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   2—Saturday 
    10.00 a.m.  Gardening Morning in Garden of Remembrance  (to 12.00) 
     7.30 p.m.  Downland Chorale Concert, at St. John’s 
       
   3—THE FIFTH SUNDAY of LENT 
      8.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 
     9.30 a.m.  Parish Communion, in Church  (and live-streamed  
          on Facebook/through church website) 
    11.30 a.m.  Baptism Service, in Church 
   5—Tuesday 
     9.45 a.m.  Holy Communion, MU, in Church 
   6—Wednesday 
     7.00 p.m.  Life Lent Group, in the Old Church 
   7—Thursday 
    11.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 
   9—Saturday 
    10.00 a.m.  Baptism Preparation, in the Church 
      
  10—PALM SUNDAY 
      9.30 a.m.  All-Age Parish Communion, in Church  (and live-  
        streamed on Facebook/through church website) 
    11.15 a.m.  Family Service, in Church 
  13—Wednesday 
     7.00 p.m.  Life Lent Group, in the Old Church 
 
  14—MAUNDY THURSDAY 
    11.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 
     7.30 p.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 
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  15—GOOD FRIDAY 
    11.00 a.m.  Coulsdon Churches Walk of Witness from St. Aidan’s 
     2.00 p.m.  ‘An Hour at the Cross’, in Church 
       

  17—EASTER DAY  
      6.00 a.m.  Coulsdon Churches Sunrise Service on Farthing Down 
       followed by Breakfast in the Scout Hut 
     8.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 
     9.30 a.m.  All-Age Parish Communion, in Church  (and live-streamed   
          on Facebook/ through church website) 
  19—Tuesday 
     9.45 for 10.00 a.m. Pram Service for Babies, Toddlers & Pre- 
           schoolers, In Church 
  20—Wednesday 
     7.00 p.m.  Life Group, in the Church 
  21—Thursday 
    11.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 
    

  24—THE SECOND SUNDAY of EASTER 
      9.30 a.m.  Parish Communion, in Church  (and live-streamed    
          on Facebook/ through church website) 
    11.15 a.m.  Family Service, in Church 
  27—Wednesday 
     2.00 p.m.  Pray, Knit & Chat, in the Church 
  28—Thursday 
    11.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 
   
 
 
         
  
   1—THE THIRD SUNDAY of EASTER 
      8.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 
     9.30 a.m.  Parish Communion, in Church  (and live-streamed  
          on Facebook/through church website) 
    11.30 a.m.  Baptism Service, in Church 
   3—Tuesday 
     9.45 a.m.  Holy Communion, MU, in Church 
   5—Thursday 
    11.00 a.m.  Holy Communion, in Church 
    
 
 
 YOU CAN STILL JOIN US ONLINE FOR SOME SERVICES 

 
You can follow the Parish Communion services, etc. online live as they’re 

streamed from the Church on Facebook via our website at 
www.stjohns.coulsdon.net    Contact the Parish Office on 01737  

552461 or at stjohns@coulsdon.net  if you need any help with this.     
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Dear Friends 
 
As Jesus’ disciples saw him dying on the cross on Good Friday they thought it 
was all over.  Their hopes of a restored Israel, their hopes of places of honour in 
Jesus’ kingdom were dashed.  Not only that, but they began to realise that if 
their leader was arrested and executed like this, they might be next.  Even three 
days later when some of the disciples claimed to have seen Jesus, it seemed 
that all hope had gone, because nothing had changed.  The Romans were still 
in power, God did not seem to have established his kingdom on earth as Jesus 
had promised. 
 
So what made the difference?  What was it that persuaded the disciples that Je-
sus had been raised from the dead; that he was alive and would continue to be 
with them by his Spirit? 

 
For the two disciples on the road to Em-
maus on that Sunday evening it was the 
encounter with Jesus in which he careful-
ly explained the scriptures to them, 
showing them that the Messiah must die, 
and that his death, rather than being a 
dismal defeat, was actually the way into 
his glory.  And as Jesus opened the 
scriptures to them, their hearts began 
to burn within them.  Why did Jesus 
have to die?  We are told in the bible 
that he died for our sins, and he went 
through death in order to defeat the 
fearful power that death holds over 

people.  And now that he is alive, we can know 
the forgiveness of our sins and face death in the knowledge that it 

is the gateway to a more glorious life. 
 
