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THE CHURCH IS OPEN AGAIN! 
two days each week 

Thursdays & Sundays 
and for some other special services! 

 

 

    6 – SECOND SUNDAY of ADVENT 

     6.00 a.m. onwards Family Service, available on Facebook only 
     9.30 a.m.  Parish Communion, in the Church  
       (and live-streamed on Facebook/through church website) 
  10—Thursday 
    11.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 

 
  13 – THIRD SUNDAY of ADVENT 

     6.00 a.m. onwards Family Service, available on Facebook only 
     9.30 a.m.  Parish Communion, in the Church  
       (and live-streamed on Facebook/through our website) 
  17—Thursday 
    11.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 

 
  20 – FOURTH SUNDAY of ADVENT 

     6.00 a.m. onwards Family Service, available on Facebook only 
     9.30 a.m.  Parish Communion, in the Church  
       (and live-streamed on Facebook/through church website) 
     3.00 p.m.  Afternoon Carol Service, in the Church (booking required) 
         (NOT live-streamed) 
     6.30 p.m.  Evening Carol Service, in the Church (booking required) 
         (will also be live-streamed) 
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  24—CHRISTMAS EVE 
    11.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 
     3.00 p.m.  Christingle Service—{live-streamed from The Rectory)   
    11.30 p.m.  Midnight Communion, in Church (booking required) 
         (will also be live-streamed) 
 

  25—CHRISTMAS DAY 
     9.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church  (NO booking required) 
    10.00 a.m.  Christmas Celebration, in Church  (NO booking req’d) 
        (This service will also be live-streamed) 
 

  27 – ST. JOHN the EVANGELIST 

       NO Family Service available today 
     9.30 a.m.  Parish Communion, in the Church  
       (and live-streamed on Facebook/through our website) 
  31- Thursday  
    11.00 a.m.  NO Holy Communion this Thursday  
 

JANUARY 
   
   3 – EPIPHANY 

     6.00 a.m. onwards Family Service, available on Facebook only 
     9.30 a.m.  Parish Communion, in the Church  
       (and live-streamed on Facebook/through church website) 
   7—Thursday 
    11.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 

 
  10 – THE BAPTISM of CHRIST                  
     6.00 a.m. onwards Family Service, available on Facebook only 
     9.30 a.m.  Parish Communion, in the Church  
       (and live-streamed on Facebook/through our website) 
  14—Thursday 
    11.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 
 

  17 –SECOND SUNDAY of EPIPHANY 

     6.00 a.m. onwards Family Service, available on Facebook only 
     9.30 a.m.  Parish Communion, in the Church  
       (and live-streamed on Facebook/through church website) 
  21—Thursday 
    11.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 

 
  24 – THIRD SUNDAY of EPIPHANY 

     6.00 a.m. onwards Family Service, available on Facebook only 
     9.30 a.m.  Parish Communion, in the Church  
       (and live-streamed on Facebook/through our website) 
  28—Thursday 
    11.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 
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  31– FOURTH SUNDAY of EPIPHANY 

     6.00 a.m. onwards Family Service, available on Facebook only 
     9.30 a.m.  Parish Communion, in the Church  
       (and live-streamed on Facebook/through our website) 
 

 
 

ST. JOHN’S CHRISTMAS CARD (or notelets) 
LOTS SOLD, LOTS STILL AVAILABLE … but going fast! 

 
Very good quality cards—available in packs of 5 (£2.50) and 10 (£4.00) with  

envelopes.  Order yours from the Parish Office on 01737 552461 or at 
stjohns@coulsdon.net TODAY and arrange to collect and pay for them at the 

church any weekday morning or we will deliver them locally.   
Payment can be made online, by cheque or in cash.. 

 

ALREADY BOUGHT YOUR CHRISTMAS CARDS? 
THESE WILL MAKE LOVELY NOTELETS  

AND PACKS WOULD BE JUST RIGHT AS SMALL GIFTS  
(or stocking fillers as they say!). 

 

It’s so good, those who bought early are coming back for more! 
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Dear Friends 
 
As I write we are waiting to hear the government’s plan for a Christmas in the 
light of the Covid pandemic.  It’s interesting to hear people putting such value 
on families being together at this time, but of course Christmas isn’t the only 
time when we can be together.  Spare a thought, though, for those who don’t 
have families they can be with.  Some have simply lost any close family mem-
bers, some are estranged, some are physically separated, some are in prison 
for crimes they have committed, or for their faith.  Not everyone can be with or 
even wants to be with their family. 
 

