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2—Thursday
11.00 a.m.
4—Saturday
10.00 a.m.

Holy Communion, in Church
Churchyard Gardening Morning (to 12.00)

5—THE SECOND SUNDAY of ADVENT
8.00 a.m.
9.30 a.m.

11.30 a.m.
7—Tuesday
9.45 a.m.
9—Thursday
11.00 a.m.
11—Saturday
7.30 p.m.

Holy Communion, in Church
Parish Communion, in Church (and live-streamed
on Facebook/through church website)
Baptism Service, in Church
Holy Communion, MU, in Church
Holy Communion, in Church
Downland Chorale Concert, at St. John’s

12—THE THIRD SUNDAY of ADVENT
9.30 a.m.

Parish Communion, in Church (and live-streamed
on Facebook/through church website)
NO Family Service
Christingle Service, in Church

11.15 a.m.
4.00 p.m.
13—Monday
2.00 p.m. Keston School Christmas Celebration, in Church
14– Tuesday
10.00 a.m. Oasis Byron School Christmas Celebration, in Church
2.00 p.m. Keston School Christmas Celebration, in Church
15– Wednesday
5.30 p.m. Oasis Academy Coulsdon Carol Service, in Church
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16—Thursday
11.00 a.m. Holy Communion, in Church

19—THE FOURTH SUNDAY of ADVENT
8.00 a.m.
9.30 a.m.
6.30 p.m.

Holy Communion, in Church
Parish Communion, in Church (and live-streamed
on Facebook/through church website)
Carol Service, in Church (and live-streamed
on Facebook/through church website)

21—Tuesday
9.45 for 10 a.m. Christmas Pram Service, in Church
23—Thursday
11.00 a.m. Holy Communion, in Church

24– CHRISTMAS EVE
2.30 p.m.
4.00 p.m.
11.30 p.m.

Crib Service, in Church
Crib Service. In Church
Midnight Communion, in Church (and live-streamed
on Facebook/through church website)

25—CHRISTMAS DAY
8.00 a.m.
10.00 a.m.

Holy Communion, in Church
Christmas Celebration, in Church

26—THE FIRST SUNDAY of CHRISTMAS
9.30 a.m.

Parish Communion, in Church (and live-streamed
on Facebook/through church website)
NO Family Service

11.15 a.m.
30—Thursday
11.00 a.m. NO Holy Communion

2—THE EPIPHANY
8.00 a.m.
9.30 a.m.

6—Thursday
11.00 a.m.
8—Saturday
10.00 a.m.
10.00 a.m.

Holy Communion, in Church
Parish Communion, in Church (and live-streamed
on Facebook/through church website)
Holy Communion, in Church
Baptism Preparation, in the Church
Churchyard Gardening Morning (to 12.00)

9—THE FIRST SUNDAY of EPIPHANY
9.30 a.m.

Parish Communion, in Church (and live-streamed
on Facebook/through church website)
Family Service, in Church

11.15 a.m.
13—Thursday
11.00 a.m. Holy Communion, in Church
4

16—THE SECOND SUNDAY of EPIPHANY

8.00 a.m. Holy Communion, in Church
9.30 a.m. Worship Together, in Church
18—Tuesday
9.45 for 10.00 a.m. Pram Service for Babies, Toddlers & Preschoolers
In Church
20—Thursday
11.00 a.m. Holy Communion, in Church
22—Saturday
10.00 a.m. Baptism Preparation, in the Church
7.30 p.m. St. John’s Quiz Night, in the Church

23—THE BAPTISM of CHRIST
9.30 a.m.

Parish Communion, in Church (and live-streamed
on Facebook/through church website)
11.15 a.m. Family Service, in Church
26—Wednesday
2.00 p.m. Pray, Knit & Chat, in the Church
27—Thursday
11.00 a.m. Holy Communion, in Church
29—Saturday
10.00 a.m. Marriage Preparation, in the Church

30—THE FOURTH SUNDAY of EPIPHANY
9.30 a.m.

