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1—Maundy Thursday
11.00 a.m.
7.30 p.m.

Holy Communion, in Church
‘Reflection on the Last Supper‘ - on Zoom only

2—Good Friday
10.00 a.m.
2.00 p.m.

All-Age Service, in Church (and live-streamed on
Facebook/through church website)
‘An Hour at the Cross’, in Church (and live-streamed
on Facebook/through church website)

4—EASTER DAY
6.30 a.m.
9.30 a.m.
8—Thursday
11.00 a.m.

Dawn Service in the Churchyard,
with the lighting of the Easter Fire.
Parish Communion, in Church (and live-streamed
on Facebook/through church website)
Holy Communion, in Church

11—SECOND SUNDAY of EASTER
9.30 a.m.

Parish Communion, in Church (and live-streamed
on Facebook/through church website)
Family Service, in Church (and live-streamed on Zoom)

11.00 a.m.
15—Thursday
11.00 a.m. Holy Communion, in Church
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18—THIRD SUNDAY of EASTER
9.30 a.m.

Parish Communion, in Church (and live-streamed
on Facebook/through church website)
Baptism, in Church

12.15 p.m.
22—Thursday
11.00 a.m. Holy Communion, in Church

25—FOURTH SUNDAY of EASTER
9.30 a.m.

Parish Communion, in Church (and live-streamed
on Facebook/through church website)
Family Service, in Church (and live-streamed on Zoom)

11.00 a.m.
29—Thursday
11.00 a.m. Holy Communion, in Church

2—FIFTH SUNDAY of EASTER
9.30 a.m.

6—Thursday
11.00 a.m.

Parish Communion, in Church (and live-streamed
on Facebook/through church website)
Holy Communion, in Church

9—SIXTH SUNDAY of EASTER
9.30 a.m.

11.00 a.m.

Parish Communion, in Church (and live-streamed
on Facebook/through church website)
Family Service, in Church (and live-streamed on Zoom)

HOW TO JOIN
SERVICES ONLINE
You can follow the Parish
Communion services online
live as they’re streamed
from the Church. Go to St.
John’s
website
at
www.stjohns.coulsdon.net, scroll down to the ’Facebook’
panel below Paul’s introduction on the home page, click on any of the St.
John’s blue headings (and ‘not now’ if you’re asked if you want to join
Facebook) and finally click on the appropriate service. And, if the service
times are not convenient for you, the recorded service will be ready
when you are afterwards! Watch live or watch later! Please contact the
Parish Office on 01737 552461 or at stjohns@coulsdon.net if you want
to know more or need any help with this. To join the Family Services
contact Paul at rev.paul.c.roberts@gmail.com for your Zoom invitation.
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Dear Friends
The Lord is risen; he is risen indeed!
This time last year I was writing at a time when we were just beginning the first
lockdown, and we had little or no idea how long that would last. At first it
seemed like a long holiday for some – warm weather, longer days, working from
home, time off school. The second lockdown in November was disappointing
for those who wished to mark Remembrance Sunday in a public way. But this
third lockdown has been the most difficult. The excitement has long gone, the
crippling economic and emotional effects are becoming clear, and cracks in the
‘all in it together’ spirit are definitely beginning to show.
On the first Easter evening the disciples found themselves locked away in a
room ‘for fear of the Jews’ (i.e. the Jewish religious leaders). They had seen
their friend and leader crucified, their hopes of a new kingdom – Israel, or the
kingdom of God? – were dashed, and as followers of Jesus they felt under the
same threat that had resulted in his death. Judas had killed himself; Thomas
was not there; their unity was strained and they could not see any way out. Not
so different from the way many of us have felt during this pandemic.
But it is into that locked room of disappointment and fear
that Jesus comes speaks peace. “Peace be with
you…Receive the Holy Spirit.” Jesus doesn’t just
speak peace to them, he breathes peace into
them. The peace of the Holy Spirit, his own presence with his followers. That is the good news of
Easter that we celebrate today. The presence of the
risen Jesus among us, his church.
We hope to see an end to Covid restrictions by June,
but the effects will last much longer. Allow the risen Jesus
to speak his words of peace to you, and maybe you will experience the same joy that the disciples had when they saw the Lord.
With all good wishes
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JOIN US ON THE
JOURNEY FROM
MAUNDY THURSDAY
to EASTER DAY ….
.. maybe in Church, at
home and even in the
Churchyard!
MAUNDY THURSDAY (1 April)
Our regular 11.00 a.m. Holy Communion service will take place, suitably distanced, in the new church and will not be livestreamed.
In the evening we have a ‘Time of Reflection on the Last Supper’ at 7.30
p.m. This won’t be in church, just on Zoom, and Paul says: ‘I invite you to
sit round your dining table as we reflect together using Matthew's Gospel and
the Psalms. Here is the Zoom log-in for Maundy Thursday:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86462578977?
pwd=WFErZmYxeDlwV29kQmpnUDNFN2VjUT09
Meeting ID: 864 6257 8977
Passcode: 086250