The really good news of Christmas is that God 
came and lived among us; he made us part of his 
family.  St John puts it like this: ‘To all who re-
ceived him (that is Jesus), to those who believed 
in his name, he gave the right to become children 
of God.’   
 
We have had to forgo our normal close family 
contacts because of the risk of contracting Covid
-19.  God took a risk by becoming human, but 
rather than being ‘infected’ by the sin of the 
world he became its cure at the cost of his Son’s 
life. 
 

Christmas gatherings will be smaller than usual – 
that may come as a relief to some!  Christmas services will be quieter than usu-
al without the joyful singing of carols by packed congregations.  But the mes-
sage is the same: ‘The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among.’  
 
May you know the comfort and joy of God’s presence this Christmas. 
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Christmas Services 
You’re invited to join us for all these services 

BUT 
for some you will need to  

BOOK YOUR PLACE IN ADVANCE 
(with the Parish Office—01737 552461 or stjohns@coulsdon.net) 

some you could watch online 
and one will ONLY BE AVAILABLE ONLINE! 

 
Sunday 20

th 
December 

3.00 pm  Afternoon Carol Service in church 
   Just right for your families and older members who don’t want to  
   come out in the evening and can’t pick up the later live-streamed  

   service. Only 50 (safe) places available—so BOOK yours soon! 
 This service will NOT be live-streamed.  

6.30 pm   Evening Carol Service in church * 
 BOOK one (or more with your ‘bubble’) of the 50 places available 

for this lovely service …  or stay home and watch it on-line!  We 
may not be able to sing in the church but the ‘Sunday Singers’ will 

and  we’ll hear the Advent stories as we prepare ourselves  
for the coming Christmas season.   

 

Christmas Eve 
3.00 pm  Christingle - NOT in Church!  * 
   This will be live-streamed from the Rectory to be en-
   joyed at home with the family or join in on your  
   own— 'Bringing the light of Christ into our  
   homes'    (See  the next page for how we can help 
   you  to prepare for this.)  
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Christmas Eve (continued)  
11.30 pm  Midnight Communion in church *  
This service will be live-streamed.  If you’d like to join the ser-

vice in Church you will need to BOOK your place(s) with the 
Parish Office (see previous page).  In church we will be able to 
receive our Christmas communion just ’in one kind’ (i.e. a wa-
fer but no wine) or a ’distanced’ blessing.  Whether in church 
or at home, with most of the preparations done and the children tucked up in bed, 

this special service, with carols and candlelight, will definitely help us to prepare 
to welcome Jesus again into our hearts and homes this Christmas. 

 

Christmas Day 
 

 9.00 am   Holy Communion in church  
(Book of  Common Prayer) 
 Please note the later time—a little ‘lie-in’ perhaps?  You 
do NOT need to book for this service and it will not be 
live-streamed.  Join the not-quite-so-early-birds and all 
those who enjoy the words of the old 1662 Communion 
Service in this quiet time of worship and  receive your 

Christmas Communion or Blessing.  
 

10.00 am  Christmas Celebration in church * 
NO booking required … and it will be live-streamed!  A 

lovely service for all ages.so bring the children, the grandpar-
ents and anyone else who’s in your ’Christmas Bubble’ to the 

church—or gather them all together at home – or come, or join 
in, on your own –be part of St. John’s family wherever you are – 

for this relaxed time of celebration and worship.          
  

Sunday 27
th 

December  -  St John the Evangelist 
 
9.30 am   Holy Communion in church * 
   St. John the Evangelist is our patron saint and his feast day  
   falls on 27

th 
December.  Come and help us celebrate his special  

   day—especially as it falls on a Sunday this year,  This service will be 
   live-streamed as well.  (What do you know about St. John?  Read  
   all about him in our next issue.) 

  
HOW TO JOIN SERVICES ON-LINE  

You can follow the services marked with * online live as they’re 
streamed from the Church (or the Rectory).  Go to St. John’s 
website at www.stjohns.coulsdon.net, click on the link to ’Facebook’ in 
Paul’s introduction on the home page (and ‘not now’ if you’re asked if you want to 
join Facebook) and finally click on the appropriate service.  Why not try it out on 
one of the 9.30 Sunday services before Christmas?  Then you’ll be ready for the 
special events ... or you can contact the Parish Office for more help beforehand.  
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Carol Singing! 
 
