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How sad that we have no services nor events to offer you for April 

except that Paul is sending out an Email update each day 
with some encouraging words, useful suggestions and news.   

If you would like to receive this, please contact him at 
rev.paul.c.roberts@gmail.com with your name and email address. 

AND/OR if you’re on Facebook you can watch Paul taking a service at 9.30 a.m. 
each Sunday, BUT IF NOT you can still follow it later through this website (just 

click on the link to ’Facebook’ on the home page).  
 
 

 
   

 
 
 
 

Dear Friends 
 
At a time when we have to maintain a 2-metre dis-
tance from each other the gospels show us that Jesus’ touch brings healing.  
It brought healing to a woman who had been socially isolated for 12 years be-
cause of a medical condition (Luke 8) 

 
And at a time when we have to avoid people cough-
ing or sneezing, or even breathing over us, today’s 
reading from Ezekiel 37  - the vision of a valley of dry 
bones – reminds us that God’s breath – his Spirit – 
brings life. 
 
So let’s remember that we can touch Jesus, and he 
touches us, in prayer; and that we can breathe deeply 
of God’s life-giving Spirit – the Spirit whose fruit is 
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faith-
fulness, gentleness and self-control.  And let’s learn 
to breathe out those same qualities in the way we re-
late to others.  
 

As we approach Passiontide it will be very strange indeed not to be able to 
meet together in church.  As we remember the crowds lining the streets of Je-
rusalem on Palm Sunday, the disciples together in the upper room,  the 
crowds that called for Jesus’ crucifixion and who watched him die on Good 
Friday, and the women who went to the tomb on Easter morning we will have 
to use our imaginations a lot more. 
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Read the passion accounts in the gospels – 
a different one each day during Holy Week.  
See if you can watch any films about the 
passion on the TV or online.  Make an East-
er garden – either in your garden or a con-
tainer, and send us a photo.  
 
Whatever happens in the weeks or 
months ahead, Easter reminds us that af-
ter death comes resurrection.  And every time we pray 
the Lord’s Prayer we declare that the kingdom, the power and the glory 
belong to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nourish your faith this Holy Week, but do it at home. 
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Couldn’t resist this very 
appropriate cartoon on 
the ‘Manila Bulletin’ web-
site.  Ed. 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
From the window I had turned away, 
From black storm clouds ambling across a threatening sky, 
Had the promised sunshine passed me by? 
Throughout the Springtime hours the weather had continued grey 
Except for a few glimpses of a watery sun on a fitful April day; 
 
From the window I had turned away —- 
And yet, by the eerie light I was compelled again 
For I thought the sun had burst upon my window pane. 
I looked towards the darkened hedge—beyond the window ledge 
Where, stolen from the sun, above the grey-green sward, 
Shone, golden in the dark hedge—my Forsythia, April Day’s reward; 
 
If on God’s creation one turns the window of one’s mind 
The shining Sun of Heavenly Hope we shall surely find. 
 
Mary Barnes 
April 2016   
 

 
AN EVENTFUL ‘HEALTHY’ WALK 
 
Saturday morning (28 March) I needed to post a birthday card so, with the sun shining, I 
decided to make it my one permitted outing for ‘exercise’!  Walking along Coulsdon 
Road towards Bradmore Green I noticed a bump in the pavement that seemed to be 
moving.  On closer inspection I was surprised to see it was a well-camouflaged large 
toad.  As it was about to cross a drive, not a good idea when so well camouflaged, I had 
a few words with it and turned it towards the greenery at the edge of the path and as I 
left it was heading in a safer direction! 
 