1—Tuesday
9.45 a.m.
3—Thursday
11.00 a.m.
5—Saturday
10.00 a.m.
10.30 a.m.

Parish Communion, in Church (and live-streamed
on Facebook/through church website)

Holy Communion, MU, in Church
Holy Communion, in Church
Churchyard Gardening Morning (to 12.00)
MU AGM & Coffee Morning, in Church

6—FOURTH SUNDAY before LENT
8.00 a.m.
9.30 a.m.

11.30 a.m.

Holy Communion, in Church
Parish Communion, in Church (and live-streamed
on Facebook/through church website)
Baptism Service, in Church

YOU CAN STILL JOIN US ONLINE FOR SOME SERVICES
You can follow the Parish Communion services, etc. online live as they’re
streamed from the Church. Cotact the Parish Office on 01737 552461 or
at stjohns@coulsdon.net if you need any help with this.
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Dear Friends
Christmas as we know it
Sixty years ago one of the most influential books of music was published. It
changed the way church choirs prepared for Christmas and has shaped
the sound of Christmas ever since.
The book was ‘Carols for Choirs’, published in 1961, edited by Reginald
Jacques and David Willcocks, then
Director of Music at King’s College
Cambridge.
In one book choirs could find all the traditional and popular carols they needed, plus a good number of new pieces specially commissioned from contemporary composers. The book became an instant success and is regarded as a
standard choral text around the English speaking world. In particular, the arrangements and descants that David Willcocks wrote for ‘O come, all ye faithful’
and ‘Hark, the herald angels sing’ have become as synonymous with Christmas
as roast turkey and ‘The Queen’s Speech’.
Ten years later ‘Carols for Choirs 2’ came out under the editorship of Willcocks
and John Rutter. Many would say that Christmas is not Christmas without Rutter – “I can’t believe it’s not Rutter!!” The Shepherd’s Pipe Carol, The Angels’
Carol, The Donkey Carol are just a few of the attractive and very singable, if
somewhat sentimental, offerings from Rutter.
For much of its history Christmas carols were banned from church as they were
associated with drunken revelry and wassailing. The only Christmas hymn allowed by statute in the Church of England was ‘While shepherds watched their
flocks by night’, with words by the poet laureate Nahum Tate, based on the account in Luke’s Gospel, chapter 2. By the beginning of the twentieth century,
though, carol services were becoming more common. The Bishop of Truro put
together a service of Nine Lessons with Carols for use in his cathedral, and in
1918 this was adopted by King’s College, Cambridge, where it has remained a
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treasured act of worship ever since, broadcast on Christmas Eve by the BBC
since the 1920s. The idea behind the service was to trace God’s plan for the
salvation of the world, starting with the Fall of man, and ending with the coming
of the Saviour Jesus Christ. That pattern became so firmly embedded in the
worship of the church at Christmas that it is hard
to think of any alternative.
This year our carol service will follow a different
pattern – journeys. The journey from heaven to
earth, of Mary to her cousin Elizabeth, of Mary
and Joseph to Bethlehem, of the shepherds, the
wise men, and the journey that the Holy Family
have to make to find safety in Egypt. Each of us
is on a journey of faith and I hope that as we consider the journeys that the characters in the
Christmas story made, it will help us on our own
journeys, some of which have been quite hard this year.
The Carol Service at St John’s will take
place on Sunday 19th December at 6.30 p.m.
and will be live streamed on Facebook. I hope
you can join us.
With all good wishes for Christmas and the
New Year.