As I write, the war in Ukraine is in its second month and the brave people of that 
country are doing their best to fight against an occupying power led by a cruel 
and ruthless leader.  In that sense, the world has not changed since the time 
when Jesus was born into a world in which the Roman army exercised cruel 
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 ruthless power.  We must continue to pray actively for Ukraine, and can use 
words from the psalms like these: ‘Strike all my enemies on the jaw; break the 
teeth of the wicked’ (Psalm 3).  Pray that Russian missiles and air strikes would 
miss their targets, or fail to explode; pray that the Russian army would lose 
heart – as seems to be happening in some areas.  
 
Here at home, this month will see enormous rises 
in our energy bills and many people are very wor-
ried about how they will heat their homes, or 
even afford hot water.  For some, they will 
have to choose between putting food on the 
table for their families, or heating their hous-
es.  The war in Ukraine has made the situa-
tion worse and there is no easy answer to it.  
But Easter gives us hope that in spite of the 
problems we face God has not forgotten us.  
The resurrection means that Jesus is with us 
as one who understands our weaknesses and 
calms our fears, as he calmed the storm, and 
gives us courage to face what lies before us.  
 
May you know God’s rich blessing this Eastertime.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PALM SUNDAY 
 

On Sunday, 10
th

 April palm crosses will be distributed at both 
the morning services –  9.30 Parish Communion, which will be 
an ‘all-age’ service suitable for children and adults, and the 
11.15 Family Service.  This is the traditional start of Holy Week 
and the Easter story.  We remember Jesus’ entry into Jerusa-
lem on a donkey when the crowds waved palm branches and 
greeted him with shouts of ’Hosanna!’.  The fact that our palm 
branches are formed into the shape of the cross reminds us of 

what was to come later in the week.  Come and start this very im-
portant week with us – a warn welcome at either of the services.   
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MAUNDY THURSDAY 
 

On this day, Christians remember the Last 
Supper.  During the meal Jesus took bread and 
wine and shared them with his disciples – and 
we continue to share bread and wine as part of 
our regular worship in church.     
On Thursday, 14 April there will be our weekly 
Holy Communion service at 11.00 am, followed 
by refreshments including hot cross buns(!), 
and a special Maundy Thursday service with Communion and Hymns at 7.30 
p.m. in Church.  Whether you have been part of a Lent group, doing your own 
Lenten readings or had no time for any of this, do make a point of coming to this 
service which plays an important part in focusing the mind on the sombre 
events leading up to the crucifixion. 

 
GOOD FRIDAY 

 
You are invited to join the Coulsdon Churches ‘Walk of Wit-

ness’ which will start at 11.00 a.m. at St. Aidan’s Church, 
on the corner of Chipstead Valley Road and Portnalls 
Road in Coulsdon, and walk with members of the other 
Coulsdon churches through the town, finishing at 
Coulsdon Methodist Church, where there will be re-
freshments … maybe hot cross buns!.  Do come and 
join in either with the whole walk or at some stage along 

the way – help to be a visible presence of the local 
churches in the community!   

 
There will be ‘An Hour at the Cross’ at 2.00 p.m. in Church on 

Good Friday.  In various quiet ways including readings and prayer, etc. we will 
reflect on the passion of Christ and sit for a while ‘in the shadow of the cross 
which reaches across the centuries to offer comfort, forgiveness, and hope to 
us today‘.    

 
EASTER DAY 
 
“And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun 
had risen, they went to the tomb..” 
 
Early birds are invited to the first service of the day in the 
Coulsdon area when members of all the Coulsdon Churches 
meet on Farthing Down for the Sunrise Service at 6.00 
a.m. – and this will be followed by breakfast in the Scout Hut, 
behind the Parish Hall, Bradmore Green, for all who would like 
it.   A very special service in a wonderful place – an amazing 
start to Easter!   
 
At St. John’s the regular 8.00 a.m. Holy Communion, using 
the old format still loved by many, will be extra special with one or two hymns. 
 
Our main Easter Celebration will be Parish Communion at 9.30 a.m.  This is a  
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service for everyone—adults & children - when you 
can receive Communion or a Blessing and we hope as 
many as possible will want to join in this extra special 
Celebration. 
 
 
 

 
TOO LATE for APRIL ...  