GOOD FRIDAY
Two contrasting events—both in the Church—and both livestreamed. ’A
Service for All the Family’ at 10.00 a.m. This is an all-age service—but
sadly still no singing—with something for everyone so all children and adults very
welcome.

Peace and quiet in the afternoon as we spend ’An Hour at the Cross’ at
2.00 p.m. In various quiet ways including readings and prayer, etc. we will reflect on
the passion of Christ and sit for a while ‘in the shadow of the cross which reaches
across the centuries to offer comfort, forgiveness, and hope to us today‘.

EASTER DAY
And very early on the first day of the week, when the
sun had risen, they went to the tomb..”
Early birds are invited to the first service of the day - the
Dawn Service at 6.30 a.m. .in the Churchyard. (This
won’t be livestreamed.) Come and experience this
very special service in person. Plenty of room in the
churchyard for us to be well-distanced!
Our main Easter Celebration will be an All-Age Parish Communion at 9.30 a.m. .in Church—and also
livestreamed. What a joy it will be to celebrate Easter together once again. Meet in the churchyard to sing first!
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LAST MINUTE LOCAL SHOPPING FOR EASTER!
These fun Creme Egg
CHICKS & BUNNIES
are here just in time for
Easter … helping to raise
funds for St Johns!
They’re priced at just £1.30 each
with a Cadbury's creme egg, or £1
for a cover to fill with your own
gift.—or would make a lovely fun
egg cosy for your Easter morning—or any other time—boiled eggs!
Please contact Lynn Howell on 01737 551652 or at
treasurerlynn@gmail.com to order yours before they hop or fly away!!

NOT EVERYBODY WANTS AN EASTER EGG …
SO PERHAPS ‘PORRIDGE POT’ COULD HELP YOU TO
FIND A LOVELY HOMEMADE GIFT!
Sandra still has some home-crafted gifts for sale for Easter and all proceeds will
go to ‘The Porridge Pot’ appeal which helps to provide the children in the Acholi
School in Kasese, Uganda with a daily bowl of porridge.
Here is just a small sample of what’s available—see last month’s magazine
for other items.

Personalised painted glass can be ordered. Easter cards sold out but good selection of cards for other occasions (£1).
Please contact

Sandra on 07789 991279
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‘CHURCHES

in CROYDON’ writes ...

For the second year running all local Good Friday walks of witness
have had to be cancelled because of the pandemic. In response, the
Central Croydon Walk of Witness team has worked hard to produce a
video service for Good Friday which includes a powerful reenactment of the crucifixion and songs from an award-winning gospel
choir. The ecumenical service will be streamed at 11am on Good Friday, 2nd April on YouTube. Everyone is invited. Please go to the following link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZLt1wizx87s&ab_channel=JesusProduction
Thanks to all who have contributed, including the Seventh Day Adventist Gospel
Choir led by Ken Burton, the Anglican and Catholic Bishops of Croydon and actors
and technicians from many churches in Croydon including the Baptist, URC,
Methodist and Free churches.
There will be a follow up service on Easter Sunday 4th April, at 3pm to celebrate
the Resurrection. Please go to the following link: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=bq_sGDY1eac&ab_channel=JesusProduction
Please pray that hearts and lives will be impacted by the suffering of the cross and
the joy and hope of the resurrection.
'God writes the Gospel
not in the Bible alone
but also on the trees
and in the flowers
clouds and stars.'
(Martin Luther)

