or just making me feel good.  This is the outworking of love, which the 

apostle John tells us is not a matter of words and talk, but actions and truth. 

A practical way of doing this is to help via the Floating Shelter network in providing bags of supplies for 

homeless people.  I’ll be sending an email to all church members about this. 

‘Spur one another on’: the word literally means incitement.  Let us incite one another.  Usually  that word 

is used of inciting a mob to violence, so it’s a strong word.   I can think of a few people in the church who 

are good at this – inciting, provoking us towards good works as a practical expression of love.  We need 

people like that to remind us of Jesus’ command: ‘Love one another…’ 

So if you have been thinking about practical ways in which we as the church can help others, share it – let 

me know – so we can all join is.  

When we pray ‘Give us this day our daily bread’ we are praying for our needs and the needs of others. And 

it may be that we become the answer to those prayers – being able to provide someone with what they 

need for the day. 

Wherever you are, and whatever you are doing today 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.   In the name of Christ. Amen. 

 

Happy April Fool’s Day! 

 

Paul Roberts 1st April 2020 