I'm sure many of you are desperate to 
sing Christmas carols, so while we are still 
unable to sing together inside the church 
we are able to sing outdoors - still observ-
ing social distancing.  
 
In the week before Christmas we will be 
carol singing at 5 points round the parish - 
not to raise money, but to celebrate the 
good news of Jesus' birth and to bring 
comfort and joy to the neighbourhood.  
You are very welcome to join us at any, or 
all, of the venues, and if you live near one 
of them invite your neighbours along.  We 
will print some flyers to be posted around.  
 
We will meet at 6.00 p.m. each evening 
for 20 - 30 minutes, as follows:   
 Monday 14

th
:  Court Avenue (on the green outside John Brown) 

 Tuesday 15
th

:  Middle Close (off Goodenough Way) 
 Wednesday 16

th
:  Rutherwick Rise (the play area at the top of the hill) 

 Thursday 17
th

:  Hadleigh Grove (nr. Coulsdon South Station) and then 
              up Fairdene Road 
 Friday 18

th
:  Caterham Drive (lower end).  

 
Come and join us - don’t miss this lovely chance to SING!! 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

CHRISTMAS SHOPPING ONLINE?   
  

Please support St. John’s while you shop— 
It won’t cost you a penny extra!   

If you’re feeling uncertain about shopping in town, and are doing your Christmas 
shopping on line this year, we’d be delighted if you would do this through the Easy 
Fundraising website.  If you sign up to our cause page, and always access your 
favourite online shopping sites through the Easy Fundraising website, St. John’s 
will receive a small donation every time you shop.  .   

 
To get started go to: www.easyfundraising.org.uk and then enter ’St John’s 
Church, Old Coulsdon’ for the cause.  You will be asked only for your name, 
email address and to set a password and then you’ll be ready to shop.  This 
will cost you nothing as the companies you shop with give the donations.    

KEEPING IN TOUCH 
If you’d like to receive weekly news by email from Paul, just let him 

know at rev.paul.c.roberts@gmail.com. 



GETTING READY for CHRISTINGLE 
 

‘Bringing the Light of Christ into  
our Homes’ 

 
As you will have seen, our Christingle service 
this year will be streamed live to our homes from 

The Rectory on Christmas Eve at 3.00 p.m. 
 

So what is a Christingle?  Every year thousands of churches 
hold special Christingle services or celebrations in Advent., as we do at St. 

John’s.  Christingle, which means 'Christ Light', is a symbol of the Christian faith.  
During the service each child (and some adults) would have a Christingle, made 
up beforehand—either at home or in church - of an orange decorated with 
a candle, red ribbon, fruit and sweets. The orange                                  
represents the world, the red ribbon around it the blood of 
Christ, the fruit symbolises God's creation and the candle, 
Jesus, the Light of the World, which is lit during the service. 
 

To help the young families from Family Service, Messy 
Church & Pram Service who would usually be at our 
Christingle service in Church, we are providing you with 
a ‘starting kit’ so you can make your family Christingle 

at home.  On Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday, 
15, 16 & 17 December ‘Christingle kit bags’ will be 
available at The Rectory—one per family—for collection 
between 2.30 & 4.00.  Bags will contain a candle, red rib-
bon, four cocktail sticks, some stickers, and more—you 
will need to provide an orange and the sweets/raisins/etc! 

 
Whatever your age, even 100 yrs, old, you could of course make 

your own Christingle and join us, via the church web-
site and the ’Facebook’ button on the home page,  for the ser-
vice.  So here is how to make your own Christingle: 
 
Take an orange - cut a small cross in the top - place an ap-
prox. 7 cm square of silver foil over this – put a small can-
dle over the foil and press it firmly into the orange – tie 
a red ribbon or tape around the orange.  Four cocktail 
sticks bearing dried fruit or sweets should be stuck in-
to the orange, like the points of a compass, to signify the 
four seasons and the fruits of the earth – (trim a very thin 
slice off the bottom of the orange to form a flat base). 
 

During the service, the candle is lit and this symbol tells the truth of the Christmas 
story - that in the darkness of the world the love of Christ shines out for everyone..  