Easter blessings ~ New beginnings.
Can you remember Easter as a child? I do. The
Easter egg hunt meant that I was up early on Easter
morning looking for eggs hidden around the garden
by my parents. Discovering an ‘Easter egg clock’ on
the wall inside the Wendy house and finding various
brightly coloured foil eggs hidden around the garden
was exciting. My Mum also made some beautiful
dye-coloured cooked eggs. We would go to Easter
services and enjoy a family meal together. These
are all things that I cherish in celebrating Easter, traditions that I continued with my children as they grew
up.
Easter brings new possibilities and new joy: it still
delights me when I give a surprise Easter egg to
someone and see their face light up. But for many
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Christians across the world, giving an Easter egg to someone is not possible because it is unsafe to admit that you follow Christ. Those who live like this live under persecution and often have a strong faith with many choosing to tell others
about Jesus. Around 340 million Christians across the world are facing high levels
of persecution and discrimination for their faith. It is a vast number of people and
too big for one group or organisation to address to make any impact.
A new forum called the
“UK Freedom of Religion
and Belief Forum” led by
Bishop Philip Mountstephen, the Bishop of Truro, brings together 85 civil society groups, faith or belief
organisations and human rights NGOs to “advance the cause of freedom of religion or belief around the world”. The Prime Minister’s Special Envoy for freedom of Religion and Belief also attends.
I represent Southwark Diocese on this Forum and these diverse organisations
embrace their differences to work together. At the last meeting the focus was on
women and gender, being that International Women’s Day was on 8th March. It
was good to hear positive action being taken. Open Doors (for persecuted Christians) spoke of their research into women who face the double vulnerability of being persecuted for their gender and faith. We heard of DfiD’s work (now called
FCDO, Foreign, Commonwealth & Development Department), in supporting
young Nigerian women in having a voice in their community; and of the UK Government’s support in tackling issues of security to try to prevent the abduction of
Christian girls in the Nigerian middle belt.
Important documents are shared, including the APPG’s report (All Party Parliamentary Group for International Freedom of Religion or Belief) on ‘Gender and
FoRB’, and the ‘Declaration of Humanity,’ taking a stand against world violence.
Issues persist in places like Pakistan where there are
rising levels of forced conversions and child/woman marriage, and Nagorno-Karabakh where Armenian Christians have been forced to leave churches and homes.
You may like to help in a simple way by telling others
about the Forum’s work. In doing so you will raise a
voice for those who do not have one.
A new booklet called ‘Hidden Church’ moves beyond
these facts to give personal stories and interactive prayer ideas as part of the ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ initiative between Ascension and Pentecost. Look out for ‘Hidden
Church’ available from The Mission Department.

Rev’d Sue Thomas
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BE ALERT!

Remember:

The Coronavirus Vaccination is free of charge! If you
receive a call you believe to be fraudulent, just hang up. If you are suspicious
about an email you have received, forward it to report@phishing.gov.uk.
Suspicious text messages should be forwarded to the number 7726 which is
free of charge.

A STRANGE OLD IRISH BLESSING!

A blessing for your enemies … sort of. Old Irish blessings can take a
very practical approach .. a clever mix of love and pragmatism.
At least that way they felt they would be able to recognise those
that God couldn’t change and be warned! .
May those who love us, love us.
And those who don't love us,
May God turn their hearts;
And if He doesn't turn their hearts,
May He turn their ankles,
So we will know them by their limping.

MOTHERS’ UNION .. Our impact
As a Christian mission charity within the Church of England
with over 4 million members in 83 countries worldwide, it is
no surprise to find a wide variety of projects encouraging,
supporting and strengthening family life which, in turn, have
a profound impact both for individuals and the communities
in which they live.
For the next few months, until we are able to meet together,
I am going to introduce you to some of the amazing work
that MU members are involved n because of their faith in Jesus and the desire to
bring His life, light, love and hope into the lives of others.
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TANZANIA
VICOBA is our Credit

and Savings programme in
Tanzania. We have over
5,000 participants in 218
groups. From the savings
that groups have accumulated and the credit that
they are accessing from each other, all MU VICOBA groups report that members
are primarily using their loans to start small businesses that benefit families.