Over Bradmore Green, awash with daffodils; no waiting to cross the top of Marlpit Lane!  
And where were most people on the parade but queueing outside the bakers—and with 
’social distancing’ this reached right back to Dormer Lodge!  Posted card—aren’t we 
lucky that the postal service is still working.  Picked 
up a loaf and some cornflakes from the corner 
shop—only two or three in at a time and staff very 
helpful.  Then across the park—virtually empty—
and sad to see a silent playground, towards the 
footpath along the side of the golf course.  The dai-
sies and dandelions were positively sparkling in the 
sun.  Saw two friends going in opposite direction 
and had a ‘distanced’ chat.  The golf course was a 
joy—the  ‘laugh’ of the distant woodpecker, the 
peace and quiet, primroses and violets along the 
way.  It’s good to know that coronavirus cannot stop spring bursting out all around us!    
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 NEWS from the FOOD HUB 
 
‘Last month was the busiest February in the Food Hub’s seven
-year history with 3,411 meals provided for struggling clients 
and their families - nearly 1,400 more meals than in February 
2019.  So, that’s close to 7,000 meals provided already in the 
first two months of 2020 and takes us past 170,000 meals 
overall since 2013.  Thank you to EVERYONE - support-
ers and volunteers - helping to keep the Food Hub’s shelves 
stocked to meet clients’ needs.’ 
 

And then it was ‘the Food Hub's busiest EVER session on Saturday (21 March) 
with 44 clients attending and food provided for a total of 156 people and family 
members.  Huge thanks to the clients for their patience, to the kind local folk who 
brought in donations of food and money, to Waitrose Coulsdon for a massive 
amount of food and other items including 91 loo rolls!...and of course to our team 
of volunteers on duty for nearly four hours: Tasha, Rachael, Danu, Juliana, 
Liam, Louise P, Betty, Trevor, Felicity, Zivile and Ivanka. 

 
And now their website tells us:  ‘Trevor Jones, Chair of Trustees, and Helen Harris, 
Chair of the Management Committee, write:  "It is with much regret that for a variety of 
reasons and to keep everyone safe the Food Hub in its current format will be suspend-
ed after Saturday 28 March until further notice.  The decision to resume operation will be 
reviewed regularly, and when we reopen the Food Hub may work in a restricted way in 
terms of timings and the amount of food we can share until the current crisis passes.  Af-
ter 28 March we will review our stocks and consider how best we can share what God 
has blessed us with.  We are exploring ways in which we will still be able to assist in 
specific instances of local need which are not being met in other ways."‘ 
 

You will be pleased to know that we were able to ‘rescue’ all the goods 
from the Food Hub box in the church porch just before the church was 
’locked down’ and deliver it to the Hub—and all your donations were very 
gratefully received!   

   
MOTHERS’ UNION 

Supporting families around the world  
We are an international Christian membership movement supporting 
families and communities in need of support in the UK and world-
wide since 1876.  Our members are active in 84 countries and 
work tirelessly to serve their communities whilst offering Christian 

care for families, regardless of faith or background. 
 

We’ve collectively supported over four million people giving them the skills and 
knowledge to transform their lives.  In addition, centrally raised funds from members and 
donors have enabled support for projects benefitting an additional 100,000 people annu-
ally. 
 
During these unprecedented times, Mothers' Union is committed to ensuring that we 
continue to support our membership and the communities we are part of.  We know that 
our work and experience in re-building communities and supporting family life is going to 
be more important than ever once the threat of COVID-19 subsides.  Our members will 
be ready and be some of the first in line to support those around them.   
 
We have a range of resources to help nurture our members and their friends and neigh-
bours through this challenging time which we’ll continue to add to over the coming 
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https://www.mothersunion.org/resources-support-us-challenging-times


weeks - we know how important it is for us to be keeping healthy 
bodies and minds during these times.  Make sure you stay con-
nected with us on social media where we will be connecting with 
members through videos and live midday prayers as well.  
 
Here is a selection of free online resources that can be download-
ed and printed off to fill out and/or colour-in while you are at home.  
If you know of members in your local area who do not have access 
to a printer, why not print some off for them and pop them through 
their letterbox?  You’ll get fresh air and exercise at the same time! 
 