 
… as the small group of people who help to keep 
the Garden of Remembrance the lovely place that 
it is will have already been busy at the beginning of 
April before you read this belated edition of the 
magazine.  But were not too late to ask if you could 
help this happy and friendly bunch, which meets 
regularly on the first Saturday of each month to tidy 
up our lovely Garden of Remembrance area of the churchyard, on Saturday 7

th
 

May at 10.00 – midday.  They would be very grateful for your help and support.  
Good exercise, good weeding and most of all good company.  Do as little or as 
much as you’re able, for as long or short a time as you can offer.  Bring your 
own secateurs etc., if you can, plus a flask.  Biscuits will be provided!  Call Gill 
on 01737 553596 if you’d like to know more 

 
OPEN AIR SERVICE ~ 22

nd
 May 

 
Churches Together in Coulsdon is planning to hold an open-air service on 22

nd
 

May, the Sunday before Ascension, at 12 noon on the green outside the church-
yard.  More details will follow.  

 

 
MASS MIGRATION  
of CHICKS and BUNNIES! 
 
Although we had announced that we would have chicks 
and rabbits with Easter eggs on sale in the church on 13

th 

& 20
th
 March, we were surprised when all the chicks and 

bunnies flew or hopped away to their new homes on the 
13

th
!  Unfortunately, this meant there were none left to sell 

on the 20
th
.  We'd like to thank everyone who supported 

this venture that raised just over £100 for church 
funds.   Lynn H. and Hazel M.  

DEADLINE  Items to be included in the May edition of the magazine should 
be with the Editor by Thursday 15 April (wendy.burton@coulsdon.net) or by 

hand.  Details of local events and personal news always very welcome.  
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Rev’d Sue Thomas writes… 
 
Departures… 
  

Well! It was all planned.  My husband, 
Peter, and I were  going away on holiday 
for a few days to join our son for a visit 
of Zurich.  Then, the week before, a 
work trip to India meant my husband 
couldn’t go.  Would an Indian visa come 
through in a week or would it be held 
up?  Perhaps we might go to Zurich after 
all?  The first form was the wrong form.  
So another form and another attempt 
eventually meant the trip was back on 
track.  And I felt a bit left behind!  What 
would I be doing with my planned holi-
day time of 5 days?  Literally two days 
ago my son and I decided to go anyway, 
thinking we can always go a second 
time when Peter is back, but my son 
wanted to do it on a budget.  So I’m 
staying in a ‘Pop Up’ hotel with no food 
or facilities!  Looks nice - the outlook is 
on some river or canal.  And it only took 
two hours (!) to book the travel on-line, 

the insurance, order a new sim card, and we still haven’t a taxi to take us to catch 
an early flight at 8.20am!   
 
My hopes are that there will be mountains, lakes, and some lovely food.  It looks 
like the weather will be good.  But what about the hens, the cat, emptying the 
fridge, preparing the sermon/PPT for my return, and so many other things.  It feels 
like a huge mountain to climb and that’s before I get there!  And today, being the 
anniversary of the two years of lockdown and my first departure away means I ask 
myself, ‘Am I ready to go?’   
 
I sense God’s given me this time 
for me to take a breather from all 
that’s gone before, to enjoy some 
moments without a care, to con-
centrate on just being.  That’s the 
hard bit.  Just being.  Just to ‘be’ in 
the moment enjoying whatever is in 
front of me.  God prompts us to be 
still in Psalm 46:10  ‘Be still and 
know that I am God’.  This does not 
say what you think.  It is said to 
stop the nations warring against Is-
rael.  God’s command is ‘be still’.  



For me that’s stop overworking things: stop the worry, the perceived things that 
aren’t even there.  Be still.  The whole Psalm is a comfort to Israel and begins 
‘God is our refuge and strength’, but to know this involves standing still, with God.  
In doing so we will not fear ‘though the earth gives way’, ‘though the mountains be 
moved...’ for God promises that ‘he will be exalted’.  So with these words of en-
couragement given to me, I’ll let you know how I get on with my travels next time!             

Sue 
 
 
 

TO A RUSSIAN FRIEND 
 
Mary Barnes recently felt moved to write to a Russian friend in verse on a beauti-
ful card such as this—and has kindly sent us a copy. 
 
Dear Friend,  
I hope that you like this peaceful scene 
away from world troubles but here all serene; 
what can I say when news so distressing 
     upon our daily lives is pressing? 
I feel that one’s heart with anguish cries 
against Russian aggression, propaganda, and  
     Kremlin lies. 
  