For example: Daisy is an MU VICOBA group member in the Diocese of
Masasi. She used a loan to start a business processing flour. From the profit
on her flour business, she was able to start two further income streams making and selling soap and coconut oil. With Daisy's increased income, she
is able to support her two children with an improved diet, paying school fees
and buying school materials.
Another MU VICOBA member, Helen, from the Anglican Cathedral in Zanzibar,
took a loan from her group and used it to dig a shallow well in her home, enabling
her family to simultaneously access fresh water and to start two small businesses - fattening livestock and irrigating short cycle vegetable crops that she sells in the market. Helen
and her MU VICOBA group have used the additional income from their businesses to access national health insurance for each group
member and their families. Now, Helen can
always afford to take her children to the clinic
when they fall ill.
Daisy and Helen are just two examples of
the many MU VICOBA members that have
started businesses, which support their families. Through the active support
and encouragement of Mothers' Union we can make a positive impact - and
with the help of God, we can and do make a difference!
Prayer is central to our lives and work and we commit to lift others up in prayer as
a global family. Together we experience some of the most profound insights and
prayers that strengthen our connection with God and each other, and encourage
our faith. So we invite you to join with us in prayer this month:
Prayer Points
- The whole world is in turmoil due to COVID-19. There is a high rate of unemployment since many workplaces are closed. Please pray for workplaces
to reopen safely.
- We pray for those suffering from gender and racially-based violence and
domestic violence.
- We pray that crime, unrest, violence and persecution will decrease around
the world and be replaced by God's justice, righteousness and peace.
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REVISION OF CHURCH ELECTORAL ROLL – 2021.
The revision of the Electoral Roll for The Parish
of St. John’s, Coulsdon, will take place between

Wednesday 14th April and Wednesday
28th April 2021 inclusive. Forms of application

for enrolment or amendment can be found on the
Information Desk in Church and when completed
should be placed in the marked box there no later
than 28th April 2021 after which no further changes can be made until after the Annual Parish
Church Meeting on Sunday 16th May. If
you are unable to come to church, please apply to the Parish Office—01737
552461 or at stjohns@coulsdon.net and a form will be delivered to you.

If your name is already on the list you do not need
to complete a form.

WHAT IS THE CHURCH ELECTORAL ROLL?
This is the register for all Church members qualified to attend and vote at the Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) where elections take place for the Parochial Church Council (PCC) and the Parish’s representatives at the Deanery Synod. It is the foundation of the government of the church and enables church people at every level to be in touch with the Church as a whole and to play a part in its
decision making. It ensures that lay people have their place in every aspect of
Church life.

WHEN THIS IS OVER
When this is over,
may we never again
take for granted
A handshake with a stranger
Full shelves at the store
Conversations with neighbours
A crowded theatre
Friday night out
The taste of communion
A routine check-up
The school rush each morning
Coffee with a friend
The stadium roaring
Each deep breath
A boring Tuesday
Life itself.

When this ends,
may we find
that we have become
more like the people
we wanted to be
we were called to be
we hoped to be
and may we stay
that way–better
for each other
because of the worst.
– Laura Kelley Fanucci
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IT’S NOT TOO LATE ...IF YOU’D LIKE TO DONATE!
FLOWERS for EASTER
The Sanctuary Guild will be decorating the Church for
Easter and donations towards the cost of the beautiful
Easter Lilies and other flowers, perhaps in memory of
a loved one, or just for the joy of the Easter Celebration - and the church being open again - will be very
gratefully received by Janice Hollobone. These can
be left in the flower jug at the back of the church, with
the Parish Office or given directly to Janice.

Be positive!

A pessimist sees the difficulty in every opportunity
An optimist sees the opportunity in every difficulty
Winston Churchill

Lockdown ending – Church re-opening –
and Holy Week approaching
After what for many, must have seemed an interminable year, and for many others
a year of sadness, we now have a road map to lead us out of lockdown – and
here all roads lead to St John’s and to the joy many of us will have felt as we reopened our doors for public worship on 21st March 2021

If they’ve done nothing else though, the lockdowns have at least enabled us to
catch up with the maintenance of our buildings.
Our good friend Tony Evans has finished off the list of jobs at the Parish Hall – although as I was talking to him outside, someone collecting children from school
drove over the new grating, which is clearly how the last one got crunched up!
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The long damaged lock on one of the toilet doors has been replaced – and after
something of a search we managed to find an identical substitute – well, identical
to the one on the adjoining door!