 
Christingle services were started by The Children’s Society over fifty years ago. 
We usually raise a collection for them at our service.  This year Paul has set up a 
special donation page at  https://thyg.uk/CUS048491 where you can send a gift 
direct to the Society if you would like to help them ‘shine the light for those living 
in the darkest situations.. rekindling hope for all children and young people’ .  
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HANDMADE GIFTS 
 
Handmade fabric boxes— 

just £5 each 
These make an ideal small 
Christmas or birthday present, 
empty or filled with goodies—for 
example: a small box of choco-
lates, jewellery, sewing needs, 
manicure kit, soap, pens & pen-
cils, tea lights (unlit of course!). 
Please phone Christine on 01737 
554179 to view them at a ‘social 
distance’ at her door in Tollers 
Lane.  All profits to St. John’s.   

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
HELP IT’S CHRISTMAS!   Finding Comfort and Joy… 
 
If you’ve been reading my last two articles you’ll 
know all about the hens!  Well, they’ve been pro-
ducing 4 eggs a day and it’s a challenge keeping up 
with the baking.  As I get Christmas under way, 4 
eggs have gone into pastry and egg wash for  
mince pies.  I’m making my own marzipan to use…

you’ve guessed it - another egg!  
Baking for Christmas is part of 

the family traditions I decid-
ed to keep when I first got 
married.  It’s part of build-
ing up to celebrating Je-
sus’ birth in a very spe-
cial way and there is a 
certain comfort in keep-
ing traditions like this and a joy in doing these things.   
 
But this year seems different.  Although we’ve got the 
joyous news of a vaccine to stop Covid, Christmas for 

now will still keep us separated from being with others 
as we would like.  We’re so programmed into doing 

Christmas a certain way, that we are now having to navi-
gate through something differently.  So who will eat all 

these tasty things?  Who will we share the joy with?  Joy is 

GOOD QUESTION!  
A boy was watching his father, a pastor, write a sermon.   
 "How do you know what to say?" he asked. 
"Why, God tells me." 
"Oh, then why do you keep crossing things out?" 



elusive for many people.  ‘Comfort and Joy’ is the theme 
for the Church of England’s Christmas celebrations.  
Both ‘comfort’ and ‘joy’ are exciting words and very im-
portant to us.  And we, and everyone else, have to bal-
ance where we find comfort and joy in the lead up to 
Christmas and beyond.   
 
For many, the joy of Christmas ends when Christmas 
Day is over, perhaps looking towards New Year celebra-
tions for a touch more joy.  Capturing joy is important for 
everyone.  If we want to have comfort and joy beyond 
Christmas, we can have that: it’s a simple suggestion, 
but joy is found in the crib at Christmas.  That is where 
true comfort is to be found.  It’s why we remind people 
at Christmas of the crib and who is in it.  Jesus is key to 

our comfort and joy.  So perhaps think how you might share comfort and joy - can 
you put a nativity scene outside your house somewhere?  Can you send a card 
with a crib scene on it?  Perhaps mention to someone why the crib is special to 
you.   
 

Lockdowns may have changed our view of Christ-
mas in restricting us from seeing who we want 
when we want, but lockdowns can also help 
us begin to understand what it’s like for the 
persecuted church.  No matter what situa-
tion they find themselves in, whether con-
strained or not, they see joy in the crib.  
Christians in China find themselves locked 
out of churches, and buildings destroyed, 
yet one Pastor says ‘…persecution strips 
everything away until it’s just you and it 
brings you close to the person of Christ 
and puts the focus on enjoying Christ.’  Je-
sus’ love brings a comfort and joy that is per-
manent.  Pray for everyone, no matter what 
lockdown they’re in, that we celebrate Christmas 
together knowing the comfort and joy found in 
the crib.                           

                     Sue 
                     Reverend Sue Thomas 
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Hope smiles from the threshold of the year to come 
Whispering, “It will be happier”.   
Alfred Lord Tennyson  

     My mother’s crib scene 
pushed into the centre of 

our Christmas tree 
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MOTHERS’ UNION ..  
 
Mothers' Union is a global Christian membership charity that has been providing a 
support network for families since 1876.  Working through our 4 million-strong 
membership we campaign for policies which strengthen family life. 
 

Our focus on ending gender based violence is promoted not only through our 
advocacy, but through working sensitively with communities for increased 

gender equality. 
 
Our focus on improving the lives of children is 
through practical outreach in the provision of 
parenting groups.  Our members work with 
families who are going through times of stress 
and hardship bringing spiritual and practical 
support.  Working as ambassadors for Christ 
our goal is to see all people enjoy loving, re-
spectful and flourishing relationships. 
 