My Christian Faith tells me that I should pray 
For Putin to repent and change his way, 
But sadly, I resort to Old Testament Psalms 
where David calls on God for arms 
    to defeat an earthly foe. 
Yet, this is not the way my prayers should go. 
 
Dear Friend, we all wish to be proud of the Land 
    of our Birth 
But our hearts may denounce the things of this  
     Earth, 
The better to look to a Heavenly Way 
where Jesus is King in longed for Peaceful Day; 
I do not know whether prison will change the way 
That many Russians would think today, 
 
I pray for those among the brave 
That free-thinking world would wish to save. 
If I were near you, I would embrace you 
But send my love and pray God’s Grace for you - 
And again, I hope that you like the peaceful scene 
Where all is calm—all serene. 
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When we pray, we talk to God.  
When we read the Bible, God talks to us. 
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MOTHERS' UNION - Transformation - Now! - our theme for 2022 
 

Mothers' Union is a Christian organisation that has been supporting 
families worldwide for over 140 years.  Started by our founder Mary 
Sumner in 1876 in her local parish, we have grown into an interna-
tional charity with over 4 million members in 84 countries.  We 
demonstrate our faith in action.  This happens as we work towards 
stopping poverty, stopping inequality, and stopping injustice.  Our 

members work at grassroots level around the world.  They bring hope 
and practical support to millions of people every year through parenting, liter-

acy and community development programmes. 
 
Our prayer is that we can: 

Transform ourselves, personally and spiritually, to live out our faith 
Transform the churches and communities we work with, and of which we 
      are a part, to reflect Christ's kingdom 
Transform Mothers' Union to be relevant for 21st century life. 

"For with God nothing shall be impossible" - Luke 1:37 
 

BRANCH DATES: 
Tuesday 5 April:   9.45am  Corporate Holy Communion,  
        followed by refreshments 
                        
Wednesday 27 April:   2.00pm   Pray, Knit & Chat in Church - do join us 
         whether you are a knitter or not, all welcome! 
 
SATURDAY 7 MAY:  Annual Festival Service at Southwark Cathedral at 
11.30am - a celebration of the work of Mothers' Union throughout the Dio-
cese and we hope many members will attend. 

 
FAITH IN ACTION - This month we highlight a particular project in Mozambique: 
 
Seeking healing for trauma  
It has been a traumatic few years in 
Mozambique, with tragic natural dis-
asters as well as ongoing hostilities 
in the North-Eastern Cabo Delgado 
region.  MU is planning a trauma 
healing project to support those who 
have been displaced, or affected by 
conflict or trauma.  The project 
would run in Nampula Diocese, cho-
sen for its high level of conflict and 
resulting trauma. 
 
The project would stress the importance of mental health.  Diocesan facilitators 
would be trained in trauma healing practices, equipping them with the skills to 
serve their communities.  Working across Nampula Diocese, they would establish 
trauma healing groups, offering safe spaces for participants to share their experi-
ences together.  These would explore the impact and their awareness of trauma 
by reflecting on biblical texts, allowing a much-needed healing process to begin. 
Facilitators would share their training and knowledge to improve relationships at 
household levels and help families communicate better. 



Please pray for those affected by trauma, that they can find ways of beginning to 
heal. 
 
"A bruised reed he will not break, and a smouldering wick he will not snuff 
out.  In faithfulness he will bring forth justice..."   Isaiah 42:3 
 
Our monthly prayer: 
We worship our Loving Saviour who chose the way of sacrifice to make known to 
us the path of life.  We praise our Risen Lord who fills us with hope and joy as we 
journey along the path of life.  Amen 
 
 
 

CONGRATULATIONS to IAN & DAPHNE DUNCANSON … 
who celebrated their Diamond Wedding Anniversary last month. 

  How wonderful that they have been together for 60 years and we  
wish them many more happy years together. 

 
As well as an informal 

party for family and 
friends from their 

housegroups at 
home, this spe-

cial occasion 
was also cele-

brated in 
church with 

a lovely 
cake to 

share after 
the Worship 

Together 
service and 

then they 
had the thrill 
of receiving  

 
a card  

from the 
Queen!   
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UPDATE FROM THE TREASURER 
 
Contactless giving device:  It’s now over 8 months since we welcomed the 
Payaz Pass box (contactless giving device) to St John’s and I thought it would be 
useful to give an update on how this is slowly changing giving at St John’s.  By the 
end of February, people had donated £961 by this method, although I have no-
ticed that there are less people registering gift aid declarations through the ma-
chine.  It is a little time consuming to enter your details if you pay tax and wish to 

gift aid your donations, but, as the device remembers 
the card used, you should only have to enter your de-
tails once.   
There is a small transaction fee, but this is a special 
rate for churches and is lower than other ways using 
contactless devices. 
 