JOIN US ON OUR DECEMBER JOURNEY …
(echoing Paull’s theme)
IT’S CHRISTINGLE TIME ... on Sunday 12th
December. Everybody welcome at our Family
Christingle Service at 4.00 p.m. A Christingle is a

‘Christ Light’ and easily made with an orange as its base
representing the world. Make your Christingles at home
and bring them along to light at this informal service for all
ages. We have mini-kits of candle, red ribbon & cocktail
sticks which can be collected from the church before the
day if you would find this helpful—you provide the orange
and the fruits or sweets to put on the cocktail sticks. Everybody very welcome to
come to this lovely service, with or without a Christingle – it will definitely put a sparkle
in your Christmas preparations! . PLEASE NOTE: There won’t be a Family Service that morning—we look forward to seeing you all in the afternoon instead!
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CAROL SERVICE
Sunday 19 Dec ~~ 6.30 pm
Come and join in the singing with carols old and new –
and hear the old familiar Advent readings - in preparation
for the Christmas season. Our ‘Christmas Choir’ is already practising for this special service. We hope you will
come and enjoy it (and stay for coffee, tea and mince pies
afterwards if restrictions allow). The service will also be
livestreamed if you’re unable to make it to the church.

CHRISTMAS PRAM SERVICE ...
… for babies, toddlers & pre-schoolers and their

mums, dads, grannies, grandpas or other carers. will be
on Tuesday, 21 December in the Church at 9.45 for
10.00 a.m. start A time of praise and fun with rhymes,
action songs, story, activity and birthday celebrations.
Come and find out what Christmas is really all about - and stay for refreshments, play and chat afterwards. And if your older children have broken up
from school they’ll be very welcome too.

Christmas Eve
‘Carols at the Crib’ & ‘Midnight Communion’
In the afternoon we’re having
two Crib Services—at 2.30

p.m. & 4.00 p.m.— to prevent overcrowding. Chose

which service you, your family
and friends would like to come
to and be sure to order your

FREE TICKETS beforehand. Email the Parish Office

at stjohns@coulsdon.net, or phone: 01737 552461 Instead of a prepared nativity play we will be inviting children (and adults if they wish) to come dressed as
their favourite nativity character, and we'll act the story out as we go along. A
very relaxed, informal and popular celebration of the first Christmas, for everyone, whatever your age..

Midnight Communion Service which

starts at 11.30 p.m. brings us the first Communion of Christmas. Come and join in the
wonderful atmosphere of this very special
service with traditional carols, a little candlelight, and Christmas Communion or
Blessing for all who want it.
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Christmas Day
COME & CELEBRATE - QUIETLY or IN STYLE!
Early birds, those with lots to do later, those who like a
quiet, calm time of worship and all those who enjoy the
words of the old 1662 Communion Service
will be able to come for their Christmas Communion or Blessing at 8.00 a.m. as usual maybe with
the added joy of a carol or two.

At 10.00 on Christmas Morning we have our Family
Christmas Celebration. So wrap up the family
and bring the
children, the aunties, the uncles, the cousins, the grandparents and anyone else staying with you – or come on your own because we’d
love to see you – for this relaxed time of celebration and worship.

Garden of Remembrance Working Party
We’re a small but happy and friendly bunch that meets
regularly on the first Saturday of each month to tidy up
our lovely Garden of Remembrance area of the
churchyard. Our next meeting will be on Saturday 4th
December at 10.00 – midday and if you would like to
join us you will be very welcome. If you don’t receive
this magazine in time to come this month, we’d love to
have your help on Saturday 8th January.