Here at St John's COVID-19 has hampered 
our work but as we approach Christmas we 
have exciting plans for the Messy Church 
families and also families who attend the 
Family Service, - it's a surprise for now, but 
we will be able to tell you about it in the New 
Year! 
 
No, Paul was not trying to escape the lock-

'Bring in the birth, of hope and love and light.' 

 

The Christmas Life -  
Wendy Cope  
 
Bring in a tree, a young Norwegian spruce,  
Bring hyacinths that rooted in the cold. 
Bring winter jasmine as its buds unfold - 
Bring the Christmas life into the house. 
 
Bring red and green and gold, bring things that shine, 
Bring candlesticks and music, food and wine. 
Bring in your memories of Christmas past. 
Bring in your tears for all that you have lost. 
 
Bring in the shepherd boy, the ox and ass, 
Bring in the stillness of an icy night, 
Bring in the birth, of hope and love and light. 
Bring the Christmas life into the house.   



down!  He and Nicy safely delivered all the knitted 
items shown in the magazine last month to the char-
ity ‘Knit For Peace’ in Hampstead.' 
 
I received a lovely thank you letter, which I 
shared in a recent MU email, but it’s good for 
us all to know how some odd balls of wool can 
be turned by our knitters  into such useful 
items... . 
 

Dear St John's Coulsdon Mothers' Union, 
I am delighted to say that we have received 
your wonderful knitted  donations,  Thank 
you so much! 
It is wonderful to have such dedicated knitters 
helping our work and I'm proud to say that you 
are part of our great initiative.  I really appreciate 
all you have done and hopefully continue to do for us 
in the future. 
… Your donations have a great impact on the communities where they are 
being sent, not only do they provide much needed warmth, but recipients 
are always so touched by the time and effort that you put into making 
these items. 
At the moment we are in need of garments for teenagers and adults, 
so anything that you could knit in a larger size would be very 
much appreciated.  This could be hats, scarves, jumpers, gloves, 
mitts or socks. 
Thank you again for your support.  We couldn't do our work without the 
generosity of people like you. 
With warm wishes from the whole team on behalf of Knit for Peace. 

Nicy 

 

LOCKDOWN CRAFTS for ‘PORRIDGE POT’ 
 
The Porridge Pot helps to provide the 
children in the Acholi School in 
Kasese, Uganda with a daily bowl of 
porridge.  A team from St. John’s 
went out to Kasese in 2008 and Tre-
vor and I have returned twice more 
and as a result set up “The Porridge 
Pot”.  We are able to get the funds 
safely to Alphonse, a Baptist pastor, 
who runs the school, via Emmanuel 
International.  Fortunately we have 
sufficient funds at the moment to be 
able to continue our regular giving but 

these need replenishing.  We had an idea as to how we might raise some funds. 
In the November magazine we displayed some of the items a couple of friends 
and I had produced during the first lockdown as we could not have our usual 
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Christmas event.  We 
thought some of our hand-
crafted gifts might make 
useful Christmas or Birth-
day presents..   
 
Thank you so much to 
those who got in touch, 
bought some items and 
kindly gave donations.  If 
there is anything in the 
November magazine 
which might help with your 

gift-buying, please do get in touch to see what is still available.  We’ve also add-
ed this lovely painted dinner-sized plate (£7)—other designs available—this fun 
Christmas pudding decoration containing a chocolate orange (£3.50) and jars of 
home-made chutney (£1.50 & £2.50).  Any items purchased can either be picked 
up from our porch or dropped off to you.  If they are kept in their bags for 72 
hours they will be Covid-safe.        
Please stay safe and keep well                         Sandra and Trevor Meadowcroft.    

[ 07789 991279  or at tcm123@hotmail.com ] 
   

  
 

 

 

 

 
 

CROYDON NIGHTWATCH 
….  is being supported this year by the Croydon Churches Float-
ing Shelter.  The floating shelter is not able to function because 
of the pandemic, but instead supporters are providing sandwich-
es which are being delivered to Croydon Nightwatch each even-
ing.  Volunteers from the Coulsdon Churches Shelter team are 
providing these on Thursday evenings..   
 