Online payments for fundraising events:  We are 
happy if payment of tickets for fundraising events, 
such as quiz nights, talks, etc., are paid directly into 
our bank account, with the reference for the pay-
ment being clear so that I can identify why the pay-
ment has been made.  Our bank recently changed 
their policy on free banking when paying in cash, 
and our limit is £2,000 in a calendar month.  Alt-

hough it is inevitable that, with the Christmas Fair, for exam-
ple, we will breach this limit, it would be prudent to try and avoid this in the other 
11 months of the year!  If you’re not happy with online banking, please don’t let 
this put you off and pay by cash or cheque, but we would appreciate it if people 
who are happy with online banking use this method. 
 
Yellow gift aid envelopes:   Now that the contactless device is in place, the 
use of these envelopes has decreased, which is great as the printed envelopes 
cost 9p each.  The envelopes are particularly useful for tax payers wishing to gift 
aid their donation who prefer to give by cheque or cash.  However, we have no-
ticed quite a few yellow envelopes with no details completed which means that the 
envelopes are wasted, and we would prefer it if cash was just placed in the collec-
tion plate or that plain envelopes were used if you aren’t a taxpayer (with your 
name and address on if you wish your donation to be acknowledged at the end of 
the tax year). 
 
If you have any queries about the above, or any other financial matters in the 
church, please do contact me.                     

 
FLOWERS for EASTER 
The Sanctuary Guild will be decorating the Church for 
Easter and donations towards the cost of the beautiful 
‘Easter Lilies‘, perhaps in memory of a loved one, or just 
for the joy of the Easter Celebration, will be very gratefully 
received by Janice Hollobone, can be left on the Infor-
mation Desk in church or with the Parish Office. 

LYNN HOWELL, PARISH TREASURER 



REMEMBERED WITH LOVE 
 
At the beginning of February we heard the sad 
news that June Conner had passed away.  
Paul wrote in the newsletter:  ‘She had been 
living down near Southampton for the last 
few years, but had become very frail in re-
cent months.  June, and her late husband 
Brian, were faithful members of St John's 
going back about 50 years, and June was 
very active in Mothers' Union and the 
Open Group.  Those of us who knew her 
will remember her kindness, her friendship, 
her love of a good chat, and her support.  
June's family are arranging a private crema-
tion near Southampton, but then a service of 
thanksgiving.’   
 
The lovely service of Thanksgiving  for June 
was held at St. John’s early in March and a large 
congregation of family members, friends and local 
people gathered to remember her and reminisce over tea 
and cake afterwards. 
 
During the service, Gill Gregson gave the following tribute on behalf of St. 
John’s::    
 

As we remember June, we recall so many aspects of her life – 
 
Firstly, as mother – she was so proud of her five children and what seemed 
like countless grandchildren and great-grandchildren – we heard all about 
you all and were kept up to date with your progress!  
 
She was a mother to anyone who needed one and she has been described 
as the archetypal mother figure. 
 
And then we remember June as friend – she had a wide circle of friends and 
was interested and involved in our lives.  She was generous with her time 
and loved getting together with friends for a chat.  In fact, she loved chatting 
and could so often be seen standing talking to friends she met. 
 
Next and importantly, we remember June as a very keen and involved mem-
ber of Mother’s Union.  She was deeply committed to MU aims and very in-
volved in the organization, of which she had been a member for fifty years. 
She loved attending events up at the cathedral and interaction with members 
from other branches.  She took on responsibility in our branch and Deanery 
for literature and publications, setting up and stocking a stall at all MU 
events, so that we could buy cards and books and diaries, and see what was 
hot off the MU press.  She was Open Group leader for five years and Enrol-
ling Member for MU for seven years 
 
And of course, we remember June as a person of faith.  June lived out her 
belief and she was faithful in prayer, both at a personal level and in orga-
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nized groups.  She was a member of Prayer Link, a network of people who 
are committed to praying for those in particular need.  She was a member of 
the Meditation Group and of a house group.  She took part in the Bereave-
ment group.  In fact, wherever there was a group of Christians gathered to-
gether for prayer, caring and the sharing of faith, you would usually find June 
there. 
 