Christmas Fair
Paul writes: The Fair was a spectacular success this year, both as a community event and financially - just over
£3,400 was taken. Everyone agreed
that it was lovely having the Fair in the
church; it seemed to enhance the festive spirit and it was great to be able to
welcome so many people into the
church itself. In particular I want to thank Claire Taylor, Janice Hollobone and Nicy
Roberts for their work in planning the event, and everyone who worked so hard in
the days leading up to the Fair. Especially the Scouts who brought tables over
from the hall and their own hut, and who ran the bottle stall; also staff from the C
of E School who ran the biscuit tombola. Thank you also to all who supported us.
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Happy Christmas!
I’ve just added to our glass bauble decorations for this Christmas. I’ve always
loved preparing for Christmas. Years ago, in 1987 when I was first married and
looking at running my own first Christmas, I
recognised that the traditions I put in place
would be passed on down the generations by
my family. So I carefully chose what to
do. I’ve tried many things over the years, lighting an Advent Candle, bringing in Austrian traditions (my Mum was Viennese), making the
Christmas cake, Christmas puddings (always
two!), mince pies, and filling Christmas stockings.
Filling Christmas stockings was something my
Mum used to do for us as children because as
a child in Vienna she would get small gifts
from St Nicholas on 6 December. Children
would leave their shoes by the window or door
on the night of December 5th to discover the
next day small gifts
and goodies
stuffed into their
shoes, left by St Nicholas. St Nicholas was perhaps a Bishop, and the main character in the
Christmas celebration, but he was not Santa
Claus who came later. This gift-giving became a
preliminary round for Christmas. Of course, my
Mum in her tradition celebrated Christmas on
Christmas Eve when the tree, decorated by the
adults and lit up with real white candles, was revealed
around 6pm. This was when gifts were opened. My
Mum’s family then attended Midnight Mass, singing carols, and her favourite was ‘Stille Nacht’ Silent Night. All this history of tradition means I
celebrate Christmas with my family with a real tall
tree, a nativity scene, lots of carols, and going to
church. We have our own tradition of lighting up,
each year, this tree outside the front of the house
(photo). It was a reject in the local supermarket
and now, after four years, it’s grown and produced a superb cone!
I do hope you add to your own traditions this
Christmas, and that you are able to celebrate the
Christ child in your own way, and that you have a
Christmas that is, in the words of the carol, a Silent Night, holy night, and that you know Christ
the Saviour is here!
Sue
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COULD YOU SPARE AN EXTRA GIFT
THIS CHRISTMAS?
As you may know we have a wooden box in
the church porch where gifts of food tins
and packets, along with toiletries, toilet
rolls, etc. are collected for the Purley
Food Hub, and Sylvia & Graham kindly
deliver them to the Hub from time to
time. We have just received an email
from the Food Hub telling that ‘food for
nearly 2,000 meals was delivered in
November to 220 clients and family
members, and we also supplied food to
the Purley and Monks Hill Food Stops as
well as to Croydon Nightwatch and The Link.
‘Our December list of food and other items most
needed for Food Hub clients this month is very much a list of two halves.
The first part features six of our regular 'staples':
cartons of long life whole milk, tins of chicken, ham & corned beef,
packets of dried potato, tins of peas & carrots, tinned dessert fruit,
and tinned or packet custard.
The second part focuses on four Christmas items especially for the children of our clients:
Christmas treats of chocolates/sweets
Alternative desserts to Christmas pudding
Biscuits sweet or savoury
Christmas crackers ‘
If you would like to give something on either list please put it in the wooden box
just inside the church main door by Sunday 19 December so that we can
make sure the goods reach the Hub before Christmas.
‘Please remember our clients in your thoughts and prayers, especially at this time
of the year, remembering the often incredibly difficult circumstances that they and
their families find themselves in which, God willing, the Food Hub, Food Stops and
our Ticket Partners can together play our part in helping to turn round.
The Food Hub’s Management Committee and Trustees send to
all our volunteers, donors, friends and supporters
Our warmest wishes for a blessed Christmas
And God’s richest blessings for the New Year
Thank you everyone for your continued wonderful support, Steve ‘