Crosswords 
http://www.onlinecrosswords.net/printable-daily-crosswords.php 
http://freedailycrosswords.com/printable-crossword-puzzles/ 
http://www.qets.com/crossword_puzzles.htm - Large print  
Sudoku 
https://www.memory-improvement-tips.com/printable-sudoku-puzzles.html 
http://www.printmysudoku.com/ 
https://www.puzzles.ca/sudoku/  
Mindful colouring 
https://www.happinessishomemade.net/free-adult-coloring-pages/ 
http://getdrawings.com/free-mindfulness-coloring-pages  
The Colour of God’s Hope colouring book - £6.99 available from our shop https://
mueshop.org/product/the-colour-of-gods-hope/ 
The Colour of God’s Love colouring book - £6.99 available from our shop https://
mueshop.org/product/the-colour-of-gods-love-bc0801/  

 
COVID-19 – A MESSAGE OF ENCOURAGEMENT  

[valid for EVERYBODY] 
FROM MOTHERS’ UNION WORLDWIDE PRESIDENT  

SHERAN HARPER  
My beloved MU Family across the oceans, and from near and far, I 
greet you with the love and courage of Jesus Christ, our Lord and 
Saviour because He is our strength, our hope and our solid rock. 
 
So much has been happening recently as COVID-19 is declared a 
pandemic and governments are advising that we take the necessary pre-
cautions to avoid the spread of the virus.  There is so much we have to come to terms 
with in such a short time.  And in times like these I encourage you to take heart and do 
not fear because the Lord, your God is by your side - an ever present help in times 
of trouble.  In the book of Joshua Chapter 1 verse 9 we read, 
 

I hereby command you: be strong and courageous; do not be frightened or 
dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go. Amen. 

 
As members you are bold and brave, full of courage and compassion, and so very loving 
and just like Esther you stand daily on the frontline calling for an end to injustices and 
advocating for all that supports stable families and communities.  
 
You have been busy in these acts of love but now many of you are being called to be 
quiet and to self-isolate in an effort to prevent the spread of the virus.  You will discover 
there is still so much we can do as members because as a movement we are ideally 
placed to support and act in this time, but only within the health advice given by your re-
spective governments.  However what we can all do is be persistent in prayer! 
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GOOD NEWS! 
 
You may remember that Waitrose, Coulsdon, very kindly 
agreed to support St. John’s through their Community 
Matters scheme during February.  We were very grateful 
for  this fund-raising opportunity and that many of you 
supported the church by shopping at Waitrose in Febru-
ary and placing the green tokens given at the checkout 
in the St. John’s section of the collecting box.  The 
good news is that the Treasurer has received a cheque 
for £300 for church funds and we thank you and espe-
cially Waitrose for their donation and their support.   
 
 

CORONAVIRUS & MESSY CHURCH 
 
Last summer we set up a WhatsApp group for our Messy Church families.  For those 
who haven’t come across WhatsApp, it’s a brilliant way of communicating for a group 
through texts, photos and even videos.  
 
We are now passing on encouraging ideas, saying that the team is thinking and praying 
for everyone.  Also saying to get in touch if anything is needed and now asking for any 
good news of support to be posted. 
 
Some ideas we have passed on:  

Try to remember the actions as you say the Lord’s Prayer that we learned last sum-
mer.   For those who don’t know it Google ‘The Lord’s Prayer_ actions’. 

 
Many people are lighting a candle and putting it in the window 

as a sign of hope at 7pm.  You can say a short prayer for 
all who are struggling and fearful at this time. But with lit-

tle ones around that would probably be too risky, so 
how about the children drawing a candle, colouring it 
in and putting that in the window as a sign of your 
hope.  Think of people you want to pray for. 
 
Sandra did a ‘food for thought’ as we can’t meet up 

and have tea together.  She suggested looking out for 
the signs of spring to give us hope in this difficult time.  