She was a good friend, a loyal and active member of our community and a 
person of faith and of prayer.  We missed her when she moved to Hamp-
shire to be near her family but were so glad that she was well cared for as 
her health deteriorated.  
 

Included in the service booklet was a sheet full of June’s grandchildren’s memo-
ries of their ‘wonderful Granny’—of laughter, ‘finding fun in simple little things’, 
‘dancing on bubble wrap with her’, ‘marmite bridge rolls’, ‘the fun of staying in 
Granny’s bungalow’ and many other recollections.. 
 
And now June is back where she belongs—after the service her ashes were gen-
tly laid to rest where those of her husband, Brian, have been for many years — in 
St. John’s Churchyard—in Old Coulsdon.    

 
 

 
PRAM SERVICE—to be or not to be? 
 

Since Pram Service restarted after the long break the 
numbers of those coming along to our monthly service 
have been few with there being just one family in 
March.  There has been a ’Pram Service’ at St. John’s 
for at least seventy years but times have changed 
greatly over that period.  We have moved from mothers 
staying at home with their children until they were 
grown, through to mothers being at home with them at 
least until they started school, then to working part-time 
and now with most mothers returning to work often full-
time after maternity leave.  And, of course, there are far 

more playgroups, nurseries, etc. than there used to be.  So the question is, is 
there still a place for Pram Service, this lovely gentle introduction to ’church’, or 
do we need to re-think it?   
 
Meanwhile Pram Service—for all babies, toddlers & pre-schoolers and their par-
ents, grandparents and other carers - will continue on the third Tuesday of the 
month at least to the summer while we mull it over!  So this month we look for-

ward to seeing you on Tuesday 19th April at 9.45 for 10.00 a.m. start in the 
church—for popular rhymes (chosen by the little ones), action choruses, an inter-
active story, activity, birthday celebrations and musical instruments – and stay for 
refreshments while we chat and play.  The babies love the music and enjoy 
watching the older ones join in.  We’d love to see you – come on your own or 
bring a friend—and if you’re on maternity leave why not come and give it a try?   
 
And if your older children are on their school Easter holiday you’re very welcome 
to bring them along too!                                                  Wendy B. 
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A CHURCHWARDEN’S MUSINGS 
 
I was in the churchyard earlier this week with some workmen when I spotted a la-
dy taking close-up photographs of the miniature daffodils in the cross beside the 
path.  When Patricia Pegg planted the 200 bulbs that form it, we hoped that they 
would bloom each year for Easter.  Well we’re in to the second week of Lent, so 
Easter is on its way, daffs everywhere are in full bloom, and it is about time we 
got the mowers fired up ready to tidy the grounds around the church. 
 
Unfortunately the weather has been so awful that two ‘Gardening Saturdays’ 
have been missed, but the one in early March did enable a group of us to do 
some serious tidying up in the church.  Masses of stuff have been cleared from 
the Lounge and the Gallery, our recycling bins were filled to capacity (thank 
goodness for the council bin men who emptied them) and Gill and others loaded 
their cars for unscheduled trips to the dump.  Big thank yous to everyone who 
took part; let us hope for even more success at the big Spring Clean on the 19

th
. 

 
Later – British Summertime arrives next weekend which means the Spring Clean 
took place on Saturday; and I think I speak for everyone when I say it was a re-
sounding success – and all thanks to Gill for getting it off the ground, and encour-
aging the workers with words of praise, coffee, cakes, and a good laugh – men-
tioning en passant that I had spent the whole morning “on my bottom”!  During 
his high level dusting in the Old Church Rev. Paul found a bone – a fair sized rib 
by the look of it, which we ought to send off for carbon dating in case it’s medie-
val; probably not, but how it got there will be another unsolved mystery in the his-
tory of St John’s; and bless him, rather than don a pinny in church, John Alger 
did fire up one of the mowers and made a good start in the churchyard. 
 