In addition Nightwatch is appealing for the following items:   

tinned meat—soup — jars of pasta sauce - packets of pasta—tinned 
meals (eg: meatballs, pies) - pot noodles—fresh fruit (eg: apples, orang-
es, bananas, which will keep a few days) - multi-packs of crisps - choc-
olate biscuit bars (eg: Kitkats) - individually wrapped cake bars - small 
toiletries (e.g.: roll-on deodorant, soap, hand gel, mini packets of tis-
sues, face masks).    

We are making a collection for these items - if you’d like to help, you can leave 
them in the porch at the Rectory, or in the church when we are open.  

A Prayer from Papua New Guinea: 
 
Lord, 

oil the hinges of my heart’s door, 

that it may swing gently and easily 

to welcome your coming. 

mailto:tcm123@hotmail.com
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Another month and another lockdown ... 
 
…. but aren’t we lucky to live where we do and have the fresh air and beauty of 
the countryside around us – Farthing Downs, Kenley Airfield and everywhere in 
between.   
 
Since last writing my trusty old iPhone 4 has been consigned to the back of the 
kitchen drawer and I have some fancy new technology to play with; and in trying 
to regain a little of my fitness after the broken back, and surgery to heart and 
knee (not at the same time) I have dusted off my favourite bikes (road, touring, 
and mountain) and started clocking up the miles and recording them on Strava.   
 
The trouble for me is that other users of this app record their times over various 
stretches of road, and I find that I am also covering those stretches; and my 
times against others get recorded.  I have a little way to go to beat the best on 
the Farthing Downs climb, but on others I find that I am up there with the best 
(hard to believe unless they are much older than me and riding old butchers’ 
bikes with a big basket on the front) but encouraging nonetheless!  Lots of walks 
too, and up through the Dollyper Hill nature reserve to the airfield and back is a 
favourite. 
 
So cycling and walking are two forms of exercise that we’re allowed, and of 
course there is always St John’s churchyard, and this has seen some action too. 
Our contractors (Brymarts Gardens and Grounds) have been in to tidy up the far 
reaches, and Paul Hare and his wife Michelle very kindly did a bit of extra mow-
ing for us in the Garden of Remembrance whilst on site.  I dropped by to see 

them and at the same time rake up a few of the fallen leaves.                               
 

I pretty soon realised that it would take me a 
week so I managed to sweet-talk the contrac-
tors into letting me use their leaf blower.  For 
someone used to an old Black & 
Decker           
electric 
tool, this 
was   
 some-
thing 
else – 
the 
power                 
was      
unbe-

lievable and I swear with 
two of these machines strapped to one’s 
back, you could take off!   Anyway the re-
sult was…                                                         
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….five of those big builders bags stuffed full, 
and ready for Brymarts to take away. 

 

 

Readers may remember my appeal last month 
for help with weed killer; well I’ve had two re-
sponses – Angela G. told me that she had cor-
nered the market in Roundup a while back, 
and we agreed that we would tackle the Gar-
den of Remembrance path in the Spring; but 
in the meantime Rob J. provided us with a 
heavy duty sprayer filled with something 

stronger than anything available to the general pub-
lic.  So this morning I was able to get round the base of the whole church 

with it in the hope that the smaller weeds at least could be killed off.  On the 
north side of the building there is some much tougher growth (brambles and such 
like) so we’ll need to get out the heavy duty gloves and secateurs to deal with 

those – and of course if anyone would like to help you would be 
very welcome. 
 
Whilst there, and able to enjoy a brief spell of 
sunshine, I got out both mowers and had a 
bit of a whizz round, and was taken by the 
beauty of the fallen leaves from another of 
our trees; beauty matched perhaps by the 
livestreamed services from St John’s, and 
enhanced on 15

th
 November by our sing-

ers; who despite the momentary break-
down of the sound system were able to 
bring back some sense of normality, and 
remind us all that the church is still alive 
and well, and bringing the Good News to 
the people of Old Coulsdon. 
 
Peace and blessings to you all 
 
Tony Tucker 
Churchwarden  

 

Thank you, Tony.  It is always good to hear what Tony has been up to and 
to know how well the church and churchyard are being looked after.  If you 
have time to spare, I’m sure Tony would be very grateful for offers of help!   



FOLLOW THE TRAIL ...  
and to help raise funds for ... 
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… FOR EXERCISE & FUN 
… Coulsdon C of E School & St. John’s 
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Scavenger Hunt sheets also available from St. 
John’s Parish Office weekday mornings 10.00-

12.00—just ring the bell at the church front door! 