She had visited a place that had had a severe hurricane.  So 
many were badly affected…  She was told that when they saw 

buds were sprouting on overturned trees, it gave them hope.  Then the generosity, 
kindness and love from others turned life around.  Sandra gave some ideas for 
children to do as we approach Easter:          *  Make 
flowers using cupcake cases.  * Make chicks using 2 
yellow circles.  *  Make leaping lambs using cotton 
wool.  * Decorate Easter eggs. * Make Easter cards… 
write a special message for mum and dad.   

 
Easter is a time of hope as we hear about Jesus, God’s own 
Son, who suffered but rose again.  The resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead, 3 days later, is the reason we celebrate 
Easter day.  Don’t forget to sing your favourite songs. The 
Messy Church favourite is: ‘Our God is a great big God’.    

With love to all who are cocooned in God’s love,  
from the Messy Church team.  
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SPRING TIDY UP of the GARDEN OF REMEMBRANCE 
 
What a grand day it was on Friday 20th March when after 
the months of continual rain, and now the Coronavirus, 
the Spring Tidy of the Garden of Remembrance organ-
ised by Sheila Bird on behalf of the Bereavement Group, 
took place under sunny skies and a stiff breeze. 
 
I was a bit late having visited Tesco for the 70+ hour – 
(ha ha – packed solid, with little on the shelves, and the 
majority of customers being several decades younger 
than Enid and myself) – but I was able to unload the car 
of hosepipes, extension cables and jet washer, and join a 
cheerful band of workers ready for the fray. 
 
I guessed that things were going to be difficult for me 
when (after the Tesco fiasco) I found that the screw fit-
ting on the hose I’d brought didn’t fit the churchyard tap, 
so back home to change hoses.  Once I got going the 
new fitment on the Kärcher really ripped the weeds out of 
the brick pathway, and not only left me with a splattered 
face and filthy boots, but I inadvertently made a bit of a mess of Gill Thaxter’s bags 
which she’d left on the seat – sorry Gill. 
 

Meanwhile, Pippa was doing a super job on what I call Patri-
cia’s bed of primulas, beside the main path, and Sheila, Jill, 

and Mike were hacking into the under and over growth on 
the far side of the Garden with shears, rakes, and trow-
els.  Gill was ploughing her own social separation fur-
row further round the Garden with her secateurs, and 
Ann was on her hands and knees cutting back the 
grass with shears – helped and encouraged by our 
Rector Paul; to say nothing of Vivien who single-
handedly took on that central bed containing a number 
of gravestones that haven’t seen the light of day for 

many a long year.   
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Some of the doughty team hard at work, while Paul 
brought the praise and encouragement! 



If anyone has access to a small digger, we could grub out all those shrubs, self-seeded 
holly and other bits and pieces, and start again, keeping it nicely under control. 
       
No tea and biscuits this time (boo) but what can you do when we’re all being encouraged 
to keep apart from friends and neighbours, but having said that I think we all had a good 
time, and a few laughs – especially when Jill, Mike, and Paul got themselves tangled up 
in a particularly long piece of bramble – pity I didn’t get that on film, but you can imagine! 

 
Clearing up took a little while, but we managed to fill four 
of those big ‘ton bags’ with rubbish and cart them round 
to the back of the church for disposal by our garden con-
tractors at a later date.  Then it was home to watch the 
football, racing, snooker - nope – just endless news 
about we all know what!   
 