Keeping the church safe is just one of the things that we as churchwardens have 
to think about, and Gill and I do our best, but there was nothing we could do 
when hit by storms Eunice and Franklin.  Unfortunately they wreaked havoc on 
the building – or the spire to be more accurate, so much so that we now have a 
decision to make.   
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The contractors who undertook similar repairs after storm Ciara, were on-site 
earlier this week, but because of the position of the damage and the need for full 
scaffolding, were unprepared to offer a firm quote without input from the church 
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architect.  Ecclesiastical Insurance indicated that they might cover the costs (less 
our £500 excess) subject to a proper quotation, but we felt that maybe the time had 
come to undertake a complete re-shingling of the spire.  At a meeting of the Stand-
ing Committee it was decided that with some fundraising we could just about afford 
to get it done ourselves, and we therefore instructed our architect to prepare a full 
and detailed specification, to go out to tender; and this is now in hand.  We are 
looking at something in the region of £40-50,000 so it will be a big project – not 
helped by the need for full scaffolding right round the top of the tower and up the 
spire – come back Fred Dibnah! www.youtube.com/watch?v=RJ_XIE0h9t8 – one 
of England’s greatest characters, but sadly no longer with us. 
 
The contractors mentioned earlier were on-site to replace those two defective 
downpipes mentioned in a previous article, and we are delighted with what has 
been done.  We went from this:- 
   
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
  
 to this   

 

 

 
..and from this: 
 

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RJ_XIE0h9t8
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To this – pictured just before the ‘shoe’ was welded on to the pipe and painted 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
and whilst the contractors were here and the weather was nice, we got them to 
paint the rusty pipe in the corner – and it now looks so much better. 
    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I did have a wonderful surprise on the morning of the church ‘tidy-up’.  A lady had 
been in touch with Wendy to arrange for her parents to visit the church as part of 
their Golden Wedding celebrations.  One date was cancelled and as Wendy was 
going to be away she asked if I could meet them.  Wendy had found their entry in 
the Marriage Register of 1972 and it brought back such memories for them – and 
a few tears, but then the gentleman asked my surname and said “you don’t rec-
ognise me do you”.  It turned out that the three of us had all worked together in  
the Central Croydon branch of Midland Bank all those years ago.  It made for 
quite an emotional morning, and it was lovely – in some small way – to help to 
make their anniversary special. 
 
On the home front, Enid and I attended a brilliant 50

th
 birthday party for a close 

friend where guests were asked to dress as film characters, and there were  



some sights to behold that night, James Bond and Miss Moneypenny, a fear-
some looking Scotsman, Laurel and Hardy giving a dance demonstration, and 
folks from Pulp Fiction (without the drugs)!   
 
Back in the winter we went over to Chipstead RFC to watch our grandsons play-
ing in a ‘minis’ rugby tournament where it was absolutely freezing, but yesterday 
on a beautiful warm Spring day we went to another tournament at their own club 
– Edenbridge RFC.  Unfortunately they got ‘hammered’ by public schoolboys 
from Tonbridge, and Whitgift, but their faces were glowing after the matches and 
they picked up medals, so they were very happy little boys (9 and 7). 
 
Other than that, as an ex-motorcyclist (the first time I exceeded 100mph was on 
the Isle of Man TT course) I felt it was time to get my spanners out and restore a 
bike that our son managed to crash years ago during an off-road race.  Luckily 
he was not hurt but he and the bike ended up in a lake.  Having dragged it out of 
our garage where it had sat for so long I got to work stripping it down (the chain 
was as stiff as an iron bar with rust).  With some technical help from friends at All 
Bikes in Purley, where I am known as “the bike in the lake” we now have a fully 
functional motorcycle again, and I celebrated by riding it round the garden – leav-
ing deep tracks in the grass from its knobbly tyres.  Ah well – grown men revert-
ing to their youth, and sons becoming fathers – it comes to us all! 

      
To end I would like to remind everyone how lucky we are to be living in Old 
Coulsdon in Springtime, and to pray for our brothers and sisters in so many trou-
bled parts of the world.  Purely by chance I received a prayer during Rev. Sue’s 
sermon at Worship Together on Sunday, and would like to repeat it here. 
 