You have not lived today until you have done something for
someone who can never repay you. ― John Bunyan
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THOUGHTS on ADVENT
We’re now into the season which the Church calls ‘Advent’ … which comes from
the Latin ‘Adventus’ meaning ‘coming’. So even on the darkest, wettest and most
miserable of days, Advent provides us with a sense of promise, anticipation and
hope. Because we’re counting down the days to Jesus’ birthday.
… I do see a bit of a snag to all this. Because some humans, -especially small
ones, -can think of Jesus’ birthday as being rather like a second birthday for themselves. So that during Advent, they start to make all sorts of requests about what
they’d like to receive for Christmas. And I’m reminded of the story of the little girl
who lived with her mum and her grandma…
Every night, this little girl was put to bed by both her
mother and her grandma. And being Christian,
they always encouraged her to say her prayers
before she went to sleep. So a few weeks before
Christmas, the little girl was praying out loud with
the eyes shut and her hands clasped together.
“Dear Jesus” she prayed. “Please look after
mum and grandma and all of the children around
the world.” And then she added, shouting at the
top of her voice: “And please can I have a bicycle for
Christmas!” Her mother, taken aback said: “There’s no
need to shout. God isn’t deaf.” “No” said the little girl.
“But grandma is!”
As we go through life, we all have to learn that the birth of Jesus was and continues to be the greatest gift that any of us will ever receive. Because His offer of
salvation, hope and eternal life will outlast even the very best of all bicycles. And
what makes it all the more special is that the gift of Jesus comes wrapped up in a
covering of love…
from ‘Random Thoughts of a Christian Parrot’

MOTHERS' UNION - Transformation - Now!
This is the theme for 2022 as we look to the future with fresh vision.
Mothers' Union is a Christian organisation that has been supporting
families worldwide for over 140 years. Started by our founder Mary
Sumner in 1876 in her local parish, we have grown into an international charity with over 4 million members in 84 countries. We
demonstrate our faith in action. This happens as we work towards
stopping poverty, stopping inequality, and stopping injustice. Our
members work at grassroots level around the world. They bring hope and
practical support to millions of people every year through parenting, literacy and
community development programmes.
With the amazing resilience, responsiveness and adaptability shown by members
throughout a global pandemic, now is the time to:
Transform ourselves, personally and spiritually, to live out our faith
Transform the churches and communities we work with, and of which we
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are a part, to reflect Christ's kingdom
Transform Mothers' Union to be relevant for 21st century life.
"For with God nothing shall be impossible" - Luke 1:37
STANDING TOGETHER FOR THE 1 IN 3 - 16 Days of Activism & Prayer
The United Nations' 16 Days of Activism
Against Gender-Based Violence and Abuse is an annual international campaign.
It takes place from 25 November
(International Day for the Elimination
of Violence Against Women) until 10
December (International Human
Rights Day).
Mothers' Union unites with 6,000 organisations from around 187 countries, to
raise awareness of, and call for an end to. gender-based violence and abuse in all its forms and in all societies. Gender-based violence (GBV) can affect any person at any time and statistics demonstrate that
women and girls are particularly at risk. Every day of the year, Mothers' Union
works alongside communities to help end domestic abuse and GBV and to support those affected by it. For these 16 days, we focus on women and girls, recognising the value of women and men reflecting, praying and acting together to
call for an end to violence in all its forms.
We ask you to join with us, in prayer:
Breaking the silence
"Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather expose them" (Ephesians 5:11)
Opening our eyes
"Nothing in all creation is hidden from God's sight" (Hebrews 4:13)
Calling for justice
"...what does the Lord require of you? To act justly and to love mercy
and to walk humbly with your God" (Micah 6:8)
May God bless us with insight to recognise violence in all its forms,
and courage to name it, speaking out for justice.
May the Lord Jesus bless us with compassion for the vulnerable,
and grace to stand with them, sharing his strength.
May the Holy Spirit bless us with a prayerful heart,
and power to breathe peace, transforming the world.
May we know the presence of Father, Son and Holy Spirit
abiding among us and remaining with us always. Amen
BRANCH DATES:

Tues 7 Dec: 9.45am

Corporate Holy Communion, followed by
Refreshments
* NB: There will NOT be a Holy Communion service in January*
Wed 26 Jan 2022: 2.00pm Pray, Knit & Chat in Church
Sat 5 Feb 2022: 10.30-12.00 MU AGM & Coffee Morning - refreshments
and entertainment!
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Quick Update on the Hens
Hen happy times are confined to the
coop as Avian Flu means hens are in
lockdown. Free range walks around
the garden are not allowed. So the
hens are
bored…
To keep
them
busy they
have
straw
bales to
jump on,
new
perches
at challenging
heights,
and an old table to fly up to for
treats. Sweetcorn on the cob is a favourite, along with grapes and hot
porridge. But they really look forward to the day when they are free to
leave the coop.