Later that evening and watching a bit of telly, I suddenly 
remembered that I’d forgotten to cover up the bags with 
the blue tarpaulin, or put the green bins away tidily, so I 
nipped back up to church to do the necessary, and as I 
moved the tarp, there was the most beautiful slow worm 
giving me a bit of a look for disturbing him – so not a bad 
day at all; and the daffodil cross was standing proud to 
remind us all of the reason we are able to enjoy a com-
munity such as ours and a wonderful church family, here 
for each other.          Tony 

 
JUST A THOUGHT 
  
While we’re unable to go to services in the Church, those of 
you who give a cash offering on Sundays may be wondering 
how to continue your giving.  If possible, you could set up an 
electronic transfer.  Here are the church account details:  
 

 Coulsdon St John's Church PCC 
 40-52-40 
 A/C 00030868 
 Ref: OFFERING 

 
If you're not able to do that, how about saving up what you 
would normally give and bring it with thanksgiving when we 
are able to meet in the church building again? 

 

 
New Wine National Leadership Conference 2020 
 
This was the invitation to this two day conference in early March that headed New 
Wine’s website:    

For what God has done before, God can do again.  Get your boat back on the 
river.  Set your sails.  Let Ruach, the breath of life, with abundance of energy 
and power, lead you to the great waters of the sea.  

And reading of some of the speakers such as John and Carol Arnott from ‘Catch the 
Fire’ in Toronto, we had no idea what to expect, but we found it was a fantastic oppor-
tunity for St. John’s Staff Ministry Team to spend time together relaxing in Harrogate.  
Paul, Christine and I joined others from Purley’s New Wine local group.  Gathering with 
other leaders is an uplifting thing to do, especially as a Staff Ministry Team.  Meeting up  
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with people from all over the country and catching up with leaders from other church de-
nominations refreshes leadership.  The teaching was great, the worship inspiring, and 
we left full of hope, fully revived to a new sense of God’s presence. 

In the foyer at the first coffee break I met a leader from another denomination who’d ar-
rived late.  He asked me what he’d missed.  I said the first speakers were John and Car-
ol Arnott from ‘Catch the Fire Ministries’, Toronto talking about the depth of the Father’s 
love and how the Toronto blessing was about God ‘spreading seed to the end of the 
earth’.  That was an extraordinary movement of the Holy Spirit that blessed many peo-
ple.   The leader I met had just become the new Pastor of a church that week.  He said 
one parishioner came to him and as he offered to pray with her he asked the Spirit to 
come.   She said, ‘I’ve been waiting 30 years for this’.  I said no one should have to wait 
30 years for that to happen.  And with 
that we departed.   
 
That evening we enjoyed a great Indian 
meal with a group of colleagues from 
New Wine  - here’s Paul enjoying being 
photographed with one of two massive 
Naans!  And as we talked, and dis-
cussed things, over the next few days 
the conference changed us.  It chal-
lenged us too.  It changed worship the 
following Sunday.  There is a new fire 
that is lit.  I can honestly say that the 
church leaders experienced God in a 
very real way during the conference.  
People went forward for prayer: they, 
and we, experienced new ways of knowing God’s Hope and God’s Love.   
 
One ‘Word’ I felt said to me by God was a question:  ‘What would it be like to let go?’  
How often do we worship just as we would like in God’s presence, uninhibited by every-
one else around?  That was really what that question was about - what would it be like if 
I were just being me, me and God and no one else, would I be acting differently?  And 
so this changed my thinking and my worship.  I listened to God - for real.  In the depths 
of worship songs I found an inner silence that drew me into God’s presence.   



There were also breakout workshops to 
choose from.  I went to ‘The Cross and the 
Spirit’, specifically to listen to Mark Aldridge, 
the International Director for New Wine, who 
wrote the ‘Learning to Hear God’s Voice’ 
course that I’ve run twice now at St John’s.  
He said that ‘At the Cross we see something 
more of who Jesus is.  We follow the Lord 
who brings the Life of Resurrection, having 
understood pain and suffering.’   He said that 
‘Refusing to live under…bad experience al-
lows the Spirit to shape us into the likeness of 
Jesus’.  He said that we have a choice: to live 
in that bad experience or to live under the 
Saviour whom we follow - the Lord of the Resurrection and the Life.   
 