Lord God, we pray for the world, and that the missing fruit of love may be 
known again.  We pray for countries facing famine, for the people of Yem-
en, for those facing persecution in places like Nigeria, for Christians in Pa-
kistan who are not free to worship as we do, and for all citizens of Ukraine, 
and the Russian conscripts forced to attack them.  May they all know your 
love, and may peace and reconciliation come soon.     Amen 
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COULD YOU DELIVER … 8 parish magazines once a month in the Court Ave-
nue/Crossways area?  Karen is stepping down after many years excellent service, 
and we need someone to take her place.  Please let the Parish Office know if you 
can help – 01737 552461 or stjohns@coulsdon.net  

mailto:stjohns@coulsdon.net


Testimonies from Ukraine 
 
Amid the awful accounts of geno-
cide and shocking images of indis-
criminate destruction, Croydon 
Churches Forum has heard some 
amazing testimonies and encourag-
ing reports from church contacts 
and ministries operating in Ukraine. 
  

‘The body of Christ in Ukraine has 
been praying like never before. 
The church with more than 500 members in Kriviy has three prayer meetings a 
day.  A’s church has two prayer meetings a day.  L’s church has prayer meet-
ing every morning since the first day of the war.’ 

  
‘The photo shows a group of Christians praying on the central square in Kharkiv 
which is in ruins now (by the way, this is the biggest square in Europe).  Believe 
me, it was extremely dangerous to stand there!  That place was heavily shelled 
for many days.  We know that many Christians all over the world are praying for 
the situation in Ukraine.  We definitely know that God is in control.  Our team 
continues to minister here as the Lord gives opportunity to us.’  
  

‘There is a young guy in the worship group in P, near Kharkiv, whose father is 
pastoring a small church in V, a small town in Donetsk region.  His father did 
not feel like fleeing from the city for the first days of the war.  And then the oth-
er day he heard the Lord saying: “Leave the city immediately”.  He took the 
whole church in two buses and they left.  Several hours later Russians com-
pletely destroyed the town, including houses, all is gone.  There is no such city 
in Ukraine any more – just rubble and a bare ground.’ 

 
We are asked to continue to pray for divine protection and provision for those 
caught up in the horrors of war.  Many Christians have chosen to stay and fight 
and pray for their land. They know they are being supported by Christians across 
the world.  
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CHURCH OF OLD COULSDON   
CLERGY  The Rector,  Rev. Paul Roberts, 
      The Rectory, Coulsdon Road, Old Coulsdon     01737  552152 
             (not available on Mondays)  
      The Rev. Sue Thomas       020 8406 9300 
     (available Thursdays & Sundays) READER: 
   Christine McCutchion       01737  553681 
WARDENS 
   Tony Tucker         01737  555590 
   Gill Thaxter         01737  553596 
TREASURER 
   Lynn Howell         01737  551652 
 
PARISH OFFICE:  Monday-Friday   9.30 a.m. - 12 noon  
                          Email     stjohns@coulsdon.net     Phone:  01737 552461 



 
 
 

We are grateful to all those who support St. John’s by plac-
ing their advertisements in this magazine.   If you would 
like to advertise your company or services here please con-
tact the Parish Office at stjohns@coulsdon.net or call 01737 
552461. 
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www.oasisacademybyron.org

Oasis Academy Byron 020 8668 4877     Byron Children’s Centre 020 8763 6285     Mulberry Bush 020 8660 4180

WELCOME TO OASIS BYRON PART OF THE OASIS COULSDON HUB

ON THE OASIS ACADEMY BYRON SITE WE OFFER THE COMPLETE PACKAGE OF HIGH QUALITY  

EDUCATION AND CHILDCARE IN A FULLY INCLUSIVE AND WELCOMING ENVIRONMENT

FOR FAMILIES FROM PREGNANCY TO 11 YEARS
BYRON CHILDREN’S CENTRE HAS A WIDE RANGE OF HEALTH AND EARLY YEARS ACTIVITES FOR EXPECTANT MOTHERS AND FAMILIES WITH 

UNDER 5’S
THE MULBERRY BUSH OFFERS HIGH QUALITY CHILDCARE FOR CHILDREN AGED 2 – 11 INCLUDING FREE SESSIONS FOR 2 -4 YEAR OLDS 

8.00-6.00               48 WEEKS A YEAR

OASIS ACADEMY BYRON OFFERS PRIMARY EDUCTION FOR CHILDREN FROM RECEPTION TO YEAR 6 ON A FANATASTIC GREEN AND SECURE 
SITE

PLEASE LOOK AT THE WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION OR CALL THE NUMBERS TO ARRANGE A VISIT 

Graded ‘Outstanding in all areas’ by Ofsted—Oct. 2018 
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1 Norfolk House, Wellesley Road, Croydon, CR0 1LH 

 



 