Sadly, we lost Huldah Hen recently.
She was a lovely gentle hen. Huldah
was busy eating worms almost and
walking
around the
garden almost to the
end. Our Vet
supported
her, and the
BHWT
(British Hen
Welfare Trust)
gave us help too. Huldah was with
us over a year and enjoyed a very
happy free range retirement.

Sue

In God’s House ...
A primary school class was doing a project as part of their religious education,
and went on a trip to the local church. One boy loved exploring the building, and
couldn’t wait to get home and tell his family about it. He said to his grandmother,
‘We went into God’s house today. It was great!’
His grandmother was delighted and asked, with a twinkle in her eye, ‘Did you
see God?’ ‘No,’ replied the boy seriously. ‘But I did see his wife vacuuming the
carpet.’
from Southwark Discipleship News
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Gifts galore,
Mulled wine
& mince pies,
and enough Teddies
to cuddle the whole
of Old Coulsdon

Wonderful huge
Christmas Cake
won in the MU Raffle
by Malcolm N!
~~~
Stationery,
Toys
and so much more!
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NOTES from a BUSY CHURCHWARDEN!
Hello everyone and welcome to this my final contribution to the Parish Magazine
for 2021. Due to the production process and the time pressures on our Editor, I
am actually starting to write this in the dying days of October, so it seems a little
odd to wish all our readers a very Happy Christmas – but I will anyway. Enid and
I hope you all have a wonderful time; and that we do too as I managed to get myself ‘pinged’ last year, and had to spend 12 days of the festive season behind
closed doors!
The little maintenance jobs in and around the church continue of course, and after one of the cords that open and close the low level windows got broken it was
time to get up the ladder again. The string broke because the window hinge was
so stiff, and the string was so old, but it was quickly tied together until they can all
be replaced. Then through the magic of WD40, the mechanism was freed up, so
that the window not only opens easily, but also snaps closed. Having the steps
out I decided to do the rest – and with Winter approaching we’ll be able to keep
the side door closed during services, but still enjoy proper ventilation. The high
windows in the Sanctuary and over the two side aisles I’m leaving until both
churchwardens and Ralph Goodwin master the trick of standing on each other’s
shoulders on top of the steps – or we get a very long ladder and a couple of million pounds worth of personal accident insurance!

The Gardening Club was in action again on the 6th November, and a lovely morning it was too.

Thanks to Gill for getting us organised, and to Sheila, Hazel, and John for all
their hard work – the chocci biscuits at half time certainly kept us going, but thank
goodness the main contractors are due shortly to take away our bags, whilst they
tidy up the far side of the churchyard.
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Bags filled by the ‘Gardening
Club’ - the busy little group
that cares for the Garden of
Remembrance and meets on
the first Saturday of each
month (the second one in
January because of the Bank
Holiday). They’d love you to
join them—fresh air, jobs for
everyone and good company
With Remembrance Sunday fast approaching we got our electrician in to replace
a number of failed light bulbs in the lobby, above the Old Church altar, and one of
the floodlights outside; and with most of the leaves down our trusted contractors
JSC Construction (of church kitchen and box gutter fame) have been in to clean
out the gutters at both church and Parish Hall. The Hall was particularly bad as
around this time in 2020, things were a bit grim and it got left. Whilst James
Cooke was on site we asked him to quote for replacing that downpipe near the
tap that I mentioned last month, and as he came down from the roof he mentioned another which is in a poor way and really should be replaced.
This is the one on the NE corner of the Lounge,
and as you can see, in its day, must have been rather beautiful – but through lack of maintenance