From this – to
……………

…… this

and elsewhere in the building we now have various alarms

Smoke

Carbon Monoxide

Heat

We had a PCC Meeting on 2nd March, to discuss the reopening of the church,
and further remedial works at the church-owned house in Waddington Avenue,
but then we heard that local children had tried to kick in the garden fence, which
will necessitate further unbudgeted outlay! They were witnessed in their vandalism but not caught unfortunately!

This is where the tenants tried
to patch up the hole
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On a brighter note the church blocked drains have now been dealt with - the
drain company appointed by our insurers – Ecclesiastical – attended to deal with
them and did a good job, after the roofers last month managed to clear most of
the silt from the one round the back of the church, but the big one in the corner
by the bins has now been done as well.

All this came
out of ……
….. here

The engineer ran his camera down the pipe to the actual soakaway – which is located near the Yew tree – and found it pretty well clear; so a big relief all round.
All we need now is for some warm dry weather to dry out the back wall of the
church, for the drain surround to be re-seated and the pointing in the brickwork
renewed – this currently being in hand.
When you visit the church and churchyard regularly it is quite easy to spot anything that has changed, and whilst dealing with the drains I noticed that the
wooden bench near the gardener’s shed had a couple of broken backrest slats;
so we are very grateful to David Caddick who used his woodworking skills to
quickly replace them – and tighten up some of the joints in this old, but well-used
bench as well. Thanks David.
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Wasn’t it nice to see a little Spring weather at
last, and having read Rev Sue’s article in the
March Magazine, I thought I’d get back out on
the mountain bike, have a look at the wild primroses, and see if the trails had dried up at all.
They had - but not completely …………

…….. but picking up the track across farmland
beside St Peter & St Paul’s church in Chaldon,
the vistas opened up to what photographers call
‘big skies’, and I was able to enjoy the beauty of
God’s creation ……………

…………. then entering the woods of Alderstead Heath it was really uplifting to
see the bluebells breaking through the leaf mould in readiness for the season
ahead.
But back in the real world I think I’ll train as a mower mechanic in a future life; the
churchyard mowers and strimmers came back from Cornell & Varley this morning
(13th March) – I knew they were in a bad way, and they’re all fixed now – but at a
cost much greater than I expected (apologies to Lynn our Parish Treasurer – I’ll
have to see if I can find some cash down the back of the sofa)!
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I bumped into Wendy – our Parish Administrator – this morning and she showed
me another memorial stone that had fallen out of the flint wall, so that will have to
be fixed sooner rather than later; but turning round my spirits were lifted as I saw
Patricia Pegg’s daffodil cross dancing in the breeze – in time for Easter. Tony

Happy Easter everyone

STOP PRESS!

Just received!

Appointment of Team Vicar (Pioneering) in the Warlingham
Team Ministry and Parish Development Officer in the Croydon Episcopal Area by the Bishop of Southwark
We are pleased to announce today, Sunday 28 March 2021 that, The Reverend Linda Fletcher, presently Priest-in-Charge, St John's, Parks and St Andrew's, Walcot, Swindon in the Diocese of Bristol, has been appointed Team
Vicar (Pioneering) in the Warlingham Team Ministry, and also Parish Development Officer in the Croydon Episcopal Area, subject to completion
of the necessary procedures. Further details, including the date of the Licensing service, will follow in due course.
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STONES STILL ON THE MOVE!
You may remember in the summer of 2018 that a wonderful selection of stones
of all shapes and sizes was collected and painted with uplifting messages and/or
pictures. You may have painted one of them! The idea of the project was that
the stones should be left in all sorts of places for others to have the lovely surprise of unexpectedly finding them. There was a message on the back of each
stone asking for the finder to send a picture of their discovery and then to re-hide
the stone somewhere else for others to find.
In the autumn/spring 2018/19 several were found—mostly locally
Found this delightful stone over New Hill on Saturday. Took it on my walk and re hid for someone else to find. Brightened my walk and my
day! Karen x

Here are some of the other messages received:
Hello my name is Jack B and coming home from
Coulsdon C of E school on Wednesday I found the
blue stone in Grange Park. I have re hid it! From
Jack

I found this

stone on
Chaldon Way.
Lovely idea.I
will be rehiding tomorrow on my
dog walk.
Thank you.
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Thank you for the lovely
gesture, I found a stone
that made me feel happy and blessed.
Wishing you all the
best,
Moina

and then they started to be more adventurous and went a little further afield ...