After this there was a simple worship time, and as it was quiet, and just before lunch with 
most people disappeared, I went forward for prayer.  Mark prayed.  And the next thing I 
knew was the direct influence of God on my physical self.  I felt swept into his presence.  
I found myself resting in his presence - on the ground.  His close proximity can only be 
best described as leaving a sense of peace that was deep.  Yes, I’ve known God in per-
sonal worship, private prayer, collective worship, but this felt I’d discovered God in a new 
way - which I can only recommend!  God is good, all the time, as we say at Family Ser-
vice…and he is!  I do ask that you ask yourself that same question I was given, ‘What 
would it be like to let go?’  And, if it’s right for you, invite him in and expect him, our res-
urrected Lord, to give you whatever he knows is right for you…invite him by his Spirit, 
saying ‘Come, Spirit, come…’               Sue 
 

LOVE KNITTING?   
Thanks to Hazel—who is a great knitter and you 
may remember her remarkable tree covered in 
knitted decorations at our Christmas Tree Festi-
val 16 months ago—for this amusing poster she 
spotted and has brought up to date. 
 
This gives us an opportunity to tell you about he 
Lily Trust.  The Lily Trust was set up to show 
love and compassion through the giving of es-
sential, practical gifts which are not provided by 
other sources, and to support survivors of hu-
man trafficking and modern slavery.  It also em-
powers those with a heart for survivors and a 
passion for justice to do something tangible.  
We are working in partnership with other chari-
ties, churches and communi-
ty groups to make this a na-
tional initiative.   
 
 When asked whether they 
needed any knitted items, 
they replied:  ‘Gift packs of 
baby blankets with matching hats, booties and 
mitts for new-borns would be very welcome’. 
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A LITTLE LIGHT RELIEF 
 
Hope you enjoy these little items I’ve collected over the years … 
 

A minister was talking to a man in his congregation one day and encouraged 
him to be regular in his attendance and to become part of The Lord's Army. 
The man replied that he was a member of The Lord's Army. 
 
"Why, then, do I only see you at church on Easter and Christmas?", the minis-
ter asked.  "Because I'm in the secret service" the man replied! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
An exasperated mother, whose son was always getting into mischief, finally asked 
him, "How do you expect to get into Heaven?" 
 
The boy thought it over and said, "Well, I'll just run in and out and in and out and keep 
slamming the door until St. Peter says, 'For Heaven's sake, Jimmy, come in or stay out!'" 
 
 
 
 
 

Grandpa and granddaughter were sitting talking when she asked, "Did 
God make you, Grandpa?"  "Yes, God made me," the grandfather answered.  
A few minutes later, the little girl asked him, "Did God make me too?”  "Yes, 
He did," the grandpa answered.  For a few minutes, the little girl seemed to be 
studying her grandpa, as well as her own reflection in a small mirror.  Her 
grandfather wondered what was running through her mind.  At last she spoke 
up. "You know, Grandpa," she said, "God's doing a lot better job lately." 

 
 
Understanding Church Language:  (in times gone by perhaps?) 
 

AMEN:  The only part of any prayer that everyone knows. 
 
AND IN CONCLUSION:  A required statement midway through the sermon. 
 
NEWSLETTER:  Parish information, read only during the sermon. 
 
CHOIR:  A group of people whose singing allows the rest of the congregation to 
pantomime sing. 
 
HYMN:  A song of praise, usually sung in a key three octaves higher than that of 
the congregation's range. 
 
PEW: A medieval torture device still found in some Protestant Churches. 
 
PROCESSION:  The ceremonial formation at the beginning of the service, con-
sisting of the clergy, the choir, and late parishioners looking for seats. 
 
RECESSIONAL HYMN:  The last song of the service, often sung a little more 
quietly, since most of the people have already left. 
 
CHURCHWARDENS:  The only people in the church who don't know the seating 
capacity of a pew. 