(probably over decades), the cast-iron bottom of it
has fallen away. We don’t yet know what the replacement will cost, but I’d wager it will give our
Parish Treasurer the heebie-jeebies. Unfortunately the wall behind it is now wet, and being a Grade
1 Listed Building, St John’s has to have the best.
- Later: we’ve had the quotes in and at £3,900
(inc.VAT) they are slightly better than I expected.
It will still create a significant hole in our finances
though, so if anyone has some change down the
back of the sofa, it would be very gratefully received.
Back at the Hall, does anyone have a contact in
the Ministry of Defence? The trees alongside the
driveway grow on MoD land and whilst I found the
right person to attend to them twelve years ago, those connections are no longer
available, and try as I might no-one from that organisation has replied or even
acknowledged my letters or e/mails.
Mid-November and our gardening contractors have returned to tidy up the far
reaches of the churchyard – take out a couple of self-seeded shrubs that are
causing damage – and hopefully remove the filled bags of garden waste mentioned earlier. Paul Hare of Brymarts Gardens & Grounds is a really nice guy,
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and as he helped me out at this time last year I
thought I’d try my luck again and borrow his industrial
leaf blower. What a great tool, and with a couple of
hours’ work I’d cleared almost all of the fallen leaves
into four of those large builders’ bags; and after all
the hard work I thought about having some mushrooms for breakfast ……….
…………… but maybe not!
After the hiatus of the last couple of years we were
delighted to be able to hold St John’s Christmas Fair
once again – in church this time – and what a joyous
affair it was – lots of help from an army of volunteers,
wonderful donations making for a superb set of raffle
prizes, lovely ‘gifts’ filling two tables, cakes, bottles,
Christmas cards, decorations etc, jewellery and
beauty products. What a joy it was to see the glee on the little boy’s face as he
realised he’d won first prize in the raffle – a Roberts DAB digital radio – and how
pleased we all were to know that the special iced Christmas cake was won by
Malcolm Newman. Rev Paul blew the whistle at 3:00pm and the clear-up teams
swung into action, and by 5:00pm we were all done, the church swept clean, and
the chairs back in place ready for Sunday. It really was a great team effort and
we should all give thanks for the way in which the community responded and for
the very much needed boost to church funds which it brought in.
We are now planning for the Crib Services, a singalong to coincide with the
switching on of the Old Coulsdon lights, and the Christmas services; so as we
carefully ease our way out of the pandemic may the good times roll once again
with love, laughter, and song – Happy Christmas everyone
Tony

Girlguiding in Old Coulsdon
...is welcoming new members and
adult volunteers.
Volunteering is great fun, very rewarding and a
good way to make new friends, as events are
held for Leaders too.
I run Tuesday Guides and have places available to start now.
Age from 10 years.
We are also welcoming adults 18 years and over to our Trefoil Guild who meet
once a month on the second Thursday.
Why not have a look at our Girlguiding website for further information.
Please contact me by email to find out more or to arrange a chat.
jackiesidwell@btinternet.com I look forward to welcoming you. Jackie
20
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A QUIET, GENTLE ‘PIONEER’
You may remember Marlene Parsons when she lived and worked in this parish,
you may have heard others speak of her or you may not have heard of her before—but she played an important part in the history of St. John’s. Sadly we
learned that Marlene had died a few weeks ago. The cutting below from the
Church Times published on 12 April 1979 gives a wonderful insight into her time
here. (You will surely recognise at least one of the writers of the letter.)

A marvellous letter pertinent to both the history of St. John's and the journey to