NEWS from THE CHILDREN’S SOCIETY 
 
Hello, I’m Jon, I both volunteer and work for The Children’s Society.  I wanted to 
give an update how COVID.19 has impacted The Children’s Society. 
 

During the past six months, The Children’s Society has been busy recreating 
our services, to provide them in a digital world.  We’ve had to ship equip-
ment to young people, like laptops and smart phones, to ensure those that 
didn’t have them had a way to connect with our project workers. 

 
I wanted to share my personal experience in my volunteer role for The Children’s 
Society and how lockdown has impacted this.  I’m a volunteer befriender in the 
Refugee and Migrant team, which works with young people who have often fled 
war-torn countries, and are separated from their families.  They often have no 
support networks here and limited opportunities to make friends.  I meet face to 
face with a young person, to do an activity that we’ve chosen together, such as 
visiting a famous London landmark or museum, or playing games or sports.  
These activities help them get an understanding of British Culture, improve their 
English and build their confidence. 
 

Well since the lockdown, this has stopped…We’ve replaced these with 
weekly catch up calls, which were quite tricky, as it’s more difficult to com-
municate on the phone across a language barrier.  Fortunately technology is 
a big helper, we’ve recreated things we were doing before by taking online 
tours of museums or zoos – something we can do at the same time. 

 
Despite the challenges we continue to walk towards the young people that socie-
ty crosses the road to avoid. These young people have something within them, 
that something is ‘hope’.   We counsel, support and campaign for the young peo-
ple whose hopes and happiness are the most threatened by abuse, exploitation 
and neglect. We couldn’t do so without the support from parishes like St Johns. 
THANK YOU   Lastly some headline figures, in the past year we worked with 
11,500 children giving them specialist support on whatever issue they had. 4.4 
million young people have benefited from changes in law that we fought for - in-
cluding a lift in the benefits freeze. Thank you once again.  
 

 
 

THE PARISH CHURCH OF OLD COULSDON   
CLERGY  The Rector,  Rev. Paul Roberts, 
      The Rectory, Coulsdon Road, Old Coulsdon     01737  552152 
             (not available on Mondays)  
      The Rev. Sue Thomas       020 8406 9300 
     (available Thursdays & Sundays) READER: 
   Christine McCutchion       01737  553681 
WARDENS 
   Tony Tucker         01737  555590 
   Anne Dyer         01737  555296  
TREASURER 
   Lynn Howell         01737  551652 
 
PARISH OFFICE:  Monday-Friday 9.30 a.m. - 12 noon  
                          Email     stjohns@coulsdon.net     Phone:  01737 552461                     
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We are grateful to all those who support St. John’s by plac-
ing their advertisements in this magazine.   If you would 
like to advertise your company or services here please con-
tact the Parish Office at stjohns@coulsdon.net or call 01737 
552461. 
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www.oasisacademybyron.org

Oasis Academy Byron 020 8668 4877     Byron Children’s Centre 020 8763 6285     Mulberry Bush 020 8660 4180

WELCOME TO OASIS BYRON PART OF THE OASIS COULSDON HUB

ON THE OASIS ACADEMY BYRON SITE WE OFFER THE COMPLETE PACKAGE OF HIGH QUALITY  

EDUCATION AND CHILDCARE IN A FULLY INCLUSIVE AND WELCOMING ENVIRONMENT

FOR FAMILIES FROM PREGNANCY TO 11 YEARS
BYRON CHILDREN’S CENTRE HAS A WIDE RANGE OF HEALTH AND EARLY YEARS ACTIVITES FOR EXPECTANT MOTHERS AND FAMILIES WITH 

UNDER 5’S
THE MULBERRY BUSH OFFERS HIGH QUALITY CHILDCARE FOR CHILDREN AGED 2 – 11 INCLUDING FREE SESSIONS FOR 2 -4 YEAR OLDS 

8.00-6.00               48 WEEKS A YEAR

OASIS ACADEMY BYRON OFFERS PRIMARY EDUCTION FOR CHILDREN FROM RECEPTION TO YEAR 6 ON A FANATASTIC GREEN AND SECURE 
SITE

PLEASE LOOK AT THE WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION OR CALL THE NUMBERS TO ARRANGE A VISIT 

Graded ‘Outstanding in all areas’ by Ofsted—Oct. 2018 
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1 Norfolk House, Wellesley Road, Croydon, CR0 1LH 

 



 