PAINT A RAINBOW & CONNECT WITH YOUR COMMUNITY 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You may have seen, on social media and around the parish, that people are putting pic-
tures in their windows so when children and those feeling lonely leave their homes for 
their daily walks they can hunt for the rainbows and hopefully it will bring them a smile. 
 
This is a simple but engaging craft for you to do with children or by yourself – you can 
then go for your daily walk to see who else has put a rainbow up in their window. 
 
What you need: 
Paints / colouring pencils / pens – you could even do a rainbow collage with coloured tis-
sue paper or torn up magazines  - Paper—Sellotape or Blu Tack 
 
What to do: 
Outline the rainbow in pencil – or find a template online (and you can check the colours 
there too!)   
Use paints, pencils or pens to colour the rainbow in – or fill the sections with coloured tis-
sue paper  
MU has suggested that once the picture has dried you could add your favourite Bible 
verse or an encouraging verse that people may read as they walk past. 
Stick up in your window! 
If you can, take a picture and send it to the Editor at wendy.burton@coulsdon.net.! 

 

THE DEADLINE for items for the May edition of the parish 
magazine is Wednesday, 15 April – by email:  
wendy.burton@coulsdon.net.  Please help the Editor by letting her 
have inspirational stories and telling us how you have been manag-
ing during these very strange and unnerving days.  Thank you.   
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MORE GOOD NEWS 
 
You may remember that Utopians Unlimited brought their presen-
tation of Gilbert & Sullivan’s ‘The Sorcerer’ to St. John’s at the end 
of February.  And what a wonderfully entertaining evening we had.  
Although ticket sales had been slow early on, they picked up as the 
date drew nearer and many turned up on the night (which was 
amazing considering it was very wet and windy) and we were de-
lighted to have a good-sized audience to support the players.  The 
Utopians put on their shows purely for enjoyment and to help 
churches raise much-needed funds, requiring only expenses for 
the hire of costumes, etc.  So, as well as giving us such an enjoya-
ble evening, the Utopians helped St. John’s to raise the grand sum of £637.18.  We are 
very grateful to them, to those who came to watch and to the team who provided the re-
freshments.  Thank you everyone. 

 
TIME TO MAKE  

AN EASTER GARDEN? 
 
Paul suggested in his letter that you may 
like to make an Easter Garden.  I can re-
member doing this as a child but there’s no 
reason why the young-at-heart of any age 
shouldn’t have a go.  Arabella (7) & Ava (5) 
have already been busy and are very proud 
of theirs.  It looks lovely and ...they had lots 
of fun doing it.  So, now it’s over to you—
and let Paul have a picture if you’re able to. 
 
Another idea is to have an Easter tree—a 
twig or small branch—plenty on the ground 
after the storms we had—and decorate it as 
you wish –feathers, cones, leaves found on 
your daily walk, or small cards with names 
of your family and friends you’re unable to 
be with at the moment .    
 

 
HERE’S A LITTLE TEASER FOR YOU ...  
 
…  to while away some of your time in isolation or as a break from working at 
home!  Can you find the hidden books of the Bible in this letter?  
 

Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
The Bible is a remarkable book.  Within this letter there are 26 books of the Bible 
hidden.  Can you find them all?  Why not print it out and have a go at it using a 
pen or pencil to highlight the ones you find, or just make a list. 
 
The Bible was written by God, using many authors from all sorts of backgrounds, 
having many different jobs.  God tells us the story of his nation Israel and His son, 
Jesus Christ, making sure it has been preserved for us through the ages for us to 
read today.   
 
The Bible outlines the right way to lead our lives, as well as containing many his-
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torical accounts. Moses led Israel through the Red Sea, at the battle of Jericho 
trumpeters marched round the walls for seven days, Judea saw great wars and 
captivity, Abishag gained David as a husband, the Pharisees would act superior to 
everyone else, perhaps almsgiving for example, but Jesus kept giving them a 
most stern rebuke.  Jesus also performed many miracles, after receiving the Holy 
Spirit upon his baptismal achievement, with his first miracle being turning the wa-
ter into wine for the groom at the wedding, maybe it was a nice Spanish Rioja? 
Mesopotamia was an important region in Biblical history, with Ur and Babylon in 
that area, as was Sudan I elsewhere read. 
 