the ordination of women. It was so good that this parish benefited from Marlene’s ministry on the way too.
Marlene was made Deacon in 1987 and an honorary Canon of Birmingham Cathedral shortly afterwards. When she was Ordained Priest in 1994 Valerie Price
and Alan Turton attended (see picture). From 1990 until she retired in 2004
22

The Revd Canon Marlene Parsons was
Birmingham’s redoubtable Director of
Ordinands and Dean of Women’s Ministry. David Walker, a former St. John’s
member, tells that ‘to mark Marlene's
retirement, shortly before he became
Archbishop of York, John Sentamu.
Bishop of Birmingham, invited her to
celebrate the Eucharist at Birmingham
Cathedral, at which he was robed and
performed as her Deacon!
Marlene is remembered with great
fondness, by those who can look back
that far, for her quiet and gentle way of
getting things done and involving many
in the ministry of St. John's, always with great encouragement. After all, it is Marlene who talked me into editing the parish magazine so many years ago! WB
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Happy New Year!

An idea for the New Year - A Trip on the Thames
It was a superb blue-sky day at Westminster Abbey as I left a meeting to go to
Southwark Cathedral to collect my stray PowerPoint remote control. But what
way to go? I didn’t want to travel by tube because of Covid concerns so I looked
for a bus. But what direction should I take? I wandered to Big Ben, crossed the
road and looked over the embankment down to the River and spotted a sign saying Boat Trips. Ah’, I thought. ‘I’ll get a boat.’ ‘No
Boats’, I was told, ‘…except I could get an Uber!’
And one was due in 10 minutes. With a discount
for Oyster cards, I had the best boat-bus ride for
three ‘stops’, seeing the big wheel, travelling underneath bridges, and seeing key landmarks. I disembarked at the Globe Theatre and the Millennium
Bridge. What a way to arrive. A quick 5-10 mins
walk along the river to the Golden Hind, took me to
the Cathedral where I was greeted by Paul Timms
who had found my remote. So all retrieved in time
for Sunday’s Family service.
God blessed my day and it was completely unexpected! I hope you enjoy a trip
on the Thames some time soon. Sue

CHURCH OF OLD COULSDON
CLERGY

READER:
WARDENS
TREASURER

The Rector, Rev. Paul Roberts,
The Rectory, Coulsdon Road, Old Coulsdon
(not available on Mondays)
The Rev. Sue Thomas
(available Thursdays & Sundays)
Christine McCutchion

01737 552152
020 8406 9300
01737 553681

Tony Tucker
Gill Thaxter

01737 555590

Lynn Howell

01737 551652

PARISH OFFICE: Monday-Friday 9.30 a.m. - 12 noon
Email stjohns@coulsdon.net Phone: 01737 552461
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We are grateful to all those who support St. John’s by placing their advertisements in this magazine. If you would
like to advertise your company or services here please contact the Parish Office at stjohns@coulsdon.net or call 01737
552461.
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WELCOME TO OASIS BYRON PART OF THE OASIS COULSDON HUB
ON THE OASIS ACADEMY BYRON SITE WE OFFER THE COMPLETE PACKAGE OF HIGH QUALITY
EDUCATION AND CHILDCARE IN A FULLY INCLUSIVE AND WELCOMING ENVIRONMENT
FOR FAMILIES FROM PREGNANCY TO 11 YEARS
BYRON CHILDREN’S CENTRE HAS A WIDE RANGE OF HEALTH AND EARLY YEARS ACTIVITES FOR EXPECTANT MOTHERS AND FAMILIES WITH
UNDER 5’S
THE MULBERRY BUSH OFFERS HIGH QUALITY CHILDCARE FOR CHILDREN AGED 2 – 11 INCLUDING FREE SESSIONS FOR 2 -4 YEAR OLDS
8.00-6.00
48 WEEKS A YEAR
OASIS ACADEMY BYRON OFFERS PRIMARY EDUCTION FOR CHILDREN FROM RECEPTION TO YEAR 6 ON A FANATASTIC GREEN AND SECURE
SITE
PLEASE LOOK AT THE WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION OR CALL THE NUMBERS TO ARRANGE A VISIT

Graded ‘Outstanding in all areas’ by Ofsted—Oct. 2018
www.oasisacademybyron.org
Oasis Academy Byron 020 8668 4877

Byron Children’s Centre 020 8763 6285
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Mulberry Bush 020 8660 4180

1 Norfolk House, Wellesley Road, Croydon, CR0 1LH
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