
“I am concerned about their suffering.” 

Over the last few days posts have been appearing on Facebook, from well-meaning Christian people, that 

seem to imply that the current pandemic is a sign of God’s anger. They quote verses from the OT about 

God’s judgement on his people for turning away from him. 

Well, I have to say that nothing could be further from the truth, because it was on the cross where Jesus 

died for the sins of the whole world that God’s anger was focussed. Jesus took the punishment for our sins, 

so that we could go free and live fruitful lives that glorify God. You see God so LOVED the world, that he 

gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. That is the 

gospel – the good news. 

I’ve noticed that when bad things happen to good people – outbreaks of disease, freak accidents, natural 

disasters – people try to find a reason and look for someone to blame. This is what is behind every 

conspiracy theory – think of Princess Diana. The fact is that these things happen – it’s a part of life that we 

will never understand. In the bible the book of Job wrestles with this conundrum – why do bad things 

happen to good people. Job’s so-called comforters are convinced that he must have done something 

wrong in order to ‘deserve’ God’s punishment. In the end Job has to make do with God telling him that 

there are things he will never understand. God is God, and Job is a mere mortal. 

So does that mean that God is unconcerned and distant?  Far from it. Our daily readings for Morning 

Prayer are taken from Exodus at the moment. Here we find God’s people enslaved by a wicked king, 

unable to leave their homes to worship God in the desert, and burdened by an impossibly hard task of 

brick-making. And it’s in the midst of this oppression that God says to Moses, “…I am concerned about 

their suffering. So I have COME DOWN to rescue them…” And then when Moses tells the people what 

God has said, we read: And when they heard that the Lord was CONCERNED about them and had SEEN 

their misery, they bowed down and worshipped him.” 

So that’s what I encourage you to do today. There’s no point in trying to blame people, or blame God, for 

this pandemic, any more than the pandemics and plagues that have hit civilisation over the centuries. Let’s 

take all the precautions we need to, encourage and help those who are vulnerable, but make a CHOICE to 

worship God today. 

As the prophet Habakkuk wrote:  

Though the fig-tree does not bud and there are no grapes on the vines, 

though the olive crop fails and the fields produce no food, 

though there are no sheep in the sheepfold and no cattle in the stalls, 
 yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will be joyful in God my Saviour. 
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