When studying the Bible it is helpful to look out for any Bible echo.  Search for 
them whenever you read as you will see some fascinating things, particularly 
when reading the letters to the various churches, or ecclesias.  Testing what you 
hear against the Bible is also very important to show if it is true, for example if 
someone suggests Jesus was born in Suez rather than Bethlehem, you would use 
the Bible to check its accuracy.  The same applies if you think Paul ate locusts, 
David played a banjo eloquently for Saul, Barnabas went on missionary work to 
Dijon, a horse carried Jesus into Jerusalem or Lazarus died of swine flu, keep go-
ing back to the Bible as you can learn a lot from answers to your questions.  There 
is no need to put being academic ahead of everything else though as Jesus said it 
is most important to love one another, in a humble spirit.  Jesus gave his life for us 
and when we are in a spiritual rut, his love will give us the comfort we need. 
 
Sincerely, the Rev. E. Lation 
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THE PARISH CHURCH OF OLD COULSDON   

CLERGY  The Rector,  Rev. Paul Roberts, 
      The Rectory, Coulsdon Road, Old Coulsdon     01737  552152 
             (not available on Mondays)  
      The Rev. Sue Thomas       020 8406 9300 
     (available Thursdays & Sundays)     
READER: 
   Christine McCutchion       01737  553681 
 
WARDENS 
   Tony Tucker         01737  555590 
   Anne Dyer         01737  555296  
 
PARISH OFFICE:  Usually Monday-Friday 9.30 a.m. - 12 noon  
                   but operating remotely while the Church is locked. 
                   Please contact Paul Roberts by phone      
            or Email     stjohns@coulsdon.net  
                   with any queries for the Office . 

 
 
 



 
 
 

We are grateful to all those who support St. John’s by plac-
ing their advertisements in this magazine.   If you would 
like to advertise your company or services here please con-
tact the Parish Office at stjohns@coulsdon.net or call 01737 
552461. 
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www.oasisacademybyron.org

Oasis Academy Byron 020 8668 4877     Byron Children’s Centre 020 8763 6285     Mulberry Bush 020 8660 4180

WELCOME TO OASIS BYRON PART OF THE OASIS COULSDON HUB

ON THE OASIS ACADEMY BYRON SITE WE OFFER THE COMPLETE PACKAGE OF HIGH QUALITY  

EDUCATION AND CHILDCARE IN A FULLY INCLUSIVE AND WELCOMING ENVIRONMENT

FOR FAMILIES FROM PREGNANCY TO 11 YEARS
BYRON CHILDREN’S CENTRE HAS A WIDE RANGE OF HEALTH AND EARLY YEARS ACTIVITES FOR EXPECTANT MOTHERS AND FAMILIES WITH 

UNDER 5’S
THE MULBERRY BUSH OFFERS HIGH QUALITY CHILDCARE FOR CHILDREN AGED 2 – 11 INCLUDING FREE SESSIONS FOR 2 -4 YEAR OLDS 

8.00-6.00               48 WEEKS A YEAR

OASIS ACADEMY BYRON OFFERS PRIMARY EDUCTION FOR CHILDREN FROM RECEPTION TO YEAR 6 ON A FANATASTIC GREEN AND SECURE 
SITE

PLEASE LOOK AT THE WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION OR CALL THE NUMBERS TO ARRANGE A VISIT 

Graded ‘Outstanding in all areas’ by Ofsted—Oct. 2018 



 

20 

1 Norfolk House, Wellesley Road, Croydon, CR0 1LH 



 