Beddington Park

Godstone Farm

…. and further still when one popped up in Somerset ...
Hello
Moby the schnoodle dog found your stone
in a garden in Taunton, Somerset …..

….and he took it to Battle in Hastings with
him on his holiday Where Baby Baxter with
his Grandparents found it near a plant.
From Baxter, Moby, Lolly and Pops : )

…. and then another popped up in Somerset (or was
it the same one before it went off to Hastings?)
Just a Stones Throw
We had a lovely surprise yesterday morning. We
found a Stone with a message on in our Flower Pot.
Our message for you is Hello from Sunny Bishops
Lydeard here near Taunton in Somerset.
And then very little was heard of the wandering
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stones until this month . when we were delighted to receive the following email
in the office:
‘I’ve been found at Woodmansterne.
I’m off for a big adventure on Monday.‘

‘Well I told you I was off on an adventure. Being a boat at the Royal Alfred Seafarers Society wasn’t
as good as it sounds (there was a
boat on the other side of the
stone!). The only water was a
leaking pond. So I’ve arrived at
Hannafore Point at Looe in Cornwall for a sail on the ocean blue.
My ‘NBF’ is two year old Grace
who is now going to take me to
one of her special places and I
hope to move on to bigger adventures. Cheerio’.
So keep looking—others are out there .. waiting to go on ‘an adventure’!

THE PARISH CHURCH OF OLD COULSDON
CLERGY

READER:
WARDENS
TREASURER

The Rector, Rev. Paul Roberts,
The Rectory, Coulsdon Road, Old Coulsdon
(not available on Mondays)
The Rev. Sue Thomas
(available Thursdays & Sundays)
Christine McCutchion

01737 552152
020 8406 9300
01737 553681

Tony Tucker
Anne Dyer

01737 555590
01737 555296

Lynn Howell

01737 551652

PARISH OFFICE: Monday-Friday 9.30 a.m. - 12 noon
Email stjohns@coulsdon.net Phone: 01737 552461
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We are grateful to all those who support St. John’s by placing their advertisements in this magazine. If you would
like to advertise your company or services here please contact the Parish Office at stjohns@coulsdon.net or call 01737
552461.
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WELCOME TO OASIS BYRON PART OF THE OASIS COULSDON HUB
ON THE OASIS ACADEMY BYRON SITE WE OFFER THE COMPLETE PACKAGE OF HIGH QUALITY
EDUCATION AND CHILDCARE IN A FULLY INCLUSIVE AND WELCOMING ENVIRONMENT
FOR FAMILIES FROM PREGNANCY TO 11 YEARS
BYRON CHILDREN’S CENTRE HAS A WIDE RANGE OF HEALTH AND EARLY YEARS ACTIVITES FOR EXPECTANT MOTHERS AND FAMILIES WITH
UNDER 5’S
THE MULBERRY BUSH OFFERS HIGH QUALITY CHILDCARE FOR CHILDREN AGED 2 – 11 INCLUDING FREE SESSIONS FOR 2 -4 YEAR OLDS
8.00-6.00
48 WEEKS A YEAR
OASIS ACADEMY BYRON OFFERS PRIMARY EDUCTION FOR CHILDREN FROM RECEPTION TO YEAR 6 ON A FANATASTIC GREEN AND SECURE
SITE
PLEASE LOOK AT THE WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION OR CALL THE NUMBERS TO ARRANGE A VISIT

Graded ‘Outstanding in all areas’ by Ofsted—Oct. 2018
www.oasisacademybyron.org
Oasis Academy Byron 020 8668 4877

Byron Children’s Centre 020 8763 6285
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Mulberry Bush 020 8660 4180

1 Norfolk House, Wellesley Road, Croydon, CR0 1LH
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